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Question Answer The word “Bible” comes from the Latin and Greek words meaning “book,” a fitting name, since the Bible is the book for all people, for all time. It’s a book like no other, in a class by itself. Sixty-six different books comprise the Bible. They include books of law, such as Leviticus and Deuteronomy; historical books, such as Ezra and Acts;
books of poetry, such as Psalms and Ecclesiastes; books of prophecy, such as Isaiah and Revelation; biographies, such as Matthew and John; and epistles (formal letters) such as Titus and Hebrews. What is the Bible? - The Authors About 40 different human authors contributed to the Bible, which was written over a period of about 1500 years. The
authors were kings, fishermen, priests, government officials, farmers, shepherds, and doctors. From all this diversity comes an incredible unity, with common themes woven throughout. The Bible’s unity is due to the fact that, ultimately, it has one Author—God Himself. The Bible is “God-breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16). The human authors wrote exactly
what God wanted them to write, and the result was the perfect and holy Word of God (Psalm 12:6; 2 Peter 1:21). What is the Bible? - The Divisions The Bible is divided into two main parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament. In short, the Old Testament is the story of a nation, and the New Testament is the story of a Man. The nation was God’s
way of bringing the Man—Jesus Christ—into the world. The Old Testament describes the founding and preservation of the nation of Israel. God promised to use Israel to bless the whole world (Genesis 12:2-3). Once Israel was established as a nation, God raised up a family within that nation through whom the blessing would come: the family of David
(Psalm 89:3-4). Then, from the family of David was promised one Man who would bring the promised blessing (Isaiah 11:1-10). The New Testament details the coming of that promised Man. His name was Jesus, and He fulfilled the prophecies of the Old Testament as He lived a perfect life, died to become the Savior, and rose from the dead. What is the
Bible? - The Central Character Jesus is the central character in the Bible—the whole book is really about Him. The Old Testament predicts His coming and sets the stage for His entrance into the world. The New Testament describes His coming and His work to bring salvation to our sinful world. Jesus is more than a historical figure; in fact, He is more
than a man. He is God in the flesh, and His coming was the most important event in the history of the world. God Himself became a man in order to give us a clear, understandable picture of who He is. What is God like? He is like Jesus; Jesus is God in human form (John 1:14, 14:9). What is the Bible? - A Brief Summary God created man and placed him
in a perfect environment; however, man rebelled against God and fell from what God intended him to be. God placed the world under a curse because of sin but immediately set in motion a plan to restore humanity and all creation to its original glory. As part of His plan of redemption, God called Abraham out of Babylonia into Canaan (about 2000 B.C.).
God promised Abraham, his son Isaac, and his grandson Jacob (also called Israel) that He would bless the world through a descendant of theirs. Israel’s family emigrated from Canaan to Egypt, where they grew to be a nation. About 1400 B.C., God led Israel’s descendants out of Egypt under the direction of Moses and gave them the Promised Land,
Canaan, as their own. Through Moses, God gave the people of Israel the Law and made a covenant (testament) with them. If they would remain faithful to God and not follow the idolatry of the surrounding nations, then they would prosper. If they forsook God and followed idols, then God would destroy their nation. About 400 years later, during the
reigns of David and his son Solomon, Israel was solidified into a great and powerful kingdom. God promised David and Solomon that a descendant of theirs would rule as an everlasting king. After Solomon’s reign, the nation of Israel was divided. The ten tribes to the north were called “Israel,” and they lasted about 200 years before God judged them for
their idolatry. Assyria took Israel captive about 721 B.C. The two tribes in the south were called “Judah,” and they lasted a little longer, but eventually they, too, turned from God. Babylon took them captive about 600 B.C. About 70 years later, God graciously brought a remnant of the captives back into their own land. Jerusalem, the capital, was rebuilt
about 444 B.C., and Israel once again established a national identity. Thus, the Old Testament closes. The New Testament opens about 400 years later with the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem. Jesus was the descendant promised to Abraham and David, the One to fulfill God’s plan to redeem mankind and restore creation. Jesus faithfully completed His
work—He died for sin and rose from the dead. The death of Christ is the basis for a new covenant (testament) with the world. All who have faith in Jesus will be saved from sin and live eternally. After His resurrection, Jesus sent His disciples to spread the news everywhere of His life and His power to save. Jesus’ disciples went in every direction
spreading the good news of Jesus and salvation. They traveled through Asia Minor, Greece, and all the Roman Empire. The New Testament closes with a prediction of Jesus’ return to judge the unbelieving world and free creation from the curse. Return to: Questions about the Bible What is the Bible? Much of the world’s population understands the Bible
to be a book for and understood only by Christians. When someone asks a Christian, “What is the Bible?” our response can point them to what the Bible is and why God gave it to us; that answer includes the gospel of Jesus Christ.What Really Is the Bible?The Bible is the divinely influenced and written (revealed) truth of and about God, His creation, and
God’s redemptive plan for mankind through Jesus Christ (Genesis 1-3). It is God’s revelation of Himself to humanity, and it serves God’s glory alone.To fully answer this question, we need to regard the Bible’s Author. Our triune-covenant Lord God is self-existent, autonomous, self-contained, and attests unto Himself. In addition, God is as the Bible
describes Him—immutable (unchanging), impassable (He cannot suffer), eternal (everywhere in time), omnipresent (present everywhere), omnipotent (infinite in power), omniscient (all knowing), the source of truth and wisdom, holy, good, just, righteous, the source of love, gracious, merciful, and glorious. Pondering our awesome God as we investigate
the Bible will help us gain a better understanding of its framework and of His purpose for giving it to us.To further explain, the Bible (The Scriptures) is the inspired, unfailing Word of God in written form (1 Peter 1:19-21). It gives us a narrative of history from those who lived it. And because the Bible is the Word of God, it is wholly inerrant in
everything included in it; it contains no mistakes nor contradictions. Not only does the Bible give us the history of the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1) and the history of mankind, the Bible is also the authority for a Christian’s life and application (Hebrews 12:2; 2 Peter 1:3. It is the true foundation upon which Christians are to form their perceptions
and actions.Structure of the BibleThe Bible is a unified volume of sixty-six (66) books penned, under the divine influence of the Holy Spirit, by forty-four (44) human authors over the course of approximately 1,500 years. The Old Testament (Covenant) contains thirty-nine (39) books composed between 1400 and 400 B.C., and the New Testament
(Covenant) contains twenty-seven (27) books written between A.D. 50 and A.D. 100.The whole of the Old Testament was written in Hebrew (with the exception of some Aramaic in Daniel and Ezra, e.g.). The Old Testament is called the Tanak, an acronym formed by the first letters of the five Hebrew divisions of the Old Testament. The Tanak consists of
the threefold division: Torah, Nevi‘im, and Ketuvim.The first five books of the Bible, penned by Moses, are called the Torah, which is the teaching of God’s law and grace. The Pentateuch is the Greek translation of these first five books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy).The Prophets and prophetic history (Nevi‘im) includes: “Former
Prophets” (Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings. Note that Samuel and Kings are each one book in the Hebrew Bible.) “Latter prophets” which are broken up into: Major prophets - Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel Minor prophets - Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, MalachiThe Writings (Ketuvim) make
up the rest of the Old Testament Poetry - Psalms, Proverbs, Job Scrolls - Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther Prophecy - Daniel History - Ezra, Nehemiah, 1 and 2 ChroniclesThe New Testament, written in Koine Greek with some Aramaic, consists of:The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) The Acts of the
ApostlesThe Epistles (Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2, and 3 John, Jude) The book of Revelation.Themes and Messages of the BibleGod makes Himself known through the Person of the Messiah—the Lord Jesus Christ.
Pastor Chad Bird (2021), in his book, The Christ Key, tells us this about Christ in the Old Testament, “Everything in the Bible from Genesis to Malachi is, in one form or fashion, about Jesus the Messiah” (page 3). That the New Testament is also all about Jesus Christ is an unveiled continuation of the promises and prophecies of the Old Testament. Pastor
Alistair Begg tells us, “We find Christ in all the Scriptures. In the Old Testament He is predicted, in the Gospels He is revealed, in Acts He is preached, in the epistles He is explained, and in Revelation He is expected.”Therefore, the main, unchanging subject of the Bible is Jesus Christ, to which Jesus attests during His conversation with two disciples as
they walked to Emmaus after Jesus’ resurrection. Scripture tells us, “Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He interpreted to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures” (Luke 24:27). All the Bible’s themes conform (relate) to:The prophecies regarding the coming Messiah as foretold in the Old Testament (Revelation.
19:10b). His preincarnate appearances in the Old Testament (Christophanies). Jesus’ first advent. The establishment and growth of His church. The prophecies about His second advent as written in the New Testament.In order to understand the New Testament, an understanding of the structure and message of the Old Testament is necessary. The first
five books of the Bible establish the themes of the rest of Scripture, and every Holy Spirit-influenced and written passage builds upon what was written before. This is called intertextuality; every new component is relative to and interprets the former components. There’s a reason Genesis, Exodus, and Deuteronomy are three of the most quoted books in
the New Testament. Pastor Bird tells us, “The Christ of Revelation is simply not understandable apart from Genesis through Deuteronomy” (ibid, page 10). When we consider the structure of the Bible and its intertextuality—we read it as an interconnected network that progressively creates the overarching narrative of the Bible.The Bible’s themes
revolve around the covenants God establishes. Covenant theology (the study of God through His covenants) is a structure God reveals in the Bible through which we comprehend and interpret it. God works through His structure of covenants to complete the salvation of humanity. The three central covenants in Scripture are those of redemption
(unconditional), works (conditional), and grace (unconditional). They are—all three—about Christ. As Pastor Justin Perdue explains, “A simple way, I think to understand covenant theology is this: Jesus Christ fulfills the covenant of works in the covenant of grace in order to accomplish the covenant of redemption. So Jesus fulfills all of God's conditions
and requirements for righteousness and forgiveness and the like, it is counted to His people by grace, through faith, that's the covenant of grace, in order that they might be saved, that’s the covenant of redemption.”Why the Bible MattersThe answer we gave above is true, the Bible is for Christians, as every answer we need to live this life may be found
in it. This doesn’t mean the Bible has a direct answer for questions like, “Should I marry this person?”, but what it has and provides are principles by which to live. Christians also have the Holy Spirit to help them understand the Bible and God’s will for them (1 Corinthians 2:12-13). Apart from Christ’s regenerative work in a person, an unbeliever
(someone who doesn’t profess Christ as their Savior and Lord) cannot understand the Bible or its message (1 Corinthians 2:14).The Bible will forever be relevant and it will forever be true (John 14:6; 17:17). You can read so many portions of Scripture and thank God that what He says meets everyone where they are, no matter the

circumstances. Nineteenth-century Russian author Leo Tolstoy wrote a short novel titled, Where Love Is, There God Is Also. The main character, Martuin Avdyeitch, is mourning the deaths of his wife and little child, and has no hope. A Christian friend visits and reminds him of God and tells him, “'Christ has taught us how to live for God. You know how
to read? Buy a Testament, and read it; there you will learn how to live for God. Everything is explained there.”’And these words kindled a fire in Avdyeitch's heart. And he went that very same day, bought a New Testament in large print, and began to read.”For Christians, the Bible helps continue God’s work of sanctification because it’'s God’s Word doing
what only it can do in us—growing us in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18).The Bible tells us, “All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be equipped, having been thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-
17).The Bible gives us our most sacred and important truth, the gospel. The gospel “is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, 'but the righteous will live by faith'” (Romans 1:16-17). Later, the Apostle Paul writes, “So
faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). Both of these passages beckon to those of no faith in Christ to come and read the powerful Word of God so they may be saved. When a pastor preaches from the Bible or when a Bible teacher reads the Scriptures to others, or even when we share the gospel with others, it’s
the Lord working through His very word to call people to Himself and to equip the saints.How to Start Reading the BibleThe Bible is certainly daunting to an unbeliever, but it need not seem so to a new Christian. Remember, God didn’t give us His Word to confuse us (1 Corinthians 14:33); He gave it as a revelation of Himself, history, and His
redemptive plan for humanity. We also have the Holy Spirit to help us (1 Corinthians 2:1-16) and to bring glory to the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:24).As far as what Bible version to read, prayerfully choose one that is as close to the original language as possible yet still retains readability. The favorite Bible translations of many include
the ESV (English Standard Version), the NKJV (New King James Version, which uses modern-day language), the CSB (Christian Standard Bible), and the NASB 1995 (New American Standard Bible). Whether or not you use a study Bible (A Bible with explanatory notes) depends upon your preference, but any of these translations will provide great notes
in their study Bible to help you understand more of Scripture.Some people say to start with the gospel of John, but since the Bible is one narrative, why not start at the beginning? Genesis 1:1 begins God’s history with the creation of the heavens and the earth and living beings, and the reader will understand the New Testament better with knowledge of
the Old Testament. After all, since Christ is the epicenter and cornerstone of all history, we will “see” Him in the pages of the Old Testament. Because Jesus so permeates the Old Testament, we can say, “Show me Jesus” when we read it. Either way, Bible reading plans abound, which will give you a solid yearly path to follow, often with daily readings
that include portions of the Old and New Testaments.It's good and right to have a mature Christian mentor alongside the teaching from your church’s pastor and Sunday school. The Bible instructs older (spiritually mature) women to teach the younger women (Titus 2:3-5). And we have the pastoral letters of Paul to Timothy and Titus to show us how
older, mature Christian men should instruct and encourage the younger men.Another aid for helping a new believer read and better understand the Bible are devotionals. These are topical books that delve into the truths of the Bible. Some good devotionals include: You will find every time you read through the Bible that something “new” will stand out
to you. That’s the Lord Jesus growing you in the grace and knowledge of Himself (2 Peter 3:18). The Bible tells us it is living and active (Hebrews 4:12); it will never seem old or outdated to you because it’s God’s living Word. Another thought before we go: as you pray before you read the Bible, join your heart in praise to our sovereign God through a
hymn or two of worship. Two that will enhance your worshipful attitude toward immersing yourself in God’s Word are Speak, O Lord and Sing to Jesus.I’'m praying for you to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18) as you read the Bible.Photo credit: UnsplashlLisa Loraine Baker is the multiple award-winning author
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illness dancing mania begins in Aix-la-Chapelle (Aachen), possibly due to ergotism. October 27 - King Gongmin of Goryeo is assassinated and succeeded by U of Goryeo on the throne of Goryeo (in modern-day Korea). November 25 - James of Baux succeeds his uncle, Philip II, as Prince of Taranto (modern-day eastern Italy) and titular ruler of the Latin
Empire (northern Greece and western Turkey). Rao Biram Dev succeeds Rao Kanhadev as ruler of Marwar (the modern-day Jodhpur district of India). Shaikh Hasan Jalayir succeeds his father, Shaykh Uways Jalayir, as ruler of the Jalayirid Sultanate in modern-day Iraq and western Iran. Hasan proves to be an unpopular ruler and is executed on October
9 and succeeded by his brother, Shaikh Hussain Jalayir. Musa II succeeds his father, Mari Djata II, as Mansa of the Mali Empire (modern-day Mali and Senegal). Robert de Juilly succeeds Raymond Berenger as Grand Master of the Knights Hospitaller. Princes from the Kingdom of Granada choose Abu al-Abbas Ahmad to succeed Muhammad as-Said, as
Sultan of the Marinid Empire in Morocco. The Empire is split into the Kingdom of Fez and the Kingdom of Marrakech. A form of the Great Plague returns to Europe. The Chateau de Compiegne royal residence is built in France. April 11 - Roger Mortimer, 4th Earl of March, heir to the throne of England (d. 1398) November 26 - Yury Dmitrievich,
Russian grand prince (d. 1434) probable Queen Jadwiga of Poland King Martin I of Sicily (d. 1409) March 12 - Emperor Go-Kogon of Japan (b. 1338). June 5 or June 6 - William Whittlesey, Archbishop of Canterbury June 29 - Jan Mili¢ of Kromériz, Czech priest and reformer July 19 - Petrarch, Italian poet (b. 1304) September - Joanna of Flanders,
Duchess of Brittany (b. 1295) October 27 - King Gongmin of Goryeo (b. 1330) November 25 - Prince Philip II of Taranto December 1 - Magnus Eriksson, king of Sweden (b. 1316) date unknown - Gao Qi, Chinese poet (born 1336) date unknown - Konrad of Megenberg, historian (b. 1309)[1] ™ "Book of Nature". World Digital Library. August 7, 2013.
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1230s 1240s 1250s 1260s 1270s 1280s 1290s Categories: Births - Deaths Establishments - Disestablishments vte Mongol Emperor Genghis Khan whose conquests created the largest contiguous empire in history The 13th century was the century which lasted from January 1, 1201 (represented by the Roman numerals MCCI) through December 31,
1300 (MCCC) in accordance with the Julian calendar. The Mongol Empire was founded by Genghis Khan, which stretched from Eastern Asia to Eastern Europe. The conquests of Hulagu Khan and other Mongol invasions changed the course of the Muslim world, most notably the Siege of Baghdad (1258) and the destruction of the House of Wisdom.
Other Muslim powers such as the Mali Empire and Delhi Sultanate conquered large parts of West Africa and the Indian subcontinent, while Buddhism witnessed a decline through the conquest led by Bakhtiyar Khilji. The earliest Islamic states in Southeast Asia formed during this century, most notably Samudera Pasai.[1] The Kingdoms of Sukhothai
and Hanthawaddy would emerge and go on to dominate their surrounding territories.[2] Europe entered the apex of the High Middle Ages, characterized by rapid legal, cultural, and religious evolution as well as economic dynamism. Crusades after the fourth, while mostly unsuccessful in rechristianizing the Holy Land, inspired the desire to expel
Muslim presence from Europe that drove the Reconquista and solidified a sense of Christendom. To the north, the Teutonic Order Christianized and gained dominance of Prussia, Estonia, and Livonia. Inspired by new translations into Latin of classical works preserved in the Islamic World for over a thousand years, Thomas Aquinas developed
Scholasticism, which dominated the curricula of the new universities.[3] In England, King John signed the Magna Carta, beginning the tradition of Parliamentary advisement in England. This helped develop the principle of equality under law in European judisprudence.[4] The Southern Song dynasty began the century as a prosperous kingdom but were
later invaded and annexed into the Yuan dynasty of the Mongols. The Kamakura Shogunate of Japan successfully resisted two Mongol invasion attempts in 1274 and 1281. The Korean state of Goryeo resisted a Mongol invasion, but eventually sued for peace and became a client state of the Yuan dynasty.[5] In North America, according to some
population estimates, the population of Cahokia grew to be comparable to the population of 13th-century London.[6] In Peru, the Kingdom of Cuzco began as part of the Late Intermediate Period. In Mayan civilization, the 13th century marked the beginning of the Late Postclassic period. The Kanem Empire in what is now Chad reached its apex. The
Solomonic dynasty in Ethiopia and the Zimbabwe Kingdom were founded. Eastern Hemisphere in 1200 AD Main article: 1200s 1202: Introduction of Liber Abaci by Fibonacci. 1202: Battle of Basian occurs on July 27, between Kingdom of Georgia and Seljuks. 1202: Battle of Mirebeau occurs on August 1, between Arthur I of Brittany and John of England.
1204: Islamization of Bengal by Bakhtiyar Khalji and oppression of Buddhism in East India. 1204: Fourth Crusade of 1202-1204 captures Zadar for Venice and sacks Byzantine Constantinople, creating the Latin Empire. 1204: Fall of Normandy from Angevin hands to the French King, Philip Augustus, end of Norman domination of France. 1205: The
Battle of Adrianople occurred on April 14 between Bulgarians under Tsar Kaloyan of Bulgaria, and Crusaders under Baldwin I, (July 1172 - 1205), the first emperor of the Latin Empire of Constantinople. 1206: Genghis Khan is declared Great Khan of the Mongols. 1206: The Delhi Sultanate is established in Northern India under the Mamluk Dynasty.
1209: Francis of Assisi founds the Franciscan Order. 1209: The Albigensian Crusade is declared by Pope Innocent III. Main article: 1210s A page of the Italian Fibonacci's Liber Abaci from the Biblioteca Nazionale di Firenze showing the Fibonacci sequence with the position in the sequence labeled in Roman numerals and the value in Arabic-Hindu
numerals. 1210: Qutb-ud-Din Aibak, the first ruler of the Delhi Sultanate, fell down from a horse while playing chovgan (a form of polo on horseback) in Lahore and died instantly when the pommel of the saddle pierced his ribs. 1212: The Battle of Las Navas de Tolosa in Iberia marks the beginning of a rapid Christian reconquest of the southern half of
the Iberian Peninsula, mainly from 1230-1248, with the defeat of Moorish forces. 1212: Frederick of Sicily is crowned King of the Romans at Mainz. 1213: The Kingdom of France defeats the Crown of Aragon at the Battle of Muret. 1214: France defeats the English and Imperial German forces at the Battle of Bouvines. 1215: King John signs Magna
Carta at Runnymede. 1216: Battle of Lipitsa between Russian principalities. 1216: Maravarman Sundara I reestablishes the Pandya Dynasty in Southern India 1217-1221: Fifth Crusade captures Egyptian Ayyubid port city of Damietta; ultimately the Crusaders withdraw. Main article: 1220s c. 1220: The Kingdom of Mapungubwe was established 1220:
Frederick II, Holy Roman Emperor is crowned in Rome 1221: Merv, Herat, Bamyan and Nishapur are destroyed in the Mongol invasion of the Khwarazmian Empire. 1222: Andrew II of Hungary signs the Golden Bull which affirms the privileges of Hungarian nobility. 1223: The Signoria of the Republic of Venice is formed and consists of the Doge, the
Minor Council, and the three leaders of the Quarantia. 1223: The Mongol Empire defeats various Russian principalities at the Battle of the Kalka River. 1223: Volga Bulgaria defeats the army of the Mongol Empire at the Battle of Samara Bend. 1225: Tran dynasty of Vietnam was established by Emperor Tran Théi Téng ascended to the throne after his
uncle Tran Thu D0 orchestrated the overthrow of the Ly dynasty. 1226-1250: Dispute between the so-called second Lombard League and Emperor Frederick II. 1227: Estonians are finally subjugated to German crusader rule during the Livonian Crusade. 1227: Genghis Khan dies. 1228-1229: Sixth Crusade under the excommunicated Emperor Frederick
IT, who returns Jerusalem to the Crusader States in a negotiated settlement with the Sultan of Egypt, Al-Kamil 1228-1230: First clash between Gregory IX and Emperor Frederick II. Main article: 1230s Portrait of the Chinese Zen Buddhist Wuzhun Shifan, painted in 1238, Song dynasty. 1231: Emperor Frederick II promulgates the Constitutions of Melfi,
a far-reaching legal code influential in the development of continental European statehood.[7][8] 1232: The Mongols besiege Kaifeng, the capital of the Jin dynasty, capturing it in the following year. 1233: Battle of Ganter, Ken Arok defeated Kertajaya, the last king of Kediri, thus established Singhasari kingdom[9] Ken Arok ended the reign of Isyana
Dynasty and started his own Rajasa dynasty. 1235: The Mandinka kingdoms unite to form the Mali Empire which leads to the downfall of Sosso in the 1230s. 1237: Emperor Frederick II virtually annihilates the forces of the second Lombard League at the Battle of Cortenuova. 1239-1250: Third conflict between the Holy Roman Empire and the Papacy.
1237-1240: Mongol Empire conquers Kievan Rus. 1238: Sukhothai becomes the first capital of Sukhothai Kingdom. Main article: 1240s 1240: Russians defeat the Swedish army at the Battle of the Neva. 1241: Mongol Empire defeats Hungary at the Battle of Mohi and defeats Poland at the Battle of Legnica. Hungary and Poland ravaged. 1242: Russians
defeat the Teutonic Knights at the Battle of Lake Peipus. 1243-1250: Second Holy Roman Empire-Papacy War. 1244: Ayyubids and Khwarezmians defeat the Crusaders and their Muslim allies at the Battle of La Forbie. 1249: End of the Portuguese Reconquista against the Moors, when King Afonso III of Portugal reconquers the Algarve. 1248-1254:
Seventh Crusade captures Egyptian Ayyubid port city of Damietta, crusaders ultimately withdraw, after the capture of French king Louis IX. Mamelukes overthrow Ayyubid Dynasty. Main article: 1250s Mongol Empire in 1227 at Genghis Khan's death By 1250, Pensacola culture, through trade, begins influencing Coastal Coles Creek culture.[10] 1250:
The Mamluk dynasty is founded in Egypt. 1250: Death of Emperor Frederick IT on December 13th. 1257: Baab Mashur Malamo established the Sultanate of Ternate in Maluku. 1258: Baghdad captured and destroyed by the Mongols, effective conclusion of the Abbasid Caliphate in Baghdad. 1258: Pandayan Emperor Jatavarman Sundara I invades
Eastern India and northern Sri Lanka. 1259: Treaty of Paris is signed between Louis IX and Henry III Main article: 1260s 1260: Mongols first major war defeat in the Battle of Ain Jalut against the Egyptians. 1260: Toluid Civil War begins between Kublai Khan and Ariq Boke for the title of Great Khan. 1261: Byzantines under Michael VIII retake
Constantinople from the Crusaders and Venice. 1262: Iceland brought under Norwegian rule, with the Old Covenant. 1265: Dominican theologian Thomas Aquinas begins to write his Summa Theologiae. 1268: Fall of the Crusader State of Antioch to the Egyptians. Main article: 1270s The opening page of one of Ibn al-Nafis' medical works. This is
probably a copy made in India during the 17th or 18th century. 1270: Goryeo dynasty swears allegiance to the Yuan dynasty. 1270: The Zagwe dynasty is displaced by the Solomonic dynasty. 1271: Edward I of England and Charles of Anjou arrive in Acre, starting the Ninth Crusade against Baibars. 1272-1274: Second Council of Lyon attempts to unite
the churches of the Eastern Roman Empire with the Church of Rome. 1274: The Mongols launch their first invasion of Japan, but they are repelled by the Samurai and the Kamikaze winds. 1274: The Tepanec give the Mexica permission to settle at the islet Cauhmixtitlan (Eagle's Place Between the Clouds) 1275: Sant Dnyaneshwar who wrote
Dnyaneshwari (a commentary on the Bhagavad Gita) and Amrutanubhav was born. 1275: King Kertanegara of Singhasari launched Pamalayu expedition against Melayu Kingdom in Sumatra (ended in 1292). 1277: Passage of the last and most important of the Paris Condemnations by Bishop Tempier, which banned a number of Aristotelian propositions
1279: The Song dynasty ends after losing the Battle of Yamen to the Mongols. 1279: The Chola Dynasty in Southern India officially comes to an end. Main article: 1280s 1281: The Mongols launch their second invasion of Japan, but like their first invasion they are repelled by the Samurai and the Kamikaze winds. 1282: Aragon acquires Sicily after the
Sicilian Vespers. 1284: Peterhouse, Cambridge founded by Hugo de Balsham, the Bishop of Ely. 1284: King Kertanegara launches the Pabali expedition to Bali, integrating Bali into the Singhasari territory. 1285: Second Mongol raid against Hungary, led by Nogai Khan. 1289: The County of Tripoli falls to the Bahri Mamluks led by Qalawun. 1289:
Kertanegara insulted the envoy of Kublai Khan, who demanded that Java pay tribute to the Yuan Dynasty.[11][12] Main articles: 1290s and 1300s Hommage of Edward I (kneeling), to the Philippe le Bel (seated). As duke of Aquitaine, Edward was a vassal to the French king. The Mamluk Dynasty comes to an end and is replaced by the Khalji dynasty.
1290: By the Edict of Expulsion, King Edward I of England orders all Jews to leave the Kingdom of England. 1291: The Swiss Confederation of Uri, Schwyz, and Unterwalden forms. 1291: Mamluk Sultan of Egypt al-Ashraf Khalil captures Acre, thus ending the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem (the last Christian state remaining from the Crusades). 1292:
Jayakatwang, duke of Kediri, rebels and kills Kertanegara, ending the Singhasari kingdom. 1292: Marco Polo, on his voyage from China to Persia, visits Sumatra and reports that, on the northern part of Sumatra, there were six trading ports, including Ferlec, Samudera and Lambri.[13] 1292: King Mangrai founds the Lanna kingdom. 1293: Mongol
invasion of Java.[14] Kublai Khan of Yuan dynasty China, sends punitive attack against Kertanegara of Singhasari, who repels the Mongol forces. 1293: On 10 November, the coronation of Nararya Sangramawijaya as monarch, marks the foundation of the Hindu Majapahit kingdom in eastern Java. 1296: First War of Scottish Independence begins. 1297:
Membership in the Mazor Consegio or the Great Council of Venice of the Venetian Republic is sealed and limited in the future to only those families whose names have been inscribed therein. 1299: Ottoman Empire is established under Osman I. 1300: Islam is likely established in the Aceh region. 1300: Aji Batara Agung Dewa Sakti founds the Kingdom
of Kutai Kartanegara/Sultanate of Kutai in the Tepian Batu or Kutai Lama. 1300: The Turku Cathedral was consecrated in Turku.[15] 1300: Sri Rajahmura Lumaya, known in his shortened name Sri Lumay, a half-Tamil and half Malay minor prince of the Chola dynasty in Sumatra established the Indianized Rajahnate of Cebu in Cebu Island on the
Philippine Archipelago. Alai Gate and Qutub Minar were built during the Mamluk and Khalji dynasties of the Delhi Sultanate.[16] Early 13th century - Xia Gui paints Twelve Views from a Thatched Hut, during the Southern Song dynasty (now in Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, Missouri). The motet form originates out of the Ars antiqua
tradition of Western European music. Manuscript culture develops out of this time period in cities in Europe, which denotes a shift from monasteries to cities for books. Pecia system of copying books develops in Italian university-towns and was taken up by the University of Paris in the middle of the century. Wooden movable type printing invented by
Chinese governmental minister Wang Zhen in 1298. The earliest known rockets, landmines, and handguns are made by the Chinese for use in warfare. The Chinese adopt the windmill from the Islamic world. Guan ware vase is made, Southern Song dynasty. It is now kept at Percival David Foundation of Chinese Art, London. 1250 - Cliff Palace, Mesa
Verde, and other Ancestral Pueblo architectural complexes reach their apex[17] 1280s - Eyeglasses are invented in Venice, Italy. Late 13th century - Night Attack on the Sanjo Palace is made during the Kamakura period. It is now kept at Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Late 13th century - Descent of the Amida Trinity, raigo triptych, is made, Kamakura
period. It is now kept at the Art Institute of Chicago. The Neo-Aramaic languages begin to develop during the course of the century. Christianity in the 13th century ~ "Samudra Pasai worthy to be world historical site". Republika Online. 2017-03-24. Retrieved 2020-01-24. ™ Coedeés, George (1968). Walter F. Vella (ed.). The Indianized States of
Southeast Asia. trans.Susan Brown Cowing. University of Hawaii Press. ISBN 978-0-8248-0368-1. ~ "St. Thomas Aquinas". Catholic Encyclopedia. Retrieved 2023-12-09. ~ Brooks, Christopher (2020). Western Civilization: A Concise History. NSCC Libraries Pressbooks. ™ Lee, Kenneth B. (1997). Korea and East Asia: The Story of a Phoenix. Greenwood
Publishing Group. ISBN 9780275958237. ~ "Greater London, Inner London Population & Density History". www.demographia.com. Retrieved 2023-02-10. Quoting from The London Encyclopedia, Ben Weinreb and Christopher Hibbert, ed., Macmillan, 2010, ISBN 1405049251 ~ Van Cleve, T. C. (1972). The Emperor Frederick II of Hohenstaufen:
Immuntator Mundi. Oxford. p. 143. ISBN 0-198-22513-X. ©~ Kantorowicz, Ernst (1937). Frederick the Second, 1194-1250. New York: Frederick Ungar. p. 228. ©~ "Ken Angrok". Encyclopeaedia Britannica. Retrieved 25 July 2010. ©~ Weinstein, Richard A.; Dumas, Ashley A. (2008). "The spread of shell-tempered ceramics along the northern coast of the Gulf
of Mexico" (PDF). Southeastern Archaeology. 27 (2). Archived from the original (PDF) on 2012-04-25. © Grousset, Rene (1988), Empire of steppes, Wars in Japan, Indochina and Java, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, p. 288, ISBN 0-8135-1304-9. ~ Kahler, H. (December 31, 1981). Modern Times. Brill Archive. ISBN 9004061967 - via Google Books.
~ "History of Aceh". Archived from the original on August 13, 2012. ~ Weatherford, Jack (2004). Genghis khan and the making of the modern world. New York: Random House. p. 239. ISBN 0-609-80964-4. ©~ "Kenelle kellot soivat? - Kiipea 360-videon avulla Turun tuomiokirkon torniin". Yle Uutiset (in Finnish). 2017-07-02. Retrieved 2023-02-10. ©
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Retrieved from " WhatLinksHere/13th century" Some religious groups recognize the Bible as one of several holy books or scriptures. They claim God has spoken through the Vedic Scriptures or Book of Mormon just as He has spoken through the Bible. Evangelical Christians reject that claim because they believe the sixty-six books of the Bible form the
completed canon of Scripture. We use the word “canonicity” to describe those books which are included in the Bible because they measure up to the standard of Scripture. The word canon originally meant a measuring rod or standard of measure. It was applied to the Old Testament as Jewish leaders determined which books should or should not be
viewed as Scripture. According to the Jewish historian Josephus, the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament were brought together during the life of Ezra (Neh. 8:1). The Old Testament canon was well established by the time of Jesus. Evangelical Christians have followed the example of Jesus and recognize the canonicity of the Old Testament. 4 Criteria
for Determining a New Testament Book The early church used four criteria to determine the canonicity of a New Testament book. First, each book was written by an apostle or one closely associated with an apostle. Second, the contents of these books were revelatory in nature. Third, these books were universally recognized by the church in their
teaching and preaching ministry. Fourth, these books were considered inspired because they bore the marks of inspiration. When the twenty-seven books of the New Testament were gathered into the canon, the Scriptures were complete. There are several reasons we believe there will be no additions to the books of Scripture that we consider
canonical. Scripture forbids adding or removing anything from itself (Rev. 22:18-19). The task of writing revelation is completed and we now have “the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). The prophetic and apostolic offices of the early church no longer exist, therefore no one is qualified to write additional Scripture (Eph. 2:20).
The widespread acceptance of the Bible among spiritual people as the only authoritative Scripture for Christians is also an indication that only the Bible is in fact God’s Word (1 Cor. 3:6-9; John 10:24). Translation Is Different Each Bible translation differs in both purpose and writing style. The simplest translations would be the NLT (New Living
Translation) and NIV (New International Version). The most complex would include the KJV (King James Version) and NASB (New American Standard Bible). Some are more in the middle, like NKJV (New King James Version). The different translations are to reach people with different literary backgrounds and tastes. It would benefit the believer to
have multiple translations so they can compare and contrast, to deepen understanding of particular passages. They may find they prefer the way one translation says something over the other, and use that as their primary translation. How the Books of the Bible were Chosen Some religious groups today accept the Bible as one of their religious books
but they also accept other so-called “revelations from God.” We deny that any of these claims are accurate. The sixty-six books of the Bible form the completed canon of Scripture. “Canon” comes from “reed or measurement.” A canonical book is one that measured up to the standard of Scripture. Today, books in the canon are those that are universally
recognized by Christians on the official list of books of Scripture. Christianity accepts sixty-six books of the Bible, thirty-nine Old Testament books and twenty-seven New Testament books. Josephus, a Jewish historian during the life of Christ, testified that the books of the Old Testament were brought together during the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus
(464 to 424 B.C.) during the life of Ezra the Scribe (Neh. 8:1, 4, 99 14; 7:6, 11; 12:26, 36). H. C. Theissen notes: By the end of the second century all but seven books, Hebrews, II and III John, II Peter, Jude, James and Revelation, the so called antilegomena, were recognized as apostolic, and by the end of the fourth century all the twenty-seven books in
our present Canon were recognized by all the churches of the West. After the Damasine Council of Rome A.D. 332 and the third Council of Carthage A.D. 397 the question of the Canon was closed in the West. By the year 500 the whole Greek-speaking church seemed also to have accepted all the books in our present New Testament. The early Christian
church used four criteria to determine what books appeared in the canon. First, they included books that were written by apostles or an author in special relationship to an apostle, such as Mark, Luke, and James. Second, the contents were revelatory in nature; hence, apocryphal, (of doubtful origin) and pseudepigraphical (written under pseudonyms or
anonymously) books were eliminated. Many such books appeared around 200 B.C. Third, the church accepted books that were universally recognized as Scripture. These were the books that were used in preaching and teaching. Finally, the books that were considered inspired or gave evidence of inspiration where placed in the canon. There are several
reasons why these sixty-six books were included in the canon. The End of Doctrinal Revelation God implied in Scripture that the giving of revelation would terminate and come to an end. By implication, those who added to revelation would be judged and those who took away from the revelation would also receive God’s condemnation (Rev. 22:18, 19).
This verse is integrated specifically to the last book of the Bible, and by application can be extended to all sixty-six books. God’s wisdom anticipated the tendency towards corruption of his message, and he issued warnings against those who would “corrupt the Word of God” (2 Cor. 2:12). The same warning was given to those who “pervert the gospel”
(Gal. 1:7). Any tendency toward heresy was also condemned by God, apostasy being that which took away from God’s message. God warned in the Old Testament not to add to his Word (Prov. 30:6). The New Testament concludes with a similar warning (Rev. 22:18, 19). James spoke of the Bible as the perfect [complete] law of liberty” (James 1:25), again
implying a full system of doctrine. Since God warned that no one could add or subtract from his doctrine, we conclude that the revelation of God in the Bible is complete. Completion of the task of writing revelation All the truth that God is going to reveal has been revealed. This means God will not add to the truth about himself that he revealed in the
Bible. The task of revealing truth is completed. God began by revealing himself (theology proper) and ends with the doctrine of eschatology (the last things). Everything that man needs on every subject has been revealed, but this does not include everything that man wants to know. Since this revelation is complete in content, there came a time when
Jude could say, “the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). We do not need additional revelations from God, therefore the canon is closed. Prophetic Office Revelation was recorded by “holy men of God ... as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21). When Paul says that the church was built upon the apostles and prophets
(Eph. 2:20), he was indicating that these two offices were recipients of revelatory truth. Acceptance by Spiritual People A message from God is recognized by people who have his Spirit. One of the criteria to determine the canon is its recognition and acceptance by the church. We believe that the message of God is spiritually discerned, and that only
those who possess the Holy Spirit can recognize God’s Spirit (1 Cor. 3:6-9). Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice and follow me” (John 10:24). In essence, God’s people will recognize his voice in the written page and obey his commandments. But at the same time, they will recognize that certain claims to inspiration are false claims. While this is a
subjective argument and will not stand alone, it will support the other arguments for a closed canon. There has been no large movement by evangelical Christians to recognize a new, inspired book. The acceptance of the Old and New Testament and the apparent indestructibility of the canon are additional arguments for a closed canon. When the Bible
is read alongside its contemporary literature, the mark of God becomes even more obvious in its pages. Conclusion There is no good reason for anyone to doubt the authority and accuracy of the Bible. The foundation of Scripture is the basis for Christian living (Matt. 7:24-27). And when the Bible is applied to the lives of Christians, it becomes a further
source to demonstrate its credibility. Paul used this argument when writing to the Corinthians, “Ye are our epistle written in our heart, known and read of all men” (2 Cor. 3:2). People today will not recognize the Bible for what it is until they see it lived out in our lives. Mahatma Gandhi has been identified as one of the most influential men of this
century.” This Hindu leader brought democracy to the nation of India. He was a man who had at one time seriously considered converting to Christianity. After studying Christianity and Christians, Gandhi is reported to have said, “I would be a Christian, if it were not for Christians.” He failed to see the principles of the Bible lived out in the lives of
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Al demos. Answers to your usage rights questions. Our original video podcast covers it all—now on demand.Watch Now The Bible, revered as a cornerstone of spiritual guidance and moral teaching, encompasses more than just a single genre or category. This collection of texts, written over centuries, offers a profound insight into the lives, histories,
and spiritual beliefs of numerous cultures. In exploring what kind of book the Bible is, we also delve into how one might approach reading it in an order that unveils its complex beauty and timeless truths.What Type of Book is the Bible Classified As?At its core, the Bible is a religious text, considered sacred by millions around the world. It includes a
variety of literary genres, including historical narrative, poetry, prophecy, law, and epistles. Each genre contributes to the Bible’s overarching purpose: to convey the relationship between God and mankind, impart moral teachings, and offer spiritual enlightenment.What Kind of Book Do You Think the Bible Is?Individual perceptions of the Bible can vary
greatly. Some view it as a historical document, others as a moral compass, and many as the literal word of God. It’s a compilation of books that tells a grand narrative of human history, divine intervention, and spiritual wisdom, impacting countless lives with its messages.Is the Bible a Type of Literature?Indeed, the Bible is also recognized as a
significant literary work. Its pages are rich with metaphors, allegories, and symbolism that have been studied and revered within both religious and academic circles. The narrative techniques and poetic expressions found in the Bible have influenced numerous other works throughout history.What Kind of Bibles Are There?There are various versions
and translations of the Bible, each offering different perspectives and interpretations. The King James Bible, the New International Version (NIV), and the New Revised Standard Version (NRSB) are a few examples that reflect diverse theological and cultural contexts. Each version aims to make the scriptures accessible and understandable to its
audience. See also Did Peter Have A Wife In The Bible? Insights on Disciple Marriages Who Wrote the Bible?The Bible is traditionally considered to be written by multiple authors, inspired by divine guidance. These authors, ranging from prophets and kings to scholars and poets, contributed over centuries to the compilation of texts that compose the
Old and New Testaments.Is the Bible Considered a Book?While the Bible is commonly referred to as a book, it’s more accurately described as a library of books. It contains a collection of writings that, together, provide a complex but unified narrative about the human experience with the divine.What Order Should I Read the Bible In?Choosing an order
to read the Bible can be a personal journey, influenced by individual goals and spiritual guidance. Some may prefer to read it chronologically to understand the historical flow, while others might focus on thematic elements or personal relevance. Here’s a suggested order for those new to the Bible:Gospels: Start with the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ, as these are central to Christian faith.Psalms & Proverbs: These books offer wisdom and comfort, making them accessible and deeply resonant.Old Testament Histories: From Genesis to Esther, these books narrate the history of the Jewish people and their covenant with God.Epistles: Letters written by early Christian leaders offer practical
advice for living out one’s faith.Prophetic Books: Explore the prophecies that are both historical and messianic.The Bible’s complexity and depth make it a book unlike any other. As you explore its pages, you’ll find not just stories and teachings, but a profound invitation to understand more deeply the nature of God and our place in the universe. See
also How Do You Quote A Bible Verse In An Essay? A Complete Guide Dr. Michael is a famous writer who talks about why we should believe in the Bible. He uses simple words to explain why the Bible is true. Adobestock #561935353 The Four Gospels: There are four different records of the life of Jesus: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Each presents a
distinctive aspect of Jesus’s life and ministry. The Book of Acts: This is the history of the earliest followers of Jesus. The Letters of the Apostle Paul: Paul of Tarsus, a man who was once an opponent of Christianity, became a great church planter. His letters to churches are hugely influential on Christian doctrine to this day. The Letter to the Hebrews: A
“general epistle,” this beautiful description of the ministry of Jesus was penned by an unknown hand. The Letter of James: A letter written by one of the earliest leaders in the early church, who was also a half-brother of Jesus. The Letters of Peter: Two pastoral letters written by one of Jesus’s closest disciples. The Letters of John: Three intimate,
encouraging letters from another of Jesus’s closest disciples. The Letter of Jude: a short-but-powerful letter from another brother of Jesus. Revelation: A highly symbolic book that has fascinated Christians for centuries. The books of the Bible, spanning from Genesis to Malachi in the Old Testament and Matthew to Revelation in the New Testament, form
a cohesive narrative of God’s redemptive plan for humanity. Each book contributes to the overarching story of creation, fall, redemption, and restoration, revealing God’s faithfulness, love, and sovereignty throughout history. As readers engage with these diverse texts, they encounter timeless truths, profound wisdom, and the transformative power of
God’s Word. Topical EncyclopediaThe term "The Books" in a biblical context often refers to the sacred writings that comprise the Bible, a collection of texts considered divinely inspired and authoritative in Christianity. The Bible is divided into two main sections: the Old Testament and the New Testament. Each section contains various books that serve
different purposes, including historical accounts, laws, prophecies, poetry, and teachings.Old TestamentThe Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Bible, consists of 39 books in the Protestant tradition. It begins with the Pentateuch, also called the Torah, which includes Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These books lay the
foundation for the biblical narrative, detailing the creation of the world, the history of the patriarchs, the Exodus from Egypt, and the giving of the Law at Sinai.Following the Pentateuch are the Historical Books, which include Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. These books recount the
history of Israel from the conquest of Canaan to the return from Babylonian exile.The Poetic and Wisdom Books, including Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon, offer insights into human experience, worship, and the pursuit of wisdom. The Psalms, for instance, are a collection of songs and prayers that express a wide range of
emotions and theological themes. As Psalm 23:1 states, "The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want."The Prophetic Books are divided into Major Prophets—Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel—and Minor Prophets, which include Hosea through Malachi. These books contain messages from God delivered through His prophets, addressing
issues such as idolatry, social injustice, and the hope of redemption. Isaiah 9:6 proclaims, "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government will be upon His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."New TestamentThe New Testament consists of 27 books that focus on
the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as well as the early Christian church. The Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—provide four distinct accounts of Jesus' life and ministry. John 1:14 declares, "The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth."The Acts of the Apostles, written by Luke, details the spread of the Gospel and the growth of the early church after Christ's ascension. It highlights the work of the Holy Spirit and the missionary journeys of the Apostle Paul.The Epistles, or letters, are writings from apostles such as Paul, Peter, James, John, and Jude to
various churches and individuals. These letters address theological issues, ethical living, and church practices. Romans 1:16 states, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, then to the Greek."The final book, Revelation, is an apocalyptic text written by the Apostle John. It
contains visions of the end times, the return of Christ, and the ultimate victory of God over evil. Revelation 21:4 offers hope, saying, "He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the former things have passed away."SignificanceThe Books of the Bible are central to Christian faith and
practice, serving as the primary source of doctrine, moral guidance, and spiritual inspiration. They are revered as the Word of God, providing believers with a comprehensive narrative of God's interaction with humanity and His plan for salvation through Jesus Christ. As 2 Timothy 3:16-17 affirms, "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for



instruction, for conviction, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, fully equipped for every good work." The Bible is one of the most influential and widely read books in human history, but what exactly is it? If you're short on time, here’s a quick answer to your question: the Bible is a collection of books
written over many centuries by different authors that Christians and Jews consider sacred scripture and the word of God. It contains stories, poems, letters, laws, and prophecies. In this comprehensive article, we will examine the different aspects of the Bible to understand its nature and purpose. We will look at its origins, structure, literary styles,
major themes, and significance to many faiths. Whether you are a believer seeking deeper understanding or a skeptic hoping to gain clarity, read on for a thorough exploration of the fascinating literary work that is the Judeo-Christian Bible. The Origins and History of the Bible The Old Testament The Old Testament is the first section of the Bible,
covering the history of the Jewish people and their relationship with God until around 400 BC. It contains 39 books written over roughly 1,000 years by various authors. These books include histories, prophecies, poems, proverbs, and letters originally written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. The first five books - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy - are known as the Torah or Pentateuch. They establish the laws and beliefs of the Jewish faith. Other key Old Testament books include Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings - which provide a history of the Jewish nation - the wisdom literature of Psalms, Proverbs and Job, and the Major and Minor Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah
and Amos. The New Testament The New Testament details the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and the early development of Christianity. It contains 27 books written in the common (Koine) Greek language during the first century AD. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John provide four accounts of the life and death of Jesus. The book of Acts
describes the early growth of the church. Letters from Christian leaders - like Paul’s epistles to the Romans and Corinthians - give doctrine and instruction to early believers. Finally, the book of Revelation details apocalyptic prophecies and the end times. Most scholars agree the New Testament reached its current form around 300 AD when the 39
books of the Old Testament and 27 books of the New Testament were compiled into the canonical Bible we have today. Compilation of the Bible The Bible was written over roughly 1,500 years by around 40 different authors on three continents (Africa, Asia and Europe). This makes it quite unique among sacred texts. It started as oral tradition until
Moses wrote the Torah around 1446 BC. Other Old Testament books were gradually added over time, with the Book of Daniel being completed around 165 BC after centuries of compilation. In contrast, most New Testament books were written within the lifetimes of people who had met Jesus. They were valued early on and shared among Christian
communities. By 140 AD there is evidence a collection of Christian writings similar to our New Testament was circulating. A definitive list of New Testament books was formalized by 367 AD. According to a 2022 survey by the Gallup organization, 49% of Americans consider the Bible “the actual word of God to be taken literally.” Understanding its
origins and history can provide valuable perspective on this hugely influential text at the heart of western culture. The Structure and Contents of the Bible The Old Testament Books The Old Testament contains 39 books written between approximately 1500 BC and 400 BC. These books are divided into 5 categories: The Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy) - These 5 books are mainly attributed to Moses and cover events from the creation of the world up to Moses’ death. The Historical Books (Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther) - These 12 books continue the story after the Pentateuch, covering the history of Israel
from their entry into Canaan up to the reestablishment of Israel after the Babylonian exile. The Poetic Books (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs) - These 5 books contain Hebrew poetry and deal with spiritual and ethical issues. The Major Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel) - These 5 books contain prophecies
warning Israel of God’s coming judgment and calling them to repentance. The Minor Prophets (Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi) - These 12 shorter prophetic books also deal with Israel’s unfaithfulness and the coming judgment of God. The Old Testament provides the background for
God’s redemptive plan that culminates in the coming of Jesus Christ in the New Testament. The New Testament Books The New Testament contains 27 books written between approximately AD 45 and AD 95. The books fall into several categories: The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) - These 4 books record the life, ministry, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Acts - This book records the beginnings of the early church after Christ’s ascension. The Epistles - These 21 letters were written by church leaders like Paul, James, and Peter to encourage, instruct, and correct various early churches. Revelation - This prophetic book depicts God’s future victory over evil and the creation of the new
heavens and new earth. The New Testament books tell the story of Jesus and how belief in him changes everything. These books call all people to faith in Christ and describe what the Christian life looks like. Together, the Old and New Testaments form a unified story of redemption pointing to Jesus Christ as the central figure. Though written over
1500+ years by 40+ authors, the Bible has an incredible unity in its message and purpose. Its divine inspiration makes it completely unique among books. Literary Styles Found in the Bible Narrative Narrative forms a large part of the Bible, especially in the Old Testament. Passages like Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1&2 Samuel,
1&2 Kings, 1&2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther contain narrative stories about the origins of the world, the early history of the Israelites, and the establishment of the monarchy in Israel. These stories are told chronologically and include dialogue between characters. Common narrative devices like plot, setting, characters, conflict and
resolution are used. The narratives teach theological truths but are also interesting as stories. Poetry Poetic books in the Bible include Psalms, Song of Songs, Lamentations and small portions of other books. Hebrew poetry relies on rhetorical devices like parallelism, imagery, metaphor, comparisons, and word pairs rather than rhyme or meter. The
Psalms have different types - laments, praise, thanksgiving, commemorative, wisdom, royal, and messianic psalms. The poetry conveys deep emotion and insight about God and the human condition. Wisdom Wisdom literature in the Old Testament includes Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes. These books reflect on the meaning of life and offer practical
advice for daily living. Proverbs contains short, pithy sayings while Job grapples with suffering and Ecclesiastes muses about the vanity of life under the sun. Wisdom literature aimed to produce people of understanding and moral formation who embodied the fear of the Lord. Prophecy Prophetic books make up a substantial portion of the Bible,
spanning Isaiah to Malachi in the Old Testament and Revelation in the New Testament. The prophets delivered messages from God to His people regarding sin and judgment but also comfort and hope. Their poetic oracles contain warnings, promises/consolation, and visions of future events. Though the language is symbolic and metaphorical, many
prophecies have seen clear fulfillment while others await future fulfillment. Gospels The four New Testament gospels - Matthew, Mark, Luke and John - tell the story of Jesus Christ’s life, teaching, death and resurrection. The first three (Synoptic) gospels have similar content, structure and wording while John takes a higher, more theological approach.
The gospel genre was common in the Greco-Roman period for recounting the stories of kings/emperors and famous figures but the biblical gospels are also faith documents written to inspire belief in Jesus as the Son of God and Savior. Epistles The New Testament epistles are letters written by apostles like Paul, Peter, John, James and Jude to churches
or individuals. There are 21 letters covering doctrine, ethics, church governance and pastoral matters. The letter format was commonly used in the ancient world. Epistles like Romans systematically lay out theology while the prison epistles like Ephesians contain soaring doxologies. The pastoral epistles (1&2 Timothy, Titus) offer practical advice for
leading churches. Major Themes and Concepts in the Bible God The Bible portrays God as the creator of the universe and the source of all moral authority. God is described as eternal, all-powerful, all-knowing, and present everywhere. Major characteristics of God highlighted in the Bible include holiness, justice, sovereignty, grace, mercy, and love. God
is also portrayed as having a special relationship with humans, created in God’s image but fallen into sin. Key biblical themes about God include God’s self-revelation through covenants, prophets, miracles, and ultimately through Jesus Christ. Covenants A covenant is a sacred agreement between God and humans. Major covenants in the Bible include
God’s covenants with Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, and the new covenant through Jesus Christ. These covenants reveal God’s character and set the framework for God’s relationship with humanity. Covenants generally involve promises by God to bless his people, and stipulations for how his people should live and relate to him. The extensive covenant
framework in scripture highlights the importance of relationships and agreements between God and his creation. Sin and Salvation The Bible presents human sinfulness and the need for salvation as universal realities. Sin is portrayed as rebellion against God and his created order, with impacts on human relationships and creation itself. The Bible
traces sin to the disobedience of Adam and Eve, and sees redemption through Jesus Christ as God’s solution to the problem of sin and death. Salvation in the Bible comes through God’s grace, received through faith in Christ, rather than human effort or goodness. Key themes related to sin and salvation permeate both the Old and New Testaments.
Ethics and Morality The Bible contains extensive moral and ethical instruction for human life. Key ethical themes include justice, care for the poor and marginalized, honesty, sexual purity, the sanctity of human life, and care for creation. Major sources of moral teaching in the Bible include the Ten Commandments, the Sermon on the Mount, the
teachings of Paul, and the ethical exhortations in many epistles. Obedience to God’s moral standards brings blessing, while disobedience brings harm and judgment. Biblical ethics are grounded in the character of God himself. The Significance and Impact of the Bible Scripture for Judaism and Christianity The Bible serves as the foundational scripture
for both Judaism and Christianity. It contains many of the key texts, stories, prophecies, and principles that define the faith and practice of both religions. For example, the Hebrew Bible, or Old Testament, outlines the covenant between God and the people of Israel, while the New Testament details the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. The Bible has
profoundly shaped the beliefs, ethics, rituals, and cultural identities of billions of adherents over millennia. Both faiths continue to study, analyze, and find meaning in biblical texts today. Clergy preach from the Bible weekly, while laypeople apply its wisdom to their daily lives. Clearly, this ancient collection of books holds incredible religious
significance that persists into the modern day. Influence on Culture and History Beyond religion, the Bible has left an indelible imprint on Western civilization. It has inspired great works of literature, art, and music for ages. Famous authors and artists such as Michelangelo, Shakespeare, and T.S. Eliot integrated biblical themes, imagery, and
references extensively in their most renowned works. Moreover, the Bible informed philosophical ideas and historical events like the Renaissance, Reformation, and American civil rights movement. Reformers and revolutionaries from various eras relied on its moral authority and messianic vision of justice to propel their causes. Additionally, it
contributed to the abolitionist movement in the United States as activists opposed slavery on biblical grounds. Beyond directly influencing literature and philosophy, the Bible has left its mark through common idioms and proverbs. Phrases like “forbidden fruit,” “writing on the wall,” and “go the extra mile” originated from biblical texts and continue to
pervade modern communication. Interpretations and Translations While the Bible’s overall significance is clear, various interpretations of its meaning have emerged over time. Different denominations and theologians accentuate distinct dimensions based on their historical and ideological vantage points. Some focus on its prophetic passages, while
others analyze its wisdom literature or the life of Jesus. The Bible has also undergone numerous translations into contemporary languages. According to Wycliffe Bible Translators, the full Bible has been translated into 709 languages, allowing billions more people to access its message. Different translations likewise highlight nuances in texts based on
translators’ judgments. Despite these variations, most versions uphold the Bible’s principal narratives. Conclusion In summary, the Bible is a collection of ancient writings central to both Judaism and Christianity. It was written over 1500+ years by over 40 authors in different literary styles. While unified in its message, it contains great diversity in its
content. Its major themes revolve around God, human failings, ethics, salvation, and covenant. For millions, it is considered divine revelation and the guidebook for life. Even for nonbelievers, it offers profound insights into history, culture, and the human condition. The Bible’s impact over thousands of years is unparalleled, making it a literary and
spiritual work unlike any other. Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate
credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional
restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not
give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Even when society changes, the need for truth, wisdom, and direction remains consistent. Truth is always truth. The Psalmist wrote, “Your word, Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the
heavens” (Psalm 119:89). Isaiah wrote, “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.” (Isaiah 40:8). In the New Testament, Peter echoes this truth when he quotes Isaiah in 1 Peter 1:25. In a world where stability is fleeting, God’s Word, the Bible, is not. The unchanging nature of God, and His Word, makes the Bible
the single source of faith and practice for Christians throughout the ages. A pastor’s wife, author, and national speaker, Donna Jones travels from coast to coast, helping people find and follow God in real life. If you're new to exploring God, the Bible, and Christianity, Donna wrote Seek: A Woman’s Guide to Meeting God, just for you! For resources to
help you on your spiritual journey connect with Donna at www.donnajones.org or on Instagram @donnaajones. Photo courtesy: © Thinkstock



