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The	Cocker	Spaniel	holds	a	special	place	as	the	smallest	member	of	the	American	Kennel	Club	Sporting	Group	and	has	captured	the	hearts	of	many	pet	owners	across	the	United	States.	Remember	the	endearing	female	lead	in	Lady	and	the	Tramp?	Its	no	wonder	the	model	of	an	affectionate	and	pampered	pet	was	a	Cocker	Spaniel.	In	the	late	1930s	to
the	1950s,	the	Cocker	reigned	as	the	top	AKC-registered	breed.	While	its	popularity	declined	for	about	three	decades,	it	experienced	a	resurgence	in	the	mid-1980s,	briefly	reclaiming	the	number-one	status	until	Labrador	and	Golden	Retrievers	took	over	in	1992.	The	Cocker	remains	among	the	top	15	registered	breeds,	and	its	not	difficult	to	see	why.
A	well-bred	Cocker	Spaniel	is	an	absolute	joy	to	have	as	a	companion,	boasting	a	merry	and	sound	temperament.With	its	flowing	and	handsome	coat,	the	Cocker	Spaniel	is	a	loving	and	gentle	breed	that	seeks	nothing	more	than	to	make	its	family	happy.	Despite	being	part	of	the	Sporting	Group,	it	is	smaller	in	size,	weighing	between	20	to	30	pounds,
making	it	a	perfect	fit	for	apartment	living	or	smaller	homes.	While	primarily	a	devoted	companion,	the	Cocker	is	versatile	and	can	excel	in	conformation	show	rings,	obedience	and	agility	competitions,	and	fieldwork.	Moreover,	it	excels	as	a	therapy	dog,	bringing	comfort	and	joy	to	those	in	need.Originally	considered	one	with	the	English	Cocker
Spaniel,	the	American	Kennel	Club	recognized	the	breed	as	distinct	in	1946.	The	typical	Cocker	Spaniel	is	known	for	its	gentle	and	trustworthy	nature,	making	it	an	ideal	family	pet	that	gets	along	well	with	children,	other	animals,	and	the	elderly.However,	its	immense	popularity	has	attracted	some	unscrupulous	breeders	who	disregard	temperament,
health,	and	conformation	in	their	breeding	practices.	As	a	result,	some	Cocker	Spaniels	suffer	from	serious	health	and	temperament	issues.	If	you	are	considering	adding	a	Cocker	Spaniel	to	your	family,	you	must	be	extremely	cautious	about	where	you	purchase	or	adopt	a	puppy.	Reputable	breeders	prioritize	temperament	and	perform	various	health
tests	on	their	breeding	dogs	to	ensure	they	dont	pass	on	genetic	diseases.	Always	buy	from	reputable	breeders	and	avoid	backyard	breeders,	puppy	mills,	or	pet	stores.	By	choosing	wisely,	you	can	welcome	a	wonderful	and	cherished	companion.	Skip	to	main	content	With	their	expressive	eyes,	luxuriously	silky	coats,	and	perpetually	wagging	tails,
Cocker	Spaniels	have	a	way	of	capturing	hearts.	One	of	the	most	beloved	dog	breeds	worldwide,	these	joyful	pups	are	known	for	their	friendly	and	fun-loving	personalities.	While	originally	bred	as	sporting	dogs,	modern	Cockers	primarily	shine	as	devoted	family	dogs.If	you	plan	on	welcoming	a	Cocker	Spaniel	into	your	life,	this	article	will	give	you	a
deeper	look	at	everything	you	need	to	know.	From	their	trademark	appearance	to	their	affectionate	nature	and	specialized	care,	we'll	uncover	the	unique	charms	and	considerations	that	come	with	parenting	this	delightful	breed.Key	specifications	of	the	Cocker	Spaniel	breedKeep	these	factors	in	mind	before	you	bring	a	Cocker	Spaniel	dog
home:Weight13	to	16	kgHeight14	to	15	inchesLifespan12	to	15	yearsCoatDouble	coatNote:	The	weight	and	height	mentioned	on	the	table	is	of	a	full-grown	Cocker	Spaniel	and	not	of	a	Cocker	Spaniel	puppy.Physical	appearance	of	the	Cocker	Spaniel	dog	breedCocker	Spaniels	are	instantly	recognizable	by	their	stunning	coats.	They	have	medium-
length,	soft	and	silky	coats	that	come	in	a	beautiful	array	of	colors	such	as:BlackLiver/BrownRed/GoldenParti-color	mixes	such	as	blue	roan,	liver	roan,	orange	roan,	etc.Cocker	Spaniels	often	display	expressive	features.	However,	they	are	often	confused	with	English	Springer	Spaniels.	So,	you	want	to	bring	a	purebred	Cocker	Spaniel,	look	for	these
features:Large,	round	eyes,	typically	dark	brownLarge,	feathered	ears	that	reach	the	tip	of	their	nose	when	pulled	forwardDocked	tail	at	about	4	to	5	inches	where	docking	is	legalCocker	Spaniel	personality	traitsOften	described	as	"merry,"	Cocker	Spaniels	are	a	breed	full	of	cheer	and	affection,	making	them	a	delightful	addition	to	any	family.	They
are	known	for	their	playful	nature,	always	ready	for	a	game	of	fetch,	a	romp	in	the	yard,	or	a	cozy	snuggle	session.	Their	love	for	their	humans	is	deep	and	constant,	and	they	don't	hesitate	to	demonstrate	this	affection	at	every	opportunity.	One	of	the	most	endearing	traits	of	Cocker	Spaniels	is	their	cheerfulness;	they	seem	to	radiate	positive	energy,
with	their	tails	often	wagging.Beyond	their	playful	and	cheerful	demeanour,	Cocker	Spaniels	are	also	sensitive	creatures.	They	are	incredibly	in	tune	with	their	owners'	emotions,	showcasing	their	loyalty.	However,	this	sensitivity	can	also	make	them	prone	to	separation	anxiety	if	left	alone	for	a	long	period	of	time.Do	Cocker	Spaniels	need	training?
Indeed,	Cocker	Spaniels,	known	for	their	intelligence	and	eagerness	to	please,	are	excellent	when	it	comes	to	training.	This	investment	not	only	instils	good	manners,	making	your	Cocker	more	obedient	in	various	situations,	but	it	also	provides	an	opportunity	for	socialization.	Training	classes	offer	a	structured	environment,	crucial	for	your	Cocker	to
become	well-adjusted	and	confident,	allowing	them	to	interact	positively	with	other	dogs	and	people.	Additionally,	these	training	sessions	serve	as	a	fantastic	platform	to	strengthen	your	bond	with	your	furry	friend.	It's	important	to	remember	that	when	dealing	with	this	sensitive	breed,	patience	and	positive	reinforcement	methods	are	most
effective.How	to	care	for	a	Cocker	SpanielCocker	Spaniels	thrive	with	devoted	owners	who	cater	to	their	specific	needs.	Let's	break	down	the	key	elements	of	responsible	Cocker	Spaniel	care:Like	other	purebred	dogs,	Cocker	Spaniels	are	prone	to	certain	health	conditions.	It's	important	to	be	aware	of	these	potential	issues	to	ensure	your	furry	friend
enjoys	a	long	and	healthy	life.	Some	common	health	concerns	include	eye	problems	such	as	cataracts	and	glaucoma,	ear	infections	due	to	their	long,	floppy	ears,	and	allergies	that	can	manifest	in	skin	or	digestive	issues.	Regular	veterinary	checkups	are	crucial	for	catching	potential	health	problems	early	and	providing	preventative	care.	With	proper
care	and	veterinary	attention,	Cocker	Spaniels	can	lead	happy	and	fulfilling	lives	for	many	years.A	Cocker	Spaniel's	long,	luxurious	coat	is	a	significant	part	of	their	charm,	but	it	also	comes	with	considerable	care	requirements.	Regular	and	dedicated	grooming	is	not	just	about	keeping	your	Cocker	looking	beautiful.	It's	vital	for	their	comfort	and
overall	health.	Brushing	sessions	should	be	a	frequent,	if	not	daily,	routine	to	prevent	tangled	fur	and	painful	mats.	Due	to	the	complexity	of	their	coat,	many	owners	opt	for	professional	grooming	every	6-8	weeks	for	haircuts,	bathing,	and	nail	trims.	This	is	essential	for	keeping	their	feathered	fur	manageable.Cocker	Spaniels	are	moderately	energetic
and	benefit	greatly	from	consistent	exercise	to	maintain	their	physical	health	and	mental	well-being.	Daily	walks	are	a	must,	and	ample	playtime	in	a	secure	fenced	yard	or	dog	park	is	ideal	to	allow	them	to	run,	explore,	and	burn	off	energy.	Cocker	Spaniels,	with	their	sporting	dog	heritage,	often	enjoy	games	like	retrieving	and	even	swimming.
Remember,	a	tired	Cocker	is	often	a	happy	and	well-behaved	Cocker,	so	ensuring	adequate	exercise	will	create	a	more	harmonious	home	environment.A	healthy	and	balanced	diet	is	the	foundation	of	a	long	and	happy	life	for	your	Cocker	Spaniel.	Choose	a	high-quality	dog	food	specifically	formulated	to	meet	their	nutritional	needs.	Your	veterinarian
can	assist	you	in	selecting	the	most	appropriate	brand	and	type	of	food,	considering	your	dog's	age,	size,	and	activity	level.	Cocker	Spaniels	have	a	tendency	to	overeat	and	gain	weight,	so	monitoring	their	portions	and	avoiding	excessive	treats	is	crucial.	Opt	for	healthy	snacks	like	carrots	or	green	beans,	and	always	ensure	your	Cocker	Spaniel	has
access	to	fresh	water.A	brief	history	of	Cocker	SpanielsThe	breed's	popularity	spread	around	the	world,	evolving	into	two	varieties:	the	American	Cocker	Spaniel	and	the	English	Cocker	Spaniel,	with	subtle	differences	in	size	and	appearance.	The	American	Cocker	Spaniel	rose	to	prominence	in	the	mid-20th	century,	and	their	adorable	features	won
hearts	nationwide.	Disney's	classic	animated	film,	Lady	and	the	Tramp,	further	boosted	their	iconic	status.	Today,	Cocker	Spaniels	hold	their	place	as	beloved	family	dogs	around	the	world.With	their	joyful	personalities,	gentle	spirits,	and	undeniable	adorableness,	it's	easy	to	understand	the	enduring	appeal	of	Cocker	Spaniels.	If	you	are	seeking	a
devoted,	affectionate,	and	playful	dog,	this	breed	is	a	wonderful	choice.	By	providing	proper	care,	training,	and	lots	of	love,	you'll	gain	a	loyal	friend	for	years	to	come.	2024	Mars	or	Affiliates.	The	cocker	spaniel	has	gained	a	reputation	for	being	easy	to	train,	eager	to	please	and	always	happy	-	even	gaining	the	nickname	'merry	cocker'.	If	you're
thinking	of	buying	a	cocker	spaniel	puppy,	find	out	more	about	them	on	this	page.	Originally	thought	to	have	been	called	'cocking	spaniels',	cocker	spaniels	(or	'cockers')	gained	their	name	from	their	job	flushing	woodcock	for	hunters.	Their	small	size	made	them	ideal	for	scaring	ground-dwelling	birds	out	of	the	hedgerows.	Despite	the	nickname,
every	cocker	spaniel	has	its	own	personality,	which	will	be	formed	as	much	by	its	environment	and	upbringing	as	its	parentage.	Even	the	'merry	cocker'	will	be	unhappy	if	it's	not	given	everything	it	needs	to	be	happy	and	healthy,	such	as	space	and	opportunity	to	play.	Before	buying	a	cocker	spaniel	puppy,	think	carefully	about	the	commitment	you're
about	to	make	and	make	sure	you're	prepared	tomeet	your	new	puppy's	needs.	Every	puppy	requiresregular	ongoing	trainingand,	despite	their	reputation	for	being	easy	to	train,	every	cocker	spaniel	puppy	is	unique	and	will	learn	at	his	or	her	own	pace.	Like	any	breed,	without	regular	walks	and	enough	to	do,	your	cocker	spaniel	puppy	could	become
bored	and	developbehavioural	problems,	such	as	destructive	behaviour.	Make	sure	the	cocker	spaniel	puppy	you	choose	isn't	suffering	from	any	inherited	diseases	and	comes	from	a	reputable	breeder.Use	thePuppy	Contractto	avoid	these	dangers.	You	might	also	want	to	consider	getting	pet	insurance	to	help	with	any	unexpected	costs	while	caring
for	your	puppy.	Why	not	take	a	look	at	the	cocker	spaniels	in	our	care?	When	searching	for	dogs	in	our	care,	you	can	choose	to	filter	by	breed	and	age,	and	if	none	are	suitable	for	your	family,	you	can	sign	up	for	email	alerts	so	you're	the	first	to	hear	about	any	new	arrivals.	Dog	typeAn	orange	roan	English	Cocker	Spaniel	with	docked	tail	at	a
conformation	show.Cocker	Spaniels	are	dogs	belonging	to	two	breeds	of	the	spaniel	dog	type:	the	American	Cocker	Spaniel	and	the	English	Cocker	Spaniel,	both	of	which	are	commonly	called	simply	Cocker	Spaniel	in	their	countries	of	origin.	In	the	early	20th	century,	Cocker	Spaniels	also	included	small	hunting	spaniels.Cocker	Spaniels	were
originally	bred	as	hunting	dogs	in	the	UK,	with	the	term	"cocker"	deriving	from	their	use	to	hunt	the	Eurasian	woodcock.	When	the	breed	was	brought	to	the	United	States,	it	was	bred	to	a	different	standard,	which	enabled	it	to	specialize	in	hunting	the	American	woodcock.	Further	physical	changes	were	bred	into	the	cocker	in	the	United	States
during	the	early	part	of	the	20th	century.Spaniels	were	first	mentioned	in	the	14th	century	by	Gaston	III,	Count	of	Foix	in	his	work	the	Livre	de	Chasse.	The	"cocking"	or	"cocker	spaniel"	was	a	type	of	field	or	land	spaniel	in	the	19th	century.	Prior	to	1901,	Cocker	Spaniels	were	only	separated	from	Field	Spaniels	and	Springer	Spaniels	by	weight.	Two
dogs	are	considered	to	be	the	foundation	sires	of	both	modern	breeds,	the	English	variety	are	descended	from	Ch.	Obo,	while	the	American	breed	descends	from	Obo's	son,	Ch.	Obo	II.	In	the	United	States,	the	English	Cocker	was	recognized	as	separate	from	the	native	breed	in	1946;	in	the	UK,	the	American	type	was	recognized	as	a	separate	breed	in
1970.	In	addition,	a	second	strain	of	English	Cocker	Spaniel,	a	working	strain,	is	not	bred	to	a	standard,	but	to	working	ability.	Both	breeds	share	similar	coat	colors	and	health	issues	with	a	few	exceptions.A	drawing	of	English	and	Welsh	Cockers,	from	John	Henry	Walsh's	(under	the	pseudonym	"Stonehenge")	1859	work	The	Dog	in	Health	and
DiseaseWhile	their	origins	are	unknown,	"spaynels"	are	mentioned	in	14th-century	writings.[1]	They	are	commonly	assumed	to	have	originated	in	Spain,	and	Edward,	2nd	Duke	of	York	in	his	15th-century	work	The	Master	of	Game	introduces	them	as	"Another	kind	of	hound	there	is	that	be	called	hounds	for	the	hawk	and	spaniels,	for	their	kind
cometh	from	Spain,	notwithstanding	that	there	are	many	in	other	countries."[2]	The	Master	of	Game	was	mostly	an	English	translation	of	an	earlier	14th	century	Old	French	work	by	Gaston	III	of	Foix-Barn	entitled	Livre	de	Chasse.[3]In	1801,	Sydenham	Edwards	wrote	in	Cynographia	Britannica	that	the	"Land	Spaniel"	is	divided	into	two	types:	the
hawking,	springing/springer	and	the	cocking/cocker	spaniel.[4]	The	term	"cocker"	came	from	the	dog's	use	in	hunting	woodcocks.[5]	During	the	19th	century,	a	"cocker	spaniel"	was	a	type	of	small	Field	Spaniel;	at	the	time,	this	term	referred	to	a	number	of	different	spaniel	hunting	breeds,	including	the	Norfolk	Spaniel,	Sussex	Spaniel,	and	Clumber
Spaniel.	While	no	Sussex	Cockers	or	Clumber	Cockers	existed,	some	dogs	were	known	as	Welsh	Cockers	and	Devonshire	Cockers.[6]	The	Welsh	or	Devonshire	were	considered	cockers	until	1903,	when	they	were	recognized	by	The	Kennel	Club	as	the	Welsh	Springer	Spaniel.[7]Champion	American	Cocker	Spaniel	Ch.	Obo	IIPrior	to	the	1870s,	the
only	requirement	for	a	dog	to	be	classed	as	a	Cocker	Spaniel	was	that	it	needed	to	weigh	less	than	25	pounds	(11kg),	although	breeders	separated	the	cocker	from	the	King	Charles	Spaniel,	which	remains	a	smaller	breed	of	spaniel.[8]	This	maximum	weight	limit	remained	on	the	Cocker	Spaniel	until	1900,	with	larger	dogs	being	classed	as	Springer
Spaniels.[9]	The	colors	of	the	Devonshire	and	Welsh	Cockers	were	described	by	John	Henry	Walsh	under	the	pseudonym	Stonehenge	in	his	book	The	Dog	in	Health	and	Disease	as	being	a	deeper	shade	of	liver	than	that	of	the	Sussex	Spaniel.[10]	Following	the	formation	of	The	Kennel	Club	in	the	UK	in	1873,	efforts	were	made	by	breeders	to	record
the	pedigrees	of	cockers	and	springers.	In	1892,	English	Cocker	Spaniels	and	English	Springer	Spaniels	were	recognized	as	separate	breeds	by	The	Kennel	Club.[11]Two	dogs	are	thought	to	be	the	foundation	sires	of	both	modern	breeds	of	cocker	spaniels.	Ch.	Obo	is	considered	by	breed	enthusiasts	to	be	the	father	of	the	modern	English	Cocker
Spaniel,	while	his	son,	Ch.	Obo	II,	is	considered	to	be	the	progenitor	of	the	American	Cocker	Spaniel.[12]	Obo	was	born	in	1879,	when	registration	as	a	cocker	was	still	only	by	size	and	not	by	ancestry.	He	was	the	son	of	a	Sussex	Spaniel	and	a	Field	Spaniel.[7]	Although	Obo	was	an	English	dog,	Obo	II	was	born	on	American	shores	his	mother	was
shipped	to	the	United	States	while	pregnant.[12]	During	his	lifetime,	Obo	II	was	claimed	in	advertisements	to	be	the	sire	or	grandsire	of	nearly	every	prize-winning	cocker	in	America.[13]A	graph	showing	the	height	and	shape	difference	between	the	American	and	English	Cocker	SpanielThe	two	breeds	of	cocker	spaniel	are	the	English	Cocker	Spaniel
and	the	American	Cocker	Spaniel.[14]	They	were	bred	as	gun	dogs,	to	use	their	sense	of	smell	to	cover	low	areas	near	the	handler	to	flush	birds	into	the	air	to	be	shot,	and	to	use	their	eyes	and	nose	to	locate	the	bird	once	downed,	and	then	to	retrieve	the	bird	with	a	soft	mouth.	The	major	differences	between	the	English	and	American	varieties	is	that
the	American	is	smaller	with	a	shorter	back,	a	domed	head,	and	a	shorter	muzzle,	while	the	English	variety	is	taller	with	a	narrower	head	and	chest.[14]Cocker	Spaniel	coats	occur	in	a	variety	of	colors,	including	black,	liver,	red,	and	golden	in	solids.	Also,	black	and	tan,	and	sometimes	liver	and	tan	are	known,	as	well	as	a	variety	of	color	mixtures	of
those	solid	colors	including	roans,	roan	and	tans,	tricolors,	and	those	solid	colors	with	additional	white	markings.Rare	colours	can	appear	unexpectedly	in	certain	lines,	for	instance	while	an	all-white	cocker	is	usually	bred	by	selective	breeding	of	very	light	golden	strains,	they	can	still	appear	very	uncommonly	to	parents	that	are	dark-colored.	A	noted
occurrence	of	this	happened	in	1943,	when	a	grandson	of	My	Own	Brucie,	Best	in	Show	at	the	Westminster	Kennel	Club	Dog	Show	in	1940	and	1941,	was	born	all-white.[15]In	its	native	United	States,	the	American	Cocker	Spaniel	was	ranked	the	23rd-most	popular	breed	according	to	registration	statistics	of	the	AKC	in	2009,	a	decrease	in	popularity
since	1999,	when	it	was	ranked	13th.[16]	For	25	years,	the	American	Cocker	Spaniel	was	the	most	popular	dog	in	America.	It	was	ranked	number	one	first	in	1936	prior	to	the	English	Cocker	Spaniel	being	recognized	as	a	separate	breed,	and	held	onto	the	spot	until	1952,	when	Beagles	became	the	most	popular	dogs.	It	regained	the	spot	in	1983	and
held	on	at	number	one	until	1990.[17]	In	the	UK,	the	American	Cocker	Spaniel	is	far	less	popular	than	its	English	relative,	with	322	registrations	compared	to	the	English	Cocker's	22,211	in	2009.[18]Main	article:	English	Cocker	SpanielA	golden	English	Cocker	Spaniel	of	the	show	strainCalled	simply	Cocker	Spaniel	in	the	UK,[19]	this	is	the	breed
that	was	originally	recognized	by	The	Kennel	Club	(KC)	in	1892.	The	American	Kennel	Club	(AKC)	recognized	the	English	Cocker	Spaniel	as	a	separate	breed	in	1946.[14]The	size	of	the	English	Cocker	Spaniel	according	to	the	KC	is	15.516.0	inches	(3941cm)	at	the	withers	for	males,	and	15.015.5	inches	(3839cm)	for	females.	The	weight	of	a	show
dog	should	be	2832	pounds	(1315kg).[19]The	English	Cocker	Spaniel	is	the	most	popular	dog	breed	for	showing	in	the	UK,	Crufts,	with	seven	best-in-show	wins	since	the	prize	was	first	awarded	in	1928.[20]	This	was	mostly	due	to	the	success	of	dog	breeder	H.S.	Lloyd's	Ware	Kennel,	dogs	of	which	won	best-in-show	on	six	occasions	between
19301950.[21]	They	are	the	second	most	popular	dog	breed	in	the	UK	according	to	statistics	released	by	the	KC	with	22,211	registrations	in	2009,	beaten	only	by	the	Labrador	Retriever	with	40,943.	In	third	place	was	the	English	Springer	Spaniel	with	12,700.[22]	The	English	Cocker's	popularity	has	increased	steadily	since	1999	in	the	United	States
when	they	were	ranked	76th	in	registrations	by	the	AKC,	to	2009	when	they	were	ranked	66th.[16]Physical	differences	between	show	and	working	strainsIn	the	United	Kingdom,	two	distinct	strains	of	the	English	Cocker	Spaniel	have	developed:	the	show	(or	conformation)	strain	and	the	working	(or	field)	strain.	While	both	strains	share	the	same
breed	ancestry,	selective	breeding	for	different	purposes	has	resulted	in	notable	physical	and	behavioral	differences.Show	strain	Cockers	are	bred	to	meet	the	breed	standard	established	by	kennel	clubs,	focusing	on	appearance	and	structure	ideal	for	dog	shows.	These	dogs	typically	have	more	domed	skulls,	longer	and	more	luxuriant	ears,	and	a
thicker,	silkier	coat	with	prominent	feathering	on	the	legs,	chest,	and	tail.In	contrast,	working	strain	Cockers	are	bred	primarily	for	field	performance	and	hunting	ability,	particularly	for	flushing	and	retrieving	game	birds.	As	a	result,	they	are	often	slightly	taller	and	leaner,	with	flatter	skulls,	shorter	ears,	and	shorter,	finer	coats	that	require	less
maintenance.	Their	feathering	is	minimal,	reducing	the	risk	of	debris	getting	caught	during	field	work.	Additionally,	working	Cockers	tend	to	have	higher	stamina,	quicker	reflexes,	and	a	more	intense	drive	to	work,	which	makes	them	highly	suitable	for	active	environments	or	gundog	roles.	Their	high	energy	levels	and	focus	can	make	them	more
demanding	as	household	pets	without	proper	training	and	mental	stimulation.Despite	these	differences,	both	strains	remain	part	of	the	same	breed	and	share	many	of	the	friendly	and	affectionate	traits	characteristic	of	English	Cocker	Spaniels.Main	article:	American	Cocker	SpanielA	recently	groomed	American	Cocker	SpanielAmerican	Cocker
Spaniels	were	recognized	by	the	AKC	in	1878.	Generally	smaller	than	the	English,	separate	classes	were	created	for	the	two	types	in	America	in	1935	and	the	Cocker	Spaniel	Club	of	America	discouraged	breeding	between	the	two	types	in	1938.[14]	The	American	Cocker	Spaniel	was	recognized	as	a	separate	breed	by	the	KC	in	the	UK	in	1970.	The
American	Cocker	Spaniel	is	referred	to	as	the	Cocker	Spaniel	within	the	United	States.[14]The	American	Cocker	Spaniel	was	bred	smaller,	as	American	woodcocks	are	smaller	than	their	European	relatives,	and	the	breed's	appearance	changed	slightly	during	the	first	part	of	the	20th	century,	as	the	preference	by	American	breeders	was	for	a	more
stylish	appearance.[7]	The	standard	size	according	to	the	AKC	is	between	14.5	and	15.5	inches	(37	and	39cm)	at	the	withers	for	males	and	13.514.5	inches	(3437cm)	for	females.[23]	The	weight	of	the	breed	is	typically	between	24	and	30	pounds	(11	and	14kg).[24]At	the	Westminster	Kennel	Club	Dog	Show,	the	most	prestigious	dog	show	in	the
United	States,[25]	the	American	Cocker	Spaniel	has	won	Best	in	Show	on	four	occasions	since	its	first	award	in	1907.[26]	The	American	Cocker	Spaniel	is	judged	in	three	separate	breed	classes	under	AKC	rules;	"black",	"parti-color",	and	"any	solid	color	other	than	black..."	(ASCOB).[27]A	"Sprocker	Spaniel"	is	crossed	Cocker	and	Springer	Spaniel.
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intelligence.	They	are	fearless	dogs	that	enjoy	going	on	adventures	and	finding	new	ways	to	play	with	their	people.	They	are	sweet	and	well-tempered,	making	them	a	great	choice	of	breed	if	you	have	kids	or	other	pets.	They	get	along	well	with	cats	and	other	animals	in	the	home,	especially	if	you	socialize	them	at	a	younger	age.	Despite	their	friendly
nature,	however,	they	will	defend	the	home	against	visitors	or	strangers	and	may	bark	at	any	incoming	houseguests	who	they	dont	recognize.Cocker	spaniel	fun	facts	Coming	up	with	a	pet	name	can	be	fun	but	tricky.	Search	no	further!	According	to	PetScreenings	2024	database,	the	majority	of	our	users	name	their	male	Cocker	Spaniels	Charlie;
Cooper	is	the	2nd	most	popular	male	name.	Meanwhile,	most	of	our	users	with	female	Cocker	Spaniels	love	Bella,	then	Luna.President	Richard	Nixon	had	a	cocker	spaniel	named	Checkers,	named	for	his	rich	black	and	white	spotted	coat.Cocker	spaniels	are	the	smallest	sporting	breed	according	to	the	American	Kennel	Club.There	are	two	recognized
types	of	hunting	spaniels:	the	American	cocker	spaniel	and	the	English	cocker	spaniel.Common	cocker	spaniel	health	problemsCocker	spaniels	are	typically	healthy	breeds	with	fewer	genetic	risks	for	health	issues	when	compared	to	other	dog	breeds.	However,	cocker	spaniels	are	at	higher	risk	for	certain	medical	conditions.	These	include:Eye
problems.	These	may	include	progressive	retinal	atrophy	(PRA)	or	cataracts.Epilepsy.	Neurological	conditions,	such	as	seizures,	are	common.Joint	issues.	Hip	dysplasia,	patellar	luxation,	and	joint	strain	or	injuries	may	occur.Gastrointestinal	problems.	These	may	include	chronic	pancreatitis	or	gastric	torsion.Cost	of	caring	for	cocker	spanielsAs	with
any	pet,	its	important	to	consider	any	medical	costs	that	can	come	from	caring	for	your	cocker	spaniel.	The	problems	that	cocker	spaniels	are	prone	to	are	somewhat	common,	excluding	more	serious	concerns	such	as	gastric	torsion	and	severe	joint	injury.Pet	insurance	is	a	great	way	to	reduce	your	out-of-pocket	costs	as	a	pet	parent	and	give	you	the
peace	of	mind	you	need	to	care	for	your	pet	in	an	emergency.	For	costs	not	covered	by	insurance,	set	up	a	pet	savings	account.	These	tools	go	a	long	way	when	pre-planning	care	for	your	pet.	The	ultimate	goal	of	these	supportive	programs	is	to	help	you	be	as	prepared	as	possible	in	case	of	an	emergency.History	of	the	cocker	spaniel	Cocker	spaniels
originated	in	England	and	quickly	became	an	established	hunting	dog.	They	were	used	over	decades	in	some	of	the	top	hunting	rings,	catching	small	and	mid-sized	seasonal	game.	Some	of	the	most	common	catches	were	woodcocks,	an	agile	bird	that	was	difficult	to	catch,	hence	the	name.	Cocker	spaniels	continued	to	surprise	hunters	with	their
ability	to	hunt	the	bird	and	became	a	regular	addition	to	households	and	hunting	parties	around	the	region.Caring	for	your	cocker	spanielCaring	for	a	new	puppy	of	any	breed	can	be	overwhelming.	Youll	need	to	make	your	first	trip	to	the	vet	and	schedule	your	dogs	vaccinations.	We	can	even	help	you	puppy-proof	your	home	and	prepare	for	teething.
Here	are	some	other	basics	specific	to	cocker	spaniels.ExerciseCocker	spaniels	are	energetic	pets	that	enjoy	playtime	with	their	favorite	people.	A	mid-sized	home	is	ideal	for	this	breed	and	will	give	them	the	space	they	need	to	run,	jump,	and	play.	If	you	plan	to	purchase	a	cocker	spaniel,	youll	want	to	set	aside	at	least	one	to	two	hours	of	playtime
per	day	to	meet	the	breeds	energy	requirements.Cocker	spaniels	love	attention	and	spending	time	with	their	pet	parent(s).	Talking	to,	playing	with,	and	interacting	with	your	cocker	spaniel	will	help	meet	their	emotional	needs	and	support	them	daily	giving	them	the	stable	environment	they	need	to	thrive.GroomingCocker	spaniels	have	a	long,	silky
coat	that	often	requires	a	bit	of	weekly	upkeep	and	grooming.	They	are	not	hypoallergenic,	which	means	that	frequent	brushing	will	be	key	to	keeping	dander	at	bay	and	keeping	your	dogs	skin	and	coat	as	healthy	as	possible.	You	can	expect	finer	fur	in	thick	layers,	having	a	slight	curvature	that	can	easily	be	kept	up	with	a	brush	or	comb.	No	dog	is
100%	hypoallergenic.	Those	with	severe	allergies	should	seek	medical	advice	to	find	out	which	pets	are	safest	for	them.	Cocker	spaniels	also	require	semi-regular	nail	trimming	to	keep	their	paws	and	pads	healthy.	Regular	walks	and	playtime	outside	on	the	concrete	can	help	to	naturally	file	the	nails	down	and	reduce	the	number	of	nail	appointments
youll	need	to	keep	their	feet	in	check.Regular	maintenance	such	as	ear	cleaning	and	teeth	brushing	are	also	great	ways	to	support	your	cocker	spaniels	health.	Consider	rewarding	your	pet	with	extra	playtime	or	a	fun	new	toy	to	help	them	recover	from	any	not-so-fun	experiences.Diet	and	nutritionCocker	spaniels	are	high-energy	dogs	that	love	to
play,	which	means	theyll	need	a	complete,	balanced	diet	with	adequate	protein,	vitamins,	minerals,	and	carbs.	Quality	dog	food,	either	wet	or	dry,	should	be	just	fine	to	meet	your	cocker	spaniels	dietary	needs.If	you	have	questions	about	portioning	food	for	your	spaniel	based	on	their	energy	requirements,	its	important	to	speak	to	your	vet.	Every	dog
is	different,	and	your	vet	will	be	able	to	help	you	determine	the	right	amount	of	food	for	your	pets	unique	temperament	and	lifestyle.Training	your	cocker	spaniel	Cocker	spaniels	are	highly	trainable	and	incredibly	intelligent,	making	them	fun	additions	to	any	family.	Their	loyalty	helps	them	to	be	quick	students,	giving	you	their	undivided	attention	as
you	train	them	on	a	new	task	or	trick.When	training	dogs,	its	best	to	operate	within	a	reward-based	system.	This	helps	you	satisfy	their	emotional	needs	with	positive	reinforcement	and	also	encourages	repetition	with	the	new	skill	or	talent	youre	teaching.	Although	cocker	spaniels	are	intelligent,	be	sure	not	to	let	training	lessons	go	long.	Its	best	to
train	in	short	periods	and	take	time	after	the	lesson	to	play	and	blow	off	some	of	their	excess	excited	energy.Breeds	similar	to	the	cocker	spaniel	Not	quite	sure	that	a	cocker	spaniel	is	right	for	you?	Even	if	you	are,	its	worth	taking	the	time	to	research	and	consider	other	similar	breeds.	Here	are	a	few	to	get	you	started:American	water	spaniel.	A
lesser-known	breed	few	in	number,	the	American	water	spaniel	is	known	as	a	hunting	dog,	family	dog,	and	an	all-around	happy,	smart	(though	sometimes	stubborn)	pet.Boykin	spaniel.	Like	other	spaniels,	the	Boykin	spaniel	is	a	companion	and	hunting	dog.	They	may	be	best	known	for	their	deep	reddish-brown	coats.Labrador	retriever.	Generally
larger	than	spaniels,	Labs	are	also	family	dogs	and	hunting	dogs.Frequently	asked	questionsDo	cocker	spaniels	need	a	lot	of	exercise?Yes!	Cocker	spaniels	are	high-energy	dogs	that	love	to	play	(all	day!).	Getting	enough	exercise	is	key	for	energy	and	stress	management.	We	recommend	a	minimum	of	one	to	two	hours	of	playtime	per	day	for	this
popular	breed.Are	cocker	spaniels	hard	to	take	care	of?Cocker	spaniels	have	certain	health	concerns,	are	incredibly	high	energy,	and	are	extremely	close	to	their	owners.	This	can	lead	to	cases	of	separation	anxiety,	which	are	difficult	to	deal	with	if	you	arent	prepared.	Compared	to	other	breeds,	cocker	spaniels	arent	considered	high-maintenance.
However,	they	are	not	a	passive	breed	to	own	and	do	require	a	certain	amount	of	support	to	have	the	quality	of	life	that	they	need	to	thrive.Can	cocker	spaniels	swim?Cocker	spaniels	love	swimming,	which	is	a	great	form	of	exercise	for	their	high-energy	personality	and	preferences.	Try	pool	toys	and	treats	to	lure	them	into	the	water	and	get	them
acclimated	with	play,	experience,	and	lots	of	love	throughout	the	process.	Just	be	sure	to	clean	those	long	ears	to	avoid	any	risk	of	irritation	or	ear	infection.	The	Cocker	had	a	job	change	from	hunting	companion	to	family	companion,	becoming	the	most	popular	breed	in	America	for	many	years.	Their	merry	attitude	and	sweet	personality	still	makes
them	a	family	favorite.	Discover	from	over	13	available	American	Cocker	Spaniel	Puppies	currently	listed	for	sale	across	Philippines	on	PetzLover!	We've	added	1+	new	listings	this	week,	and	you	can	explore	diverse	breeds	like	Beagle,	Belgian	Shepherd	Dog	(Malinois),	British	Longhair,	French	Bulldog,	German	Shepherd,	Labradoodle,	Persian,	Shih
Tzu,	Siberian	Husky,	West	Highland	White	Terrier.	Based	on	your	current	search	criteria,	you're	viewing	American	Cocker	Spaniel	Puppies	with	prices	ranging	from	500	50,000.	These	include	American	Cocker	Spaniel	Puppies	typically	2.0	months	2.0	months	old,	with	approximately	6	males	and	3	female	available	in	specific	local	areas	like	Bacoor,
Caoayan,	Cebu,	Marikina,	Paraaque,	Pasig,	Plaridel,	Quezon	City,	Samal,	Santa	Cruz.	Find	your	perfect	companion	from	trusted	local	breeders	and	reputable	rescues,	with	many	offering	safe,	convenient	shipping	or	transportation	options.	Secure	your	perfect	companion	today!	Get	Notified	for	New	ListingsSubscribedGethyn	Lloyd	Rivera22	days
agoMale	Beagle	2months	old,	champline	Male	Beagle	2months	old,	champline	Male	Beagle..Beagle	PuppiesiSamal,	Bataan,	Central	LuzonSamal,	Central	Luzon16,000Paulo	odilio	Elago30+	days	agoImported	Line	Mexico	Dam:	Half	import	Mexico	Malinois	Sire:	Silver	Gray	Malinois	Date	..Belgian	Shepherd	Dog	(Malinois)	PuppiesiCaoayan,	Ilocos	Sur,
Ilocos	RegionCaoayan,	Ilocos	RegionMark	Cadavona30+	days	agoDate	of	Birth:	March	17,	2025	Female	4x	Deworm	1x	5in1	Vaccine	1x	6in1	Vaccine..Shih	Tzu	PuppiesiQuezon	City,	Metro	ManilaQuezon	City,	Metro	Manila35,000M	Goewie30+	days	ago1-week-old	Frenchie	available	for	rehoming;	black	and	chocolate	brown	colors	are	availabl..French
Bulldog	PuppiesiQuezon	City,	Metro	ManilaQuezon	City,	Metro	Manila1CJ	Mendoza30+	days	ago*	Aggressive	towards	strangers.	*	Pees	on	Power	Outlets.	*	Knows	"Sit,	Lay	Down,	Cage..Belgian	Shepherd	Dog	(Malinois)	PuppiesiPasig,	Metro	ManilaPasig,	Metro	Manila50,000Bujugoys	-	Buju	House30+	days	agoThese	puppies	are	from	our	5th	litter
In-house	produced	by	Buju	House	An	FCI	and	PC..Siberian	Husky	PuppiesiBacoor,	Cavite,	CalabarzonBacoor,	Calabarzon25,000Sophie	Andres30+	days	ago2	German	Shepherd	puppies	are	looking	for	their	forever	homes.	These	puppies	will	be	full..German	Shepherd	PuppiesiParaaque,	Metro	ManilaParaaque,	Metro	Manila3,000raine4rose30+	days
agoDate	of	Birth:	March	27,	2024	Dam:	West	Highland	White	Terrier	Sire:	BIcho..West	Highland	White	Terrier	PuppiesiPlaridel,	Bulacan,	Central	LuzonPlaridel,	Central	Luzon11,000Earl	Vincent	Labang30+	days	agoSelling	my	persian	cat	at	negotiable	price	of	11,000.	Please	contact	me	through	my	mobile..Persian	CatsiCebu,	Central	VisayasCebu,
Central	Visayas27,000yuna30+	days	agoGender:	Male	Color:	Silver	Shaded	Breed:	British	Long	Hair	DOB:	April	25,2025..British	Longhair	CatsiSanta	Cruz,	Laguna,	CalabarzonSanta	Cruz,	Calabarzon	American	Cocker	Spaniel	Barbet	The	Cocker	Spaniel	stands	as	a	beacon	of	grace	and	elegance	in	the	canine	world,	seamlessly	blending	historical
significance	with	contemporary	appeal.	The	Cocker	Spaniel	stands	as	a	beacon	of	grace	and	elegance	in	the	canine	world,	seamlessly	blending	historical	significance	with	contemporary	appeal.	Revered	by	enthusiasts	and	casual	observers	alike,	this	breed	has,	over	centuries,	garnered	an	illustrious	reputation	that	transcends	borders	and	cultures.	Its
history	is	steeped	in	tales	of	aristocracy,	hunting	exploits,	and	an	unyielding	bond	with	humans.While	its	sleek	coat	mirrors	the	depth	and	richness	of	its	lineage,	it's	the	Cocker	Spaniel's	iconic	drooping	ears	that	often	become	the	focal	point,	symbolizing	a	blend	of	inquisitiveness	and	sagacity.	Typically,	the	lifespan	of	these	dogs	range	between	10	and
15	years,	a	testament	not	just	to	their	hearty	constitution	but	also	to	the	meticulous	care	they	often	receive	from	their	owners.	Originating	from	Spain,	the	breed	underwent	significant	transformations	in	England.	This	evolution,	spanning	continents	and	eras,	has	shaped	the	Cocker	Spaniel	into	a	breed	with	an	unparalleled	blend	of	aesthetic	charm
and	functional	attributes.Personality	Traits	The	temperament	of	the	Cocker	Spaniel	is	often	described	as	gentle,	amiable,	and	affectionate.	They	exude	a	heartwarming	blend	of	playfulness	intertwined	with	a	hint	of	sophistication.	Being	alert	and	keenly	observant,	theyre	often	quick	to	respond	to	their	surroundings,	making	them	excellent	companions
for	families.	Their	sensitivity	is	notable	too;	they	thrive	on	positive	reinforcements	and	can	be	a	tad	reserved	when	treated	harshly	or	confronted	with	loud	noises.	Underneath	their	poised	appearance	lies	a	reservoir	of	energy.	As	descendants	from	hunting	dogs,	the	Cocker	Spaniel	requires	regular	physical	activity	to	keep	both	its	mind	and	body	in
optimal	shape.	Daily	walks,	paired	with	play	sessions,	are	not	just	recommended,	but	essential.	They	love	engaging	in	fetch	games,	and	their	agile	nature	makes	them	adept	at	agility	courses.	However,	it's	crucial	to	ensure	they	have	a	safe	space	to	expend	their	energy,	preferably	a	fenced	yard	or	a	dog	park.	A	standout	trait	of	the	Cocker	Spaniel	is	its
sociable	demeanor.	They	are	inherently	friendly	and	get	along	well	with	humans	and	other	animals.	Their	congenial	nature	makes	them	fabulous	companions	for	families	with	children	and	even	other	pets.	However,	early	socialization	is	essential	to	ensure	their	openness	extends	to	a	wide	range	of	experiences.	Introducing	them	to	various	people,	pets,
sounds,	and	environments	during	their	puppyhood	ensures	they	grow	up	to	be	well-rounded	and	sociable	adults.Care	and	Maintenance	The	luxurious	coat	of	the	Cocker	Spaniel	is	undeniably	one	of	its	standout	features,	but	maintaining	its	luster	requires	consistent	grooming.	Brushing	should	be	a	daily	ritual	to	prevent	matting	and	tangling,	especially
given	their	medium-length,	wavy	fur.	Paying	special	attention	to	areas	like	their	ears,	which	are	prone	to	matting	due	to	their	drooping	nature,	is	crucial.	Beyond	brushing,	periodic	trims,	especially	around	the	feet,	ears,	and	underbelly,	help	in	maintaining	a	neat	appearance	and	ensuring	their	comfort.	Given	the	propensity	of	the	Cocker	Spaniel
breed	to	ear	infections,	regular	ear	cleaning	and	check-ups	are	non-negotiable.	The	intelligent	and	eager-to-please	nature	of	the	Cocker	Spaniel	dog	makes	them	reasonably	receptive	to	training.	Early	socialization	and	puppy	training	classes	can	be	particularly	beneficial.	Positive	reinforcement	techniques,	including	treats	and	praises,	work	wonders
with	this	breed.	Consistency	is	the	key.	Whether	it's	house	training,	leash	manners,	or	basic	commands,	ensuring	that	the	dog	receives	consistent	signals	and	responses	aids	in	faster	and	more	effective	learning.	The	Cocker	Spaniel	boasts	a	robust	constitution,	but	like	all	breeds,	it's	susceptible	to	certain	health	conditions.	Regular	vet	check-ups,
vaccinations,	and	preventive	treatments	are	paramount.	Owners	should	be	aware	of	breed-specific	conditions,	such	as	Progressive	Retinal	Atrophy	(PRA),	hip	dysplasia,	and	the	aforementioned	ear	infections.	A	balanced	diet	tailored	to	their	life	stage	and	activity	level,	coupled	with	regular	exercise,	ensures	they	remain	in	prime	health.Types	of	Cocker
SpanielsThe	term	"Cocker	Spaniel"	is	often	used	as	a	broad	classification,	but	a	closer	inspection	reveals	distinct	types	within	this	overarching	breed.American	Cocker	Spaniel:	This	breed,	popular	in	the	United	States,	is	slightly	smaller	in	stature	compared	to	its	English	counterpart.	Distinguished	by	a	rounded	skull,	a	shorter	muzzle,	and	heavily
feathered	ears,	the	American	Cocker	Spaniel	is	often	perceived	as	having	a	more	delicate	appearance.	They	come	in	a	variety	of	coat	colors	and	combinations.English	Cocker	Spaniel:	Originating	in	England,	the	English	Cocker	Spaniel	boasts	a	more	robust	build.	Their	muzzles	are	more	elongated,	and	their	eyes	exude	an	expressive	and	merry
demeanor.	This	breed	also	exhibits	a	diverse	range	of	coat	colors,	with	some	being	uniquely	associated	with	this	type.Working	Cocker	Spaniel:	This	subset	of	the	English	Cocker	Spaniel	is	bred	specifically	for	fieldwork.	They	are	more	agile	and	possess	an	insatiable	drive	for	hunting	and	retrieving.	Their	coat	is	typically	shorter	and	less	prone	to
tangling,	allowing	them	to	navigate	through	underbrush	with	ease.Interested	in	learning	about	different	breeds?	Check	out	our	small	dog	breeds	list	for	more	informationFrequently	Asked	Questions	Absolutely.	The	Cocker	Spaniel's	adaptable	nature	allows	it	to	thrive	in	both	apartments	and	houses.	However,	daily	exercise	is	crucial	to	keep	them
mentally	and	physically	stimulated.	The	Cocker	Spaniel	dog	is	naturally	alert.	While	they	might	bark	at	unfamiliar	noises	or	strangers,	with	appropriate	training,	this	behavior	can	be	moderated.	While	they	do	require	consistent	grooming	and	attention	to	their	health,	with	a	dedicated	routine,	these	tasks	become	seamlessly	integrated	into	daily	life,
making	them	relatively	straightforward	to	maintain.	While	they	are	profoundly	loyal	and	affectionate,	Cocker	Spaniels	are	not	typically	classified	as	guard	dogs.	However,	their	alert	nature	ensures	they	notify	their	owners	of	any	unusual	occurrences.	Read	about	our	response	to	COVID-19	Click	to	buy	from	any	retailers	below	Opens	a	new	window
Opens	a	new	window	When	you	purchase	through	links	on	our	site,	we	may	earn	a	commission.	Heres	how	it	works.The	friendly,	cheerful	Cocker	Spaniel,	with	his	huge,	dewy	eyes	and	cheeky	personality,	is	one	of	the	U.S.	most	popular	dog	breeds.	Cockers	were	initially	used	as	hunting	dogs,	but	have	since	gained	a	considerable	following	as	much-
loved	family	pets.on	Cocker	Spaniels	are	medium-sized	dogs	that	stand	about	15	inches	tall,	so	they	fit	comfortably	into	any	size	home.	Cockers	can	be	easily	trained	and	make	loving,	enthusiastic	playmates	for	children.	Sporty	and	bred	to	work,	the	Cocker	Spaniel	loves	nothing	more	than	spending	a	day	out	on	the	trail	with	his	owners.	In	this
informative	article,	we	tell	you	everything	you	need	to	know	about	the	Cocker	Spaniel	breed.	Youll	learn	about	the	Cocker	Spaniels	origins,	what	to	expect	from	the	breed	as	a	pet,	and	the	possible	health	issues	to	which	the	breed	is	susceptible.	So,	lets	find	out	all	about	the	lovable	Cocker	Spaniel!	Breed	OverviewWeight24-30	PoundsHeight14-15
InchesLifespan12-15	YearsColorsGold,	Red,	Chocolate,	Black,	Tan,	White	with	Orange,	Liver,	Lemon,	or	Black;	Tan	with	Black	or	Liver	Child	Friendliness	Canine	Friendliness	Training	Difficulty	Grooming	Upkeep	Breed	Health	Exercise	Needs	Puppy	CostsCocker	Spaniels	get	their	name	from	hunting	woodcock.	The	origins	of	the	Cocker	Spaniel	are
thought	to	go	right	back	to	the	Spanyells	of	the	14th	century.	Over	the	following	years,	the	Spaniel	breed	diversified	and	evolved	into	many	different	forms	that	all	had	different	jobs.	Some	Spaniels	were	used	for	flushing	game	and	retrieving	shot	birds	on	command.	In	fact,	the	name	Cocker	derives	from	the	dogs	skill	in	hunting	woodcock.	Initially,
Spaniels	were	grouped	and	classified	by	their	size.	So,	different	types	of	Spaniels	could	be	born	in	one	litter.	Eventually,	the	various	Spaniel	types	became	individually	recognized	breeds.	By	1946,	the	Cocker	Spaniel	was	recognized	as	a	separate	breed.	Thanks	to	the	1955	Disney	movie,	Lady	and	the	Tramp,	the	popularity	of	the	breed	saw	a	massive
boost.	Until	1990,	the	Cocker	Spaniel	was	the	breed	of	choice	for	families	in	the	U.S.,	according	to	American	Kennel	Club	records.	These	days,	the	Cocker	Spaniel	is	ranked	down	at	#25,	but	his	jolly	personality,	versatile	size,	and	intelligence	still	make	him	a	popular	choice	for	people	looking	for	a	family	pet.	Like	the	Golden	Retriever	or	the	Labrador
Retriever,	the	modern	Cocker	Spaniel	is	the	smallest	member	of	the	Sporting	Group.	As	well	as	being	a	terrific	family	pet,	the	Cocker	Spaniel	still	enjoys	a	working	role	in	field	sports.	Also,	youll	see	Cocker	Spaniels	competing	in	dog	agility	events.	The	Cocker	Spaniel	is	first	and	foremost	a	beloved	companion	dog	thats	playful	and	affectionate.	Cocker
Spaniels	are	known	for	their	cheerful,	prudent	temperament.	They	are	loving,	gentle,	playful,	and	trustworthy	companions.	One	reason	Cocker	Spaniels	are	so	popular	is	that	they	make	excellent	family	pets,	getting	along	well	with	children	and	other	animals.	They	tend	to	be	apprehensive,	even	with	proper	early	socialization.	This	sensitive	personality
means	harsh	training	methods	should	not	be	used.	To	avoid	your	Cocker	Spaniel	from	being	fearful,	use	consistent	and	gentle	training	methods	to	get	the	results	youre	looking	for.	Barking	is	a	way	dogs	communicate,	and	Cocker	Spaniels	love	to	attempt	to	get	messages	across	to	humans.	Teaching	them	the	quiet	command	can	be	helpful	to	deter	this
behavior.	Bred	as	a	hunting	dog,	the	prey	drive	in	Cocker	Spaniels	can	be	strong.	It	is	best	to	keep	him	on	a	leash	whenever	you	are	out	and	about.	This	hunting	instinct	also	means	they	are	eager	to	please	their	masters.	These	medium-sized	dogs	have	iconic	floppy,	feathered	ears.	Cocker	Spaniels	are	classified	as	medium-sized	dogs,	standing
between	14	and	15	inches	at	the	shoulder	and	weighing	in	at	around	30	pounds.	Male	Cocker	Spaniels	are	generally	slightly	larger	than	females.	Their	heads	are	graceful	and	domed	with	a	broad,	square	muzzle.	Their	backs	slope	toward	the	tail,	giving	the	pup	an	appearance	fit	for	royalty.One	of	their	most	distinctive	features	is	their	feathered	and
long	ears	that	flop	on	either	side	of	their	heads.	People	cant	resist	petting	these	lush	ears!	The	term	puppy	dog	eyes	was	likely	inspired	by	the	Cocker	Spaniel	because	of	their	big,	dreamy,	begging	brown	eyes.	This	puppy	glimmer	stays	with	them	whether	they	are	four	months	old	or	fourteen	years	old.	Cocker	Spaniels	come	in	a	wide	variety	of	colors
in	their	lush	coats.	Cocker	Spaniels	have	medium	to	long	silky	coats	that	can	be	straight	or	slightly	wavy.	Cockers	legs,	chest,	and	belly	are	adorned	with	long,	luxuriant	feathering.	Cockers	come	in	a	wide	range	of	beautiful	colors,	including:	Golden	Red	Chocolate	Black	Black	and	tan	Liver	and	tan	Orange	and	white	Liver	and	white	Lemon	and	white
Black	and	white	Black,	white,	and	tan	Liver,	white,	and	tan	You	can	also	find	roan	colors,	including	blue,	orange,	liver,	lemon,	blue	roan	and	tan,	and	liver	roan	and	tan.	Its	not	uncommon	for	Cocker	Spaniels	to	have	coats	that	are	spotted.	These	active	pups	need	around	an	hour	of	daily	exercise.	Cocker	Spaniels	were	bred	to	be	working	dogs.
Consequently,	they	are	lively	and	energetic,	needing	plenty	of	exercise	to	keep	them	happy.	Youll	need	to	take	your	Cocker	Spaniel	out	for	two	walks	each	day	and	give	him	lots	of	playtimes	too.	That	said,	most	Cockers	are	more	than	happy	to	spend	a	rainy	afternoon	just	chilling	out	on	your	lap	in	front	of	the	fire.	Keeping	your	Cocker	Spaniel	indoors
is	ideal	for	their	personalities.	Although	in	theory,	you	could	house	a	working	Cocker	Spaniel	outside	overnight,	there	are	several	reasons	why	this	might	not	be	such	a	good	idea.	Howling	and	barking:	Cockers	that	are	used	to	living	indoors	with	their	human	family	tend	to	develop	separation	anxiety	that	leads	to	howling	and	barking	if	theyre	put
outside	overnight.	Digging:	Cockers	will	dig	if	they	become	anxious	while	confined	away	from	their	owners.	If	you	have	a	run	that	is	partially	on	grass,	you	can	bet	that	your	Cocker	Spaniel	will	dig	a	hole	in	it.	Chewing:	Cockers	will	chew	and	destroy	their	overnight	accommodation	if	they	become	anxious	when	suddenly	finding	themselves	alone.
When	very	stressed,	Cocker	Spaniels	have	been	known	to	chew	their	own	paws	until	theyre	raw.	Finally,	isolating	your	home-loving	Cocker	Spaniel	can	lead	to	your	dog	developing	a	lack	of	trust	in	your	family.	Your	pet	may	even	become	slightly	aggressive	towards	you	and	be	less	obedient	and	harder	to	train.	The	Cocker	Spaniels	soft	personality
does	best	with	positive	reinforcement	training.	Cocker	Spaniels	are	generally	good	to	train.	However,	the	breed	is	quite	sensitive,	and	youll	accomplish	more	if	you	use	positive	training	techniques.	Youll	get	much	further	with	lots	of	praise,	treats,	and	a	clicker	than	you	will	with	a	choke	chain	and	a	disciplinarian	attitude.	Note	that	the	breed	is	well-
known	for	urinating	when	they	are	made	to	feel	intimidated	or	submissive.	So,	if	youre	too	heavy-handed	or	harsh,	you	could	finish	up	with	a	frightened,	upset	puppy	and	a	wet	carpet!	Some	Cocker	Spaniels	can	have	a	stubborn	streak,	which	may	make	them	challenging	to	train.	Aim	for	a	balance	between	providing	kind,	gentle	guidance,	and	being
firm,	persistent,	and	consistent	in	the	directions	that	you	give.	One	potential	issue	when	training	Cockers	is	that	these	dogs	do	have	a	very	strong	sense	of	smell.	That	means	a	Cocker	can	be	inclined	to	head	off	on	the	trail	of	a	tempting	scent,	ignoring	your	requests	to	come	back.	For	that	reason,	you	must	train	a	strong	recall	command	and	ideally
keep	your	Cocker	Spaniel	on	a	leash	when	out	on	walks,	only	allowing	him	to	run	off-piste	in	a	fenced,	off-leash	dog	park	area.	There	are	common	health	concerns	to	be	aware	of	for	your	Cocker	Spaniel.	Just	like	all	pedigree	breeds,	Cocker	Spaniels	can	be	susceptible	to	a	few	genetic	health	problems,	including:	Eye	disorders:	cataracts,	glaucoma	Hip
dysplasia	Patella	luxation	Disc	disease	Liver	problems	Epilepsy	Heart	disease	Cocker	Spaniels	are	especially	prone	to	developing	eye	disorders,	ranging	from	cherry	eye	that	can	be	corrected	through	surgery	to	conditions	such	as	cataracts	and	glaucoma	that	can	be	sight-threatening.	Many	Cocker	Spaniels	lose	their	vision	entirely	in	their	senior
years,	and	its	not	uncommon	for	younger	dogs	to	begin	suffering	sight	loss	at	just	a	few	years	of	age,	due	to	progressive	renal	atrophy.	Cocker	Spaniels	are	also	vulnerable	to	a	condition	called	keratoconjunctivitis	sicca,	or	dry	eye,	where	the	dogs	eyes	dont	produce	enough	tears,	which	can	lead	to	corneal	problems.	Hypothyroidism	is	a	condition	that
causes	underproduction	of	thyroid	hormone.	That	causes	lethargy,	weight	gain,	skin	infections,	shivering,	and	hair	loss.	Some	white,	blue-eyed	Cocker	Spaniels	are	affected	by	congenital	deafness.	These	problems	are	caused	by	the	merle	gene	and	are	incurable.	So,	its	best	not	to	buy	a	puppy	with	these	characteristics.	Long	Spaniel	ears	tend	to	trap
dirt	and	moist	air	inside	the	ear	canals.	That	creates	the	ideal	environment	for	the	proliferation	of	yeast	and	bacteria,	leading	to	chronic	ear	infections.	To	prevent	problems,	be	sure	to	clean	your	Cocker	Spaniels	ears	regularly.	Poor	ear	health	and	recurrent	infections	can	lead	to	permanent	damage,	so	keep	a	weather	eye	on	your	Cockers	ears,	and
consult	a	vet	right	away	if	you	spot	a	problem.	Cocker	Spaniels	can	be	prone	to	autoimmune	diseases,	including	autoimmune	hemolytic	anemia	(AIHA).	In	dogs	that	are	affected	by	AIHA,	the	immune	system	attacks	the	animals	red	blood	cells,	causing	acute	anemia.	Although	the	condition	can	be	treated,	the	mortality	rate	among	Cocker	Spaniels
affected	by	the	illness	is	high.	Good	breeders	screen	all	their	breeding	stock	for	genetic	disease	and	will	only	breed	from	the	strongest,	healthiest	specimens.	However,	sometimes,	even	a	well-bred	puppy	can	develop	one	of	those	diseases.	So,	if	youre	buying	a	puppy,	always	ask	the	breeder	about	the	ages	of	the	puppys	relatives	and	find	out	what	they
died	of.	The	average	lifespan	for	a	Cocker	Spaniel	is	between	12	and	15	years.	We	recommend	that	you	consider	pet	insurance	to	help	offset	expensive	medical	costs.	Feeding	your	Cocker	Spaniel	a	dog	food	specially	formulated	for	its	age	is	ideal	for	optimal	growth.	When	choosing	food	for	a	Cocker	Spaniel	puppy,	look	for	a	brand	that	supports
healthy	growth	and	development	of	teeth	and	bones,	as	well	as	providing	something	for	a	glossy	coat,	healthy	skin,	and	plenty	of	energy.	A	growing	puppy	should	receive	around	150g	to	250g	of	specialized	puppy	food	per	day	for	the	first	six	months	of	his	life.	Over	the	next	five	months,	reduce	the	ration	to	around	130g	to	190g	per	day.	When	feeding
an	adult	Cocker	Spaniel,	youll	need	to	adjust	the	ration,	depending	on	the	weight	of	your	pet.	Follow	the	guidelines	for	feeding	your	dog	that	youll	find	on	the	product	packaging.	If	youre	not	sure	how	much	to	feed	him	or	what	kind	of	food	to	buy,	have	a	chat	with	your	vet	for	guidance.	The	long	hair	on	a	Cocker	Spaniel	can	be	time-consuming	to
maintain.	Show	ring	Cocker	Spaniels	have	floor-length,	silky	coats	that	take	a	lot	of	work	to	keep	them	tangle-free	and	gloriously	glossy.	So,	most	people	who	have	a	Cocker	as	a	family	pet	like	to	take	their	dog	to	a	groomer	for	a	short	cut	all	over,	known	as	a	puppy	cut.	However,	even	dogs	with	puppy	cuts	must	be	brushed,	bathed,	and	trimmed	every
couple	of	weeks.	A	Cocker	Spaniel	with	a	long	flowing	coat	will	need	bathing,	trimming,	and	brushing	at	least	once	a	week.	Cockers	do	shed	moderately	but	no	more	so	than	other	breeds.	Expect	to	pay	around	$1,000	to	$2,00o	for.	your	Cocker	Spaniel.	Always	choose	a	reputable	breeder	who	will	match	you	with	the	perfect	puppy.	Good	breeders	will
have	had	all	the	necessary	health	screening	carried	out	on	the	puppys	parents	to	ensure	that	the	puppy	doesnt	inherit	any	genetic	health	conditions.	A	good	breeder	will	be	more	interested	in	finding	the	right	homes	for	their	puppies	than	in	making	a	fortune	selling	them.	That	said,	its	not	advisable	to	buy	a	cheap	puppy.	The	old	maxim,	you	get	what
you	pay	for	certainly	rings	true	when	it	comes	to	buying	pedigree	dogs.	You	can	budget	anywhere	from	$1,000	to	$2,000	for	a	purebred	Cocker	Spaniel	puppy.	Find	the	perfect	name	for	your	new	Cocker	Spaniel	puppy.	Look	for	a	breeder	who	is	a	member	of	The	American	Spaniel	Club,	Inc.,	and	who	abides	by	its	Code	of	Ethics.	The	Code	of	Ethics
forbids	the	sale	of	puppies	through	pet	shops.	Also,	the	breeder	should	be	keen	to	help	you	train	and	raise	your	puppy.	Puppy	mills	have	deservedly	received	much	bad	press	recently.	A	puppy	mill	is	basically	a	commercial	enterprise	that	exists	to	produce	as	many	puppies	as	it	can	for	as	little	cost	as	possible.	Often,	the	breeder	has	not	bothered	to
have	the	puppies	parents	health	screened,	and	usually,	their	dogs	are	kept	in	deplorable,	unsanitary	conditions.	Puppies	from	puppy	mills	are	often	sickly,	and	many	succumb	to	various	diseases	within	a	few	weeks	of	arriving	in	their	new	home.	Many	pet	stores	obtain	their	puppies	from	puppy	mills.	There	are	options	available	if	you	are	looking	to
rehome	or	rescue	a	Cocker	Spaniel.	If	youre	happy	to	offer	a	forever	home	to	an	adult	dog,	you	could	check	out	Cocker	Spaniel	shelters	and	rescue	organizations	in	your	region.	Check	out	this	link	and	search	online	for	an	adult	Cocker	Spaniel.	Just	be	aware	that	an	adult	rescue	Cocker	Spaniel	may	come	with	behavioral	problems,	depending	on	the
dogs	history.	Always	find	out	as	much	information	as	you	can	about	the	dog	before	agreeing	to	re-home	him.	Some	rescue	centers	operate	a	kind	of	try	before	you	buy	arrangement	where	potential	owners	can	take	the	dog	home	on	a	trial	basis	to	ensure	that	youre	compatible	before	you	make	a	final	commitment.	For	all	purebred	dogs,	it	seems	its
common	these	days	to	mix	them	with	other	purebreds,	and	the	Cocker	Spaniel	isnt	any	different.	There	are	many	popular	mixes	with	the	Cocker	Spaniel,	with	theGolden	Cocker	Retriever	being	a	popular	option.	Cocker	Spaniels	are	medium-sized	dogs,	making	them	ideal	for	a	small	home	or	apartment.	The	Cocker	Spaniel	is	a	friendly,	loving	dog	that
makes	an	ideal	companion.	Cockers	are	energetic	and	full	of	fun,	making	them	ideal	for	a	family	who	enjoys	the	outdoor	lifestyle.	Most	Cockers	are	very	trainable,	although	you	do	need	to	be	gentle,	firm,	and	persistent	as	these	are	sensitive	souls	who	can	be	easily	upset.	The	breed	also	has	a	stubborn	streak	that	can	make	training	a	challenge.	A	well-



socialized	Cocker	Spaniel	will	be	great	around	kids	and	will	play	for	hours.	Cocker	Spaniels	do	require	quite	a	lot	of	grooming	to	keep	their	coats	looking	good.	That	said,	the	breed	doesnt	shed	much.	The	sensitive	Cocker	Spaniel	can	suffer	from	separation	anxiety,	which	could	be	a	problem	if	youre	out	at	work	all	day.	All	in	all,	the	Cocker	Spaniel
makes	an	excellent	pet	for	a	lively	household	where	plenty	is	going	on,	and	ideally	where	hell	have	company	during	the	daytime.	And	after	all	that	fun	and	exercise,	your	Cocker	will	be	happy	to	snuggle	up	with	you	and	go	to	sleep	on	your	lap.	English	Cockers	are	larger	dogs	than	their	American	cousins.	Leggier	and	built	to	hunt	and	retrieve,	the
English	Cocker	is	a	quick	study	and	ideal	sport	dog.	The	English	Cocker	Spaniel	was	originally	developed	to	hunt	woodcock	large,	short-legged	wading	birds	that	are	primarily	nocturnal	and	spend	most	of	the	day	in	dense	cover.	American	breeders	had	a	different	focus	than	English	Cocker	breeders	and	bred	smaller,	solid-colored	dogs	blended	with
field	spaniels.	In	contrast,	the	English	Cocker	breeders	crossed	in	roan	and	particolored	springer	types.	The	English	Cocker	Spaniel	was	recognized	as	a	breed	distinct	from	the	American	Cocker	Spaniel	by	the	American	Kennel	Club	(AKC)	in	1946.	A	Cocker	Spaniel	could	make	the	perfect	family	pet	for	you	if	youre	looking	for	a	medium-sized	dog
thats	good	with	kids	and	has	a	loving,	friendly	temperament.	Although	the	Cocker	does	enjoy	chilling	out	with	his	human	family,	hes	also	got	plenty	of	energy	to	burn,	and	you	will	need	to	make	time	to	exercise	your	pet.	If	you	enjoy	grooming	your	dog,	the	Cocker	Spaniels	long,	silky	coat	will	keep	you	busy!	That	said,	the	Cocker	is	only	a	moderate
shedder,	and	regular	trips	to	a	professional	groomer	will	keep	him	in	good	condition.	
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