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Scholarship	letters	for	financial	need

When	discussing	events	from	your	past,	do	not	belittle	someone	else	or	talk	negatively	about	a	group	of	people.	I	advise	referencing	any	new	financial	changes	and	restating	your	appreciation	for	previous	support.Q:	How	can	I	make	my	letter	stand	out?Answer:	I	suggest	personalizing	your	letter	with	specific	details	about	your	academic	journey,
financial	need,	and	future	goals.	Get	directly	to	the	point.	I	was	in	foster	care	for	two	years	before	I	aged	out	of	the	system,	and	now	I	am	pursuing	a	degree	completely	on	my	own.	I	go	to	school	during	the	day	and	work	at	night.	If	you	do	have	room	though,	discussing	your	career	goals	will	indicate	a	plan	for	the	future.	Furthermore,	I	have	a
maximum	Pell	Grant	to	cover	most	of	my	tuition,	but	I	still	need	help	with	other	expenses.	Be	sure	to	include:		If	you	are	an	underrepresented	group	at	college,	for	instance,	part	of	an	ethnic	minority	or	the	first	in	your	family	to	go	to	college	Any	relevant	family	circumstances,	like	if	your	parents	are	immigrants	or	refugees,	as	well	as	your	parents’
occupation	and	how	many	children/family	members	they	support	financially	How	you	are	currently	paying	for	college,	including	what	you	personally	are	doing	to	contribute	financially	(like	working	student	jobs)	What	financial	challenges/difficulties	your	family	is	facing,	for	instance,	if	a	parent	recently	lost	their	job	How	you	would	benefit	from	the
scholarship–including	your	academic	and	career	goals	(if	word	count	allows)	Also	remember	to	write	in	an	optimistic	tone.	The	$2000	award	would	be	equivalent	to	about	150	hours	of	working	at	a	student	job.	You	do	not	want	to	come	across	as	self-pitying.	It	may	be	one	of	several	short	answer	questions	you	need	to	fill	out.	Every	letter	I’ve	helped
with	has	been	a	unique	journey,	and	while	the	financial	aid	process	can	be	challenging,	perseverance	often	yields	positive	results.Answer:	I	always	recommend	being	specific	about	your	financial	need,	recent	changes	in	expenses,	and	relevant	achievements	since	receiving	the	initial	scholarship.	Tap	into	the	key	elements	of	your	circumstances	and
use	them	to	craft	the	perfect	essay.	By	the	age	of	20,	I	had	two	more	children,	and	we	all	shared	a	one-bedroom	apartment.	Explain	how	you	plan	to	use	the	financial	aid	if	you’re	awarded	this	scholarship.	Think	of	this	as	a	cover	letter	for	your	scholarship	application,	highlighting	the	key	elements	of	your	financial	need.	I	got	pregnant	and	dropped	out
of	high	school	when	I	was	15.	Discuss	your	career	goals,	if	possible.	I	usually	mention	it	only	to	show	you’re	exploring	all	financial	avenues	and	remain	dedicated	to	funding	your	education.Q:	How	can	I	politely	explain	my	financial	situation?Answer:	I	recommend	a	straightforward	approach	with	facts	rather	than	an	overly	emotional	appeal.	She
earned	her	MA	in	Counseling	Psychology	from	National	University,	and	her	BA	in	Psychology	from	University	of	California,	Santa	Cruz.	Including	phone	and	email	makes	it	easy	for	the	committee	to	reach	you	if	they	have	questions	or	need	clarification.	I’ve	noticed	generic	letters	rarely	receive	positive	responses.Q:	How	soon	should	I	send	the	letter?
Answer:	I	recommend	sending	it	as	soon	as	you’re	aware	of	your	financial	need,	ideally	a	few	months	before	tuition	payments	are	due.	You	may	not	have	room	for	this	if	the	essay	is	short.	What	is	TMI?	I	always	tell	clients	that	a	warm	but	concise	approach	works	best.Q:	Can	I	ask	for	a	specific	amount	in	the	letter?Answer:	Yes,	but	I	advise	being
realistic	and	basing	the	request	on	documented	needs.	Most	financial	aid	departments	require	time	to	process	these	requests,	so	avoid	waiting	until	the	last	minute.Follow	Up	Politely:	If	you	don’t	hear	back	after	a	few	weeks,	send	a	polite	follow-up	email	to	check	the	status	of	your	request.Keep	a	Copy	for	Your	Records:	This	not	only	helps	in	case	of
follow-up	but	also	provides	a	reference	for	future	requests.Final	ThoughtsWriting	a	request	letter	for	additional	scholarship	funds	may	seem	intimidating,	but	approaching	it	with	sincerity	and	a	well-prepared	case	will	maximize	your	chances.	In	fact,	it	would	be	better	to	say	“I	know	there	are	many	worthy	candidates	for	this	scholarship,	but…”	than	to
say	“I	have	suffered	far	more	than…”	Show	respect	in	everything	you	write.	I	was	only	one	of	countless	children	she	had	helped	over	the	years.	Jennifer	Finetti	Director	of	Student	Advocacy	Jennifer	brings	over	20	years	experience	in	edtech,	marketing,	communications,	content	development,	academic	advising,	and	financial	aid	&	scholarship
counseling	to	ScholarshipOwl.	But	you	can	turn	it	around	with	an	optimistic	tone	by	writing	about	how	these	challenges	have	taught	you	resiliency	and	grit.	Both	of	my	parents	dropped	out	of	school	when	they	were	teenagers.	That’s	150	hours	I	can	instead	focus	on	studying,	graduating,	and	achieving	my	goals.	This	will	come	out	to	roughly	150-200
words,	but	it	could	be	slightly	longer.	You	know	why	you	need	financial	aid.	In	this	case,	your	financial	need	essay	can	be	quite	similar	to	what	we’ve	outlined	above.	This	might	be	very	explicit	(“Explain	your	financial	need”),	somewhat	explicit	(“Describe	your	financial	situation”),	or	quite	open-ended	(“Explain	why	you	need	this	scholarship”).	Check
out	these	scholarship	essay	examples	for	financial	need	scholarships.	Since	age	11,	I’ve	worked	odd	jobs	(like	mowing	my	neighbors’	lawns).	You	might	also	discuss	any	sudden	changes	in	fortune	(e.g.	parent	fell	ill	or	lost	their	job)	that	have	ruined	your	original	financial	plans.	Do	not	fabricate	any	details	to	make	yourself	sound	needy.	I	worked	three
jobs	to	pay	the	bills,	but	I	never	earned	much.	In	this	case,	you’ll	want	to	make	sure	you’re	being	extra	specific	about	your	finances.	I	am	the	first	person	in	my	family	to	graduate	high	school,	and	thus	the	first	to	attend	college.	She	is	also	a	marketing	consultant	and	content	developer	for	Diablo	Valley	College	in	Pleasant	Hill,	California,	where	she
writes	the	college's	biannual	publication,	DVC	Magazine.	Highlighting	your	commitment	to	your	studies	and	including	supporting	documentation	is	key	to	showing	the	scholarship	committee	your	dedication.Q:	How	long	should	my	letter	asking	for	more	scholarship	money	be?Answer:	In	my	experience,	keeping	it	to	one	page	works	best.	In	this	article,
we	break	down	how	to	pen	an	awesome	financial	need	scholarship	essay	or	statement.	You	never	know	who	will	be	reading	your	essay.	That	only	leaves	room	for	about	7-10	sentences,	depending	on	length.	Scholarship	review	boards	want	to	know	that	their	money	will	be	put	to	good	use,	supporting	a	student	who	has	clear	plans	for	the	future,	and
the	motivation	and	determination	to	make	those	plans	a	reality.	Simplify	and	focus	your	application	process	with	the	one-stop	platform	for	vetted	scholarships.	My	mother’s	passing	weighed	heavily	on	my	mind,	and	I	felt	an	overwhelming	sense	of	anger,	regret,	and	frustration.	So	I’ve	been	proactive	about	earning	and	saving	my	own	money.	Key
Takeaways…	Drawing	from	extensive	experience,	I’ll	guide	you	in	crafting	compelling	motivation	letters	to	enhance	your	scholarship	applications,	regardless	of	your	academic	level.	If	the	essay	prompt	is	a	bit	more	open-ended	(“Explain	how	this	scholarship	would	help	you”),	your	essay	should	probably	be	a	combination	of	a	financial	need	statement
and	a	career	goals/academic	goals	essay.	She	went	through	an	accelerated	program	to	graduate	high	school	before	I	was	born.	Give	a	short	introduction	to	who	you	are,	highlighting	any	family	characteristics	that	might	make	you	part	of	an	underrepresented	group	at	college.	Mentioning	a	specific	amount	often	shows	you’ve	done	your	homework	and
are	respectful	of	resources.Q:	Is	it	okay	to	follow	up	if	I	don’t	get	a	response?Answer:	Definitely!	A	polite	follow-up	after	two	to	three	weeks	shows	persistence	without	being	pushy.	Unfortunately,	my	family	has	encountered	a	recent	financial	hardship	due	to	[Reason,	such	as	“a	medical	emergency”	or	“loss	of	employment”].	However,	since	these	jobs
are	not	well	paid,	repaying	significant	student	loans	would	be	difficult.	It	provides	concrete	evidence	of	your	financial	situation.Q:	How	formal	should	my	tone	be	in	the	letter?Answer:	Aim	for	a	respectful,	professional	tone—never	overly	casual	or	overly	formal.	I	always	encourage	clients	to	use	specific	figures	and	real	examples	to	illustrate	their
needs.Q:	Should	I	mention	my	work	or	part-time	job	in	the	letter?Answer:	Yes,	if	it	shows	you’re	contributing	financially	to	your	education.	In	the	guide	below,	we’ve	provided	examples	of	scholarship	essays	for	financial	need	scholarships,	along	with	some	tips	to	help	you	write	your	own	essay.	Example	2:		My	plan	is	to	study	human	biology	at	UC	San
Diego,	where	I	have	been	admitted,	and	eventually	pursue	a	career	as	a	Nurse-Practitioner.	As	a	result,	my	family	is	currently	unable	to	provide	the	level	of	support	they	previously	contributed.I	am	dedicated	to	my	academic	pursuits,	evidenced	by	my	[GPA,	projects,	or	other	accomplishments].	The	idea	here	is	to	show	that	you	and	your	family	have
made	a	good-faith	effort	to	earn	enough	money	to	pay	your	tuition,	but	that	it	has	simply	not	been	enough.			You	might	also	be	interested	in	these	other	blog	posts	related	to	essay	writing:	Thank	you	for	subscribing!	Many	scholarships	are	awarded	based	on	financial	need.	I	want	to	become	a	registered	nurse	to	give	my	children	a	stable	future.	So
you’re	applying	for	a	scholarship	that	asks	you	about	your	financial	need.	I	currently	maintain	a	[GPA],	and	I	am	an	active	member	of	[Relevant	Club	or	Organization].	Focus	on	ways	you	learned	and	grew	from	past	experiences	–	how	they	made	you	stronger.	You	may	add	other	details	if	you	have	space	to,	but	use	one	experience	as	the	thesis	for	your
essay.	How	will	you	benefit	from	this	award?	Word	Count:	498	YOU	SHOULD	ALSO	READ	How	to	Write	a	Great	250-Word	Essay	How	to	Write	a	Great	500	Word	Essay	How	to	Write	a	Scholarship	Essay	Introduction	(With	Example)	How	to	End	a	Scholarship	Essay	Who	Should	I	Ask	to	Write	My	Letter	of	Recommendation?	Because	of	their	limited
education,	they	have	always	worked	in	entry-level	positions,	earning	barely	enough	to	put	food	on	the	table.	You	can	even	save	essays	(like	this	one!)	to	reuse	in	more	than	one	application.	Many	scholarships	and	college	financial	aid	awards	are	“need-based,”	given	to	students	whose	financial	situation	requires	additional	support.	Don’t	try	to	sound
philosophical.	This	is	particularly	important	for	me	because	I	plan	to	study	social	work	and	eventually	work	in	a	role	to	support	my	community.	I	often	review	letters	for	clients	to	ensure	they’re	polished	and	persuasive.Q:	Is	it	helpful	to	add	my	future	goals	to	the	letter?Answer:	Yes!	I	find	that	mentioning	career	or	academic	goals	reassures	the
committee	that	their	investment	in	you	will	pay	off.Q:	Can	I	ask	for	scholarship	help	more	than	once?Answer:	Yes,	but	I	suggest	doing	so	only	if	your	situation	changes	significantly.	Many	scholarships	are	awarded	based	on	financial	need.	Writing	about	your	financial	situation	or	hardships	might	not	be	the	most	positive	thing	to	share.	In	order	to	win
these	scholarships,	you	must	explain	the	nature	of	your	financial	need.	Authenticity	goes	a	long	way	with	scholarship	committees.Q:	Can	I	send	this	letter	to	multiple	scholarship	committees?Answer:	It’s	possible,	but	make	sure	to	personalize	each	letter	for	the	specific	scholarship	and	its	requirements.	Key	Takeaways	Understand…	In	this	guide,	I’ll
walk	you	through	the	process	of	creating	a	compelling	short	application	letter	for	a	scholarship,	providing	a	step-by-step	approach,	personal	tips,…Some	scholarships	require	applicants	to	show	that	they	have	a	financial	need	that	may	affect	their	college	or	vocational	school	enrollment.	I	often	remind	clients	that	following	up	can	make	a	difference	in
busy	financial	aid	offices.Q:	Should	I	write	a	new	letter	if	this	is	my	second	request?Answer:	Yes,	a	fresh	letter	with	updated	information	is	essential.	My	first	job	I	got	was	at	the	age	of	12	delivering	papers,	and	I	have	worked	hard	ever	since	to	relieve	pressure	from	my	family.	You	can	sign	up	for	a	free	Going	Merry	account	today	to	get	a	personalized
list	of	hundreds	of	scholarships	matched	to	your	profile.	How	honest	or	specific	should	you	be?	However,	even	with	my	part-time	job,	it	is	difficult	to	keep	up	with	the	increasing	costs	of	rent,	utilities,	and	transportation.I	am	sincerely	grateful	for	your	consideration	of	my	request	and	am	more	than	happy	to	provide	any	additional	details	you	may
need.Warm	regards,[Your	Name][Contact	Information]Common	Mistakes	to	AvoidAvoid	Being	Vague:	Vague	descriptions	like	“costs	went	up”	should	be	replaced	with	specific	details.Overly	Emotional	Language:	Maintain	a	tone	of	gratitude	and	professionalism,	avoiding	language	that	sounds	desperate.No	Supporting	Documents:	Always	include
documentation	for	anything	mentioned	in	the	letter,	like	tuition	bills,	rental	agreements,	or	medical	bills.Practical	Tips	from	My	ExperienceTime	Your	Letter	Carefully:	Submit	your	letter	well	before	deadlines.	Check	for	scholarships	Example	1:	“Provide	a	statement	of	financial	need”	Some	scholarships	will	simply	ask	for	a	statement	of	financial	need.
If	you’re	unsure,	“Dear	Scholarship	Committee”	is	a	professional	and	respectful	choice.Q:	Is	it	okay	to	mention	family	financial	hardships	in	the	letter?Answer:	Yes,	but	only	if	it’s	relevant	and	directly	impacts	your	financial	needs	for	school.	Example	1:	Winning	$5000	would	help	me	close	the	financial	gap	and	take	less	in	student	loans.	Presenting
your	situation	professionally	makes	the	letter	more	impactful.Q:	Should	I	have	someone	review	my	letter	before	sending	it?Answer:	Absolutely.	At	age	16,	I	started	working	at	the	mall	after	school	and	on	weekends.	I	got	my	GED	at	29	and	enrolled	in	nursing	school.	A	clear,	personal	financial	story	with	real	numbers	is	often	the	deciding	factor.Q:
Should	I	mention	my	GPA	or	academic	achievements	in	the	letter?Answer:	Absolutely!	When	I	include	GPA	or	recent	achievements	for	clients,	it	helps	justify	their	commitment	and	why	they	deserve	additional	aid.Q:	How	should	I	address	the	letter?Answer:	I	always	advise	using	the	name	and	title	of	the	person	handling	scholarships,	if	possible.	Edit
carefully,	and	give	the	readers	a	full	view	of	your	situation.	That’s	why	one	of	the	most	common	college	scholarship	essays	is	a	statement	of	financial	need.	Review	boards	reward	determination.	My	mother	got	pregnant	after	a	sexual	assault,	but	she	was	determined	to	raise	a	smart,	successful	man.	A	financial	need	letter	is	your	chance	to	explain	to	…
I	had	a	great	social	worker.	I’ve	seen	committees	respond	well	when	the	information	is	presented	tactfully	and	with	respect.Q:	Can	I	email	the	letter	instead	of	mailing	it?Answer:	Many	schools	accept	emailed	requests,	which	can	speed	up	processing.	My	financial	status	has	improved	now	with	a	GED,	but	I’m	still	a	single	mom	with	three	kids.	As	such,
I	am	committed	to	being	successful	despite	my	circumstances,	and	I	want	to	help	young	people	find	that	motivation	within	themselves.	I	have	a	3.25	cumulative	GPA,	and	I	have	never	made	less	than	an	A	in	a	degree-related	course.	Your	scholarship	would	allow	me	to	continue	down	this	path,	to	eventually	support	my	community,	without	incurring
debt	I	can’t	afford.	However,	check	with	your	school’s	financial	aid	office	first	to	ensure	they	accept	digital	submissions.Q:	Should	I	include	proof	of	expenses	with	my	letter?Answer:	From	my	experience,	attaching	relevant	documents	like	rent	receipts	or	medical	bills	strengthens	your	case	significantly.	My	father	is	an	Uber	driver,	and	my	mother	is	a
housekeeper.	This	is	like	a	shortened,	one-paragraph	version	of	the	“Why	do	you	deserve	this	scholarship?”	essay.	What	do	you	say?	My	parents	both	worked	full-time	(my	father	as	a	mechanic,	my	mother	as	a	receptionist	at	the	local	gym),	while	my	siblings	and	I	all	worked	weekend	jobs	to	contribute	to	the	family	income.”	Body:	Your	financial
situation	and	hardships	Dive	into	the	details.	My	name	is	Brandon	Noviello.	Example		As	immigrants	with	limited	English,	my	parents	have	had	to	accept	low-paying	jobs.	You	have	much	more	room	to	discuss	your	circumstances.	In	that	case,	you’re	usually	writing	this	statement	for	one	of	two	reasons:	You’re	writing	an	appeal	letter,	to	request
additional	financial	aid,	after	your	original	financial	aid	offer	wasn’t	enough.	Make	sure	you	describe	your	parents’	occupation,	any	savings	(like	a	529	College	Savings	Account),	and	any	student	jobs.	I	am	an	engineering	student,	and	our	classes	come	with	high	fees.	Working	with	100	words	is	tricky.	Repeated	requests	without	new	reasons	may	not	be
as	well-received.Q:	Should	I	include	my	contact	information	at	the	end	of	the	letter?Answer:	Definitely.	Don’t	build	up	to	the	thesis.	She	always	found	a	way	to	keep	me	fed,	dressed,	and	in	school.	Now	that	you’ve	written	a	killer	financial	need	scholarship	essay,	you	have	one	of	the	most	common	scholarship	essays	ready	on	hand,	to	submit	to	other
scholarships	too.	I	know	that	being	pre-med	will	be	a	real	academic	challenge,	and	this	scholarship	would	help	me	focus	on	those	tough	classes,	rather	than	worrying	about	how	to	pay	for	them.	I	look	forward	to	working	with	children	and	teens	in	the	foster	system,	so	I	can	be	the	hope	that	someone	else	was	for	me.	Try	not	to	throw	too	much	in	the
essay	though.	Also	note	that	grammar	errors	and	misspellings	will	be	much	more	noticeable	in	this	short	essay.	Key	Takeaways:	Understand…	Drafting	a	Winning	Scholarship	Inquiry	Email?	Talk	about	your	family	life,	your	income,	and	other	restraints	that	contribute	to	your	financial	aid.	Typically,	a	statement	of	financial	need	is	two	or	three	small
paragraphs.	Make	compelling	statements	using	the	fewest	words	possible.	She	helped	me	realize	how	much	one	person’s	efforts	can	make	a	difference	in	the	lives	of	others.	Early	requests	often	have	a	better	chance	for	consideration.Q:	Is	it	appropriate	to	thank	the	committee	in	my	letter?Answer:	Always!	I’ve	found	that	expressing	gratitude	for
existing	support	or	consideration	of	your	request	adds	warmth	and	respect	to	your	letter.Q:	What’s	a	common	mistake	people	make	in	these	letters?Answer:	Being	too	vague	about	financial	needs	is	a	frequent	error	I	see.	Word	Count:	100	Example	3:	“Explain	your	financial	need	in	500	or	more	words”	This	scholarship	essay	prompt	is	the	opposite	of
the	one	above.	Template	2:	For	Family	Hardship	or	EmergencySubject:	Request	for	Additional	Scholarship	Support	Due	to	Family	HardshipDear	[Scholarship	Committee’s	Name],I	am	writing	to	thank	you	for	your	generous	support	through	the	[Scholarship	Name]	and	to	share	an	unexpected	challenge	I’m	currently	facing.	Do	not	diminish	other
people’s	suffering.	I	fought	her	decisions	every	step	of	the	way,	and	she	still	managed	to	find	a	family	to	get	me	through	high	school.	I	researched	how	to	become	a	social	worker	so	I	could	help	other	children	like	me.	In	order	to	make	my	dreams	a	reality,	I	need	financial	aid.	Some	students	will	do	this	because	they	think	it	makes	them	seem	smarter,
but	it	rarely	has	that	effect.	This	support	has	been	instrumental	in	my	ability	to	focus	on	my	academic	and	extracurricular	goals.	She	devoted	the	rest	of	her	life	to	supporting	me,	both	financially	and	emotionally.	I	also	have	a	Federal	Pell	Grant	to	cover	my	housing.	I	did	not	do	well	in	high	school	as	a	result	of	my	mom’s	passing,	but	I	have	done	well
in	college.	Unfortunately,	rising	living	costs	in	[City/Area]	have	significantly	impacted	my	budget,	making	it	challenging	to	cover	essential	expenses.As	a	[Your	Year]	student	in	[Major],	I	am	committed	to	excelling	in	my	studies	and	community	involvement.	Life	wasn’t	easy	for	us,	but	I	never	wanted	for	anything.	You’re	left	to	write	whatever	you	want.
This	scholarship	would	help	me	avoid	costly	student	loans	that	could	take	years	to	repay.	Unfortunately,	she	lost	a	long-term	battle	with	depression	when	I	was	16,	and	I	was	put	into	the	foster	system	until	I	reached	adulthood.	What	will	you	put	the	money	toward,	and	how	will	it	help	you	achieve	your	academic	and/or	career	goals?	I	am	a	sophomore
on	track	to	earn	my	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Sociology.	Focus	on	proofreading	and	writing	solid	content.	How	are	you	currently	planning	to	pay	for	college?	In	all	cases,	scholarship	providers	want	to	get	a	sense	of	your	family’s	financial	picture:	what	your	family	income	is,	if	you	personally	contribute	to	it	(do	you	have	a	job?),	and	how	much	additional
money	you	need	to	attend	your	target	college	(your	“financial	gap”).	Through	all	these	jobs,	I’ve	saved	about	$3000.	Sometimes	this	financial	need	statement	isn’t	for	an	external	scholarship.	My	plan	is	to	work	with	the	Department	of	Human	Services	in	the	foster	care	and	adoption	division	after	I	graduate.	In	this	comprehensive	guide,	I’ll	share	my
personal	experiences	and	insights,	providing	a	step-by-step	approach	to	help	you	maximize	your	scholarship	potential.			Example	2:	“Describe	your	financial	need	in	100	words”	This	essay	is	even	shorter	than	the	financial	need	statement.	This	is	a	competition,	but	that	doesn’t	mean	you	should	belittle	your	competitors.	When	my	oldest	started	high
school,	I	did	the	same.	I	need	financial	aid	because	I	do	not	have	a	family	to	contribute	to	my	education.	Carefully	proofread	your	writing	before	submitting	the	scholarship	application.	I	did	not	have	a	positive	experience	with	foster	care,	but	I	admit,	I	had	no	desire	to.	Craft	a	compelling	case	for	support	and	stand	out	from	the	crowd!	In	this	guide,	I’ll
share	my	personal	experiences	and	provide	a	detailed,	step-by-step	guide	on	how	to	write	an	effective	scholarship	appeal	letter.	It	demonstrates	responsibility	and	a	willingness	to	work	toward	your	goals,	which	committees	appreciate.Q:	Can	I	mention	other	scholarship	applications	in	the	letter?Answer:	Yes,	but	be	tactful.	A	second	pair	of	eyes	can
catch	errors	and	improve	clarity.	How	to	write	financial	need	scholarship	essays	Here	are	some	tips	for	writing	financial	need	scholarship	essays:	Maintain	a	positive	tone	throughout	the	essay.	There	was	one	gleam	of	hope	in	my	experience	though.	Jennifer	is	a	college	financial	aid	and	scholarship	expert	who	has	been	seen	on	news	segments	across
the	country	as	well	as	in	USA	Today,	CNBC,	and	Yahoo!	Finance.	Example	1:	“I	am	a	first-generation	American	and	the	first	in	my	family	to	go	to	college.	Learn	Essential	Tips	to	Nail	It!	Elevate	your	scholarship	application	with	our	template.	Any	additional	assistance	you	could	provide	would	greatly	alleviate	my	burden	and	enable	me	to	focus	more
fully	on	my	studies.Thank	you	for	taking	the	time	to	consider	my	request,	and	please	let	me	know	if	I	can	provide	additional	documentation.Best	regards,[Your	Name][Contact	Information]Template	3:	For	Cost-of-Living	AdjustmentsSubject:	Request	for	Additional	Scholarship	Funding	Due	to	Rising	Living	ExpensesDear	[Scholarship	Committee’s
Name],My	name	is	[Your	Name],	and	I	am	honored	to	be	a	recipient	of	the	[Scholarship	Name]	at	[University/College].	A	concise,	direct	letter	shows	respect	for	the	committee’s	time	and	ensures	they	focus	on	your	main	points.Q:	What’s	the	most	important	part	of	a	scholarship	increase	request	letter?Answer:	For	me,	it’s	the	section	where	you	clearly
explain	why	you	need	the	additional	funds	and	how	they’ll	impact	your	education.	They	earn	just	enough	to	pay	our	rent	and	put	food	on	the	table,	so	I’ve	always	known	they	could	not	help	me	pay	for	college.	My	social	worker	was	the	only	person	I	invited	to	my	graduation	ceremony.	That	is	enough	intelligence	on	its	own.	Bring	it	home	by	wrapping
up	your	story.	I	am	working	as	a	server	to	pay	for	food,	utilities,	and	basic	necessities,	but	I	do	not	earn	enough	to	pay	for	college	as	well.	My	family	never	had	a	lot,	but	we	pooled	our	efforts	together	to	make	ends	meet.	However,	I	still	need	funding	for	books,	supplies,	and	transportation	to	campus	as	needed.	Usually	this	statement	of	financial	need
is	a	pretty	short	scholarship	essay	(150-300	words),	so	unlike	a	college	essay	or	personal	statement	where	you	have	ample	word	count	to	tell	anecdotes,	you’ll	likely	need	to	get	right	to	the	point.	My	parents	cannot	contribute	to	my	college	expenses,	and	I	cannot	work	much	while	I’m	in	school.	But	even	with	my	financial	aid	grants,	I	need	to	pay
$8000	more	per	year	to	go	to	college.	You	want	the	information	to	flow	together	seamlessly.	I	have	also	taken	additional	steps	to	secure	work-study	opportunities,	though	they	do	not	fully	meet	the	new	financial	demands.	I	was	raised	by	a	wonderful	woman	who	didn’t	always	have	a	wonderful	life.	Instead,	it’s	for	your	college	financial	aid	office.	Frame
your	essay	around	a	specific	event.	My	family	moved	from	El	Salvador	to	New	York	when	I	was	seven	years	old,	to	escape	the	violence	there.”	Example	2:		“I	am	from	a	working-class	family	in	Minnesota.	Your	past	and	present	circumstances	will	speak	for	themselves.	I	enrolled	in	Mississippi’s	HELP	program	during	my	senior	year,	which	covers
tuition	and	fees	at	select	colleges	in	the	state.	There	are	no	parameters	to	follow.	I	appreciate	your	consideration.	Avoid	controversial	statements	and	opinions.	You’re	applying	for	a	specific	endowed	scholarship	that	considers	financial	need.	Tell	your	story	with	honesty.	In	the	guide	below,	we’ll	explain	how	to	write	these	types	of	essays	to	increase
your	chances	of	winning.	My	mother’s	family	cut	ties	with	her	the	moment	she	became	pregnant.	That’s	because	you	want	to	show	how	the	award	will	help	you	financially	and	in	your	academic	or	career	goals.
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