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“I’m	not	against	the	police;	I’m	just	afraid	of	them”:	Adam	Scovell	analyzes	one	of	Hitchcock’s	most	famous	thrillers	through	the	lens	of	personal	fear	of	the	authoritarian	director	...	There’s	little	doubt	that	Alfred	Hitchcock’s	Psycho	(1960)	is	one	of	the	most	analyzed	pieces	of	Western	cinema	in	its	long	and	varied	history.	That’s	a	story.	From	a	set	of
circumstances	that	seem	in	many	ways	to	be	born	of	coincidence,	it	marks	a	moment	of	water	shedding	in	which	the	medium	truly	becomes	a	new	and	dangerous	art	for	the	masses:	where	the	characters	in	the	narrative	are	no	longer	safe;	where	music	and	aesthetics	surpass	the	power	to	create	overwhelming	horror;	and	where	the	potential	freud	so
intrinsic	in	the	form	comes	to	a	violent	head	and	last.	In	other	words,	Psycho	massages	and	strangles	the	ID	of	Anglo-American	outdoor	cinema	where	he	can	lie	in	his	ugliness	and	pleasure	for	all	to	see.	With	Vertigo	(1958)	launching	the	latest	edition	of	Sight	&	Sound’s	Greatest	Films	Poll,	there	seems	to	be	some	revisionism	going	on	in	the	film
world.	Perhaps	with	the	sense	of	over-analysis	and	the	total	normalization	of	some	of	his	most	famous	moments,	Psycho	seems	to	have	fallen	away	from	the	general	and	uncritical	favor	he	used	to	enjoy.	â​​​Psycho’s	horror	is	more	than	a	few	pieces,	but	it	is	a	gradual	build-up	of	palpable	tensionâ​​	recalls	in	particular	the	infamous	scandal.	shower	and	its
shock	seems	to	have	diminished;	not	through	the	techniques	and	aesthetics	of	the	aged	scene	itself,	but	because	of	how	fluid	society	has	become	in	its	style	and	in	its	editing.	That’s	why	several	other	murder	scenes	â​​	besides	the	aforementioned	shower	scene	â​​	are	much	more	worthy	of	attention;	Psyche’s	horror	is	more	than	a	few	pieces,	but	it’s	a
gradual	build-up	of	palpable	tension.	The	main	segment	of	note	for	this	article	(and	it	is	assumed	that	the	reader	is	more	than	familiar	with	the	famous	torsion	narrative)	actually	occurs	early,	when	the	faux	protagonist,	Marion	(Janet	Leigh)	is	still	alive.	In	fact,	both	of	Psycho	will	try	to	create	the	illusion	that	Marion	herself	is	under	threat	from	some
unknown	force;	her	enemy	is	not	really	Norman	Bates	(Anthony	Perkins)	and	the	spirit	of	her	abusive	mother,	but	is	really	destiny	itself.	When	he	decides	to	steal	the	money	of	a	Texas	oil	baron,	he	is	allowing	fate	to	control	his	fate	and	hinder	allows	a	fairly	clear	picture	of	what	his	destiny	is	to	be	in	reality.	After	all,	Psycho	is	still	a	patriarchal	movie,
and	it	opens	with	the	female	character	who	enjoys	himself	sexually;	most	of	the	cases	of	this	Report	in	Hollywood’s	dying	Golden	Age	cinema	effortlessly	punishes	his	sexually	confident	women.	â​​His	eyes	are	hidden	by	heavy	sunglasses	that	render	him	devoid	of	human	expressionâ​​	The	scene	in	question,	however,	is	far	from	Marion’s	initial	crime	and
occurs	while	she	on	the	road.	After	driving	all	night	through	fear	of	being	captured,	Marion	had	toin	his	car	which	is	parked	in	a	parking	lot	in	the	middle	of	nowhere.	She	is	awakened	by	the	most	striking	image	in	the	movie,	of	a	policeman	knocking	on	her	window	and	looking	inside.	More	than	the	shower	scene	or,	indeed,	any	scene	involving
Norman	Bates,	it	is	the	most	disturbing	moment	of	the	movie	for	a	number	of	reasons.	The	first	thing	to	notice	is	the	context	with	which	this	scene	takes	place.	The	spectator	is	already	aware	of	MarionÃ¢Â¦’s	situation	and	knows	that	the	presence	of	a	police	officer	is	an	obstacle	and	not	a	help.	But	it	is	the	way	Hitchcock	frames	it	and	designs	its
visual	appearance	that	is	most	striking.	His	eyes	are	hidden	by	heavy	sunglasses,	which	render	him	devoid	of	human	expression.	His	soul	is	hidden	from	them	and	becomes	a	monotonous	cog	in	a	defensive,	materialistic	system.	In	other	words,	Hitchcock	presents	the	cop	as	a	danger	to	his	unknowability.	“I’m	not	against	the	police;	I’m	just	afraid	of
them”.	Hitchcock	was	afraid	of	the	police	and	the	power	they	had	over	the	citizen,	as	they	said,	“I’m	not	against	the	police;	I’m	just	afraid	of	them”.	Oh,	no,	no.	The	often-quoted	story	of	his	father	sending	him	to	a	police	station	with	a	note	as	a	young	man,	to	be	locked	up	in	a	cell	for	one	night,	presumably	to	teach	him	a	lesson,	has	been	linked	to	the
deep	sense	of	paranoia	found	in	many	of	his	films.	If	you	consider	its	most	famous	feature,	the	idea	of	the	unjustly	accused	man,	this	becomes	even	more	obvious;	the	fear	is	not	only	of	being	falsely	accused,	but	also	of	what	authorities	do	when	they	follow	up	on	such	accusations.	From	North	by	Northwest	(1959)	to	The	39	Steps	(1935),	the	theme	was
almost	obsessive	for	him.	“This	is	one	of	the	few	occasions	when	the	character	in	question	has	something	to	hide	that	could	lead	to	arrest	and	prosecution”.	Applying	this	thought	to	the	street	scene	of	Psycho,	the	totality	of	that	fear	becomes	an	asset.	Because	this	is	one	of	the	few	occasions	where	the	character	in	question	has	something	to	hide	that
could	lead	to	arrest	and	prosecution.	It	is	almost	a	mirror	inversion	of	the	typical	Hitchcock	protagonist,	which	could	also	explain	why	Marion	is	so	shockingly	killed	in	the	first	third	of	the	movie.	However,	more	than	anything	else,	this	scene	captures	that	sense	of	paranoia	that	was	gripping	America	–	only	Hitchcock	saw	it	as	a	British	outsider.	While
authority	was	respected	in	the	Cold	War	era	because	of	an	alleged	major	“threat”,	Hitchcock	could	clearly	see	the	flowering	of	totalitarianism,	a	system	famous	for	its	stance	on	freedom.	Adam	Scovell	Psycho	performs	at	the	Capstone	Theatre,	Liverpool	Hope	University,	April	23,	2015,	at	6.30	p.m.	Â£5	/	Â£15	for	a	subscription	(all	six	Capstone
Classic	films)	Read	Capstone	Classics:	View	Culture	in	a	different	light	Alfred	Henry	Hitchcock	CBE	QPM	(1958	–	16	June	2017)	was	a	British	police	officer.	Hitchcock	joined	the	Lancashire	Constabulary	as	a	police	officer	in	1977,	shortly	before	his	19th	birthday.[1]	He	became	Superintendent	and	was	Associate	Director	of	the	National	Strategic
Command	Course	at	Bramshill	Police	College.[2]	In	January	2003,	he	moved	to	the	London	Metropolitan	Police	as	Commander	Specialist	Crime,[3]	and	from	2004	he	became	Commander	Territorial	Policing,	in	charge	of	nine	London	districts[2]	and	coordinated	the	introduction	of	neighbourhood	policing	throughout	London	in	2005[4].	He	became
temporary	Deputy	Commissioner	for	Territorial	Police,	and	was	promoted	to	Deputy	Commissioner	in	2007[1][5]	and	appointed	Deputy	Operational	Commissioner	of	the	DAC,	where	he	was	Deputy	Chief	of	Professional	Standards,	Command	and	Control,	Diversity	and	Citizen	Attention[4].	He	was	promoted	to	Acting	Deputy	Commissioner	in	2007	and
served	as	Deputy	Commissioner	for	Operational	Services	until	2008.	He	was	awarded	the	Queenâ​​s	Police	Medal	(QPM)	in	2008	New	Year’s	Honours.[6]	In	April	2009,	he	retired	from	the	Metropolitan	Police,[7]	but	immediately	became	General	Manager	with	the	rank	of	Deputy	Chief	of	Police	at	the	National	Policing	Improvement	Agency	in	Bramshill,
where	he	helped	establish	the	National	College	of	Police	Leadership.[4]	In	January	2011,	he	was	appointed	Chief	of	Police	of	Bedfordshire[1][8]	and	completely	restructured	the	forces[4].	In	June	2013,	he	was	named	Commander	of	the	Order	of	the	British	Empire	(CBE)	in	the	2017	New	Year	Awards	for	Defence	and	Police	Services[10].	Hitchcock	has
been	the	national	leader	of	the	Association	of	Chiefs	of	Police	for	Stabbing	Crime	since	2008,[11]	when	he	developed	the	National	Tackling	Knives	Action	Programme,	and	for	Equality	and	Human	Rights	from	2012	to	2016.[4]	Hitchcock	earned	a	BSc	in	Psychology	from	the	University	of	Central	Lancashire	from	1992	to	2016.	1997,	an	MA	(Econ)	in
Organisational	Management	from	the	University	of	Manchester	from	1997	to	2000,	an	MBA	from	Lancashire	Business	School	from	2002	to	2003,	and	a	postgraduate	diploma	in	Applied	Criminology.	He	was	a	Fellow	of	the	Chartered	Management	Institute	from	2003	to	2014.	He	was	married	to	Helen	and	had	two	daughters.[4]	He	died	in	hospital	on
16	June	2017,	while	he	was	still	in	charge	following	a	brief	illness[1].	His	funeral,	with	all	police	honours,	was	held	at	St	Paul’s	Church,	Bedford,	on	July	6,	2017	and	was	attended	by	hundreds	of	people.[12]	Footnotes	^	a	b	c	d	and	Â”Ex-Beds	Police	Chief	Alf	Hitchcock	dies	after	a	brief	illnessÂ”,	Luton	Today,	June	16,	2017	^	a	b	c	Â”New	Chief	of
Police	of	BedfordshireÂ”,	Bedfordshire	Police	Authority,	11	October	2010	^	Â”Former	Chief	of	Police	of	Lancashire	dies	after	a	brief	illnessÂ”,	Lancashire	Post,	17	June	2017	^	a	b	d	e	f	necrologio	del	MOD,	20	June	2017	"New	Met	Deputy	DeputyAppointed	Commissioners,	MayorWatch,	12	September	2006	The	London	Gazette	(Supplement).	29
December	2007.	p.	25.	"The	Head	of	Knife	Crime	for	a	New	Work	on	£200,000	’gravy	beat'",	The	Times,	January	20,	2009	"The	new	Chief	of	Police	takes	place	in	Bedfordshire",	BBC	News,	January	6,	2011	"MOD	CC	Alf	Hitchcock	visit	St	Andrews",	Police	"N	61	803".	The	London	Gazette	(Supplement).	31	December	2016.	p.	N9.	"Administration	of	the
police"
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