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©	1996-2014,	Amazon.com,	Inc.	or	its	affiliates	Pulitzer	Prize	is	a	U.S.	award	for	achievements	in	newspaper	and	online	journalism,	literature	and	musical	composition.	It	Pulitzer	Prize	is	a	U.S.	award	for	achievements	in	newspaper	and	online	journalism,	literature	and	musical	composition.	It	was	established	by	Hungarian-American	publisher	Joseph	Pulitzer	and	is	administered	by	Columbia	University	in	New	York	City.	According	to	the	administrators	of	the	Pulitzer	Prize	the	correct	pronunciation	of	the	name	should	sound	like	the	verb	pull,	as	in	"Pull	it,
sir".Prizes	are	awarded	yearly	in	twenty-one	categories.	In	twenty	of	these,	each	winner	receives	a	certificate	and	a	US$10,000	cash	award.	The	winner	in	the	public	service	category	of	the	journalism	competition	is	awarded	a	gold	medal,	which	always	goes	to	a	newspaper,	although	an	individual	may	be	named	in	the	citation.	For	Winners	and	Longlists,	see:	National	Book	Awards	are	a	set	of	annual	U.S.	literary	awards.	At	the	finaFor	Winners	and	Longlists,	see:	National	Book	Awards	are	a	set	of	annual	U.S.	literary	awards.	At	the	final	"National	Book	Awards
Ceremony"	every	November,	the	National	Book	Foundation	presents	the	NBAs	and	two	lifetime	achievement	awards	to	people.The	National	Book	Awards	were	established	in	1936	by	the	American	Booksellers	Association,	abandoned	during	World	War	II,	and	re-established	by	three	book	industry	organizations	in	1950.	Non-U.S.	authors	and	publishers	were	eligible	for	the	pre-war	awards.	Now	they	are	presented	to	U.S.	authors	for	books	published	in	the	United	States	roughly	during	the	award	year.The	nonprofit	National	Book	Foundation	was	established	in
1988	to	administer	and	enhance	the	Book	Awards	and	"move	beyond	[them]	into	the	fields	of	education	and	literacy",	primarily	by	sponsoring	public	appearances	by	writers.	Its	mission	is	"to	celebrate	the	best	of	American	literature,	to	expand	its	audience,	and	to	enhance	the	cultural	value	of	good	writing	in	America."Site:	www.nationalbook.org	Literary	DevicesExplanationActionThe	main	action	in	the	novel	is	that	the	children	are	fascinated	with	Boo	Radley,	the	trial	of	Tom	Robinson,	and	his	demise.	The	rising	action	is	the	children’s	fascination	of	Boo.	The
falling	action	is	the	threats	of	Bob	Ewell	to	Atticus	and	Boo	saving	the	children	from	Bob	Ewell.AllegoryTim	Johnson	is	the	bird	dog	of	citizens	of	Maycomb.	Boo	is	an	outsider	who	the	society	shuns	and	yet	he	sacrifices	himself	so	that	the	level	of	prejudice	would	change	in	Maycomb.AntagonistBob	Ewell	is	the	main	antagonist	in	the	novel.	He	falsely	accuses	Tom	Robinson	of	raping	his	daughter	despite	his	drunken	state	when	the	events	occurred.AllusionDill	is	the	pocket	Merlin	(the	legendary	magician	as	well	as	advisor	to	King	Arthur)	and	has	eccentrics
plans,	strange	desires,	and	old-fashioned	fantasies.	The	allusion	to	the	pestilence	surfaces	with	the	Miss	Maudie’s	face.ConflictMain	conflict:	African	American	and	the	whites	of	Maycomb.	Second	Conflict:	those	in	the	society	who	want	their	children	to	move	away	from	the	prejudice	in	the	society	and	see	each	other	as	equal	versus	those	who	believe	that	Atticus	has	deviated	from	the	expectations	of	the	society	and	has	joined	the	black	society.CharactersThe	characters	are	round	and	flat.	Atticus	is	a	round	character	as	his	personality	and	actions	are	versatile.
His	individuality	allows	him	to	defend	Tom	Robinson	completely.	Jem	and	Scout	are	round	characters	as	well.	Bob	and	Mayella	Ewell	are	flat	characters	as	they	are	constant	in	their	actions.	This	means	that	they	do	not	change	even	at	the	end	of	the	novel.	They	remain	prejudiced	and	unforgiving.ClimaxThis	is	where	the	conflicts	in	the	novel	reach	a	final	moment.	The	attack	on	Scout	and	Jem,	the	breaking	of	Jem’s	arm	and	Boo	saving	the	children.	At	this	point,	Scout	finally	speaks	to	Boo	Radley.	The	moment	of	the	anti-climax	comes	when	there	is	the	rumor
that	Tom	has	been	shot	while	he	tries	to	flee	prison.	Additionally,	Bob	attempts	to	intimidate	Atticus	but	Atticus	does	not	accept	the	threats	that	Bob	issues.DialogueThere	is	good	dialogue	in	the	novel	as	the	characters	correspond	with	each	other	through	speech.ForeshadowingExamples	of	foreshadow	in	the	novel:	I	wouldn’t	be	so	sure	of	that,	Atticus	.	.	.	His	kind’d	do	anything	to	pay	off	a	grudge.	You	know	how	those	people	are.	(Chapter	23).	This	example	shows	Alexandra’s	warning	to	Atticus	that	Bob	Ewell	is	revengeful	and	that	he	would	cause	challenges
for	Atticus	and	his	family.	“Ruth	Jones,	the	welfare	lady,	said	Mr.	Ewell	openly	accused	Atticus	of	getting	his	job.	She	was	upset	enough	to	walk	down	to	Atticus’s	office	and	tell	him	about	it.	(Chapter	27)	This	is	where	Scout	believes	that	these	three	things	influence	Bob	Ewell	and	his	vengeance.	High	above	us	in	the	darkness	a	solitary	mocker	poured	out	his	repertoire	in	blissful	unawareness	of	whose	tree	he	sat	in,	plunging	from	the	shrill	kee,	kee	of	the	sunflower	bird	to	the	irascible	qua-ack	of	a	bluejay,	to	the	sad	lament	of	Poor	Will,	Poor	Will,	Poor	Will.
(Chapter	28)	Here,	Scout	likens	Boo	to	the	mockingbird	once	more.HeroAtticus	Finch	is	the	true	hero	when	he	fights	for	Tom	to	the	end	of	the	trial.	In	addition,	Boo	and	Scout	are	the	protagonists	in	the	scenes	that	they	appear.HyperboleLee	uses	hyperbole	to	write	of	Maycomb	in	the	first	chapter:	A	day	was	twenty-four	hours	long	but	seemed	longer.	There	was	no	hurry,	for	there	was	nowhere	to	go,	nothing	to	buy	and	no	money	to	buy	it	with,	nothing	to	see	outside	the	boundaries	of	Maycomb	County.	(Chapter-1)	In	this	exaggeration,	the	author	stresses	the
fact	that	it	could	have	been	otherwise	in	Maycomb.IronyThe	irony	in	the	novel	is	clear	with	Scout	and	Jem’s	attempt	to	pull	Boo	Radley	out	of	hiding.	In	addition,	it	is	ironical	that	Tom	tries	to	free	himself	with	his	escape,	but	he	is	killed	in	his	own	action.MetaphorThe	use	of	the	metaphor	is	clear	in	the	author’s	use	of	the	mockingbird	to	represent	someone	who	creates	happiness	to	others.	Other	metaphors	include:	Maycomb	was	an	old	town,	but	it	was	a	tired	old	town	when	I	first	knew	it.You	never	really	understand	a	person	until	you	consider	things	from	his
point	of	view-“	“Sir?”	…until	you	climb	into	his	skin	and	walk	around	in	it.	One	time	(Atticus)	said	you	never	really	know	a	man	until	you	stand	in	his	shoes	and	walk	around	in	them.	The	first	metaphor	compares	Maycomb	to	an	old	town	while	the	metaphor	in	the	second	compares	persons	to	other	persons.MoodThe	mood	in	the	novel	at	the	start	is	serious.	Later	it	becomes	humorous	and	light	but	still	one	can	find	it	somber	and	profound	at	times	when	there	is	the	issue	of	racial	prejudice,	discrimination,	and	hatred.MotifA	motif	is	a	recurring	idea	that	allows	for
an	understanding	of	the	mood	or	theme.	Common	motifs	in	the	novel	includes	the	character	of	Boo	Radley,	the	darkness	that	is	quite	real,	night,	and	gothic	jail.NarratorThe	story	is	told	from	a	first-person	child	narrator.	She	is	also	one	of	the	heroes	in	the	novel.	Jean	Louise	Scout	Finch	tells	the	story	based	on	her	thoughts	and	tries	to	remove	the	racial	hatred	in	Maycomb.ProtagonistScout	Finch	is	the	main	protagonist	in	the	novel,	and	she	tells	the	story.	But	Boo	Radley	is	another	protagonist,	and	he	saves	the	children.	ParadoxThe	novel	shows	that	justice	is	a
paradox	in	the	southern	states	where	blacks	and	whites	try	to	remove	the	prejudice	that	existed.ResolutionThe	conflict	in	“To	Kill	a	Mockingbird”	is	resolved	with	Boo	Radley’s	heroic	act	of	saving	Scout	and	Jem.	At	the	onset,	he	was	a	mystery	to	the	children.Rhetorical	Questions:There	is	good	use	of	rhetorical	questions	across	the	novel.	These	included:	What	was	the	evidence	of	her	offense?	What	did	she	do?	What	did	her	father	do?			In	these	examples	Atticus	questions	the	jury	and	shows	that	there	is	no	cases	or	evidence	against	Tom	Robinson.Theme:	The
main	idea	in	the	novel.	In	this	case,	there	are	many	themes	including:	good	versus	evil,	racial	discrimination,	injustice,	class	difference,	racism,	and	braverySettingThe	novel	is	set	in	a	fictional	town	called	Maycomb,	Alabama,	USA	in	the	1930s.SimileHe	was	as	good	as	his	worst	performance.	(Chapter	4).	In	this	simile,	Dill’s	performance	is	the	comparison.	The	tire	bumped	on	gravel,	skeetered…	and	popped	me	like	a	cork	onto	pavement.	(Chapter-4)		SymbolThe	mockingbird	symbolizes	innocence	and	vulnerability.	Boo	symbolizes	loyalty	and	love.	Atticus,	on
the	other	hand,	symbolizes	justice	and	fair	play.	Subscribe	to	get	the	latest	posts	sent	to	your	email.	Jump	to	ratings	and	reviewsOne	of	the	best-loved	stories	of	all	time,	To	Kill	a	Mockingbird	has	been	translated	into	more	than	forty	languages,	sold	more	than	forty	million	copies	worldwide,	served	as	the	basis	for	an	enormously	popular	motion	picture,	and	was	voted	one	of	the	best	novels	of	the	twentieth	century	by	librarians	across	the	country.	A	gripping,	heart-wrenching,	and	wholly	remarkable	coming-of-age	tale	in	a	South	poisoned	by	virulent	prejudice,	it
views	a	world	of	great	beauty	and	savage	iniquities	through	the	eyes	of	a	young	girl,	as	her	father	—	a	crusading	local	lawyer	—	risks	everything	to	defend	a	black	man	unjustly	accused	of	a	terrible	crime.	93956	people	are	currently	reading2639257	people	want	to	readNelle	Harper	Lee	was	an	American	novelist	whose	1960	novel	To	Kill	a	Mockingbird	won	the	1961	Pulitzer	Prize	and	became	a	classic	of	modern	American	literature.	She	assisted	her	close	friend	Truman	Capote	in	his	research	for	the	book	In	Cold	Blood	(1966).	Her	second	and	final	novel,	Go
Set	a	Watchman,	was	an	earlier	draft	of	Mockingbird,	set	at	a	later	date,	that	was	published	in	July	2015	as	a	sequel.The	plot	and	characters	of	To	Kill	a	Mockingbird	are	loosely	based	on	Lee's	observations	of	her	family	and	neighbors	in	Monroeville,	Alabama,	as	well	as	a	childhood	event	that	occurred	near	her	hometown	in	1936.	The	novel	deals	with	racist	attitudes,	the	irrationality	of	adult	attitudes	towards	race	and	class	in	the	Deep	South	of	the	1930s,	as	depicted	through	the	eyes	of	two	children.Lee	received	numerous	accolades	and	honorary	degrees,
including	the	Presidential	Medal	of	Freedom	in	2007,	which	was	awarded	for	her	contribution	to	literature.Displaying	1	-	30	of	126,725	reviewsOctober	22,	20242024:	Each	time	I	read	what	PBS	dubs	the	perfect	American	novel,	my	heart	fills	just	a	little	more.	There	are	few	books	where	the	beginning	paragraphs	hit	a	home	run	for	me,	and	this	is	one	of	them.	It	has	been	a	long	month	filled	with	family	time	and	endless	cooking	so	for	the	last	ten	days	I	opted	for	comfort	reads	and	there	is	no	family	who	provides	comfort	like	the	Finches,	with	the	exception	of
Aunt	Alexandra.	“Lawyers	were	children	once,”	quotes	Charles	Lamb	in	the	opening	epithet.	Prior	to	this	reading,	I	viewed	Atticus	Finch	as	an	unapproachable,	older	father.	Beloved	by	his	children	to	the	point	of	idolization,	but	with	an	impenetrable	outer	skin.	As	an	adult	looking	back	at	the	events	which	shaped	the	novel,	Scout	paints	the	picture	of	her	father	as	one	who	makes	everything	right	and	makes	her	feel	safe.	Even	though	this	novel	had	been	marketed	for	adults,	it	is	in	its	essence	a	coming	of	age	novel,	which	shows	Scout’s	growth	through
elementary	school	while	her	family	faces	events	that	mean	to	alter	the	history	of	a	town.	Atticus	would	need	to	be	a	strong	figure	to	guide	his	children	through	the	plot,	and	he	would	need	to	wistfully	remember	his	childhood	in	order	to	relate	to	them.	This	is	the	man	who	told	us	all	to	walk	in	another’s	shoes	and	see	things	from	their	point	of	view.	Until	today,	I	never	viewed	Atticus	as	multi-faceted,	just	a	great	man.	Today	that	view	slightly	changed,	yet	he	remains	one	of	my	top	personas	of	all	time.	Pestering	Boo	Radley	is	like	killing	a	mockingbird,	Scout
implores	Atticus.	He	never	did	anyone	harm.	There	is	a	reason	why	this	novel	won	the	Pulitzer	as	being	ahead	of	its	time.	The	beginning	and	ending	paragraphs	mirror	each	other	and	provide	closure.	Scout	and	Dill	engage	in	childhood	escapades	while	learning	life	lessons	imparted	on	them	by	their	neighbors.	Jem	believes	that	the	story	began	the	summer	Dill	came	and	he	tried	to	make	Boo	Radley	come	out.	Being	four	years	Scout’s	senior	at	the	time,	he	already	saw	the	events	of	the	novel	from	an	adult	perspective.	Scout	and	Dill	did	not.	They	started	as
innocent	seven	year	olds	who	thought	that	they	would	get	married	one	day	and	ended	as	empathetic	individuals	who	wanted	to	change	the	world.	Perhaps	Atticus’	lessons	had	penetrated	these	children	after	all;	Scout,	at	least,	looked	like	a	lawyer	in	the	making.	If	the	world	changed	in	her	lifetime,	perhaps	she	would	get	that	opportunity.	With	a	book	as	perfect	as	this	one,	it	comes	as	little	wonder	to	me	that	Harper	Lee	never	published	another	in	her	lifetime.	She	became	a	recluse;	perhaps	she	modeled	Boo	Radley	after	her	own	tendencies.	Boo	did	not	come
out	because	he	did	not	want	to.	I	am	of	the	camp	who	is	99.9%	sure	to	never	read	Go	Set	a	Watchman.	To	Kill	a	Mockingbird	is	practically	perfect	in	every	way	and	made	to	change	the	way	a	nation	thought	about	groups	of	people.	Harper	Lee	had	as	much	courage	in	publishing	it	pre-	Civil	Rights	Act	as	the	characters	in	her	novel	did	in	living	with	there	preconceived	notions	of	how	the	world	functions.	Bravery,	courage,	and	empathy	remain	the	overarching	motifs	in	this	great	American	novel.	I	view	it	as	the	ultimate	comfort	read	and	in	the	words	of	my
reading	friend	Tessa,	five	stars	and	a	heart.	2019:	With	endless	books	and	infinitely	more	to	be	written	in	the	future,	it	is	rare	occasion	that	I	take	the	time	to	reread	a	novel.	As	women’s	history	month	is	upon	us	(2019),	I	have	kept	revising	my	monthly	lineup	to	feature	books	by	remarkable	women	across	the	spectrum.	Yet,	none	of	these	nonfiction	books	pay	homage	to	the	writers	of	the	books	themselves.	Even	with	memoirs,	the	prose	focuses	on	the	author’s	achievements	in	her	chosen	field.	Last	week	a	goodreads	friend	and	I	paid	tribute	to	women	authors	in
a	daily	literary	journal.	In	one	of	my	friend’s	posts,	she	pointed	out	that	as	recently	as	1960,	the	author	of	the	most	endearing	of	American	novels	had	to	use	a	masculinized	version	of	her	name	in	fear	of	not	being	published.	Nelle	Harper	Lee	of	Monroeville,	Alabama	published	To	Kill	a	Mockingbird	under	her	middle	name,	so	only	those	well	read	readers	are	aware	of	the	author’s	full	name.	It	is	in	this	regard,	that	I	included	Pulitzer	and	Presidential	Medal	of	Freedom	winner	Nelle	Harper	Lee	in	my	Women’s	History	month	lineup.	It	is	as	auspicious	of	a	time	as
any	to	reread	one	of	America’s	greatest	novels.	When	I	was	in	ninth	grade	English	class,	I	read	Harper	Lee’s	novel	for	the	first	time.	At	age	fourteen	I	was	hardly	a	polished	writer	and	struggled	with	many	of	the	assignments.	Yet,	I	do	remember	that	the	top	essay	in	the	class	focused	on	the	overarching	theme	of	courage	and	how	Harper	Lee	showed	how	each	of	the	characters,	major	and	minor,	embodied	this	trait	in	the	trying	times	associated	with	the	novel.	It	was	courageous	of	a	southern	woman	to	write	a	novel	with	this	subject	matter	prior	to	the	passage
of	the	civil	rights	act.	It	is	of	little	wonder	to	me	looking	back	now	that	she	chose	to	publish	under	a	gender	neutral	name.	Perhaps,	she	feared	a	lynch	mob	or	being	outcast	in	her	home	town.	It	was	a	trying	time	as	the	federal	government	asserted	itself	against	states	still	grieving	from	the	war	between	the	states	and	holding	out	as	the	last	bulwarks	of	white	superiority.	Harper	Lee	exhibited	as	much	courage	as	the	characters	in	her	novel,	and	rightfully	was	awarded	the	Pulitzer	Prize	for	her	work.	As	such,	being	courageous	starts	from	the	top	and	works	its
way	down	to	each	and	every	character	of	this	timeless	work.	In	1930s	rural	Maycomb,	Alabama	people	were	pretty	much	set	in	their	way	of	life.	Town	folk	had	received	an	education	and	worked	as	lawyers,	doctors,	bankers,	and	businessmen.	The	country	folk	may	or	may	not	have	received	an	education	because	they	had	to	work	the	fields	and	many	were	illiterate.	Even	the	majority	of	those	educated	white	folk	still	saw	themselves	as	superior	to	blacks,	and	few,	if	any,	had	the	audacity	to	take	a	black’s	word	over	a	white’s	even	if	it	were	the	correct	moral	thing
to	do.	Yet,	the	crux	of	Lee’s	novel	is	a	court	case	threatening	to	disrupt	this	way	of	life,	having	the	town	divide	along	both	racial	and	moral	lines,	and	having	each	character	step	into	others’	shoes	and	view	the	world	from	another’s	perspective.	Maycomb	at	the	time	embodied	many	rural	American	cities,	isolated	from	progress	as	town	set	in	its	ways	with	few	people	who	were	willing	to	see	the	world	from	another	perspective.	One	man	was,	however,	a	lawyer	named	Atticus	Finch	who	is	among	the	most	revered	fictional	characters	ever	created.	Even	though	this
court	case	should	not	have	been	his,	his	superiors	selected	Atticus	to	counsel	a	black	defendant	because	they	realized	that	he	was	the	one	man	in	Maycomb	who	had	both	the	ability	to	empathize	and	the	courage	to	do	so.	His	neighbor	Mrs	Maudie	Atkinson	noted	that	Atticus	was	the	same	man	in	the	court	house	as	he	was	at	home	and	had	nothing	to	fear.	A	widower,	he	instilled	these	values	to	his	children	Jeremy	Atticus	(Jem)	and	Jean	Louise	(Scout)	from	a	young	age,	passing	a	strong	moral	compass	onto	his	children.	In	addition	to	critiquing	southern	race
relations,	Lee’s	novel	has	endeared	itself	to	children	with	the	legend	of	Boo	Radley.	From	the	time	they	were	young,	Jem,	Scout,	and	their	summer	friend	Dill	had	courage	to	go	to	the	Radley	house	trying	to	get	Boo	to	come	out	even	though	all	the	other	kids	said	the	house	was	spooked.	Atticus	told	them	to	put	a	halt	to	these	childish	games	and	explained	Boo	Radley’s	background	to	them.	The	town	claimed	that	Boo	Radley	was	a	ghost,	but	perhaps	the	reason	he	did	not	leave	the	house	is	because	he	did	not	want	to.	As	the	children	grew	older,	Atticus	warned
them	that	there	would	be	darker	times	ahead	and	they	would	have	to	be	courageous	in	the	face	of	what	people	said	to	them	behind	their	backs.	From	the	time	Scout	began	school	in	first	grade,	she	inhibited	Atticus’	ability	to	stand	up	for	what	was	right.	Her	teacher	Miss	Robinson	was	new	to	Maycomb	and	did	not	understand	people’s	ways.	Scout	explained	about	the	Cunninghams,	the	Ewells,	as	well	as	other	families	at	a	personal	cost	to	herself.	As	Scout	grew	older	and	was	able	to	step	into	other	people’s’	shoes	more,	she	grew	to	understand	differences
between	folks;	however,	she	and	Jem	realized	that	differences	did	not	make	the	world	distinctly	black	and	white	or	right	and	wrong.	During	an	era	when	children	were	looked	upon	as	unintelligent,	Scout	and	Jem	were	wise	beyond	their	years	and	following	in	their	father’s	footsteps.	Harper	Lee	created	strong	archetypal	characters	and	had	each	embody	their	own	courage.	Each’s	courage	allowed	Atticus	to	teach	his	children	a	life	lesson	that	would	endure	for	the	rest	of	their	lives.	The	family’s	neighbor	Mrs.	Henry	Lafayette	DuBose	demonstrates	courage	as
she	battles	a	final	illness.	Third	grade	teacher	Mrs.	Gates	exhibits	courage	as	she	teaches	Scout’s	class	about	the	rise	of	Nazism	in	Germany	and	th	encourages	her	students	to	think	for	themselves	about	the	differences	between	prejudices	at	home	and	abroad.	The	African	American	characters	all	demonstrate	strong	courage	as	well.	The	Finch’s	housekeeper	Calpurnia	is	a	bridge	between	the	white	and	black	communities	of	Maycomb	and	does	not	hesitate	to	teach	Scout	and	Jem	life	lessons	as	they	arise.	The	Reverend	Sykes	welcomes	Jem	and	Scout	into	his
congregation	as	though	they	were	his	own	and	invites	them	to	sit	in	the	colored	balcony	at	time	when	segregation	was	still	the	law.	He	risked	a	lynching	and	knew	that	the	Finch	family	could	possibly	be	labeled	as	negro	lovers,	yet	Reverend	Sykes	played	a	small	role	in	proving	that	one’s	skin	color	should	not	determine	whether	someone	is	right	or	wrong.	Of	course,	as	part	of	the	overarching	story	line,	Boo	Radley	can	be	viewed	as	the	most	courageous	character	of	them	all.	It	is	through	the	courage	of	an	author	to	create	characters	who	will	stand	up	for	what
is	morally	right	at	a	large	cost	to	themselves	that	she	created	an	award	winning	novel	that	was	ahead	of	its	time	for	its	era.	It	is	little	wonder	that	the	courage	of	these	fictional	characters	has	made	the	novel	as	beloved	as	it	is	today.	I	believe	that	the	courage	exhibited	by	all	these	characters	has	made	the	town	of	Maycomb,	Alabama	stand	the	test	of	time	and	remain	the	timeless	classic	that	it	is.	Most	people	can	relate	to	those	who	have	the	courage	to	stand	up	for	what	they	think	is	right	or	to	fight	against	those	tougher	than	them.	This	character	trait	has
endeared	the	Finch	family	to	millions	of	readers	and	will	continue	to	do	so	for	generations	to	come.	Whenever	a	person	asks	what	book	would	you	give	as	a	gift	or	what	is	the	perfect	book,	To	Kill	a	Mockingbird	is	my	first	choice.	I	find	that	it	is	perfect	for	any	time	but	most	appropriate	in	spring	as	in	addition	to	courage	there	is	an	underlying	theme	of	hope.	Harper	Lee	won	the	Pulitzer	for	this	timeless	classic,	and	it	also	won	first	place	in	the	Great	American	Read	as	America’s	best	novel.	Thus	I	can	think	of	no	better	way	to	honor	women’s	history	month	than
with	a	timeless	book	that	has	and	will	continue	to	capture	the	hearts	and	minds	of	all	of	its	readers.	5+	stars/	all-time	favorites	shelf500-great-books-women	all-time-favorites	classics	March	24,	2022///	gentle	reminder	that	this	is	not	the	time	to	read	this	book	///This	is	my	first	re-read	of	2017,	and	I	don't	regret	it	one	bit.	When	I	first	read	this	book	three	years	ago,	I	really	liked	it.	Sadly,	I	didn't	write	my	thoughts	down	in	an	elaborate	way	back	in	the	day,	but	I	know	for	sure,	that	I	didn't	read	critically	then.	Upon	my	re-read	of	this	book,	I	honestly	don't	have
good	things	to	say.	I	am	aware	that	some	of	my	criticism	is	not	a	critique	of	the	book	itself,	but	about	its	perception,	and	how	it	is,	up	to	this	day,	held	up	as	the	one	true	book	about	race	relations	in	the	United	States	of	America.And	that	really	infiruates	me.	This	book	was	written	by	a	white	woman,	from	a	white	perspective,	about	white	characters,	for	a	white	audience.	This	book	is	a	pat	on	the	back	for	the	white	middle	class.	This	book	gives	comfort	to	the	white	middle	class.	Comfort	that	they,	especially	back	in	the	1960s,	didn't	need,	and	allow	me	to	be	so
bold,	didn't	deserve.	Harper	Lee's	focus	is	purely	white.	While	the	white	characters	in	this	book	are	the	subjects,	who	take	action	into	their	own	hands,	who	suffer	and	make	sacrifices,	the	Black	characters	in	this	book	are	objects.	They	have	little	to	no	agency.	Things	happen	to	them.	They	are	harmless,	defenseless,	and	just	there	–	waiting	for	the	white	knight	hero,	Atticus	Finch,	to	save	them.	This	book	is	a	disgrace	in	the	face	of	the	Black	liberation	movements	that	existed	back	in	the	day,	and	the	solidarity	within	Black	communities.	Black	people	stood	up	for
themselves	and	fought	for	their	rights,	and	only	due	to	their	voices,	their	protests,	their	sit-ins,	their	marches,	their	demonstrations,	their	conferences,	was	racial	segregation	made	unconstitutional	in	the	United	States.Black	people,	back	then	and	now,	know	that	Atticus	Finch	doesn't	exist.	And	because	no	one	put	in	better	words	than	the	one	and	only	James	Baldwin,	I	will	quote	a	passage	from	one	of	his	amazing	interviews	on	the	Dick	Cavett	Show	in	1968.	One	could	say	that	this	is	Baldwin's	response	to	the	cry	of	"not	all	white	people":	James	Baldwin:	I	don't
know	what	most	white	people	in	this	country	feel.	But	I	can	only	conclude	what	they	feel	from	the	state	of	their	institutions.	I	don't	know	if	white	Christians	hate	Negroes	or	not,	but	I	know	we	have	a	Christian	church	which	is	white	and	a	Christian	church	which	is	black.	That	says	a	great	deal	for	me	about	a	Christian	nation.	[...]	I	don't	know	whether	the	labor	unions	and	their	bosses	really	hate	me	-	that	doesn't	matter	-	but	I	know	I'm	not	[allowed]	in	their	union.	I	don't	know	whether	the	real	estate	lobby	has	anything	against	black	people,	but	I	know	the	real
estate	lobby	is	keeping	me	in	the	ghetto.	I	don't	know	if	the	board	of	education	hates	black	people,	but	I	know	the	textbooks	they	give	my	children	to	read	and	the	schools	we	have	to	go	to.	Now,	this	is	the	evidence.	You	want	me	to	make	an	act	of	faith,	risking	myself,	my	wife,	my	woman,	my	sister,	my	children	on	some	idealism	which	you	assure	me	exists	in	America,	which	I	have	never	seen.This	right	here	is	what	I'm	talking	about.	To	Kill	A	Mockingbird	plays	into	this	idealism.	Although	the	book	touches	on	the	horrors	of	racism	in	the	Deep	South,	it’s	a
strangely	comforting	read.	A	terrible	injustice	is	done,	but	at	the	end	the	status	quo	is	reassuringly	restored.	The	final	message	is	that	most	(white)	people	are	nice	when	you	get	to	know	them.	As	a	reader	you	are	never	allowed	to	feel	with	Tom	Robinson,	the	Black	man	who	is	innocently	convicted	for	raping	a	white	woman,	because	all	the	Black	characters	in	this	tale	are	sidelined.	This	story	should	be	about	them,	because	how	else	would	you	be	able	to	convince	the	white	moderate	(in	the	1960s)	that	Black	people	are	actually	people.	The	closest	insight	we	get
to	a	Black	character	is	the	family's	cook	Calpurnia.	Calpurnia	is	in	the	fictional	tradition	of	the	"happy	black",	the	contented	slave	–	the	descendent	of	the	ever-loyal	Mammy	in	Gone	With	the	Wind.	And	the	rest	of	the	Black	community	is	depicted	as	a	group	of	simple,	respectful	folk	–	passive	and	helpless	and	all	touchingly	grateful	to	Atticus	Finch	–	the	white	saviour.	We	never	see	any	of	them	angry	or	upset.	We	never	see	the	effect	of	Tom	Robinson’s	death	on	his	family	up	close	–	we	don't	witness	Helen,	Tom's	wife,	grieving	and	Scout	never	wonders	about	his
children.	Their	distress	is	kept	at	safe	distance	from	the	reader.I	was	very	angry	after	finishing	this	book,	and	I'm	still	angry	up	to	this	day.	Not	necessarily	at	Harper	Lee,	but	at	our	society	as	a	whole,	and	at	our	educational	system.	Why	do	we	constantly	uplift	white	narratives,	whilst	brushing	over	marginalized	ones?	Why	aren't	our	kids	reading	If	Beale	Street	Could	Talk	by	James	Baldwin	–	a	book	dealing	with	the	exact	same	topic	(a	Black	man	getting	falsely	accused	of	raping	a	woman)?	Why	isn't	Lorraine	Hansberry	required	reading?	Why	are	we	still
relying	on	white	narratives,	when	talking	about	Black	people	and	their	struggles?Since	finishing	this	book,	I	started	reading	The	History	of	Legal	Education	in	the	United	States	and	I	wanted	to	share	some	interesting	facts,	because	I	couldn't	believe	how	absurd	To	Kill	A	Mockingbird	was.	This	story	is,	supposedly,	set	in	the	Deep	South	in	the	1930s,	where	Atticus	Finch,	our	white	saviour,	takes	it	upon	himself	to	defend	a	Black	man	at	court.	By	the	end	of	Lee's	novel	we	are	led	to	believe	that	Atticus	had	a	great	chance	of	actually	getting	Tom	Robinson
acquitted,	if	the	latter	had	just	been	a	"good	n*gger"	and	didn't	try	to	escape	on	his	own.	(Yes,	I'm	a	little	petty.	I	swear,	I'm	not	turning	bitter	over	this.)	So,	I	just	wanted	to	know	how	realistic	that	scenario	is.	All	of	the	information	is	related	to	the	1930s	Southern	setting.	Here's	what	I've	learned:Most	Southern	lawyers	readily	accepted	Black	clients	for	routine	economic	cases	–	property,	tort,	contract,	dept,	insurance	–	and	minor	criminal	cases	that	did	not	threaten	the	South's	system	of	racial	hierarchy.	It	was	virtually	impossible,	however,	to	find	a	Southern
white	lawyer	who	would	accept	a	major	criminal	case	involving	a	white	victim	or	a	politically	charged	case	that	in	any	way	challenged	segregation.	Only	the	combination	of	direct	action,	community	organizing	and	legal	strategy	with	the	help	of	Black	lawyers,	made	the	defense	of	Black	men	and	women	at	court	possible.	In	the	Lockett-case,	the	Black	community	in	Tulsa	survived	largely	because	Black	lawyers	were	able	to	defend	the	community's	interests.	In	1934,	Black	lawyers	represented	George	Crawford,	a	Black	man	accused	of	brutally	murdering	a
wealthy	white	woman	–	no	white	lawyer	would	take	Crawford's	case.	In	the	end,	Crawford	got	a	sentence	of	life	imprisonment	instead	of	a	death	sentence.	And	this	verdict	had	to	be	seen	as	an	accomplishment	by	the	Black	lawyers	and	the	Black	community	as	a	whole,	because	life	imprisonment	was	as	good	as	it	was	going	to	get.	Oftentimes,	Black	lawyers	took	serious	criminal	cases	without	a	fee	or	at	a	very	reduced	rate.	This	was	well	appreciated	by	their	communities,	but	also	a	given.	It	is	admirable	how	well	Black	communities	were	organized.	None	of	that
got	translated	on	the	pages	of	Lee's	novel.	The	Black	characters	do	absolutely	nothing,	except	sending	Atticus	food,	because	they're	so	grateful.	[*insert	snort	here*]This	book	appears	to	uphold	the	standard	of	racial	equality;	de	facto	it	is	about	the	white	middle	class	patting	themselves	on	the	back	for	not	thinking	racist	thoughts.	I'm	sorry	to	break	it	to	you,	Miss	Maudie,	but	you	won't	get	a	sugar	cookie	for	that.	I	am	not	saying	that	this	is	not	a	realistic	portrayal	of	the	white	middle	class,	it	is,	it	totally	is.	If	you	do	just	a	little	research	on	the	Civil	Rights
movement,	the	moral	apathy	of	the	white	middle	class	becomes	crystal	clear.	However,	we	shouldn't	portray	these	characters	in	a	positive	light,	there	is	nothing	admirable	about	them.	After	all...	He	who	passively	accepts	evil	is	as	much	involved	in	it	as	he	who	helps	to	perpetrate	it.	He	who	accepts	evil	without	protesting	against	is	really	cooperating	with	it.-	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.May	24,	2011	6.0	stars.	I	know	I	am	risking	a	serious	“FILM	AT	11”	moment	and	a	club	upside	the	head	from	Captain	Obvious	for	voicing	this,	but	nabbit	dog	I	still	think	it	needs	to
be	said…TO	KILL	A	MOCKINGBIRD	is	one	of	the	BEST	and	MOST	IMPORTANT	American	novels	ever	written.	Okay,	I	said	it,	and	I	will	wait	patiently	while	you	get	your	DUHs	and	DERs	out	of	the	way	and	hang	your	“no	shit”	signs	outside	for	Inspector	Holmes.Okay,	now	given	the	gruntload	of	reviews/ratings	this	book	has	I	know	I’m	not	the	first	person	to	wag	my	chin	about	how	amazing	it	is.	Still,	I	am	going	to	chance	coming	off	like	that	annoying	dingleberry	at	the	tail	end	of	a	huge	porcelain	party	because	I	truly	have	a	pile	of	love	for	this	book.	…(Sorry
for	taking	the	metanalogy	there	just	now,	but	I	promise	no	more	poop	references	for	the	rest	of	the	review)...	So	if	my	review	can	bring	a	few	more	people	into	the	Atticus	Finch	Fan	Club,	I	will	be	just	flush	with	happy.	On	one	level,	this	book	is	a	fairly	straight-forward	coming	of	age	story	about	life	in	a	small	Alabama	town	during	the	Great	Depression.	It	has	a	very	slice	of	lifesaver	warmth	and	simplicity	to	it	that	I	think	resonates	with	a	lot	of	readers.	It	certainly	does	with	me	and	I	think	the	adjective	“charm”	may	have	been	invented	to	describe	the	novel.
Despite	how	easing	flowing	the	narrative	is,	this	book	is	both	extremely	and	deceptively	powerful	in	its	discussion	of	race,	tolerance	and	human	decency.	Most	importantly,	this	book	shows	us	by	example	the	courage	to	stand	all	up	in	the	grill	of	injustice	and	say	“Not	today,	Asshole!	Not	on	my	watch.”	That	is	a	lesson	that	I	think	we	can	never	be	reminded	of	too	often.	When	bad	people	do	bad	things	to	good	people,	the	rest	of	us	good	people	need	to	sack	up	and	be	counted	regardless	of	how	scary	it	might	be.	Easier	said	then	done,	I	know.	But	at	least	that
should	be	the	standard	to	which	we	strive.	Atticus	Fitch	is	the	epitome	of	that	standard.	He	is	the	role	model	to	end	all	role	models	and	what	is	most	impressive	is	that	he	comes	across	as	such	a	REAL	person.	There	is	no	John	Wayne/Jack	Bauer/Dirty	Harry	cavalry	charging	BSD	machismo	about	him.	Just	a	direct,	unflinching,	unrelenting	willingness	to	always	do	what	he	thinks	is	right.	As	Atticus’	daughter	Scout	puts	it	so	well:	It	was	times	like	these	when	I	thought	my	father,	who	hated	guns	and	had	never	been	to	any	wars,	was	the	bravest	man	who	ever
lived.	I	was	to	make	something	crystal	before	going	on	because	it	is	an	important	part	of	my	love	of	this	story.	Notwithstanding	this	book's	powerful,	powerful	moral	message,	it	never	once…ever…comes	off	as	preachy	or	heavy	handed.	There	is	no	lecture	to	be	given	here.	The	only	sermon	we	are	privy	to	is	the	example	of	Atticus	Finch	and	the	simple	yet	unwavering	strength	and	quiet	decency	of	the	man.	Even	when	asked	by	his	daughter	about	the	horrendous	racism	being	displayed	by	the	majority	of	the	townsfolk	during	a	critical	point	in	the	story,	Atticus
responds	with	conviction	but	without:	"They're	certainly	entitled	to	think	that,	and	they're	entitled	to	full	respect	for	their	opinions...	but	before	I	can	live	with	other	folks	I've	got	to	live	with	myself.	The	one	thing	that	doesn't	abide	by	majority	rule	is	a	person's	conscience."	This	is	a	special	story.	Oh,	and	as	a	huge	bonus…it	is	also	an	absolute	joy	to	read.	Lee’s	prose	is	silky	smooth	and	as	cool	as	the	other	side	of	the	pillow.	Read	this	book.	Read	it	with	your	children,	read	it	with	your	spouse,	read	it	by	yourself….read	it	the	bigoted	assclown	that	you	work	with
or	see	around	the	neighborhood…Just	make	sure	you	read	it.	It	is	a	timeless	classic	and	one	of	the	books	that	I	consider	a	“life	changer.”	6.0	stars.	HIGHEST	POSSIBLE	RECOMMENDATION!!!!!BONUS	QUOTE:	This	is	Scout	talking	to	Atticus	after	getting	to	know	someone	she	had	previously	be	afraid	of:	“	‘When	they	finally	saw	him,	why	he	hadn’t	done	any	of	those	things	.	.	.	Atticus,	he	was	real	nice.	.	.	.’	His	hands	were	under	my	chin,	pulling	up	the	cover,	tucking	it	around	me.	‘Most	people	are,	Scout,	when	you	finally	see	them.’	He	turned	out	the	light	and
went	into	Jem’s	room.	He	would	be	there	all	night,	and	he	would	be	there	when	Jem	waked	up	in	the	morning.”(Emphasis	added)	1954-1969	6-star-books	all-time-favorites	December	10,	2020	Looking	for	a	new	book	but	don't	want	to	commit?	Check	out	my	latest	BooktTube	Video:	One	&	Done	-	all	about	fabulous	standalones!	Now	that	you	know	this	one	made	the	list	-	check	out	the	video	to	see	the	rest!	The	Written	Review	:	If	you	haven't	read	this	as	an	adult	-	pick	it	up	today	I	think	there's	just	one	kind	of	folks.	Folks.	I	(along	with	millions	of	other	kids)	first
read	this	in	grade-school.	And	I	(along	with	those	millions)	didn't	really	get	the	point.I	remember	thinking,	Well...	I	already	know	discrimination	is	wrong.	I	don't	get	why	I	have	to	read	a	book	about	it...	Oh	Lordy,	if	I	could	go	back	in	time...Rereading	led	to	a	(unsurprisingly)	wholly	different	interpretation	of	this	novel.	I	am	in	awe	of	Harper	Lee	and	what	she's	written.	How	could	I	have	so	completely	missed	the	point	back	in	fifth	grade?	People	generally	see	what	they	look	for,	and	hear	what	they	listen	for.	We	follow	Jean	Louise	"Scout"	Finch,	the	daughter	of
Atticus	Finch	-	a	prominent	lawyer.	Scout	narrates	the	great	and	terrible	tragedies	of	her	life	-	namely	the	trial	of	Tom	-	an	upstanding	"colored"	man	accused	of	raping	a	white	woman.	Atticus	is	appointed	to	defend	Tom	and	soon,	nearly	the	whole	town	turns	against	the	Finch	Family.	I	wanted	you	to	see	what	real	courage	is,	instead	of	getting	the	idea	that	courage	is	a	man	with	a	gun	in	his	hand.	It's	when	you	know	you're	licked	before	you	begin,	but	you	begin	anyway	and	see	it	through	no	matter	what.	Much	like	Scout,	I	was	simply	too	young	to	understand
much	of	what	was	going	on	the	first	time	through.	I	tell	you,	there	were	so,	so	many	moments	this	time	through	where	the	light	bulb	turned	on	and	everything	just	clicked.	As	you	grow	older,	you’ll	see	white	men	cheat	black	men	every	day	of	your	life,	but	let	me	tell	you	something	and	don’t	you	forget	it—whenever	a	white	man	does	that	to	a	black	man,	no	matter	who	he	is,	how	rich	he	is,	or	how	fine	a	family	he	comes	from,	that	white	man	is	trash	My	entire	life,	I	never	truly	understood	why	this	was	such	a	classic,	why	people	read	it	over	and	over,	and	why
this	(of	all	books)	is	forced	upon	kids	year	after	year.	I	get	it	now.	And	I'm	disappointed	that	I	hadn't	reread	it	sooner.	P.s.	Sorry	to	my	teachers	for	being	such	a	sulky	kid	-	they	sure	picked	a	great	one.	I	was	just	so	enthralled	with	reading	other	things	that	I	didn't	read	this	one	as	well	as	I	should've.	Until	I	feared	I	would	lose	it,	I	never	loved	to	read.	One	does	not	love	breathing.	Audiobook	CommentsExceptionally	well-read	by	Sissy	Spacek.	I	felt	like	I	was	in	the	story.	If	you	are	itching	for	a	reread	-	pick	up	the	audio!YouTube	|	Blog	|	Instagram	|	Twitter	|
Facebook	|	Snapchat	@miranda_readsJuly	1,	2022To	Kill	a	Mockingbird,	Harper	LeeTo	Kill	a	Mockingbird	one	of	the	best-loved	stories	of	all	time,	is	a	novel	by	Harper	Lee	published	in	1960.	It	was	immediately	successful,	winning	the	Pulitzer	Prize,	and	has	become	a	classic	of	modern	American	literature.	The	plot	and	characters	are	loosely	based	on	Lee's	observations	of	her	family,	her	neighbors	and	an	event	that	occurred	near	her	hometown	of	Monroeville,	Alabama,	in	1936,	when	she	was	10	years	old.	The	story	is	told	by	the	six-year-old	Jean	Louise	Finch. نیتسخن 	 خیرات
کی 	 نوچمه 	 ،ناشاهنهذ 	 اما 	 ،دنراد «	 داپ 	 یآ 	» »،	و لیابوم 	» ،« پات 		 پل 	» نامدرم 	ی	 همه 	 هک 	 یرصع 	 رد 	) دنا 	 هتشونب 	 ،ناشیا 	 زا 	 یا 	 هیوگاو 	 ساسارب 	 ،دندوب 	 هتشون 	 ار 	 نامر 	 نیمه 	 اهنت 	 ،شیوخ 	 غورفرپ 	 رمع 	 نایاپ 	 هب 	 هدنام 	 لاس 	 ود 	 کی 	 ات 	،« یل 	 رپراه 	» مناخ 	 ،میازفیب 	 تسین 	 دب 	 ؛درک 	 دوخ 	 نآ 	 زا 	 ،ار 	 هدش 	 سابتقا 	ی	 همانملیف 	 نیرتهب 	و	 ،یرنه 	 نادرگراک 	 نیرتهب 	 یاه 	 هزیاج »،	و	 کپ 	 یروگیرگ 	» یارب 	 ار 	 درم 	 رگیزاب 	 نیرتهب 	ی	 هزیاج 	 ملیف 	 ؛دننک 	 دوخ 	 نآ 	 زا 	 ،ار 	 راکسا 	 هزیاج 	 هس 	 ،دنتسناوت 	 مه 	 ناشیا 	 ،لاس 	 نامه 	 رد 	و	 ،دنتخاس 	 باتک 	 نیمه 	 نتم 	 زا 	 سابتقا 	 اب 	 یملیف 	،« ناگیلوم 	 تربار 	» ،زین 	 یدلایم 1962 لاس 	 رد 	 ؛درب 	 ار 	 رزتیلوپ 	ی	 هزیاج 	 ،دعب 	 لاسکی 	 ،دش 	 هدرپس 	 رشن 	 هب 	 ،یدلایم 1960 لاس 	 رد 	 ناهج 	 رد 	 راب 	 نیتسخن 	 ،هدش 	 رشتنم «	 ناریا 	» رد «	 انیم 	 غرم 	 نتشک :	» ناونع 	 اب 	 هک 	،« یل 	 رپراه 	» داشناور 	 یوناب 	ی	 هتشون 	،« دلقم 	 غرم 	 نتشک 	» باتک 	 ؛دنکیم 	 دیلقت 	 ار 	 رگید 	 ناگدنرپ 	 یادص 	 ،مه «	 دلقم 	 غرم 	» ،دراد 	 ادص 	 دیلقت 	 ناوت 	 هک 	 ،تسا 	 کچوک 	 یا 		 هدنرپ «	 انیم 	 غرم 	» ؛تسا 	 هدیسر 	 دروم ؛	

ینایبرش .	 	ا ؛یدیشروخ 	 یرجه 19/09/1400	 ؛یدیشروخ 	 	18/05/1399یرجه یناسر 	 ماگنهب 	 خیرات؛دننک 	 راتفر 	 تسرد 	 راوشد 	 طیارش 	 رد 	 ،شنادنزرف 	 دنهاوخیم 	 ،ردپ 	 کی 	 ناونع 	 هب 	 ناشیا 	و	 ،دنتسه «	 سوکیتآ 	» هیلع 	 رب 	 ،رهش 	 نامدرم 	 ،دنک 	 عافد 	 ناشیا 	 زا 	 ،دهاوخیم «	 سوکیتآ 	» 	و ،تسا 	 هدرکن 	 ار 	 راک 	 نآ «	 مات 	» ،تسا 	 مولعم 	 هکیلاح 	 رد 	 ،دوش 	 همکاحم 	 ،تسوپدیفس 	 یرتخد 	 هب 	 زواجت 	 مرج 	 هب 	،« مات :	» مان 	 هب 	 تسوپهایس 	 کی 	 تسا 	 رارق 	 ،دوشیم 	 تیاور 	 ییابیز 	 هب 	و	 ،کدوک 	 نابز 	 زا 	 ناتساد 	 ؛دروآ 	 راب 	 ناسنا 	 ار 	 شنادنزرف 	 ات 	 دنکیم 	 ششوک 	 هرامه 	 ناشیا 	 ؛دنراذگیم 	 مارتحا 	 نامدرم 	 یاهرواب 	و	 ،تیناسنا 	 یارب 	و	 ،دنتسه 	 رهش 	 لیکو 	 ردپ 	 ؛دننکیم 	 یگدنز 	 یکچوک 	 رهش 	 رد 	،« شاکیتا 	» ناشردپ 	 اب 	 ود 	 نآ 	 ،تسا 	 هتشذگب 	 یناف 	 یارس 	 نیا 	 برد 	 زا 	 شیپ 	 اهلاس 	 ناشردام 	 هک 	 ،دنتسه 	 یکچوک 	 ردارب 	و	 رهاوخ 	،« میج 	» و «	 تاکسا :	» هدیکچ 	 دینک 	 زیهرپ 	 ،هدیکچ 	 شناوخ 	 زا 	 ،دیناوخب 	 دیهاوخیم 	 ار 	 باتک 	 رگا :	 رادشه 	 لقن 	 نایاپ (	 هراد 	 هانگ 	 شنتشک 	 مه 	 نیمه 	 هساو 	 ؛هنوخیم 	 نومارب 	 مه 	 شدوجو 	 مامت 	 اب 	 ؛میربب 	 تذل 	 ات 	 ،هنوخیم 	 نامیارب 	 اهنت 	 ،هنکیمن 	 راکچیه 	 ،دلقم 	 غرم 	 ،هتفگ 	 تسرد 	 تردپ 	 داد 	 باوج 	 مه 	 نوا 	 ؛متفگ «	 یدوم 	» موناخ 	 هب 	 مه 	 نیمه 	 هساو 	 ،هراد 	 هانگ 	 یراک 	 ماجنا 	 هک 	 ،مدینش «	 ساکیتا 	» زا 	 راب 	 نیتسخن 	 یارب 	 ار 	 نیا 	 ؛ههانگ 	 دلقم 	 غرم 	 نتشک 	 هشاب 	 نوتساوح :	) باتک 	 نتم 	 زا 	 لقن 	 ؛دندرک 	 تفایرد 	،« اکیرمآ 	 روهمج 	 سیئر 	» تسد 	 زا 	 ،ار 	 یدازآ 	 ناشن 	 ،زین 	 2007یدلایم لاس 	 رد 	 ناشیلاقن 	 نایاپ .(	 منک 	 یرپس 	 میاهباتک 	 اب 	 ار 	 متقو 	 ،مهدیم 	 حیجرت 	 ؛هیلاخ 	 ،قاتا October	25,	2009Why	is	it	when	I	pick	up	To	Kill	A	Mockingbird	,	I	am	instantly	visited	by	a	sensory	memory:	I’m	walking	home,	leaves	litter	the
ground,	crunching	under	my	feet.	I	smell	the	smoke	of	fireplaces	and	think	about	hot	cider	and	the	wind	catches	and	my	breath	is	taken	from	me	and	I	bundle	my	coat	tighter	against	me	and	lift	my	head	to	the	sky,	no	clouds,	just	a	stunning	blue	that	hurts	my	eyes,	another	deep	breath	and	I	have	this	feeling	that	all	is	okay.	Why?	Why	this	memory?	I	mean,	this	takes	place	in	Alabama	and	mostly	in	the	summer,	well	there	is	that	one	climatic	scene	on	Halloween,	but	I	bet	it’s	still	hot	enough	to	melt	the	balls	off	a	brass	monkey.	It	must	be	the	school	thing,	my
daughter	just	finished	reading	it,	prompting	me	to	give	it	another	go,	to	fall	back	into	Scout’s	world	and	pretend	to	be	eight	and	let	life	simply	be.	How	is	that?	How	can	life	for	Scout	be	simple?	I	mean,	she	lives	in	the	south,	during	the	depression,	she	has	to	deal	with	ignorant	schoolteachers	and	town	folk,	her	ideas	of	what	is	right,	what	is	what	it	should	be	are	laughed	at	by	her	schoolmates…	man,	and	I	thought	my	childhood	was	rough.	Still,	she	lives	in	this	idyllic	town,	I	mean,	except	for	the	racism	and	the	creepy	neighbors	and	the	whole	fact	that	it’s,	you
know,	the	south…(forgive	me…	I’m	not	immune	to	the	downfalls	of	the	north,	I	mean,	we	had	witches	and	well,	Ted	Bundy	was	born	here…)	But,	there’s	this	sense	of	childlike	innocence	to	this	book	that	makes	me	believe	in	humanity…	even	in	the	throes	of	evil.	What	am	I	saying	here?	I	guess,	that	this	is	a	good	pick	me	up.	What	I	also	get	from	this	book	is	that	I	have	severe	Daddy	issues.	I	consume	Atticus	Finch	in	unnatural	ways.	He	is	the	ultimate	father;	he	has	the	perfect	response	for	every	situation.	He	is	the	transcendent	character.	My	heart	melts	at
each	sentence	devoted	to	him	and	I	just	about	crumble	during	the	courtroom	scene.	Am	I	gushing?	I	sure	am.	I	was	raised	by	a	man	who	thought	that	Budweiser	can	artwork	was	the	epitome	of	culture.	That	drinking	a	6-pack	was	the	breakfast	of	champions.	That	college	was	for	sissies.	He	could	throw	out	a	racial	slur	without	a	single	thought,	care	or	worry	to	who	was	around.	I	won't	even	get	into	the	debates/rantings	of	a	16	yr	old	me	vs	a	42	yr	old	him...	What	a	role	model.	So,	I	thank	Harper	Lee	for	giving	me	Atticus.	I	can	cuddle	up	with	my	cider	and
pretend	that	I’m	basking	in	his	light.	I	can	write	this	blurb	that	makes	sense	to	maybe	a	handful	but	that	is	okay,	I	am	approved	of	and	all	is	good.	December	17,	2020I	had	a	much	longer	review	written	for	this	book,	but	the	comments	were	sadly	annoying	me.	so	I’ll	just	make	my	opinions	clear	in	two	sentences,	because	these	are	really	the	only	thoughts	about	the	book	that	matter	to	me:I	was	extremely	bored	by	the	majority	of	this	novel	and	thus	I	did	not	enjoy	it	very	much	(and	no,	I	will	not	reread	it	because	I	do	not	care).	most	importantly,	though,	I	don’t
believe	a	white	savior	narrative	like	this	one	is	a	story	that	should	be	so	heavily	defended	by	white	people	or	pushed	as	an	essential	book	in	school	curriculum	today	when	there	are	better	books	about	racism	by	people	who	have	actually	experienced	it,	and	especially	when	this	book	cares	more	about	the	white	characters	than	the	Black	ones!	2-star	adult	boring	April	18,	2012While	the	plot	was	very	gripping	and	well-written,	the	book	didn't	actually	instruct	me	on	how	to	kill	a	mockingbird.	I	bought	this	book	intending	to	do	away	with	this	obnoxious	bird	that's
always	sitting	in	my	backyard	and	making	distracting	noises.	I	had	hoped	this	book	would	shed	some	light	on	how	to	humanely	dispose	of	the	bird,	but	unfortunately	it	was	this	story	about	a	lawyer	and	a	falsely-accused	criminal.	As	I	said,	the	plot	is	great	but	nowhere	in	the	book	does	it	say	exactly	how	to	kill	a	mockingbird.December	4,	2013classics	coming-of-age	favorites	May	4,	2015In	the	course	of	5	years,	I’ve	read	this	book	nearly	17	times.	That	adds	up	to	reading	it	once	at	least	every	4	months,	on	an	average.	And	I	still	return	to	this	book	like	a	bark
seeking	a	lighthouse	in	the	dark.	When	I	first	finished	it,	I	was	so	overwhelmed	by	how	much	I	related	to	it,	I	read	it	nearly	8	times	before	the	year	ended.	By	now	I’ve	memorized	almost	every	scene	and	I	still	can’t	shake	off	the	feeling	that	I	still	have	to	learn	a	lot	from	it.	Over	the	years,	I	realize	that	without	knowing	it,	it	has	become	my	personal	Bible	–	a	beacon	to	keep	me	from	straying	from	the	path	of	kindness	and	compassion,	no	matter	what.With	its	baseless	cruelty	and	what	Coleridge	poetically	referred	to	as	motiveless	malignity,	the	world	is	in	need	of
much	motiveless	kindness	–	a	rugged	determination	to	keep	the	world	a	quiet	haven	and	not	the	callous,	cruel	place	it	constantly	aspires	to	be.To	Kill	A	Mockingbird	is	one	of	those	rare	books	that	doesn’t	give	in	to	the	belief	that	”deep	down,	everybody’s	actually	good.”	Not	everybody	is.	And	we	must	still	persevere	to	see	things	from	their	perspective,	and	though	we	may	not	justify	their	ways,	we	must	strive	to	understand	them	–	though	we	might	not	follow	them,	we	must	try	to	be	as	kind	to	them	as	possible.	And	yet,	there	comes	a	time	when	some	people
need	to	be	put	down	–	we	must	follow	the	call	of	our	conscience	then,	and	yet	be	kind	to	them	in	the	process,	as	much	as	we	can.Striving	to	follow	this	dictum,	I	have	realized	how	difficult	it	is	to	be	kind	to	others	when	I	find	I’m	right.	It	is	so	easy	to	put	down	others	bluntly,	it	is	so	easy	to	be	critical	and	fair,	but	so	difficult	to	consider	for	a	moment	what	the	other	might	be	going	through.	How	convenient	it	is	to	dismiss	the	hardships	of	others	and	say,	“They	had	it	coming!”	and	unburden	our	conscience	of	the	probable	guilt	that	perhaps	we’ve	been	a	bit	too
harsh.How	simple	it	is	to	stereotype	people,	classify	them	neatly	into	convenient	square	boxes	and	systematically	deal	with	them	based	on	those	black-or-white	prejudices!	Robe	a	prejudice	in	the	opaque,	oppressive	garment	called	Common	Sense	and	display	boldly	the	seal	of	Social	Approval	and	you’ve	solved	the	biggest	difficulty	of	life	–	knowing	how	to	treat	people.And	yet,	nothing	could	be	farther	than	the	truth.	Rarely	are	people	so	simple	as	they	seem.	In	Wilde’s	words,	“The	pure	and	simple	truth	is	rarely	pure	and	never	simple.”	For	you	never	know
when	a	grumpy,	rude,	racist	Mrs.	Dubose	might	be	fighting	her	own	monsters	or	Ewell	be,	in	fact	trying	to	protect	the	last	vestiges	of	honor	he	has,	or	Aunt	Alexandra	only	trying	to	advocate	the	least	painful	way	of	life.	And	though	we	might	not	agree	with	any	of	them,	like	Atticus,	we	must	see	them	for	their	peculiar	situations	and	grant	them	a	little	leeway,	make	a	little	corner	for	them	too,	and	yet,	stand	up	for	what	is	right	in	defiance	of	them.It	is	this	tricky	rope-walking	balance	between	prejudice	and	common	sense,	kindness	and	firmness,	and	justice	and
leeway	that	spurs	me	to	revisit	this	little	book	every	time	I	seem	to	falter.	While	I	find	it	difficult	to	keep	my	cool	in	the	midst	of	flagrant	injustices	and	ensuing	pain,	I	strive	to	strike	a	balance	between	giving	in	to	despair	and	becoming	too	optimistic;	between	becoming	indifferent,	unkind,	righteous	and	being	compassionate,	considerate.	It	is	what	keeps	me	from	becoming	paranoid	or	cynical	with	the	unceasing	drone	of	passivity,	callousness,	overwhelming	prejudice	and	unyielding	customs	while	still	being	alive	to	the	pain	of	those	very	people	I	do	not
necessarily	agree	with.In	a	country	like	India	with	its	bizarre,	incomprehensible	equations	and	sequestrations	of	religion,	class,	caste,	region,	language,	race,	gender,	sexuality	and	education,	it	takes	a	whole	load	of	effort	not	to	blow	up	one’s	mind	–	people	will	kill	each	other	over	anything	and	everything.	They’ll	hate	each	other,	isolate	each	other	and	cook	up	stories	amongst	themselves	and	leave	it	floating	in	the	air.	It	takes	every	ounce	of	my	energy	not	to	hate	my	land	and	its	majority	people	viciously.	Yes,	viciously.But	you	see,	I’ve	got	so	much	to	learn	to
survive	here	–	I	have	to	stand	up	for	myself	when	there	will	be	hordes	banging	upon	my	door	telling	me	to	shut	the	hell	up.	And	I’ll	have	to	muster	all	the	courage	I	have	to	tell	them	to	go	f***	themselves	if	they	think	I	musn’t	transcend	the	limits	set	for	me.	But	I	also	have	to	learn	not	to	hate	them.	Even	if	it	sounds	silly.I	know	for	one,	Lee	–	I	don’t	care	if	you	never	wrote	another	work.	I	don’t	care	if	Capote	helped	you	write	it,	as	many	say.	I’m	glad	somebody	wrote	this	book,	and	somebody	assigned	this	book	as	syllabus	when	I	needed	it	the	most.	Five	years
ago,	I	hadn’t	even	heard	of	it.	I	read	it	in	a	single	sitting.	And	then	I	read	it	several	times	over,	taking	my	time,	pondering	over	every	page.	I	still	do	so.	It	is	my	favorite	book	ever.american	favorites	fiction	November	12,	2015So...	I	don't	really	know	what	to	say.I	think	I	loved	this	book,	but	for	a	reason	beyond	my	understanding,	it	never	hooked	me,	and	it	took	me	AGES	to	finish	it!	Some	chapters	(especially	at	the	beginning)	were	tedious	and	hard	for	me	to	get	through	them...	but	then	there	were	some	chapters	that	I	devoured	(the	whole	Tom	Robinson	trial
and	the	last	ones).I	definitely	learned	a	lesson	or	two	from	this	book.	Atticus	is	my	new	role	model,	he	is	really	incredible.	I	also	love	Scout	and	Jem,	those	kids	will	be	in	my	heart	forever.	Oh!	And	I	loved	the	Boo	Radley	storyline,	it	left	me	in	awe.This	book	surely	deserves	5	solid	stars,	and	I	kinda	feel	bad	for	giving	it	4	stars,	but	the	thing	is...	I	was	struggling	to	finish	it,	I	swear	I	let	out	a	relieved	sigh	when	I	read	the	last	sentence.But	all	in	all,	it	was	a	great	read


