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In	a	career	spanning	four	decades,	award-winning	author	Diana	Wynne	Jones	wrote	more	than	forty	books	of	fantasy	for	young	readers.	Characterized	by	magic,	multiple	universes,	witches	and	wizards—and	a	charismatic	nine-lived	enchanter—her	books	were	filled	with	unlimited	imagination,	dazzling	plots,	and	an	effervescent	sense	of	humor	that	earned	her	legendary	status	in	the	world	of	fantasy.	From	the	very	beginning,	Diana	Wynne	Jones’s	books	garnered	literary	accolades:	her	novel	Dogsbody	was	a	runner-up	for	the	1975	Carnegie	Medal,	and
Charmed	Life	won	the	esteemed	Guardian	children’s	fiction	prize	in	1977.	Since	then,	in	addition	to	being	translated	into	more	than	twenty	languages,	her	books	have	earned	a	wide	array	of	honors—including	two	Boston	Globe-Horn	Book	Award	Honors—and	appeared	on	countless	best-of-the-year	lists.	Her	work	also	found	commercial	success:	in	1992	the	BBC	adapted	her	novel	Archer’s	Goon	into	a	six-part	miniseries,	and	her	best-selling	Howl’s	Moving	Castle	was	made	into	an	animated	film	by	Japanese	director	Hayao	Miyazaki	in	2004.	The	film	was
nominated	for	an	Academy	Award	in	2006,	and	became	one	of	the	most	financially	successful	Japanese	films	in	history.	The	author	herself	has	also	been	honored	with	many	prestigious	awards	for	the	body	of	her	work.	She	was	given	the	British	Fantasy	Society’s	Karl	Edward	Wagner	Award	in	1999	for	having	made	a	significant	impact	on	fantasy,	received	a	D.Lit	from	Bristol	University	in	2006,	and	won	the	Lifetime	Achievement	Award	at	the	World	Fantasy	Convention	in	2007.	Born	just	outside	London	in	1934,	Diana	Wynne	Jones	had	a	childhood	that	was
“very	vivid	and	often	very	distressing”—one	that	became	the	fertile	ground	where	her	tremendous	imagination	took	root.	When	the	raids	of	World	War	II	reached	London	in	1939,	the	five-year-old	girl	and	her	two	younger	sisters	were	torn	from	their	suburban	life	and	sent	to	Wales	to	live	with	their	grandparents.	This	was	to	be	the	first	of	many	migrations,	one	of	which	brought	her	family	to	Lane	Head,	a	large	manor	in	the	author-populated	Lake	District	and	former	residence	of	John	Ruskin’s	secretary,	W.G.	Collingwood.	This	time	marked	an	important
moment	in	Diana	Wynne	Jones’s	life,	where	her	writing	ambitions	were	magnified	by,	in	her	own	words,	“early	marginal	contacts	with	the	Great.”	She	confesses	to	having	“offending	Arthur	Ransome	by	making	a	noise	on	the	shore	beside	his	houseboat,”	erasing	a	stack	of	drawings	by	the	late	Ruskin	himself	in	order	to	reuse	the	paper,	and	causing	Beatrix	Potter	(who	also	lived	nearby)	to	complain	about	her	and	her	sister’s	behavior.	“It	struck	me,”	Jones	said,	“that	the	Great	were	remarkably	touchy	and	unpleasant,	and	I	thought	I	would	like	to	be	the	same,
without	the	unpleasantness.”	Prompted	by	her	penny-pinching	father’s	refusal	to	buy	the	children	any	books,	Diana	Wynne	Jones	wrote	her	first	novel	at	age	twelve	and	entertained	her	sisters	with	readings	of	her	stories.	Those	early	stories—and	much	of	her	future	work—were	inspired	by	a	limited	but	crucial	foundation	of	classics:	Malory’s	Morte	D’Arthur,	The	Arabian	Nights,	and	Epics	and	Romances	of	the	Middle	Ages.	Fantasy	was	Jones’s	passion	from	the	start,	despite	receiving	little	support	from	her	often	neglectful	parents.	This	passion	was	fueled
further	during	her	tenure	at	St.	Anne’s	College	in	Oxford,	where	lectures	by	J.	R.	R.	Tolkien	and	C.	S.	Lewis	increased	her	fascination	with	myth	and	legend.	She	married	Medievalist	John	Burrow	in	1956;	the	couple	have	three	sons	and	six	grandchildren.	After	a	decade	of	rejections,	Diana	Wynne	Jones’s	first	novel,	Changeover,	was	published	in	1970.	In	1973,	she	joined	forces	with	her	lifelong	literary	agent,	Laura	Cecil,	and	in	the	four	decades	to	follow,	Diana	Wynne	Jones	wrote	prodigiously,	sometimes	completing	three	titles	in	a	single	year.	Along	the	way
she	gained	a	fiercely	loyal	following;	many	of	her	admirers	became	successful	authors	themselves,	including	Newbery	Award	winners	Robin	McKinley	and	Neil	Gaiman,	and	Newbery	Honor	Book	author	Megan	Whalen	Turner.	A	conference	dedicated	solely	to	her	work	was	held	at	the	University	of	West	England,	Bristol,	in	2009.	Diana	Wynne	Jones	continued	to	write	during	her	battle	with	lung	cancer,	which	ultimately	took	her	life	in	March	2011.	Her	last	book,	Earwig	and	the	Witch,	will	be	published	by	Greenwillow	Books	in	2012.	Sophie	Hatter	is	our
heroine,	the	daughter	of	a	well-to-do	hat	shop	owner	in	the	village	of	Market	Chipping	in	the	fantasy	land	of	Ingary.	As	the	eldest	of	three	sisters,	Sophie	is	sure	that	she	is...The	one	big,	strange	fact	about	Howl	is	that	almost	every	young	woman	who	reads	about	him	wants	to	marry	him	[…].	Yesterday	I	was	doing	a	question-and-answer	session	in	a	London	theatre	and	a	tee...We	know	from	the	first	chapter	of	Howl's	Moving	Castle	that	the	Witch	of	the	Waste	is	going	to	be	the	Big	Bad	of	this	novel.	We	only	get	about	seven	paragraphs	in	when	the	narrator
announces	that,...In	our	analysis	of	the	Witch	of	the	Waste	elsewhere	in	this	section,	we	said	that	the	Witch	is	the	showy	villain	of	this	novel.	We	know	that	she's	a	baddie	from	the	outset,	and	she	remains	one	of	o...When	you	think	of	the	word	demon,	what	usually	comes	to	mind?	Chances	are	decent	if	you've	ever	watched	anything	like	Buffy	the	Vampire	Slayer	or	The	Last	Exorcism,	it's	nothing	good.	In	a	lot	of	w...Michael	is	Howl's	trusty	apprentice,	a	nice	fifteen-year-old	kid	who	seems	well-meaning	and	eager	to	learn.	He's	also	secretly	engaged	to	Sophie's
youngest	sister	Martha,	whom	he	visits	regularly	a...Lettie	Hatter	is	Sophie's	middle	sister.	She's	super-smart	and	very	beautiful,	and	unlike	Sophie,	she's	not	willing	to	lie	down	and	just	admit	that	she's	doomed	to	failure	because	she	isn't	the	you...Martha	is	Sophie's	youngest	sister,	and	she's	at	least	as	opinionated	as	Lettie.	However,	unlike	Lettie,	her	ambition	is	not	to	become	rich	and	powerful—instead	she	wants	to	marry,	settle	down,	a...Fanny	is	Mr.	Hatter's	second	wife.	She	is	stepmother	to	Sophie	and	Lettie,	and	she	gives	birth	to	Martha.	When	Mr.
Hatter	dies	suddenly,	leaving	the	shop	in	debt,	Fanny	does	her	best	to	place	her	t...We	don't	actually	find	out	much	about	Mr.	Hatter	since	he	passes	away	ten	paragraphs	into	the	novel,	except	that	he	is	deeply	proud	of	his	three	daughters	and	sending	them	to	an	expensive	school	le...Mrs.	Pentstemmon	is	Howl's	old	tutor.	Our	main	impression	of	her	is	that	she	is	grand.	Her	home	is	incredibly	rich	looking,	and	she	lives	in	the	wealthy	capital	town	of	Kingsbury.	She	is	tall	and	e...Megan	is	Howl's	older	sister.	She	lives	in	our	regular	old	world	(where	castles
don't	move),	in	Wales.	She	clearly	thinks	that	Howl	is	a	no-good	rotten	loser	who	mainly	exists	to	embarrass	her	and...Megan's	husband,	whom	we	never	actually	meet—but	if	Megan's	anything	to	go	by,	he's	probably	very	serious	and	very	judgmental.	Mari	is	Howl's	little	niece.	Unlike	her	mother,	Mari	seems	to	adore	Howl—as	soon	as	she	sees	him,	she	throws	herself	at	him.	And	Howl	in	turn	seems	to	love	her	a	lot;	the	two	of	them	speak	Welsh...Neil	is	Howl's	teenage	nephew.	Like	his	little	sister,	Mari,	he	seems	to	share	a	bond	with	Howl,	though	he	is
initially	pretty	rude	and	unpleasant	when	Howl	stops	by	to	ask	him	about	his	English	te...We	don't	really	see	much	of	the	Wizard	Suliman	since	he	disappears	long	before	the	novel	starts.	He's	the	Royal	Magician	before	Howl	gets	stuck	with	the	job,	and	by	the	time	the	book	begins	he	has...When	Howl	finally	notices	that	Sophie's	dog	is	actually	a	dog-man	under	a	curse,	he	insists	on	attempting	to	remove	the	enchantment.	Unfortunately	the	enchantment	is	in	layers	though,	and	Howl	and...When	the	man	we	later	know	as	Percival	accompanies	the	Witch	into
Sophie's	shop	the	day	that	she	gets	cursed	with	old	age,	the	Witch	calls	him	Gaston.	Prince	Justin	appears	in	Howl's	Moving	Castle	even	less	than	the	Wizard	Suliman	does.	Even	before	Sophie's	enchantment,	the	narrator	reports	"a	new	piece	of	gossip	[that]	came	into	the	shop.	The	Ki...These	characters	appear	so	briefly	that	they're	barely	even	characters,	but	we're	throwing	in	a	summary	of	their	situation	here	because	their	story	is	pretty	charming.	When	Sophie	is	still	working...Mrs.	Fairfax	is	the	extremely	talkative	witch	friend	of	Fanny's	with	whom	Lettie
studies	witchcraft.	Of	course	Martha	was	originally	supposed	to	apprentice	with	her,	but	when	Lettie	and	Martha	swit...The	very	young	daughter	of	the	King	of	Ingary.	Countries,	areas,	and	other	various	places	found	throughout	the	Howl's	Moving	Castle	movie	and	book	series.	All	items	(18)	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	Markl	is	Howl's	apprentice	in	the	movie.	Not	much	of	his	background	or	past	is	revealed,	except	for	his	first	name	and	that	he	is	training	under	Howl	to	become	a	wizard.	He	manages	Howl's	affairs	while
he	is	away,	dealing	with	customers	in	the	different	towns	linked	to	by	the	portal.	The	only	notable	magic	he	ever	does	is	put	on	a	cloak	and	take	on	the	appearance	of	a	short,	old	wizard	with	a	large	beard.	His	voice	gets	huskier	and	deeper	in	this	form.	Markl	in	disguise	as	an	old	wizard	Initially,	he	is	suspicious	of	Sophie's	presence	in	the	castle,	addressing	her	as	'Grandma',	but	he	eventually	forms	a	close	bond	with	her	as	they	are	together	every	day.	Most	of	his	time	is	spent	on	shopping	for	food	with	Sophie,	cooking,	and	other	chores	such	as	laundry.	I	can't
remember	the	last	time	we	had	a	real	breakfast!	Markl	putting	on	his	'magic	disguise'	cape	Old	Sophie	and	Markl	eating	together	Howl's	Moving	Castle	(Novel)[]	Howl’s	apprentice	in	the	book	is	Michael	Fisher,	a	15-year-old	orphan	from	Porthaven	who	willingly	stays	with	Howl	and	eventually	becomes	his	apprentice,	unlike	Markl	whose	background	information	is	unknown.	These	notes	were	contributed	by	members	of	the	GradeSaver	community.	We	are	thankful	for	their	contributions	and	encourage	you	to	make	your	own.	Written	by	Callie	Labrador,
Percival	Ruth	Sophie	is	the	protagonist	of	the	novel	and	has	lots	of	ambitious	ideas	that	she	puts	to	the	back	of	her	mind	because	she	is	the	eldest	of	the	three	Hatter	sisters	and	knows	the	eldest	is	always	destined	for...nothing	at	all.	She	is	defiant	though,	and	sets	out	to	seek	her	fortune	not	as	a	pretty	young	girl	but	as	a	creaky	old	crone	after	the	Witch	of	the	Waste	has	cursed	her.	She	is	essentially	very	nice,	sweetly	helping	the	trapped	dog	and	the	broken	scarecrow,	but	her	niceness	also	causes	a	problem	if	not-niceness	is	actually	required,	such	as	when
she	lets	Miss	Angorian	into	the	house	in	an	effort	to	prove	she	is	too	nice	to	be	jealous	of	Howl's	interest	in	her.	Sophie	is	in	love	with	Howl	even	if	she	won't	admit	it.	She	is	a	loyal	family	member	and	loves	her	sisters	although	she	has	judged	her	stepmother	harshly	and	tried	to	make	amends	for	that.	Sophie	is	a	character	whose	happy	ending	is	well-deserved	and	appreciated	by	the	reader.	Welshman	Howell	Jenkins	(also	known	by	the	more	magical	last	name	of	Pendragon)	comes	from	a	pleasant	and	normal	family	on	the	Wales-England	border	and	in	the
earthly	world	is	a	good	uncle	and	frustrating	brother.	He	graduated	from	university	with	a	good	degree	in	witchcraft	and	went	on	to	become	a	wizard	working	in	a	magical	land	from	which	he	could	still	come	and	go.	As	Wizard	Howl	he	is	rather	timid	and	not	entirely	happy	about	becoming	the	King's	Magician	but	he	is	an	honorable	person	and	does	what	he	has	been	paid	for.	He	is	a	womanizer	and	tends	to	like	the	chase	more	than	the	capture	of	the	female	in	question's	heart,	Sophie	being	the	only	girl	he	remains	interested	in.	Howl	is	aware	that	his	magic
can	be	used	for.	Ad	as	well	as	good	and	does	not	want	that	to	happen	which	is	why	he	is	anxious	for	the	contract	between	himself	and	Calcifer	to	be	broken.	He	puts	his	own	life	in	jeopardy	for	Calcifer	and	turns	out	to	be	a	thoroughly	decent	man	at	the	end	of	the	day.	The	Witch	of	the	Waste	has	been	largely	dormant	for	fifty	years	which	is	why	it	is	such	a	shock	to	find	her	evil	active	again,	although	it	seems	likely	that	she	is	now	under	the	control	of	her	fire	demon.	She	is	ancient	but	continues	to	make	herself	appear	younger.	She	also	seems	to	out-maneuver
Howl	alarmingly	often	and	is	generally	one	step	ahead	of	the	game.	Although	she	cursed	Sophie	and	turned	her	into	an	old	woman,	she	did	not	intend	to	as	it	was	Sophie's	sister	Lettie	whom	she	was	jealous	of	and	angry	with.	Despite	a	fierce	battle	the	Witch	is	killed	at	the	close	of	the	novel.	Calcifer	is	a	fire	demon	and	he	is	bound	by	contract	to	work	for	Howl.	He	is	a	well-intentioned	demon	as	he	has	no	desire	to	become	Howl's	master	as	the	Witch's	fire	demon	has	become	over	her,	and	this	is	why	he	wants	the	contract	to	be	broken.	Although	he	feels	he	is
kept	in	the	grate	against	his	will,	once	he	is	released	he	finds	that	he	actually	likes	living	with	Howl,	he	just	wants	it	to	be	his	choice	to	do	so	and	not	his	contractual	obligation.	Calcifer	is	a	courageous	demon	and	protects	Howl	and	his	group.	He	is	the	main	example	of	the	fire	theme	that	goes	throughput	the	book	and	also	the	best	example	of	its	symbolic	nature	as	when	his	life	starts	to	ebb	away	there	is	barely	a	flicker	of	flame	from	him,	but	when	life	is	strong	in	him	so	are	the	flames.	Michael	is	Howl's	apprentice	wizard	and	became	this	by	accident	simply	by
turning	up	one	day	and	then	never	really	leaving.	He	is	in	love	with	Sophie's	sister	Martha	who	is	pretending	to	be	her	sister	Lettie.	He	is	a	decent	wizard	but	is	becoming	more	confused	by	the	more	complicated	spells	and	often	gets	them	wrong.	He	is	loyal	to	Howl	and	grows	to	like	Sophie	over	time	although	he	finds	her	a	nuisance	when	she	first	moves	in.	He	also	finds	her	a	useful	ally	in	convincing	Howl	to	stay	in	the	area	as	he	does	not	want	to	move	far	away	from	his	Lettie.	Most	of	the	truly	disastrous	spells	are	Michael's,	such	as	the	spell	to	make	things
bigger	that	grows	Howl's	blue	suit	to	the	size	of	the	house.	Miss	Angorian	appears	to	be	a	school	teacher	who	accidentally	get	hold	of	one	of	Howl's	spells	instead	of	his	nephew's	poetry	homework.	She	is	strikingly	pretty	and	he	likes	her	immediately;	she	becomes	more	attractive	to	him	the	more	she	is	immune	to	his	advances.	She	seems	to	always	be	looking	for	him	and	this	turns	out	to	be	because	she	is	the	Witch's	fire	demon	in	pleasant-looking	human	form	and	has	found	Howl's	own	family	in	an	effort	to	draw	him	out	of	his	castle	and	into	her	trap.	She	has
a	stone	heart	and	is	truly	evil.	The	real	Lettie	Hatter	is	the	second	of	the	sisters	and	not	content	with	her	apprenticeship	at	Cesari's	bakery	because	she	wants	to	learn	magic,	so	she	changes	identities	with	her	youngest	sister,	Martha,	and	learns	some	basic	spells.	She	is	phenomenally	pretty	and	has	a	myriad	of	suitors.	She	worries	about	Sophie	and	tries	to	find	a	way	of	protecting	her	while	trying	to	break	the	enchantment	the	Witch	has	put	on	her.	Martha	is	the	youngest	Hatter	sister	and	therefore	the	one	who	is	predestined	to	make	a	success	out	of	her	life.
She	does	not	want	to	learn	magic	and	lives	working	in	the	bakery	where	she	catches	the	eye	of	apprentice	Michael	and	they	fall	in	love	quickly.	Despite	being	Fanny's	natural	daughter	she	is	harsh	on	her	mother	and	misreads	her	intentions.	Martha	reveals	to	Michael	that	Sophie	is	her	sister	and	is	really	the	catalyst	for	the	whole	story	of	the	enchanting	coming	out.	The	King	has	lost	his	brother,	Prince	Justin,	and	wants	Howl	to	find	him	because	he	knows	he	is	a	talented	wizard	and	also	that	he	is	a	good	man.	He	is	also	a	sharp	judge	of	character	and	this
enables	him	to	rule	successfully.	Percival	is	a	hybrid	constructed	by	the	Witch	of	the	Waste	and	comprises	parts	of	both	Prince	Justin	and	Wizard	Suliman.	He	first	meets	Sophie	in	the	form	of	a	dog	who	is	trapped	in	a	hedge.	He	also	takes	on	the	form	of	several	other	breeds	of	dog.	Prince	Justin	is	the	King's	brother	and	was	kidnapped	by	the	Witch	after	he	went	to	search	for	Suliman	and	turned	into	Percival	and	the	wooden	scarecrow.	He	is	important	to	the	novel	because	it	is	the	search	for	him	that	enables	Howl	and	Sophie	to	vanquish	the	Witch	once	and	for
all.	Fanny	is	Sophie	and	Lettie's	step-mother,	and	Martha's	real	mother,	but	to	her	credit	treats	all	the	girls	the	same	and	does	not	play	favorites.	She	works	hard	in	the	hat	shop	but	after	Mr	Hatter	dies	she	has	trouble	making	ends	meet	so	sends	the	younger	two	girls	into	apprenticeships,	training	Sophie	to	inherit	the	ship	one	day.	After	Sophie	disappears,	Fanny	has	no	reason	to	keep	the	shop	and	sells	it.	She	falls	on	her	feet	and	marries	a	very	wealthy	and	very	kind	man	but	never	stops	searching	for	Sophie	and	even	puts	up	a	reward	for	informs	about	her.
The	scarecrow	is	able	to	move	at	will	and	is	made	from	parts	of	Suliman	and	parts	of	the	Prince.	Although	he	scares	Sophie	initially	he	manages	to	appear	far	less	frightening	at	his	second	attempt	to	get	in	the	castle.	Mrs	Pentstemmon	is	the	woman	from	whom	Howl	and	Suliman	both	learned	magic;	both	were	apprentices	under	her	tutelage.	She	was	killed	by	the	Witch	of	the	Waste.	You	can	help	us	out	by	revising,	improving	and	updating	this	section.	Update	this	section	After	you	claim	a	section	you’ll	have	24	hours	to	send	in	a	draft.	An	editor	will	review	the
submission	and	either	publish	your	submission	or	provide	feedback.	Next	Section	Glossary	Previous	Section	Howl's	Moving	Castle	Summary	Labrador,	Callie,	Percival	Ruth.	"Howl’s	Moving	Castle	Characters".	GradeSaver,	9	September	2019	Web.	Cite	this	page	The	store	will	not	work	correctly	in	the	case	when	cookies	are	disabled.	Melicot	was	the	creator	and	owner	of	the	House	Of	Many	Ways,	before	William	Norland.	He	was	a	great	wizard,	and	certainly	the	Royal	Wizard	of	High	Norland	of	his	time.	Moreover,	he	was	the	one	who	enchanted	the	tinne	tilings
of	the	Royal	Mansion's	roof	in	order	to	make	them	look	like	gold.	Below,	you	will	find	the	list	of	the	differents	works	of	Wizard	Melicot	:	Creating	of	the	House	of	Many	Ways	Enchanting	of	the	Royal	Mansion's	roof	Hiding	the	Royal	Treasury	under	the	Royal	Mansion's	roof	These	notes	were	contributed	by	members	of	the	GradeSaver	community.	We	are	thankful	for	their	contributions	and	encourage	you	to	make	your	own.	Written	by	Callie	Labrador	The	two	main	characters	in	the	magical	world,	Wizard	Howl	and	the	Witch	of	the	Waste,	are	engaged	in	a	battle
which	is	essentially	good	versus	evil.	The	theme	in	this	novel	also	extends	to	showing	that	being	good	or	evil	is	a	choice	as	several	times	it	is	wondered	whether	Howl,	who	was	always	on	the	side	of	good,	has	turned	towards	evil	instead.	The	theme	is	also	that	through	choosing	the	right	path	good	will	prevail.	The	novel	is	a	love	story	of	sorts	and	love	dictates	the	actions	of	many	of	the	characters.	Howl	is	said	to	steal	the	hearts	of	young	girls	and	metaphorically	he	does	this.	When	they	fall	in	love	with	him	he	loses	interest.	Sophie	is	in	love	with	Howl	which	he
knows	and	for	this	reason	he	believes	she	will	keep	Miss	Angorian	from	coming	in	the	castle.	Sophie	is	anxious	to	show	she	is	not	jealous	about	his	feelings	for	her	and	so	let's	her	in,both	courses	of	action	setting	off	the	trail	of	events	that	end	in	the	Witch's	demise,	but	both	courses	of	action	caused	by	love.	The	relationships	of	Michael	and	Lettie,	and	also	Fanny	and	her	new	husband,	also	play	into	the	theme	of	love.	Magic	is	one	of	the	main	themes	of	the	book.	Magic	is	seen	to	be	something	that	is	pursued	as	a	career	choice	rather	than	something	that's
comes	from	within,	but	there	are	also	those	in	whom	the	gift	lies	unbeknownst	to	them,	and	Sophie	is	one	of	these	people.	The	book	shows	that	magic	is	magic	and	only	becomes	good	magic	or	black	magic	according	to	the	intentions	of	the	person	practicing	it.	Family	is	a	positive	theme	throughout	the	novel	and	although	Sophie	stays	away	from	her	beloved	sisters	because	she	can't	bear	for	them	to	know	she	has	been	turned	into	a	crone,	they	in	fact	already	know	and	are	doing	everything	they	can	in	order	to	protect	her.	She	in	turn	is	trying	to	protect	them
from	the	broken	hearts	she	knows	Howl	will	cause	them.	Similarly	Howl	will	do	anything	to	protect	his	family	from	the	Witch	and	does	not	need	magic	to	do	so	as	his	love	for	them	is	more	powerful	than	any	magic	he	possesses.	You	can	help	us	out	by	revising,	improving	and	updating	this	section.	Update	this	section	After	you	claim	a	section	you’ll	have	24	hours	to	send	in	a	draft.	An	editor	will	review	the	submission	and	either	publish	your	submission	or	provide	feedback.	Next	Section	Quotes	Previous	Section	Glossary	Labrador,	Callie.	"Howl’s	Moving	Castle
Themes".	GradeSaver,	6	June	2017	Web.	Cite	this	page	Sophie	Hatter:	Sophie	is	the	eldest	of	her	two	other	sisters,	and	because	of	this,	it	is	her	'fate'	to	never	be	happy	in	life.	Sophie	realizes	this	and	decides	to	have	a	dull	and	boring	life	working	at	her	fathers	hat	shop.	The	Witch	of	The	Waste	comes	into	her	shop	one	day,	mistaking	Sophie	for	her	sister,	and	turns	her	into	an	old	women.	Sophie	eventually	leaves	town	and	goes	to	work	for	Wizard	Howl	as	his	cleaning	lady.	Though	Sophie	is	initially	reserved	and	lacking	confidence,	she	demonstrates	herself	to
be	a	strong-minded	individual	after	she	is	transformed	into	an	old	woman,	becoming	less	afraid	of	what	others	think	of	her.	Wizard	Howl:	Howl	is	a	mysterious,	reclusive	wizard,	and	is	known	to	have	a	terrible	reputation	through	out	the	many	different	towns	in	Ingary.	He	is	known	by	many	different	names;	his	birth	name	is	Howell	Jenkins,	but	he	goes	by	"Howl	Jenkins"	in	Porthaven	and	"Howl	Pendragon"	in	Kingsbury.	He	is	27	years	old	and	known	for	being	very	flamboyant	and	"wicked".		This	quote	from	the	novel	clearly	shows	how	vain	Howl	really	is	when
he	accidentally	dyes	his	hair	the	wrong	color	“Look.	Survey.	Inspect.	My	hair	is	ruined!	I	look	like	a	pan	of	bacon	and	eggs!”	(Jones	98).	Despite	his	reputation,	Howl	is	a	very	charming	young	man	who	loves	to	wear	impressive	looking	suits.	In	the	end	he	chooses	to	settle	down	with	Sophie	and	they	have	a	child	named	Morgan.	Michael	Fisher:	Michael	is	Howl's	15	year	old	apprentice.	He	is	an	orphan	who	originally	lived	in	Porthaven	until	both	of	his	parent	died,	leaving	him	alone	with	no	where	to	go.	He	ended	up	on	Howl's	doorstep,	where	he
stayed	until	Calcifer	finally	let	him	in.	Michael	started	talking	to	Calcifer,	which	seemed	to	impress	Howl.	Howl	never	really	agreed	to	let	Michael	say,	but	he	also	never	told	him	to	leave,	so	Michael	did	anything	he	cold	to	help	out	around	the	castle.	After	awhile	Howl	and	Michael	ended	up	growing	quite	found	of	each	other	and	stayed	great	friends.		The	Witch	of	the	Waste:	The	witch	of	the	waste	is	one	of	the	most	powerful	magicians	in	all	of	Ingary.	She	was	banished	by	the	late	King	to	The	Waste	fifty	years	before	the	story	starts	for	causing	havoc	in	the
country.	She	and	Howl	had	a	brief	relationship	before	the	book	started,	but	once	Howl	realized	that	it	was	really	the	which,	he	ran	away	from	her	and	is	still	trying	to	get	away	from	her	till	this	day.	Angered	by	this,	the	Witch	cursed	Howl,	so	that	upon	falling	in	love	he	would	have	to	return	to	the	Witch.	She	also	puts	a	spell	on	Sophie	at	the	start	of	the	story,	turning	her	into	an	old	crone.		Lettie	&	Martha	Hatter:	Lettie	and	Martha	are	Sophie's	seventeen-year-old	and	fifteen-year-old	sisters.	Lettie	is	considered	the	most	beautiful	of	the	three	Hatter	sisters,	and
has	dark	hair.	Initially,	she	is	an	apprentice	at	Cesari's,	a	pastry	shop	in	Market	Chipping,	but	because	she	wishes	to	learn	magic,	she	and	Martha	switch	places	using	a	temporary	appearance	altering	spell.	Howl	tries	to	woo	Lettie,	but	upon	discovering	that	Lettie	is	Sophie's	sister,	he	begins	approaching	Lettie	in	order	to	ask	questions	about	Sophie	instead.	Martha	is	slender	and	fair	with	big	grey	eyes.	Martha	happily	works	as	an	apprentice	at	Cesari's,	a	renowned	pastry	shop,	and	her	ambition	is	to	get	married	and	have	ten	children.	She	loves	Michael
Fisher	and	there	is	a	hint	at	marriage	by	the	end	of	the	book.		Calcifer:	Calcifer	is	a	fire	demon	who	is	bound	to	the	hearth	of	the	moving	castle.	He	is	'forced'	to	heat,	move,	and	power	the	moving	castle	because	of	some	mysterious	deal	he	made	with	Howl	a	few	years	ago.		He	is	very	powerful,	but	like	Howl,	runs	away	from	the	Witch	of	the	Wast	because	he	does	not	like	confrontation.	Calcifer	was	the	first	one	to	realize	that	Sophie	has	a	special	power	that	allows	her	to	talk	life	into	things,	which	is	the	reason	why	he	let	her	into	the	castle	in	the	first	place.
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WasteAntagonistMichael	FisherHowl's	apprenticeLettie	HatterSophie's	sisterFanny	HatterSophie's	step-motherPrince	JustinEnchanted	princeMadame	SulimanRoyal	sorceressSophie	Hatter:	The	main	protagonist	who	embarks	on	a	journey	of	self-discovery.Howl	Jenkins:	A	powerful	but	irresponsible	wizard	who	Sophie	encounters.Calcifer:	A	fire	demon	bound	to	Howl's	service,	playing	a	pivotal	role	in	the	plot.The	Witch	of	the	Waste:	The	main	antagonist	with	a	vendetta	against	Howl.Michael	Fisher:	Howl's	young	apprentice	who	assists	in	his	magical
endeavors.Lettie	Hatter:	Sophie's	sister,	whose	beauty	and	charm	contrast	Sophie's	initial	self-perception.Fanny	Hatter:	Sophie's	stepmother,	concerned	with	the	family's	future.Prince	Justin:	A	missing	prince	whose	disappearance	is	central	to	the	story.Madame	Suliman:	A	powerful	sorceress	with	a	significant	influence	over	Howl.Sophie	begins	the	story	as	a	timid	and	self-doubting	young	woman.	She	works	tirelessly	in	her	family's	hat	shop,	believing	herself	to	be	unremarkable.	After	being	cursed	by	the	Witch	of	the	Waste	and	transformed	into	an	old	woman,
Sophie	discovers	resilience	and	courage.	Her	journey	is	marked	by	her	growing	assertiveness	and	self-awareness.Howl	JenkinsHowl	is	a	charismatic	and	flamboyant	wizard	with	a	reputation	for	womanizing	and	avoiding	responsibility.	His	outward	bravado	masks	a	deep-seated	fear	of	commitment	and	vulnerability.	Throughout	the	novel,	Howl's	character	develops	as	he	learns	to	confront	his	fears	and	take	responsibility	for	his	actions.CalciferCalcifer	is	a	fire	demon	bound	by	a	magical	contract	with	Howl.	He	is	integral	to	the	operation	of	Howl's	castle.	Despite
his	mischievous	and	witty	nature,	Calcifer	shows	loyalty	and	compassion,	particularly	towards	Sophie,	as	they	form	a	unique	bond	over	their	shared	secrets.The	Witch	of	the	WasteThe	Witch	is	a	formidable	antagonist	driven	by	jealousy	and	revenge.	Her	curse	on	Sophie	sets	the	plot	in	motion.	She	is	depicted	as	both	powerful	and	tragic,	her	obsession	with	Howl	eventually	leading	to	her	downfall.Michael	FisherMichael	is	a	dedicated	and	loyal	apprentice	to	Howl.	He	displays	a	blend	of	youthful	innocence	and	growing	competence	in	magic.	His	relationship
with	Sophie	is	one	of	friendship	and	mutual	respect,	highlighting	his	supportive	nature.Lettie	HatterLettie	is	Sophie's	younger	sister,	known	for	her	beauty	and	charm.	Her	contrasting	personality	to	Sophie	emphasizes	Sophie's	initial	lack	of	confidence.	Lettie's	subplot	explores	themes	of	identity	and	self-acceptance.Fanny	HatterFanny	is	portrayed	as	a	pragmatic	and	somewhat	self-centered	stepmother.	Her	concerns	about	the	family's	financial	stability	drive	her	actions,	though	her	intentions	are	not	entirely	malicious.Prince	JustinPrince	Justin's
disappearance	is	a	mystery	that	Sophie	and	Howl	must	solve.	His	character	serves	as	a	catalyst	for	the	plot,	with	his	eventual	revelation	adding	depth	to	the	story's	resolution.Madame	SulimanMadame	Suliman	is	a	powerful	and	enigmatic	figure.	Her	role	as	a	royal	sorceress	places	her	in	a	position	of	authority	over	Howl.	Her	interactions	with	Sophie	provide	insight	into	the	dynamics	of	power	and	control	within	the	magical	world.Character	TraitsCharacter	NameKey	TraitsSophie	HatterCourageous,	resilient,	self-awareHowl	JenkinsCharismatic,	irresponsible,
vulnerableCalciferWitty,	loyal,	mischievousThe	Witch	of	the	WasteEnvious,	powerful,	tragicMichael	FisherLoyal,	innocent,	competentLettie	HatterCharming,	confident,	self-acceptingFanny	HatterPragmatic,	self-centered,	concernedPrince	JustinMysterious,	noble,	charismaticMadame	SulimanAuthoritative,	enigmatic,	insightfulCharacter	BackgroundSophie	HatterSophie	is	the	oldest	of	three	sisters,	living	in	the	town	of	Market	Chipping	in	the	magical	land	of	Ingary.	Her	belief	in	her	own	insignificance	is	exacerbated	by	societal	norms	and	her	family's
expectations.	Her	transformation	into	an	old	woman	becomes	a	catalyst	for	her	personal	growth.Howl	JenkinsHowl,	originally	from	Wales,	is	a	self-taught	wizard	who	has	made	a	name	for	himself	in	Ingary.	His	flamboyant	lifestyle	and	mysterious	reputation	precede	him.	His	past	is	shrouded	in	mystery,	revealing	layers	of	complexity	as	the	story	unfolds.CalciferCalcifer's	origins	as	a	fire	demon	are	rooted	in	his	binding	contract	with	Howl.	His	role	as	both	a	servant	and	a	friend	to	Howl	and	Sophie	reveals	the	nuances	of	his	character.	His	desire	for	freedom
drives	much	of	the	plot.The	Witch	of	the	WasteThe	Witch's	background	is	intertwined	with	her	quest	for	power	and	revenge.	Her	history	with	Howl	is	a	crucial	element	of	the	narrative,	explaining	her	motivations	and	eventual	downfall.Michael	FisherMichael's	background	as	an	orphan	taken	in	by	Howl	shapes	his	character.	His	loyalty	and	dedication	to	magic	are	products	of	his	admiration	for	Howl	and	desire	for	belonging.Lettie	HatterLettie's	background	as	the	middle	sister	impacts	her	self-perception	and	choices.	Her	decision	to	work	at	a	bakery	instead	of
the	family	hat	shop	reflects	her	desire	for	independence.Fanny	HatterFanny's	role	as	a	stepmother	is	influenced	by	her	marriage	into	the	Hatter	family.	Her	pragmatism	is	a	response	to	the	economic	pressures	of	running	the	hat	shop.Prince	JustinPrince	Justin's	mysterious	disappearance	serves	as	a	subplot	that	intertwines	with	the	main	narrative.	His	royal	background	adds	layers	of	intrigue	to	the	story.Madame	SulimanMadame	Suliman's	position	as	a	royal	sorceress	gives	her	significant	influence.	Her	background	is	less	explored,	but	her	actions	reveal	a
deep	understanding	of	magical	politics.Character	ArcsSophie	HatterSophie	undergoes	a	significant	transformation	from	a	self-doubting	young	woman	to	a	confident	and	assertive	individual.	Her	curse	becomes	a	journey	of	self-discovery,	allowing	her	to	embrace	her	strengths	and	challenge	her	limitations.Howl	JenkinsHowl's	arc	centers	on	his	growth	from	an	irresponsible	and	evasive	wizard	to	a	more	mature	and	self-aware	individual.	His	relationship	with	Sophie	and	the	challenges	they	face	together	force	him	to	confront	his	fears	and	embrace
responsibility.CalciferCalcifer's	arc	involves	his	quest	for	freedom	from	the	binding	contract	with	Howl.	His	evolving	relationship	with	Sophie	and	Howl	highlights	his	capacity	for	loyalty	and	sacrifice.The	Witch	of	the	WasteThe	Witch's	arc	is	one	of	decline,	driven	by	her	obsession	and	envy.	Her	eventual	defeat	underscores	the	destructive	nature	of	her	ambitions.Michael	FisherMichael's	arc	reflects	his	maturation	and	growing	competence	in	magic.	His	experiences	with	Sophie	and	Howl	contribute	to	his	development	as	a	capable	and	independent
individual.Lettie	HatterLettie's	arc	explores	her	journey	towards	self-acceptance	and	independence.	Her	interactions	with	Sophie	and	her	own	choices	highlight	themes	of	identity	and	self-worth.Fanny	HatterFanny's	arc	is	less	pronounced,	but	her	pragmatic	approach	to	life	is	challenged	by	the	unfolding	events.	Her	character	provides	a	contrast	to	Sophie's	idealism.Prince	JustinPrince	Justin's	arc	is	intertwined	with	the	resolution	of	the	plot.	His	eventual	revelation	adds	complexity	to	the	narrative	and	ties	together	various	storylines.Madame	SulimanMadame
Suliman's	arc	is	more	static,	serving	as	a	catalyst	for	other	characters'	growth.	Her	role	in	the	story	underscores	themes	of	power	and	control.RelationshipsSophie	and	HowlSophie	and	Howl's	relationship	is	central	to	the	narrative.	Their	dynamic	evolves	from	mutual	antagonism	to	deep	understanding	and	affection.	Sophie's	influence	on	Howl	catalyzes	his	growth,	while	Howl's	support	empowers	Sophie	to	embrace	her	true	self.Sophie	and	CalciferSophie	and	Calcifer's	relationship	is	marked	by	mutual	respect	and	secret-keeping.	Their	shared	goal	of	breaking
the	contract	with	Howl	creates	a	bond	of	trust	and	cooperation.Howl	and	CalciferHowl	and	Calcifer's	relationship	is	complex,	defined	by	the	magical	contract	that	binds	them.	Their	interactions	reveal	layers	of	friendship,	dependence,	and	shared	history.Sophie	and	MichaelSophie	and	Michael	share	a	supportive	friendship.	Michael's	admiration	for	Sophie's	courage	and	resourcefulness	strengthens	their	bond,	contributing	to	his	own	growth.Sophie	and	LettieSophie	and	Lettie's	relationship	is	shaped	by	their	contrasting	personalities.	Lettie's	confidence
inspires	Sophie,	while	Sophie's	determination	encourages	Lettie	to	pursue	her	own	path.Howl	and	the	Witch	of	the	WasteHowl	and	the	Witch's	relationship	is	antagonistic,	driven	by	the	Witch's	jealousy	and	Howl's	evasiveness.	Their	interactions	reflect	themes	of	power	and	retribution.Howl	and	Madame	SulimanHowl's	relationship	with	Madame	Suliman	is	marked	by	tension	and	manipulation.	Her	influence	challenges	his	rebellious	nature	and	forces	him	to	confront	his	insecurities.Sophie	and	FannySophie	and	Fanny's	relationship	is	complex,	rooted	in
familial	obligation	and	differing	priorities.	Fanny's	pragmatic	approach	contrasts	with	Sophie's	evolving	idealism.Prince	Justin	and	the	Main	CharactersPrince	Justin's	interactions	with	the	main	characters	are	limited	but	significant.	His	presence	serves	as	a	link	between	various	plotlines,	contributing	to	the	story's	resolution.In	conclusion,	"Howl's	Moving	Castle"	presents	a	rich	tapestry	of	characters,	each	with	distinct	arcs	and	relationships.	Sophie's	journey	of	self-discovery	is	at	the	heart	of	the	narrative,	driving	her	interactions	with	Howl,	Calcifer,	and
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Sophie	finds	herself	under	a	horrid	spell	that	transforms	her	into	an	old	lady.	Her	only	chance	at	breaking	it	lies	in	the	ever-moving	castle	in	the	hills:	the	Wizard	Howl's	castle.	To	untangle	the	enchantment,	Sophie	must	handle	the	heartless	Howl,	strike	a	bargain	with	a	fire	demon,	and	meet	the	Witch	of	the	Waste	head-on.	Along	the	way,	she	discovers	that	there's	far	more	to	Howl—and	herself—than	first	meets	the	eye.GenresFantasyYoung	AdultFictionMiddle	GradeMagicClassicsAudiobook	20771	people	are	currently	reading446778	people	want	to
readDiana	Wynne	Jones	was	a	celebrated	British	writer	best	known	for	her	inventive	and	influential	works	of	fantasy	for	children	and	young	adults.	Her	stories	often	combined	magical	worlds	with	science	fiction	elements,	parallel	universes,	and	a	sharp	sense	of	humor.	Among	her	most	beloved	books	are	Howl’s	Moving	Castle,	the	Chrestomanci	series,	The	Dalemark	Quartet,	Dark	Lord	of	Derkholm,	and	the	satirical	The	Tough	Guide	to	Fantasyland.	Her	work	gained	renewed	attention	and	readership	with	the	popularity	of	the	Harry	Potter	series,	to	which	her
books	have	frequently	been	compared.Admired	by	authors	such	as	Neil	Gaiman,	Philip	Pullman,	and	J.K.	Rowling,	Jones	was	a	major	influence	on	the	landscape	of	modern	fantasy.	She	received	numerous	accolades	throughout	her	career,	including	the	Guardian	Children’s	Fiction	Prize,	two	Mythopoeic	Awards,	the	Karl	Edward	Wagner	Award,	and	the	World	Fantasy	Award	for	Life	Achievement.	In	2004,	Howl’s	Moving	Castle	was	adapted	into	an	acclaimed	animated	film	by	Hayao	Miyazaki,	further	expanding	her	global	audience.Jones	studied	at	Oxford,	where
she	attended	lectures	by	both	C.S.	Lewis	and	J.R.R.	Tolkien.	She	began	writing	professionally	in	the	1960s	and	remained	active	until	her	death	in	2011.	Her	final	novel,	The	Islands	of	Chaldea,	was	completed	posthumously	by	her	sister	Ursula	Jones.Displaying	1	-	30	of	36,294	reviewsJanuary	14,	2024Honestly	what	made	me	want	to	read	this	book	was	the	movie.	*gasp*	I	know,	I	know	shouldn't	do	that.	The	movie	was	good	(I	am	a	fan	of	Hayo	Miyazaki's	films)	and	I	wasn't	disappointed	in	the	book.	As	always	much	of	the	book	wasn't	put	into	the	movie,	but	it
was	understandable	because	I	imagine	it	would	be	hard	to	piece	together	a	movie	with	all	the	components	this	story	has.To	really	grasp	and	understand	the	book	I	would	suggest	that	it	be	read	twice	I	think.	Since	I	did	watch	the	movie	I	wasn't	as	shocked	at	things,	but	I	was	so	impressed	about	how	the	author	intertwined	all	the	strands	of	the	story	together.	If	you	have	a	chance	definitely	read	the	book	first.	The	author	did	an	impeccable	job	of	piecing	things	together	to	get	a	wham-bam	of	an	ending.Ok	quick	summary:	Our	main	character	is	Sophie.	She	is	the
oldest	of	three	girls	and	works	in	a	hat	shop.	Things	change	when	the	Witch	of	the	Waste	(evil	bad	women)	puts	a	spell	on	her	that	makes	her	old.	She	meets	the	infamous	wizard	Howl	(great	character)	and	it	takes	off	from	there.	Make	sure	to	pay	attention	to	ALL	DETAILS	to	get	the	ending.	(Sorry	if	the	review	isn't	that	great.	It's	the	first	time	I'm	trying	something	like	this,	so	I'll	apologize	now	for	all	the	confusion	I	may	have	caused,	and	the	errors	in	the	review.)2024	update:	this	story	holds	up	so	well,	years	later2024	books-i-own	books-made-into-movies
October	3,	2024I	read	this	to	my	daughter,	Celyn	(10	at	the	time),	who	is	too	disabled	to	read	books	by	herself.I	had	seen	some	of	the	anime	film	version	years	ago	but	remembered	basically	nothing	of	it.I	found	the	whole	thing	original	and	refreshing.	The	point	of	view	character	(Sophie)	is	engaging	and	no-nonsense	with	a	very	capable	can-do	attitude.	The	story	moves	along	at	a	good	pace	and	the	whole	moving	castle	/	multiple	doors	thing	is	a	great	idea	and	used	well.The	Welsh	connection	is	well-played,	and	the	continuing	reveals	keep	everything
interesting.My	only	complaint	is	that	the	end	seemed	rather	tortured	with	so	many	story-lines	converging	in	ways	that	felt	rather	unsatisfying	/	hard	to	believe.	The	Miss	Angorian	part,	for	example,	seemed	to	come	out	of	left-field	and	made	very	little	sense	to	me.If	I	were	a	touch	harsher	then	that	ending	would	pull	this	down	to	a	4*.	But	Celyn	loved	it.	I	enjoyed	reading	it.	And	I'm	in	a	good	mood.	So	5*!I	can	see	why	it's	a	classic,	and	if	you	have	a	10	year	old,	point	them	at	it!	We	may	well	pursue	the	author's	other	works.Edit:	We've	now	finished	the	trilogy!
Join	my	Patreon	Join	my	3-emails-a-year	newsletter	#prizes...November	9,	2021Buddy	reading	this	with	Howl's	Moving	Castle	fans	helped	me	get	more	pumped	up	for	the	story.	I	enjoyed	the	whimsical	atmosphere,	the	simple	charm	of	the	protagonist,	and	the	quirkiness	of	Howl.	As	I	got	to	the	second	half	of	the	book	though,	it	was	hard	to	maintain	interest	due	to	not	much	happening.	I	think	if	it	weren’t	for	me	projecting	the	Miyazaki	characters	onto	the	text,	I’m	not	sure	if	I	would	enjoy	the	book	as	much	by	itself.	That	being	said,	if	there	were	more	romance,
I	would	have	been	more	shamelessly	into	this	regardless	of	plot!March	15,	2019I	came	in	expecting	a	novelization	of	the	movie	(one	of	my	favorites),	but	what	I	got	was	even	better.	Good	news:	The	atmosphere	and	characterization	is	extremely	similar	to	the	Studio	Ghibli	film.	I	absolutely	loved	practical,	stubborn	Sophie	and	vain,	dramatic	Howl	as	well	as	the	overall	concept	of	the	story.	Those	were	the	reasons	I	wanted	to	read	the	book	in	the	first	place,	and	luckily	it	delivered.The	book	is	simply	more.	We	get	more	insight	into	Sophie	and	Howl's	backstories
and	strong	personalities,	more	time	in	different	worlds,	more	characters,	more	factors	working	against	our	protagonists,	and	more	explanation	of	how	magic	works	in	this	universe.	As	someone	who	loves	to	completely	understand	fantasy	worlds	and	how	they	work,	I	loved	it.	Since	there	were	so	many	factors	introduced	throughout	this	novel,	the	ending	felt	a	little	rushed.	I	loved	it	just	the	same!The	movie	is	a	great	movie,	and	the	book	was	a	great	book.	They	are	two	very	different	experiences,	but	work	perfectly	hand-in-hand.	I	would	recommend	it	to	all	fans
of	the	movie	and	YA	fantasy!June	5,	2021There	is,	of	course,	a	wonderful	anime	about	this	book,	with	the	same	title.	But	as	is	true	of	many,	many	books	and	movies,	I	found	the	experience	of	reading	to	be	very	different	from	that	of	viewing.In	my	opinion,	any	movie	based	on	a	book	is	really	a	movie	about	one	reader's	reaction	and	interpretation	of	a	book.	In	this	case,	it's	an	enjoyable	one,	but	I	felt	that	it	missed	many	of	the	nuances	of	the	story	that	made	it	such	a	great	read.	I've	yet	to	read	a	book	by	Diana	Wynne	Jones	that	did	not	enchant	me.	But	among	her
books,	this	one	is	special	to	me.	Every	character	is	engaging.	The	world	and	situation	is	unique.	There	is	a	thoughtful	thread	that	runs	through	the	story	about	how	we	see	ourselves	and	how	we	see	others.	Appearances	can	be	deceiving,	and	not	just	to	people	outside	ourselves.There	are	magics	here	that	are	both	gentle	and	profound.	Definitely	a	book	that	can	be	enjoyed	more	than	once.July	21,	2024‘Doors	are	very	powerful	things.	Things	are	different	on	either	side	of	them.’If	the	whimsy	for	a	magical	adventure	oozing	with	charm	and	full	of	unforgettable
characters	ever	strikes	you,	might	I	direct	your	attention	to	the	Diana	Wynne	Jones’	endlessly	entertaining	Howl’s	Moving	Castle.	It	is	a	story	where	assumptions	are	tested	and	often	overturned	and	the	characters	are	full	of	as	much	nuance	as	they	are	personality,	making	for	an	engaging	read	that	will	keep	you	on	your	toes.	Sure,	there	is	the	Miyazaki	film	adaptation,	but	the	two	are	different	enough	to	each	stand	on	their	own	and	this	novel	is	such	an	fun-filled	event	I	stayed	up	far	too	late	to	finish	the	book	but	do	not	regret	yawning	my	way	through	the
following	workday.	Howl’s	Moving	Castle	is	a	quirkily	endearing	coming-of-age	story	in	a	fanciful	realm	of	magic	and	mystery	that	explores	ideas	of	freedom,	family	and	that	appearances	can	be	deceiving.	The	film	adaptation	of	Howl’s	Moving	Castle	by	Studio	GhibliWhat	really	sticks	this	story	straight	into	the	readers	heart	are	the	characters	that	populate	the	magical	realm	of	Ingary.	Jones	creates	a	world	that	is	adjacent	to	our	own,	with	characters	such	as	Howl’s	sister	Megan	still	residing	there	(her	frustration	with	her	brother	often	hinging	on	not	knowing
he	is	in	fact	a	magic	user	in	Ingary	instead	of	pursuing	a	job).	The	story	follows	Sophie,	the	oldest	of	three	sisters	and	‘it	is	quite	a	misfortune	to	be	born	the	eldest	of	the	three.	Everyone	knows	you	are	the	one	who	will	fail	first,	and	worst.’	A	run-in	with	the	Witch	of	the	Waste	leaves	her	cursed	to	have	the	body	of	a	frail,	elderly	woman,	but	Sophie	is	a	fiery	and	determined	woman	who	seeks	an	end	of	her	curse	and	forces	herself	into	the	employment	of	Howl,	a	wizard	with	a	dangerous	reputation	who	roams	the	countryside	in…you	guessed	it,	a	giant	moving
castle.'My	shining	dishonesty	will	be	the	salvation	of	me.'Howl	is	an	absolute	delight	as	a	character,	and	also	rather	insufferable	(which	is	half	the	fun).	Appearing	at	first	to	be	a	villain,	the	more	we	learn	about	Howl	the	more	endearing	and	completely	aggravating	he	is.	To	the	reader	and	especially	Sophie.	Prone	to	tantrums	(he	trashes	the	castle	over	a	bad	hair	dyeing),	being	overdramatic	(‘I'm	going	to	bed,	where	I	may	die,’	he	says	of	a	minor	cold),	and	reckless	womanizing	that	leaves	behind	a	string	of	broken	hearts,	Howl	is	‘fickle,	careless,	selfish,	and
hysterical,’	says	Sophie.	He	is	a	‘slitherer-outer,’	with	his	cowardly	side	keeping	him	from	action,	yet	there	is	another	side	of	him	that	makes	him	shockingly	likable.	Jones	jokes	in	interviews	that	when	girls	say	they	are	in	love	with	Howl	she	says	to	not	do	that	as	he	is	awful,	joking	that	in	response	to	them	saying	they	would	like	to	marry	Howl	she	says	'Howl	would	be	one	of	the	most	dreadful	husbands	one	could	possibly	imagine.'	But	his	duality	gives	him	charm	and	a	weight	as	a	character	that	is	rather	infectious,	and,	yo,	this	dude	is	supposed	to	be	HOT	so	I
get	it.’Half	the	time	I	think	he	doesn’t	care	what	happens	to	anyone	as	long	as	he’s	all	right—	but	then	I	find	out	how	awfully	kind	he’s	been	to	someone.	Then	I	think	he’s	kind	just	when	it	suits	him—only	then	I	find	out	he	undercharges	poor	people.’Howl	is	a	perfect	representation	of	how	appearances	can	often	be	deceiving	in	this	novel,	and	Jones	writes	really	excellent	gray	characters	that	were	fairly	nontypical	for	the	children’s	fantasy	novel	genre	in	1986	when	it	was	released,	which	is	part	(along	with	the	great	humor	for	sure)	of	what	makes	this	just	as
engaging	for	an	adult	to	read.	Sophie	looks	old	and	frail,	but	is	determined,	the	fire	demon	Calcifer	looks	‘extraordinarily	evil’	but	he	is	an	anxious	and	charming,	even	the	castle	seems	like	a	massive	evil	building	but	is	actually	just	Howl’s	home	bewitched	to	be	able	to	move	about	without	ever	actually	leaving.	This	latter	example	plays	into	another	theme	where	the	character’s	homes	tend	to	represent	them,	Howl’s	being	a	wandering	sort	that	is	actually	all	just	smoke	and	mirrors	or	the	Witch	living	in	the	middle	of	nowhere	as	a	representation	for	her	isolation
from	everyone.‘A	heart's	a	heavy	burden.’Every	character	seems	simple	but	are	always	hiding	a	tangled	web	of	motivations	beneath	the	surface.	Howl	and	the	Witch	also	tend	to	take	advantage	of	their	appearances	in	order	to	get	what	they	want.	This	contrasts	well	with	Sophie,	who	is	prone	to	brash	action	without	thinking.	The	catch	in	the	book,	however,	is	that	one’s	identity	often	becomes	a	sort	of	imprisonment	to	them.	Destructive	patterns	get	them	into	trouble,	Howl’s	good	looks	play	havoc	on	his	relationships	and	Sophie’s	lack	of	self-esteem	is	a	major
obstacle	for	her	to	overcome	throughout	the	course	of	the	book.	This	also	plays	into	overcoming	expectations,	such	as	the	curse	placed	on	Howl	using	a	John	Donne	poem	about	impossible	tasks.	The	ultimate	task,	to	find	a	'woman	true	and	fair,'	does	smack	of	some	misogyny	that	Jones	delights	in	overturning,	but	overturning	and	subversion	is	the	name	of	the	game	here.	This	is	a	world	where	nothing	is	impossible,	and	if	we	let	ourselves	be	stopped	simply	by	expectations,	what	are	we	missing	in	life?	In	what	ways	are	we	self-sabatoging?It	is	impossible	to	not
think	of	the	Miyazaki	version	of	this	book	when,	to	be	fair,	it	is	what	lead	me	to	reading	Jones’	original.	Being	loosely	based	on	the	book	and	taking	it	in	different	directions,	I	feel	the	two	are	easily	enjoyed	separate	from	each	other	and	I	never	feel	compelled	to	“prefer”	one	or	the	other.	I	do	enjoy	how	the	movie	takes	a	much	greater	anti-war	stance,	something	that	Miyazaki	often	features	in	his	film	and	is	vocally	anti-war	in	his	personal	life.	He	did	not	attend	the	Academy	Awards	when	his	film	Spirited	Away	won	an	Oscar	for	Best	Animated	Feature	and	told
the	LA	Times	‘The	reason	I	wasn’t	here	for	the	Academy	Award	was	because	I	didn’t	want	to	visit	a	country	that	was	bombing	Iraq.’	Diana	Wynne	Jones	enjoyed	the	film,	saying	‘I	was	thrown	back	in	my	seat	with	amazement’	(there	is	a	good	interview	of	her	talking	about	the	film	you	can	watch	here),	and	had	made	special	requests	of	Miyazaki	to	not	change	anything	of	Howl’s	personality.	Howl’s	love	of	all	animals	and	refusal	to	kill	is	emphasized	well	as	a	theme	of	pacifism	in	the	film.Howl’s	Moving	Castle	is	destined	to	become	a	classic,	and	is	effortlessly
charming	and	nearly	impossible	to	put	down.	It	is	a	wonderful	statement	about	moving	away	from	our	defensiveness	and	out	of	the	prisons	of	the	self	we	either	self-impose	or	have	assumed	of	us	based	on	appearances.	This	is	a	story	where	the	only	thing	to	expect	is	the	unexpected	and	it	makes	for	a	fun	and	often	very	funny	ride.	Definitely	would	recommend.4.5/5‘I	think	we	ought	to	live	happily	ever	after.’childhood_classics	childrens-books	fantasyMelissa	♥	Dog/Wolf	Lover	♥	MartinMay	5,	2018I	have	to	say	I	love	Hayao	Miyazaki's	movie	better	because	come
on,	it's	an	awesome	movie.	(Although,	Spirited	Away	is	my	favorite	movie)	There	were	some	differences	in	the	book	but	the	movie	was	based	off	the	book	and	it's	not	going	to	be	the	same.	All	that	matters	is	they	both	were	awesome	and	the	author	loved	the	movie	too.	I	absolutely	love	fantasy	worlds	that	are	way	out	there.	Happy	Reading!	Mel	March	4,	2024Lo~ovin'	you,	is	easy	'cause	you're	beautiful	(Loving	You	–	Minnie	Riperton).I’ll	admit	that	a	lot	more	decision	making	went	into	starting	this	book	than	most	of	the	stuff	I	read.	I	was	doing	some	serious
research,	watching	the	movie,	a	bunch	of	“behind-the-scenes”	stuff	on	YouTube,	and	I	even	had	the	soundtrack	on	repeat	for	several	days.	Then	I	decided…	yeah,	I	should	probably	read	the	book.	It	is	the	original	after	all.	Though,	it’s	kind	of	scary,	you	know?	Reading	a	book	from	so	long	ago.	I	mean,	I’m	aware	that	1986	isn’t	that	long	ago,	but	I’ve	had	bad	experiences	with	reading	older	fiction	before.	Dated	language,	dated	sentiments,	the	usual.	But	I	know	this	version	is	rather	beloved,	so	I	figured	I	have	to	at	least	give	it	a	fair	chance.	In	fact,	I	went	into	this
being	so	sure	that	something	from	above	would	smite	me	if	I	hated	it,	that	I	was	seriously	prepared	to	pretend	to	love	it	the	same	way	I	did	with	Lorde’s	“Solar	Power.”	Well,	color	me	surprised	at	how	much	I	actually	liked	this.	I	was	blindsided,	really.	The	thing	is,	this	book	had	an	uphill	battle	from	the	jump	simply	because	of	how	fully	enticed	I	was	by	the	movie.	And	it’s	not	just	the	bigger	romantic	focus	and	the	powerful	anti-war	message,	I	think	I’m	just	really	easily	moved	by	pretty	animation	and	beautiful	music.	It’s	a	hard	feeling	to	capture	on	a	page.
Thankfully,	after	a	couple	chapters	getting	used	to	it,	I	came	to	appreciate	and	really	enjoy	this	book	for	what	it	is.	It	doesn't	sound	like	it,	but	I	swear	I	did!	It	was	surprisingly	easy	to	fall	into	step	with	the	narrative	and	the	characters	were	as	charming	as	their	movie	counterparts	(albeit	with	a	few	key	differences)!	It’s	a	little	funny,	because	when	I	was	watching	the	Studio	Ghibli	version,	I	found	it	so	abstract	that	I	kind	of	chalked	it	up	to	cultural	differences,	but	after	reading	the	source	material	it’s	like…	no,	the	story	is	just	like	that.	It’s	quirky!	Is	it	obvious
that	I	love,	love,	love	Ghibli	movies?	Because	I	really	do.	I	love	Studio	Ghibli	movies!	And	not	just	for	the	aesthetic!	Whenever	things	feel	like	they’re	happening	too	much,	every	movie	of	theirs	feels	like	an	exaltation	of	a	breath	I	didn’t	know	I	was	holding.Now	that	I’ve	consumed	all	available	Howl’s	Moving	Castle	media	(to	the	point	where	I’m	probably	Howl’s	Moving	Castle’d	out),	I	think	I	can	safely	say	that	I	slightly	prefer	the	movie	adaption.	Big	surprise,	I	know.	I	like	both,	but	I	think	I	just	like	Howl’s	portrayal	more	in	the	animated	adaption.	He’s	still	vain
and	afraid,	but	he’s	a	bit	more	dashing,	a	bit	more	mature,	and	a	bit…	more.	He	doesn’t	really	undergo	too	much	character	development	in	this	book	and	you	could	pretty	much	open	it	up	to	any	page	and	he’d	be	doing	the	same	shtick	he’s	been	doing	the	entire	story.	Even	after	the	big	“I	love	you”	reveal,	he	might	as	well	have	looked	at	the	camera	and	said,	“Don’t	worry	guys,	I’m	the	same	old	Howl!”	Sorry,	but…	maybe	I	don’t	want	the	same	old	Howl!	I	want	movie	Howl!	Ahhh,	I	know	what	it	is.	Book	Howl	is	that	one	guy.	The	sitcom	husband,	the	dude	who
you	can	tell	doesn’t	actually	want	a	girlfriend	or	a	partner,	not	really.	At	the	end	of	the	day,	what	they	really	want	is	a	mommy.	And	while	there’s	no	doubt	that	the	book	certainly	has	more	world-building	and	goes	more	into	the	details	of	the	“who-what-when-where	and	why,”	I	think	that	this	tale	is	more	than	sufficiently	told	through	the	movie	adaption.	To	the	point	where	I’d	argue	that	it’s	sometimes	improved	upon.	For	example,	through	visual	cues,	we	see	how	Sophie’s	old	woman	curse	seems	fluid,	constantly	changing	rapidly	throughout	the	film,	implying
that	it	was	more	of	a	metaphor	for	her	resignation	in	life,	and	we	get	to	see	the	curse	break	every	time	she	feels	passion	and	love	for	Howl,	showing	that	she	had	the	power	to	break	it	within	herself	the	whole	time.	Or	how,	on	the	flip-side,	after	falling	in	love	with	Sophie,	Howl’s	appearance	loses	its	extravagant	and	flashy	nature,	showing	that	he’s	more	comfortable	being	“his	true	self”	around	Sophie,	without	all	the	glam	and	glamour.	I'm	more	than	happy	with	metaphors,	I	don't	need	literal,	in-universe,	explanations	for	the	these	things.	Anyway,	woah,	lots	of
comparison	talk,	huh?	I	feel	like	I	have	to	keep	saying	it...	but	don’t	worry,	like	I	said,	I	liked	this	book.	Quite	a	bit	actually,	it's	different	but	still	good!	Even	if	I’m	more	partial	to	the	movie	adaption,	the	book	version	managed	to	muster	up	more	than	enough	magic	and	whimsy	to	keep	me	enraptured.“Don’t	you	think	I	did	any	of	me	myself,	then?”	Howl	asked.	“Put	in	just	a	few	touches	of	my	own?”“A	few,	and	those	not	altogether	to	my	liking.”fantasy	middle-grade	pretty-cover	June	26,	2010For	some	reason	I've	been	reading	a	lot	of	really	great	books	lately.	I
feel	that	itch	to	find	something	I	can	tear	apart	and	relish	in	the	destruction.	However,	Howl's	Moving	Castle	didn't	provide	me	with	that	opportunity.It	is	an	amazing	and	fantastic	book.	The	characters	are	so	very	different,	funny,	quirky	and	lovable	that	I	was	sucked	in	right	away.	The	storyline	was	intriguing	and	fun	to	read.	The	writing	was	quite	good	and	the	world	was	utterly	fascinating.If	you've	watched	the	movie	then	you	needn't	worry	about	being	spoiled	of	the	book	or	ending.	They	are	actually	nothing	alike.	The	movie,	whilst	I	really	enjoyed	it,	to	the
original	premise	and	basic	character	traits	and	made	its	own	story	from	there.Sophie	is	hilarious.	She	almost	makes	me	want	to	be	an	old	lady,	just	so	I	can	be	cantankerous	and	boss	people	around.	Howl	is	funny	and	sweet	as	the	brilliant	yet	vain,	thoughtless,	mysterious	wizard.	The	whole	story	is	great	and	I	highly,	highly	recommend	it.favorites	kat-s-book-reviews	leaves-awesomeness-behindMay	23,	2020The	first	time	I	read	this	book	was	on	a	tiny	phone	screen	in	the	scattered	quiet	minutes	of	a	night	shifts	week.	I	loved	it	so	much	-	I	thought	maybe
partially	because	of	sleep	deprivation	brain	fuzziness	that	can	give	a	good	book	the	shimmer	of	that	happy	giddy	feeling.	But	now	I	reread	it	with	brain	well-rested	—	and	the	magic	still	holds.	Sophie,	the	eldest	of	three	sisters	and	therefore	*clearly*	doomed	to	failure,	is	an	old	soul.	Enough	of	the	old	soul	that,	after	unwittingly	upsetting	the	Witch	of	the	Waste,	she	is	perfectly	fine	unexpectedly	finding	herself	turned	into	a	crone.	And	then	she	makes	her	way	to	Howl’s	Moving	Castle,	“far	too	tall	for	its	height	and	not	a	very	regular	shape”,	makes	a	questionable
alliance	with	the	trapped	fire	demon	Calcifer	(a	fallen	star)	who’s	eager	to	be	let	out	of	its	contract	with	Howl,	and	sensibly	gets	the	place	in	the	order	it	so	desperately	needed.	“Annoyed?”	said	Sophie.	“Why	should	I	be	annoyed?	Someone	only	filled	the	castle	with	rotten	aspic,	and	deafened	everyone	in	Porthaven,	and	scared	Calcifer	to	a	cinder,	and	broke	a	few	hundred	hearts.	Why	should	that	annoy	me?”	Sophie	is	quite	mistrustful	of	her	new	employer	—	the	wizard	Howl	(also	sometimes	known	as	Howell	Jenkins,	PhD	and	supposed	good-for-nothing
disgrace	for	the	family),	the	rumored	devourer	of	young	girls’	hearts;	fickle,	vain	and	mercurial	—	and	kind	to	those	in	need	of	assistance,	and	prone	to	overcharging	the	King	for	his	magic	spells	while	undercharging	the	commoners.	He	can	be	quite	exasperating,	yes	he	can.	“Well,	he’s	fickle,	careless,	selfish,	and	hysterical,”	she	said.	“Half	the	time	I	think	he	doesn’t	care	what	happens	to	anyone	as	long	as	he’s	all	right—	but	then	I	find	out	how	awfully	kind	he’s	been	to	someone.	Then	I	think	he’s	kind	just	when	it	suits	him—only	then	I	find	out	he
undercharges	poor	people.	I	don’t	know,	Your	Majesty.	He’s	a	mess.”	Or	maybe	it’s	just	that	Sophie	tends	to	judge	too	quickly	sometimes.	Maybe	there	is	more	to	the	world	than	meets	the	eye.	Maybe	first	impressions	are	misleading	and	really	getting	to	know	someone	allows	surprising	things	to	shine	through.	Maybe	there	are	fallen	stars	and	stolen	hearts	and	traveling	scarecrows	and	cowards	that	are	brave	and	slither-outers	who	are	honest	and	seeming	shallowness	that	has	new	startling	depths,	and	annoyance	that	grows	into	affection.Is	it	a	children’s
book?	I	don’t	know.	It’s	simple	and	sweet	and	yet	can	be	complex	in	unexpected	ways.	It	sure	spoke	to	this	adult	over	here.	Its	humor	is	kind	but	at	times	also	a	bit	quirky.	It	delightfully	turns	familiar	tropes	upside	down	and	makes	me	happily	smile	again	and	again.	It	makes	my	inner	cynic	slink	away	in	shame.I	love	it.5	(falling)	stars.———————Oh	yeah,	and	I	must	be	that	one	person	who	never	saw	that	Studio	Ghibli	film.2016-reads	2020-reads	favorites	October	22,	2021Howl's	Moving	Castle	(Howl's	Moving	Castle	#1),	Diana	Wynne	Jones	Howl's	Moving
Castle	is	a	fantasy	novel	by	British	author	Diana	Wynne	Jones,	first	published	in	1986.	Howl's	Moving	Castle	is	the	first	novel	in	the	series	of	books	called	the	Howl	Series.	This	series	also	includes	Castle	in	the	Air,	published	in	1990,	and	House	of	Many	Ways,	published	in	2008.	A	young	woman	named	Sophie	Hatter	is	the	eldest	of	three	sisters	living	in	the	town	of	Market	Chipping	in	the	magical	kingdom	of	Ingary,	where	many	fairy	tale	tropes	are	accepted	ways	of	life,	including	that	the	eldest	of	three	will	never	be	successful.	Sophie	is	able	to	unknowingly
talk	life	into	inanimate	objects.	As	the	eldest,	she	is	resigned	to	the	"fact"	that	she	will	have	no	chance	of	finding	her	fortune,	accepting	that	she	will	have	a	dull	life	running	the	family	hat	shop.	One	day,	however,	the	powerful	Witch	of	the	Waste	turns	her	into	an	old	crone.	Sophie	leaves	the	shop	and	finds	work	as	a	cleaning	lady	for	the	notorious	Wizard	Howl.	She	strikes	a	bargain	with	Howl's	fire-demon,	Calcifer:	if	she	can	break	the	contract	between	Howl	and	Calcifer,	then	Calcifer	will	return	her	to	her	original	youthful	form.	Part	of	the	contract,	however,
stipulates	that	neither	Howl	nor	Calcifer	can	disclose	the	main	clause	of	the	contract	to	any	third	party.	Sophie	tries	to	guess	the	specifics	of	the	contract,	while	Calcifer	supplies	frequent	hints	which	she	usually	does	not	pick	up.	... وا 	 یور 	 زا 	 ار 	 مسلط 	 ات 	 ،دهدیم 	 لوق 	 وا 	 هب «	 افیشیراک 	» ؛دوشیم 	 انشآ «	 افیشیراک 	» ،« وراه 	» شِتآ 	 ِوید 	 اب «	 یفوس 	» ،هعلق 	 رد 	 ؛دنکیم 	 تیاده 	،« وراه 	» بیجع 	و	 کرحتم 	ی	 هعلق 	 هب 	 ار 	 وا 	 هک 	 یتشونرس 	 ،دوریم 	 شتشونرس 	 لابند 	 هب 	 ،مسلط 	 رطاخب «	 یفوس 	» ؛تسا «	 وراه 	» مان 	 هب 	 ،زاب 	 هدبعش 	 کی 	و	 ،نزریپ 	 کی 	 ندب 	 رد 	 هدش 	 دنبرد 	و	 ،یرگوداج 	 طسوت 	 هدش 	 نیرفن 	،« یفوس 	» مان 	 هب 	 ،هلاس 	 هدجه 	 یرتخد 	 نیب 	 ،هناقشاع 	 یناتساد؛ 9786004367523

ینایبرش .	 	ا ؛یدیشروخ 	 یرجه 29/07/1400	 ؛یدیشروخ 	 	21/09/1399یرجه یناسر 	 ماگنهب 	 خیراتلقن 	 نایاپ ؛)؛	 	... 	و ؛دش 	 دهاوخ 	 هاگراک 	و	 هزاغم 	 بحاص 	 یزور 	 هک 	 ،دندرک 	 یم 	 راتفر 	 ،هبیرغ 	 یدرف 	 دننام 	 وا 	 اب 	و	 ،دندوب 	 ریپ 	 یدایز 	 ،دندرک 	 یم 	 راک 	 هاگراک 	 رد 	 هک 	 یمدرم 	 ؛درک 	 یم 	 تلاسک 	و	 اوزنا 	 ساسحا 	 اما 	 ؛درب 	 یم 	 تذل 	 نآ 	 ماجنا 	 زا 	و	 ،تشاد 	 تراهم 	 راک 	 نیا 	 رد 	 وا 	 ؛درک 	 یم 	 لصو 	 اه 	 نآ 	 هب 	 نابور 	 اب 	 هارمه 	 ،ار 	 یموم 	 یاه 		 هویم 	و	 اه 	 لگ 	 ،ییابیز 	و	 تراهم 	 اب 	و	 ،دناشوپ 	 یم 	 ،مشیربا 	 زا 	 یرتسآ 	 اب 	 ار 	 اه 	 هلاک ی	 		 همه 	 ،تخود 	 یم 	 لمخم 	 یاه 	 هلاک 	 هب 	 ار 	 اهروت 	و	 ،هبل 	 یب 	 یاه 	 هلاک 	 هب 	 ار 	 زر 	 یاه 	 لگ 	و	 ،تسشن 	 یم 	 هزاغم 	 بقع 	 رد 	 یکچوک 	 قاتا 	 رد «	 یفوس 	» ؛تشامگ 	 اه 	 هلاک 	 نیئزت 	 راک 	 هب 	 ار 	 وا «	 ینف 	» ،مشیربا 	و	 هچراپ 	 نیرجات 	 اب 	 ندز 	 هلک 	و	 رس 	و	 ،هاگراک 	 رد 	 ندرک 	 راک 	 زور 	 ود 	 یکی 	 زا 	 سپ 	 ؛تخورف 	 یمن 	 هلاک 	 دایز «	 یفوس 	» عقاو 	 رد ؛	 .« نشب 	 شقرف 	ی	 هجوتم 	 نتشاذگ 	 رس 	 هب 	 ور 	 بسانم 	 هلاک 	 هکنیا 	 ضحم 	 هب 	 ات 	 نتسین 	 بسانم 	 دایز 	 هک 	 ،هدب 	 ناشن 	 ور 	 ییاه 	 هلاک 	 لوا 	 ؛یسرب 	 بسانم 	 هلاک 	 هب 	 مورآ 	 مورآ 	 دیاب 	 وت 	 مزیزع 	» تفگ «	 ینف 	» ؛دوب 	 هلاک 	 ندیرخ 	 هب 	 اه 	 یرتشم 	 ندرک 	 بیغرت 	 تخومآ 	 یم 	 وا 	 هب 	 دیاب «	 ینف 	» هک 	 یزیچ 	 اهنت 	 عقاو 	 رد 	 ؛دنک 	 تسرد 	 دمن 	 ،یناتسمز 	 یاه 	 هلاک 	 یارب 	 هنوگچ 	 هک 	 تسناد 	 یم 	و	 ،تخانش 	 یم 	 زین 	 ار 	 دندروآ 	 یم 	 راک 	 داوم 	 هک 	 ار 	 یناسک 	 رگید 	و	 ،دنریگب 	 لکش 	 اه 	 بلاق 	 یور 	 ات 	 ،دروآ 	 یم 	 یریصح 	و	 ماخ 	 یاه 	 هلاک 	 رهش 	 زا 	 جراخ 	 زا 	 هک 	 ار 	 یدرم 	 ،دندیرخ 	 یم 	 هلاک 	 اه 	 نآ 	 زا 	 هک 	 ار 	 ینایرتشم 	 وا 	 ؛دوب 	 هدنام 	 یقاب 	 هزاغم 	 رد 	 زونه 	 ،هک 	 یرگراک 	 اهنت 	 تخانش 	 یم 	 ار «	 یسب 	» وا 	 ؛دندرک 	 یم 	 راک 	 اجنآ 	 رد 	 ،دوبن 	 شیب 	 یا 		 هچب 	 رسپ 	 وا 	 ردپ 	 یتقو 	 زا 	 اه 	 نآ 	 رتشیب 	 ؛تخانش 	 یم 	 ،دندرک 	 یم 	 راک 	 اجنآ 	 هک 	 ار 	 یمدرم 	 وا 	 ؛دندرک 	 یم 	 تسرد 	 مشیربا 	و	 موم 	 زا 	 ار 	 تانیئزت 	 رگید 	و	 اه 		 هویم 	 ،اه 	 لگ 	 ؛دنداد 	 یم 	 لکش 	 اه 	 بلاق 	 یور 	 سپس 	و	 ،دندرک 	 یم 	 سیخ 	 ار 	 اه 	 هلاک 	 اجنآ 	 رد 	 ؛درک 	 یم 	 یزاب 	و	 دیود 	 یم 	 ،تشاد 	 رارق 	 هناخ 	 طایح 	 رد 	 هک 	 یهاگراک 	 رد 	 دوبن 	 شیب 	 یکچوک ی	 		 هچب 	 یتقو 	 زا 	 ؛دوب 	 دلب 	 یبوخ 	 هب 	 ار 	 یزودهلاک 	 ،مه 	 عقوم 	 نامه «	 یفوس 	» هتبلا 	) »؛ کرحتم 	 هعلق 	» باتک 	 نتم 	 زا 	 لقندنوش 	 یم 	 ضوع 	 مه 	 اب 	 اه 	 ناسنا 	 تیوه 	و	 هدروخ 	 هرگ 	 مه 	 هب 	 اه 	 تشونرس 	 ؛دنتسین 	 ،دنیآ 	 یم 	 رظن 	 هب 	 هچنآ 	 ،سکچیه 	و	 ،زیچ 		 چیه 	 ،ییوداج 	 لزاپ 	 نیا 	 رد ؛	 	.... هک 	 یطرش 	 هب 	 اهنت 	 یلو 	 ،دنادرگرب 	 یگلاس 	 هدجه 	 هب 	 ار 	 وا 	و	 to	wanting	been	have	2023I	25,	March،درادرب
read	this	book	for	a	long	time,	so	decided	it	was	about	time	I	just	jump	straight	in.	My	deepest	heart's	desire	was	that	I'd	find	the	female-equivalent	to	Terry	Pratchett,	but	sadly	that	is	not	the	case.It	was	written	so	well	and	Diana	has	an	amazing	imagination	that	makes	Neil	Gaiman	look	normal.	But	sadly	the	characters	were	flat	and	I	felt	nothing	for	any	of	them,	though	I	think	Howl	was	the	most	wonderfully	developed	of	the	lot.	They	were	all	a	little	bit	"I'm	only	here	for	this	one	bit	then	I'll	leave",	which	is	often	the	case	with	background	characters	but	not
the	main,	plot-fuelling	ones.	And	the	plot:	I	did	enjoy	it	to	some	extent	but	I	got	lost	a	few	times	and	wasn't	really	sure	why	certain	things	were	happening.	I	think	she	tried	to	cram	in	so	many	wonderful	things	that	often	happen	in	to	fantasy	books	in	to	just	this	one	that	it	slightly	ripped	at	the	seams.The	world	was	a	lovely	thing	to	be	introduced	to,	but	I	can't	get	over	my	disappointment	in	the	castle.	No	spoilers,	but	I	was	expecting	a	lot	more	than	what	I	felt	we	were	given,	particular	since	the	thing	is	in	the	title.	It	was	rather	clever,	but	not	what	I	wanted
personally.	However,	the	world	still	felt	quite	small	despite	the	various	places	visited.	There	didn't	seem	enough	given	to	link	all	the	places	together	and	they	invariably	ended	up	becoming	just	the	one	place	after	a	while.Despite	not	quite	enjoying	this	particular	book,	I	do	want	to	read	everything	else	Diana	has	written,	because	you	can	clearly	see	her	amazing	imagination	and	clever	storytelling	prowess	from	this	book.	I	think	the	fact	it	was	a	children's	book	really	let	it	down.2016	bairns	bookshelf	November	5,	2024To	put	it	simply,	this	story	was	one	of	the
most	joyful	reading	experiences	I’ve	ever	had	☺The	characters,	although	morally	ambiguous	at	times,	were	full	of	life,	wit,	and	(of	course)	magic.	I	thoroughly	enjoyed	reading	about	all	of	them,	but	Calcifer	was	my	very	favorite!	฀	The	plot	was	fast	paced	and	kept	me	on	the	edge	of	my	seat	the	entire	way	through.	It	felt	like	the	book	came	alive	as	I	read,	as	if	I	–	like	Sophie	–	spoke	life	into	it.	This	is	a	story	that	I	can’t	wait	to	re-read	for	many	years	to	come.	It	is	a	true	modern	classic	that	I’m	certain	will	stand	the	test	of	time.	And	that	ending…	perfection	฀฀❤		฀
April	14,	2020Howl's	Moving	Castle,	for	whatever	reason,	totally	failed	to	engage	me	the	first	time	I	read	it	several	years	ago,	but	it	worked	so	much	better	the	second	time	around.	I	really	felt	for	Sophie,	the	main	character,	who	feels	so	timid,	trapped	and	hopeless	that	when	she's	(unfairly)	hit	with	a	curse	that	turns	her	from	a	young	woman	into	an	old	crone,	it	actually	frees	her	in	more	ways	than	one.	She	leaves	her	dead-end	job	in	the	village	and,	for	lack	of	a	better	option,	moves	herself	(without	bothering	to	ask	for	permission)	into	the	oddly	mobile	castle
of	the	Wizard	Howl,	where	magic	and	cobwebs	fill	the	air.	Obviously	the	young	wizard	needs	a	housekeeper,	after	all.	The	fire	demon	in	the	castle's	fireplace	mysteriously	challenges	Sophie	to	break	"the	contract"	between	himself	and	Howl,	and	she	hopes	that	maybe	Howl	and	the	demon	can	help	break	the	curse	on	her	as	well.The	nature	and	use	of	magic	in	this	story	were	quite	creative.	As	a	former	English	major,	I	really	enjoyed	how	John	Donne's	poem	"Song"	("Go	and	catch	a	falling	star")	was	worked	into	the	story.The	plot	was	occasionally	confusing,	and
I	wished	some	things	had	been	explained	a	little	better.	I	also	thought	that	the	wrap-up	at	the	end	was	a	bit	too	hasty.	But	overall	it	was	a	charming	and	fun	read,	and	it	gets	bonus	points	for	an	unusually	high	degree	of	originality.Upping	my	rating	from	3	stars	to	an	enthusiastic	4.	Original	review:	On	paper	I	should	love	this	book,	but	it	just	didn't	grab	me	when	I	tried	to	read	it	about	10	years	ago,*	and	I	ended	up	skimming	half	of	it.	I	picked	it	up	again	at	the	library	the	other	day	and	I'm	going	to	give	it	one	more	shot.*I	was	being	kind-hearted	when	I	gave	it
3	stars,	or	was	overly	swayed	by	the	book's	reputation.	I	would	be	meaner	if	I	were	rating	it	now,	but	I'll	wait	to	do	that	until	I've	re-read	it.January	19,	2025A	melodramatic	blond	man	has	a	mobile	home	and	adopts	strays,	including	but	not	limited	to	orphans	and	bewitched	crabby	young	women.	There’s	a	lot	of	hobbling	and	wailing	and	throwing	oneself	onto	a	settee	in	despair,	but	Howl’s	gonna	Howl.	Reading	this	was	not	unlike	settling	into	an	overstuffed	chair	with	a	warm	bowl	of	your	favorite	soup,	comfort-wise,	and	all	the	shouting	really	starts	to	feel
more	boisterous	than	angry	pretty	quickly.	Foppish	heroes,	exasperated	heroines,	and	an	overworked	fire	demon	-	this	club	has	it	all.January	2,	2021Turns	out	that	the	movie	was	way	different	than	the	book.	But	that's	okay,	because	I'm	a	Howl	simp	first,	human	second	it	was	soo	good!	Very	tempted	to	go	watch	it	again.~~~~~~~~~~~~~ASKJDLAKSJDAKLJDSL	IT'S	HEEEEERRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE~~~~~~~~~~~~~Update:	I	put	this	and	other	Studio	Ghibli	movies	on	hold	at	my	local	library.Now	it's	time	to
wait.~~~~~~~~~~~~~This	book	was	so	charming	and	wonderful,	therefore	I	don't	think	I	will	ever	be	able	to	properly	review	it.(That	sentence	took	me	5	minutes	to	type.	I	am	shooketh.)I	loved	everything	about	this	book,	from	the	way	that	the	simplistic	writing	made	me	feel	immersed	in	the	magic	to	the	characters	(but	especially	the	characters.	Can	I	marry	Howl?	Although,	I	feel	like	that	will	interfere	with	my	ship	because	you	knOW	I	SHIP	IT	LIKE	CRAZY	WITH	HOWL	ALWAYS	BEING	ADORABLY	MELODRAMATIC	AND	SOPHIE	BEING	SO	MATURE
AND	RESPONSIBLE	AAAAHHH	SOPHIE	X	HOWL	OTP	OTP	OTP	OT-)*ahem*(sorry	you	had	to	read	that)But	seriously.	These	two	are	couple	goals:aaagaghg	stop	too	cute	too	cute	too	cuteI	really	loved	the	characters'	dynamic	and	the	way	that	they	were	like	a	family	(I'm	sorry	I'm	soft	for	that	trope	I	can't	help	it),	and	also	the	way	that	appearances	were	portrayed	in	this	book	overall.And	while	I've	never	watched	the	Studio	Ghibli	version	(I	promise	that	I'm	remedying	that	VERY	SOON),	I	feel	like	I'm	obsessed	probably	from	the	fanart	intake,	and	experienced	a
bit	of	nostalgia	while	reading	this.	It	was	probably	just	the	longing	to	live	in	this	world,	though.I.	JUST.	LOVED.	EVERYTHING.~~~~~~~~~~~~~AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHHHHH	I'M	IN	LOVERTC	BECAUSE	I	HAVE	FANART	TO	SCROLL	THROUGHclassics	cover-love	my_preciousss	March	25,	2016This	was	such	an	enchanting	story!April	24,	2019Howl’s	Moving	Castle	by	Diana	Wynne	Jones	opens	in	a	picturesque	little	village,	in	a	country	and	a	world	where	magic—gifts	and	curses,	fairies	and	witches—are	not	just	real,	but	taken	for	granted.	The
people	around	them	manage	to	have	almost	tediously	normal	lives.Our	protagonist,	Sophie	Hatter,	is	the	eldest	of	three	sisters,	so	she	knows	her	youngest	sister	will	have	luck	and	adventure	while	she	herself	will	have	a	dull	and	obscure	existence,	probably	as	an	old	maid	tending	her	father’s	hat	shop.	At	nineteen,	Sophie	is	clever	but	painfully	shy.	On	a	festival	day	she	dares	to	leave	the	hat	shop	and	is	pursued	by	a	handsome	youth	she	has	never	seen	before.	Irrationally	frightened,	Sophie	flees	the	young	man’s	advances,	only	to	irritate	a	mysterious	old
woman—and	suddenly	Sophie	herself	is	transformed	into	an	infirm	old	hag.Unable	to	explain	her	metamorphosis	and	afraid	to	approach	her	family	in	this	altered	form,	Sophie	decides	to	leave	town	in	pursuit	of	the	one	person	who	can	help	her:	the	great	wizard	Howl,	whose	moving	castle	recently	appeared	as	an	ominous	blot	on	the	horizon.	Why	ominous?	Because	Howl	is	said	to	kidnap	beautiful	girls	and	eat	their	hearts,	or	perhaps	their	souls.No	longer	young	and	never	(to	herself,	at	least)	beautiful,	Sophie	reasons	she	has	nothing	to	fear.SettingJones	sets
the	stage	early	on,	as	much	with	her	narration	as	with	her	description.	The	narrator	is	an	arch	observer	in	the	tradition	of	Jane	Austen	and	L.M.	Montgomery,	and	the	world	she	describes	could	be	any	rural	town	and	surrounding	countryside	in	the	eighteenth	or	nineteenth	century—with	the	small	addition	of	magic.Magic	here	is	a	respectable	enough	line	of	work,	usually,	but	a	powerful	witch	or	wizard	is	still	feared.Propriety	is	of	utmost	concern	in	the	land	of	Ingary.	Out-of-towners	are	not	trusted,	and	the	wizard	Howl,	whom	no	one	in	the	village	of	Market
Chipping	has	ever	(as	far	as	they	know)	laid	eyes	on,	is	particularly	suspicious	due	to	his	mode	of	travel	and	the	scandalous	rumors	that	run	before	him.Howl’s	Castle	itself,	where	most	of	the	book	takes	place,	is	a	marvel	of	imagination,	but	I	will	say	no	more.	It’s	not	a	plot	spoiler	per	se,	but	I	don’t	want	to	ruin	anyone	else’s	delighted	surprise	at	the	thing’s	operations	and	abilities.PlotOnce	installed	as	the	moving	Castle’s	housekeeper,	Sophie	befriends	Calcifer,	the	fire	demon	whose	energy	sustains	the	building.	From	Calcifer	she	gathers	hints	of	a	terrible
secret	about	Howl.	She	spends	most	of	the	book	trying	to	piece	together	the	nature	of	her	own	curse,	and	the	secret	that	Calcifer	cannot	fully	reveal.At	first	Howl,	a	handsome	but	rather	foppish	young	man,	appears	to	enjoy	a	carefree	existence	of	fine	clothes,	using	magic	for	fun,	breaking	the	heart	of	every	girl	he	meets,	and	shirking	the	responsibilities	that	come	with	his	accomplished	wizard	status.	He	repeatedly	clashes	with	this	apparently	random	old	lady	who	barged	into	his	house	demanding	a	job,	but	as	he	gets	to	know	her,	he	begins	to	suspect	she
might	not	be	so	random	at	all…Meanwhile,	the	King’s	younger	brother	is	missing,	as	is	one	of	Howl’s	high-ranking	wizard	colleagues,	and	a	powerful	being	from	Howl’s	past	is	scheming	to	destroy	him,	but	if	I	elaborate	on	any	of	this,	it	will	ruin	the	fun.	CharactersIf	you	were	starting	to	think	that	all	YA	heroines	are	either	brassy	Amazon	warrior	princesses	or	sniveling	Bella	Swans,	allow	Sophie	Hatter	to	break	you	out	of	your	funk.Sophie	starts	out	as	a	painfully	timid	girl	who	wears	only	plain,	grey	dresses	and	rarely	ventures	outside	the	family	hat	shop.	She
is	so	convinced	of	her	own	plainness	that	when	a	handsome	stranger	approaches	her	on	May	Day,	she	assumes	the	young	man	is	mocking	her	and	runs	away.	I	think	a	lot	of	us	can	relate	to	this.As	an	old	lady,	Sophie	takes	about	twenty	levels	in	chutzpah.	She	is	assertive,	no-nonsense,	and	occasionally	cantankerous,	but	never	truly	unkind.	She	becomes	the	only	being	in	the	universe	who	can	make	Howl	Pendragon	obey.For	Howl	is	a	flighty,	easily-frightened	creature,	who	has	built	a	fearsome	reputation	for	himself	in	the	hope	of	avoiding	conflict.	He	is	the
most	accomplished	wizard	in	the	land—since	Suliman	disappeared,	at	any	rate—but	he	shirks	the	responsibilities	that	must	inevitably	come	with	that	status.	He	craves	love,	but	flits	from	one	girl	to	the	next	with	no	intention	of	settling	down	anytime	soon.	He	is	also	vain,	compulsively	dying	his	hair,	only	wearing	the	finest	(re:	flashiest)	clothes,	and	pitching	epic	tantrums	when	his	beauty	regimen	is	disturbed	(although	he	might	really	be	upset	about	something	else	entirely).But	don’t	let	the	temperamental	glam	rock	exterior	fool	you.	Howl	is	one	of	the	very
cleverest—and	kindest,	and	gentlest—men	you	will	ever	meet	in	YA,	and	a	lot	of	his	theatrics	are	cover	for	his	dastardly,	altruistic,	foolhardy	plans…if	you	want	a	book	boyfriend,	look	no	further!Then	there’s	Calcifer—a	snide,	secretive	little	lump	of	talking	flame	in	a	fireplace,	who	has	a	hilariously	close-but-vitriolic	friendship	with	Howl.	I	can’t	say	much	more	about	Calcifer	without	giving	the	whole	thing	away.	The	other	characters:•	Lettie,	Sophie’s	vivacious	and	magically-gifted	sister•	Martha,	Sophie’s	stepsister•	Fanny,	Sophie’s	kindly	stepmother•	A
sentient	Scarecrow	who	follows	Sophie	around•	An	enchanted	dog•	Michael,	Howl’s	fifteen-year-old	apprentice•	The	King	of	Ingary•	Mrs.	Pentstemmon,	the	great	witch	who	trained	Suliman	and	Howl•	Megan,	Howl’s	disapproving	sister	(who	lives	in	Wales.	Howl	comes	from	our	world!)•	Neil	and	Mari,	Howl’s	nephew	and	little	niece•	Miss	Angorian,	Neil’s	pretty	teacher	on	whom	Howl	has	a	crush•	The	Witch	of	the	Waste,	a	sinister	and	powerful	being	who	makes	her	home	on	the	edge	of	IngaryAll	the	supporting	characters	are	engaging.	One	gets	the
impression	that	they	are	all	fully	formed	characters,	but	we	don’t	see	all	the	facets	of	their	personalities	because	this	isn’t	their	story.	Content	AdvisoryViolence	here	is	mild	and	mostly	symbolic.	During	the	final	battle	with	the	Witch	of	the	Waste,	Howl’s	heart	is	torn	from	his	chest	and	Sophie,	who	can	“talk	life	into	things”,	has	to	coax	it	back	inside	his	body,	thus	bringing	him	back	to	life.Howl	makes	a	lot	of	“conquests”	among	the	local	girls,	but	it	is	never	stated	how	far	he	has	gotten,	if	you	will,	with	any	of	these	conquests.	Given	that	Howl	is	really	a	nice
young	man,	and	that	Ingarians	are	well-brought-up	sort	of	people,	he	has	probably	not	sullied	anyone’s	virtue	or	reputation.Howl	goes	back	to	Wales	to	attend	a	rugby	event,	at	which	he	so	drunk	that	he	is	unable	to	properly	climb	into	bed	upon	returning	to	the	Castle.Calcifer	is	called	a	fire	demon—although	nothing	about	him	suggests	the	diabolical.There	is	no	harsh	language.The	MovieA	lot	of	people	only	know	about	this	book	because	of	Hayao	Miyazaki’s	2004	anime	film	adaptation,	which	was	well-received	by	critics	and	audiences	alike.	Before	I	say
anything	more,	I	should	note	that	this	is	the	only	anime	I	have	ever	watched	all	the	way	through.	I	know	nothing	about	the	conventions	of	the	genre.That	said,	I	thought	the	movie	was	a	beautiful	piece	of	visual	art,	with	stunning	panoramic	shots	(we	forget	how	gorgeous	well-done	2-D	animation	can	be),	lovely	music,	and	high-quality	voice	acting.There’s	only	one	problem:	it	has	almost	no	connection	to	the	book	it’s	supposedly	based	on.Granted,	there	is	a	shy	young	hatter	named	Sophie	who	is	cursed	into	the	form	of	a	crone.	There	is	a	dashing	young	wizard
named	Howl	who	lives	in	a	castle	that	moves.	There	is	a	snarky	fire	demon	named	Calcifer	who	keeps	the	castle	moving.And	that’s	about	it.The	movie’s	characterizations—except	Calcifer	and	Old!Sophie—are	far	off-base.	Young!Sophie	is	sweet	and	mild-mannered.	Howl	has	one	or	two	memorable	outbursts,	but	is	far	more	subdued	than	the	drama	king	of	the	novel.	The	Witch	of	the	Waste	turns	out	to	be	mostly	harmless,	and	Suliman	is	an	older	woman—in	the	book	he	is	a	strapping	fellow,	only	a	few	years	older	than	Howl.	Also,	movie!Sophie	is	brunette.	She
is	drawn	with	long	braids	and	a	hat,	so	maybe	they	changed	her	red	hair	brown	so	she	wouldn’t	be	mistaken	for	Anne	Shirley,	a	hugely	popular	character	in	Japan.	But	then	the	movie	keeps	Howl’s	accidental	red	hair	tantrum,	which	is	meaningless	unless	Sophie—the	shy	girl	who	fled	his	advances	on	May	Day,	and	whom	he	strongly	suspects	by	now	is	one	and	the	same	as	his	elderly	housekeeper—is	a	redhead.But	these	are	minor	quibbles.	Miyazaki	completely	changed	the	emphasis	and	conflict	of	the	story.	Drawing	on	the	Iraq	War,	the	pacifist	Miyazaki
extracted	a	hint	from	the	book	(literally	one	sentence	long)	about	a	war	between	Ingary	and	a	neighboring	country	and	turned	it	into	the	main	plot.	The	King	wants	Howl	to	fly	a	bomber	or	something,	but	Howl,	now	transformed	from	a	vain	and	lazy	guy	into	a	noble	conscientious	objector,	would	rather	turn	himself	into	a	man-sized	black	bird	and	attack	both	sides’	fighter	planes.	(The	presence	of	airplanes	in	the	first	place	is	jarring).	Then	there’s	a	subplot	about	how	it	gets	harder	every	time	for	him	to	turn	back	from	bird	to	man.I	respect	Miyazaki’s	antiwar
beliefs,	and	of	course,	as	the	director	of	the	film,	he	has	the	right	to	take	the	story	in	whatever	direction	he	wants.	But	I	personally	wish	he	had	expressed	them	in	a	different	film.	Howl’s	Moving	Castle	isn’t	about	war	any	more	than	Mansfield	Park	is	about	slavery—another	case	of	one	sentence	of	the	book	devouring	the	plot	of	the	movie.	(The	MP	movie	also	had	a	lot	of	other	problems,	but	that's	a	story	for	another	review).	War	is	awful,	slavery	is	evil,	and	happy	romances	about	shy	girls	in	grey	dresses	and	handsome	young	men	(who	may	or	may	not	be
wizards)	should	be	allowed	to	remain	happy.	But	that’s	my	opinion.	Yours	may	be	entirely	different.ConclusionA	treat	for	everybody	ages	10	and	up—and	younger	as	a	family	read-aloud—Howl’s	Moving	Castle	delivers	adventure,	magic,	mystery,	romance,	and	humor	in	a	literate,	subtly	detailed	style.	It’s	a	timeless	story	that	begs	to	be	reread,	and	will	surely	join	The	Hobbit,	The	Lord	of	the	Rings,	The	Chronicles	of	Narnia,	A	Wrinkle	in	Time,	and	The	Dark	is	Rising	series	as	classics	of	the	genre.There	are	two	indirect	sequels	that	feature	Howl	and	Sophie,
though	they	focus	on	new	main	characters	and	different	settings.	The	first	is	Castle	in	the	Air,	an	Arabian	Nights-style	adventure	that	might	partly	be	a	stealth	parody	of	Disney’s	Aladdin.	The	second	is	House	of	Many	Ways,	which	read	like	a	first	draft	(albeit	an	intriguing	first	draft	from	a	deft	and	seasoned	writer)	to	me,	but	a	lot	of	other	people	enjoyed	it.Also	recommended:•	The	Anne	of	Green	Gables	series	by	L.M.	Montgomery—not	a	fantasy,	but	Anne	and	Sophie	have	much	in	common•	The	Chronicles	of	Narnia	by	C.S.	Lewis—a	similar	mix	of	fairytale
tropes,	space/time-bending	adventures,	and	down-to-earth	protagonists	with	a	witty	narrator•	A	Series	of	Unfortunate	Events	by	Lemony	Snicket—also	features	a	witty	narrator,	a	mock	nineteenth-century	feel,	and	delightful	poetry	quoting	and	literary	references•	The	Queen’s	Thief	series	by	Megan	Whalen	Turner.	Not	superficially	similar,	but	Howl	and	Eugenides	are	soul	brothers.	These	books	are	violent	and	complicated.	Teens	and	up.•	The	Crown	&	Court	duology	by	Sherwood	Smith.	Also	features	a	courtly,	long-haired	hero,	a	redheaded	spitfire	of	a
heroine,	a	touch	of	earthy	magic,	and	an	industrial	truckload	of	snark.•	The	Tiffany	Aching	series	by	Terry	Pratchett.	Similar	fairytale	parody	with	a	spunky	heroine	and	very	English	sense	of	humor.	These	books	contain	some	off-color	humor.	Teens	and	up.•	The	Bartimaeus	Sequence	by	Jonathan	Stroud.	A	much	darker—although	similarly	humorous—look	at	a	human	and	magical-being	partnership	like	that	of	Howl	and	Calcifer.	These	books	contain	both	violence	and	off-color	humor,	and	are	also	extremely	long.	Teens	and	up.•	The	Books	of	Bayern	by	Shannon
Hale.	The	tone	of	these	books	is	more	serious	than	HMC,	and	the	plots	are	more	straightforward—but	they	share	strong,	feminine	heroines	and	organic	magic.	These	books	can	get	dark.	Teens	and	up.•	The	Secret	Country	trilogy	by	Pamela	Dean.	Similar	wit,	character	development,	and	inter-world	travel	element.•	The	Safe-Keeper’s	trilogy	by	Sharon	Shinn.	Similar	faux-English	feel	and	small-town	courtships	with	a	hint	of	deception	and	magic.	Some	mature	issues	including	rape,	murder,	and	various	forms	of	child	abuse	are	referenced,	though	never	seen.
Teens	and	up.•	Ella	Enchanted	by	Gail	Carson	Levine.	A	Cinderella	story	of	similarly	blithe	heart	and	subtle	snark.a-fine-romance	all-ages-admitted	blond-haired-hero	April	26,	2024Ahhhh,	the	wizard	Howl...	I	mean	THE	WIZARD	HOWL..	Drama	Queen	of	drama	queens.This	is	such	a	delightful,	entertaining,	original	and	imaginative	story.	I	have	never	read	it	as	a	kid,	but	I	just	loved	it	as	an	adult.	I	also	happened	to	love	Diana	Wynne	Jones's	writing	style:	simple,	powerful	&	competent,	without	fuss	and	there	is	definitely	magic	there,	even	though	it	not	obvious
at	first	sight	(just	like	her	heroine,	Sophie).“In	the	land	of	Ingary	where	such	things	as	seven-league	boots	and	cloaks	of	invisibility	really	exist,	it	is	quite	a	misfortune	to	be	born	the	eldest	of	the	three.	Everyone	knows	you	are	the	one	who	will	fail	first,	and	worst,	if	the	three	of	you	set	out	to	seek	your	fortunes.”	Sophie	Hatter,	the	heroine	of	this	book,	happens	to	be	the	eldest	of	three	girls	so	she	does	not	expect	much	out	of	life.	She	is	working	with	her	stepmother	in	the	family	hat	shop	and	has	no	idea	of	the	powerful	magic	that	she	possesses,	namely,	to	talk
inanimate	objects	into	life	or	to	give	them	strong	magical	attributes	at	least.One	day,	the	Witch	of	the	Waste	enters	her	shop	and	lays	a	powerful	curse	on	her	turning	her	into	a	crone.	An	extra	downside	is	that	she	cannot	tell	anyone	about	it.	Sophie,	instead	of	getting	desperate,	decides	to	leave	her	family	behind	and	finally	ends	up	in	the	infamous	wizard	Howl's	moving	castle	as	the	housekeeper-cum-cleaning-lady	despite	her	misgivings	about	Howl's	character.	Once	in	the	castle	(the	door	of	which	is	a	portal	to	4	different	places),	she	makes	a	deal	with	Howl's
fire	demon,	Calcifer:	he	lifts	the	curse	off	her	in	case	she	manages	to	break	the	magical	contract	between	him	and	the	wizard...I	think	that	Sophie	is	one	of	my	favourite	heroines.	She	is	such	a	wonderful	character:	nice,	competent	and	calm,	yet	she	is	amazingly	strong-minded	and	courageous.	The	fact	that	from	a	young	woman	she	gets	turned	into	an	old	woman,	does	not	seem	to	faze	her,	on	the	contrary!	The	disguise	seems	to	set	free	the	inhibitions	she	have	had	and	it	is	wonderful	and	hilarious	to	see,	how	she	mercilessly	bosses	around	Howl,	his	apprentice
Michael	and	even	the	fire	demon.	So	in	a	way	Howl	is	right	when	he	says	to	her:	"You're	a	dreadfully	nosy,	horribly	bossy,	appallingly	clean	old	woman.	Control	yourself.	You're	victimizing	us	all.”And	there	is	-of	course-	Howl	himself.	He	is	the	character	who	would	probably	drive	you	mad	in	real	life,	but	delights	your	heart	&	soul	in	print	(or	on	screen).	He	is	Sophie's	opposite:	showy,	fussy,	an	unparalleled	drama	queen	who	spends	hours	in	the	bathroom	every	day	to	groom	himself	for	his	numerous	courtships	and	shirks	his	responsibilities	(he	makes	Michael
to	spread	the	vicious	rumour	that	he	sucks	young	girls'	souls	to	avoid	work	&	and	so	that	he	can	go	about	courting	his	ever-changing	paramours).	And	when	he	gets	a	cold....	:)“I	feel	ill,”	he	announced.	“I’m	going	to	bed,	where	I	may	die.”	He	tottered	piteously	to	the	stairs.	“Bury	me	beside	Mrs.	Pentstemmon,”	he	croaked	as	he	went	up	then	to	bed.”	And	just	when	you	think	his	character	cannot	get	any	worse,	you	realise	that	behind	all	those	shows	and	tantrums	he	cares	deeply	for	Sophie	all	the	time	He	cures	her	old-age	ailments,	also	tries	to	lift	off	her	curse
in	secret,	calls	her	"Sophie	dear"	and	knows	her	inside	out.Their	relationship	is	a	bit	like	that	of	Beatrice	and	Benedict	from	Much	Ado	About	Nothing.	The	get	on	each	other's	nerves,	but	they	keep	challenging	each	other	all	the	time	and	they	seem	to	enjoy	all	this	immensely.	“I	think	we	ought	to	live	happily	ever	after,"	and	she	thought	he	meant	it.	Sophie	knew	that	living	happily	ever	after	with	Howl	would	be	a	good	deal	more	hair-raising	than	any	storybook	made	it	sound,	though	she	was	determined	to	try.	"It	should	be	hair-raising,"	added	Howl.	"And	you'll
exploit	me,"	Sophie	said."And	then	you'll	cut	up	all	my	suits	to	teach	me.”audiobook	childrens-middle-grade	fantasy	August	7,	2023so	whimsical	i	actually	really	enjoyed	this.	this	book	is	perfect	for	end	of	summer	when	you’re	ready	for	fall	but	it’s	still	really	hot	outside	but	also	rainy	(very	specific	i	know).	i	was	shocked	at	how	different	it	is	from	the	movie	but	i	think	it	was	done	so	well	and	i	just	really	unexpectedly	enjoyed	this	idk.	howl	is	boyfriendism	frJune	2,	2020One	of	the	best	fantasies,	and	a	clever	mystery	besides.	Read	it,	for	probably	the	10th	time,
but	this	time	I	read	it	aloud	to	my	7yo.	He	loved	it,	though	I	did	have	to	explain	a	few	things.	I	would	love	a	Calcifer	of	my	own.2020:	read	this	beautifully	illustrated	edition	to	all	three	kids,	who	loved	it.	(Of	course.)	One	of	the	best	books	of	all	time?	Indeed.November	26,	20224.5	stars!	This	was	a	fun	and	magical	young	adult	fantasy	about	family,	courage,	and	learning	who	you	are.	Howl's	Moving	Castle	follows	Sophie,	a	hat	maker	who	is	transformed	into	an	old	lady	by	the	Witch	of	the	Waste.	To	break	the	spell	she	makes	a	deal	with	a	fire	demon,	has	to	deal
with	Howl,	a	heartless	wizard	and	fight	the	Witch	of	the	Waste.	During	her	journey	she	learns	more	about	herself	and	discovers	that	Howl	is	a	nice	person.	This	book	was	so	good!!	The	world	building	was	awesome,	I	loved	learning	about	this	unique	world	of	witches,	wizards	and	demons	that	the	author	created.	I	was	completely	immersed	in	this	intriguing	world	from	the	very	beginning	although	the	pacing	in	the	middle	was	a	little	slow.	The	plot	was	so	interesting	and	I	loved	the	funny	moments	in	the	book.	The	characters	are	so	fun	and	complex.	I	love
Sophie,	she	is	tough,	stubborn,	nice,	brave	and	helpful.	I	love	Howl,	he	is	funny,	charming,	sweet	and	stubborn.	I	also	really	like	Micheal,	he	is	helpful,	dependent,	reliable	and	fun.	I	also	really	liked	the	side	characters	especially	Calcifer	and	Sophie's	sisters	Martha	and	Lettie.	The	character	development	was	excellent,	I	loved	watching	Sophie	grow	into	a	strong	and	brave	person.	I	also	loved	that	she	learned	more	about	herself	and	her	worth.	I	loved	the	banter	between	Howl	and	Sophie.	The	ending	was	so	good!	I'm	so	glad	it	ended	on	a	happy	note!	I
recommend	this	book	to	anyone	who	loves	young	adult	fantasy,	fun	characters	and	excellent	world	building.May	30,	2017I	am	so	pleased	to	say	I	loved	this	book!This	was	exactly	what	I	needed	to	read	right	now.	My	year	thus	far	has	been	full	of	more	serious	books	with	heavy	content,	but	this	was	a	perfect	balance	of	fantastical	and	lighthearted.Sophie	and	her	two	sisters	work	in	a	hat	shop	with	only	their	stepmother	for	company	since	the	unfortunate	death	of	their	father.	Being	the	eldest	of	three,	she	has	accepted	that	she	is	destined	for	a	life	of	utter
mediocrity.	When	the	infamous	Witch	of	the	Waste	curses	Sophie	into	the	body	of	an	elderly	woman,	she	accidentally	finds	herself	in	the	middle	of	an	adventure	that	is	anything	but	mediocre.	I	just	want	to	say	that	I	do	not	usually	enjoy	Middle	Grade	Fantasy.There	is	normally	an	odd	quality	to	the	writing	style	of	Middle	Grade.	It's	crammed	full	of	ridiculous	scenarios	that	end	up	feeling	like	it's	just	a	competition	of	who	can	be	the	weirdest.I	can	see	why	others	enjoy	this,	but	it's	generally	not	my	style.	Especially	The	Girl	Who	Circumnavigated	Fairyland	in	a
Ship	of	Her	Own	Making.	I	just	couldn't	get	into	that	book	to	save	my	life,	so	I	generally	stay	away	from	this	genre	except	on	recommendation.	BUT	THIS!	Cutest.	Book.	Ever.Sophie	is	such	a	delightful	character.	I	loved	watching	her	deal	with	the	craziness	in	this	book!	She's	clever	with	a	kind	heart,	and	a	wonderful	role	model	for	children.I	also	really	enjoyed	all	of	the	secondary	characters	in	this	book,	it	was	totally	a	cast	of	kooks.	Calcifer	and	Howl	had	me	laughing	out	loud,	and	even	little	Michael	gave	me	a	cackle	now	and	again!In	this	case,	the	strange
writing	really	played	to	the	story's	advantage.	It	was	just	odd	enough	give	me	that	whimsical,	spellbound	feeling.I	would	recommend	this	for	people	of	all	ages!	It	absolutely	meets	the	goal	it	sets	out	to	achieve.	I	am	very	excited	to	watch	Miyazaki's	movie	adaption	now	that	I've	read	the	novel.Buddy	read	this	with	my	girl	Celeste!5-star	favorites	year-2017March	2,	2018Before	Hayao	Miyazaki	made	"Howl's	Moving	Castle"	into	a	feature	length	animated	film	in	2006	(2004	if	you	saw	it	in	Japan),	it	was	a	book	written	by	Diana	Wynne	Jones	in	1986.	Due	to	the
inherent	difficulties	of	creating	an	animated	film,	Miyazaki	greatly	abridged	and	adjusted	the	plot	of	the	novel	for	his	movie.	I	happened	to	enjoy	both	film	and	novel	but	after	reading	the	book	I	realized	that	the	plot	is	extremely	different	in	the	novel--enough	that	the	book	and	movie	become	completely	different	viewing	experiences.Anyway,	that's	all	I'm	going	to	say	about	the	movie.	On	to	the	discussion	of	the	book:Sophie	lives	"in	the	land	of	Ingary,	where	such	things	as	seven-league	boots	and	cloaks	of	invisibility	exist."	In	other	words,	all	of	the	traditional
fairy	tale	stories	are	real.	Not	so	bad,	except	that	Sophie	Hatter	is	the	eldest	of	three	sisters,	which	everyone	knows	means	Sophie	is	doomed	to	failure	should	she	ever	set	out	to	seek	her	fortunes.	Sophie	is	resigned	to	her	fate--living	obscurely,	and	less	than	successfully,	working	in	the	family	hat	shop.	Except	that	this	is	not	a	traditional	fairy	tale	and	events	soon	intervene	to	set	Sophie	on	a	very	unexpected	course	indeed	for	an	eldest	daughter.It	all	starts	in	the	hat	shop	after	some	interesting	things	begin	to	happen	when	Sophie	talks	to	the	hats	she	trims.
Interesting	enough	to	attract	the	attention	of	the	dangerous	Witch	of	the	Waste.	When	her	encounter	with	the	Witch	of	the	Waste	leaves	Sophie	cursed	in	the	body	of	an	old	woman,	she	has	no	choice	but	to	go	out	and	seek	her	fortune	in	hopes	of	breaking	the	curse	(even	if	she	is	an	eldest	daughter).	Along	the	way,	Sophie	comes	upon	a	mysterious	moving	castle	that	has	taken	up	in	the	hill's	of	Ingary.	The	castle	belongs	to	Wizard	Howl	"who	was	known	to	amuse	himselv	by	collection	young	girls	and	sucking	the	souls	from	them.	Or	some	people	said	he	ate
their	hearts."	Either	way,	he	was	not	anyone	Sophie	expected	to	ever	meet	let	alone	move	in	with.	Until	she	does.	Adventure	ensues	as	Sophie	tries	to	break	the	curse	and	help	Howl	with	his	own	uniquely	magical	problems.In	terms	of	fantasy	novels,	"Howl's	Moving	Castle"	is	one	of	my	favorites.	The	world	Jones	creates	is	fully	realized	without	ever	getting	boring	or	limiting	the	reader's	imagination.	The	tone	of	her	narrative	is	also	spot	on.	Readers	of	Jane	Austen's	novels	or	the	"Sorcery	and	Cecelia"	series	will	notice	a	similar	narrative	voice.	Although	this
novel	is	largely	timeless,	the	prose	has	a	charmingly	Victorian	tone--taking	its	time	to	arrive	at	the	action,	the	better	to	familiarize	readers	with	the	characters	involved	and	show	the	readers	just	how	fantastic	they	(and	the	story)	really	are.I	also	adore	this	story	because	it	is	romantic,	thrilling,	and	completely	absorbing.	Even	at	329	pages,	the	novel	is	far	too	short.	Happily,	Diana	Wynne	Jones	follows	up	"Howl's	Moving	Castle"	with	"Castle	in	the	Air"	(1990)	and	a	brand	new	book	featuring	Sophie	and	Howl	("House	of	Many	Ways")	is	due	out	in	May	of
2008.You	can	find	this	review	and	more	on	my	blog	Miss	PrintDisplaying	1	-	30	of	36,294	reviewsGet	help	and	learn	more	about	the	design.


