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Image via Jaromir Chalabala/Shutterstock By Jennifer Coates, DVM The pancreas is not an organ that many pet parents have reason to think about—that is, until something goes wrong with it. Pancreatitis is the most common disease of the pancreas in dogs. Let’s investigate the causes and symptoms of pancreatitis in dogs and what can be done to
prevent and treat this serious condition, including the role that a low-fat dog food can play. Causes of Pancreatitis in Dogs Dogs can develop pancreatitis for a number of reasons, including: Eating something with a high fat content, particularly if it is not part of their regular diet Being overweight Pancreatic infections Having other medical conditions
like Cushing’s disease, diabetes mellitus or abnormally high levels of fat in the blood Exposure to some types of medications or toxins, including organophosphates, L-asparaginase, azathioprine, corticosteroids, sulphonamides, potassium bromide, phenobarbital and zinc Abdominal trauma that affects the pancreas A genetic or breed predisposition
(Miniature Schnauzers, Yorkshire Terriers, Silky Terriers, Miniature Poodles) A history of pancreatitis In many cases, no specific underlying cause can be identified. Symptoms of Pancreatitis in Dogs The pancreas has several functions in the body, one of which is making digestive enzymes. In good health, these enzymes remain inactive until they are
secreted into the intestinal tract in response to a recent meal. While the exact mechanisms are unclear, pancreatitis develops when these digestive enzymes start working prematurely, while they are still within the pancreas, leading to pancreatic inflammation and sometimes infection and/or tissue death. Pancreatitis may be mild or severe. It can
develop suddenly or over a long period of time. It may happen once or become a recurrent or chronic problem. All of this explains why the symptoms of pancreatitis in dogs can vary tremendously. Dogs with pancreatitis typically have some combination of the following symptoms: Lethargy Abdominal discomfort/pain Poor appetite Vomiting Diarrhea
Abdominal enlargement Fever None of these symptoms are specific for pancreatitis in dogs. To make a definitive diagnosis, a veterinarian will have to run some tests, starting with a blood chemistry panel, complete blood cell count, fecal examination, urinalysis and possibly some abdominal X-rays to rule out other diseases that cause similar
symptoms. This initial workup may point to pancreatitis, but additional testing (e.g., cPLI or SPEC-CPL blood tests) is usually also necessary. Sometimes abdominal ultrasounds, exploratory surgery or other diagnostic procedures are needed to reach a definitive diagnosis of pancreatitis in dogs. Treatment for Pancreatitis in Dogs Treatment for
pancreatitis will depend on a dog’s symptoms and any abnormalities that were detected on his blood work and urinalysis. The goal is to keep the patient comfortable and support his physiological needs while giving the pancreas time to heal. Fluid therapy and dog medications to control nausea and pain are often necessary. Your veterinarian may
prescribe dog antibiotics to treat or prevent infection. Severely affected dogs may need to be hospitalized for an extended period of time and require more aggressive treatment with feeding tubes, plasma transfusion or surgery. Research has found that dogs with pancreatitis who quickly start eating dog food again have an improved prognosis.
Therefore, veterinarians aggressively use anti-nausea drugs to treat vomiting in attempt to get food into dogs with pancreatitis as soon as possible. Dog Food for Pancreatitis Most veterinarians recommend that dogs eat a highly digestible, low-fat dog food as they are recovering from pancreatitis. Dietary fat is thought to be a major stimulus for the
pancreas to secrete digestive enzymes, which may worsen pancreatic inflammation. A low-fat dog food can promote pancreatic healing while still providing all the nutrition dogs need to heal. If your dog has a history of repeated bouts of pancreatitis, your veterinarian may recommend that you continue to feed a low-fat dog food to prevent flare-ups.
Several well-respected pet food companies make dog food formulas that are specifically designed to help dogs recover from pancreatitis. Hill’'s dog foods include Hill's Prescription Diet i/d Low Fat Canned Dog Food and Hill's Prescription Diet i/d Low Fat Dry Dog Food, both of which are supplemented with omega-3 fatty acids that have been shown to
reduce inflammation. Royal Canin Veterinary Diet Gastrointestinal Low Fat Canned Dog Food and Royal Canin Veterinary Diet Gastrointestinal Low Fat Dry Dog Food also contain omega-3 fatty acids and have the least amount of fat of any canned and dry dog foods currently on the market. Purina Pro Plan Veterinary Diets EN Gastroenteric Formula
Canned Dog Food and Purina Pro Plan Veterinary Diets EN Gastroenteric Formula Dry Dog Food have higher fat contents than either the Hill’s dog foods or Royal Canin veterinary diets mentioned above, but may be an option for dogs who don’t benefit from strict fat reduction. Talk to your veterinarian for help in picking the best dog food for
pancreatitis based on the specifics of your dog’s case. Read Testimonials The New Earth Newsletter | Read All Articles Listen To Audio Programs | Begin The Free Program Find A Helper To Begin A Full Program | Read All Books NOTE: THE NEW EARTH NEWSLETTER HAS A NEW WEB ADDRESS. CLICK HERE TO REACH IT. Welcome To The
Development Science And Nutritional Balancing Website PO BOX 54, PRESCOTT, AZ 86302-0054, USA - page updated 10/16/21 Development, as we use the word, is the expansion of the human energy field. It is a life path that results in deep healing of the body and mind. Development is programmed into our DNA. However, it rarely occurs due to
malnutrition, lifestyle imbalances, and excessive toxic metals in the body. This website offers programs to promote rapid development. Nutritional balancing is a term we formerly used to describe the healing work. It is not as accurate as the word development because this healing method goes well beyond nutrition. We also teach Biblical values,
which are needed to establish and maintain any free society. We are a nutritional, developmental, medical and veterinary research foundation. DIETARY ESSENTIALS FOR DEVELOPMENT With each meal, fill 2/3 of your plate with cooked, preferred vegetables including four types of oinons, carrot, a very small thin slice of ginger root, green beans,
Brussels sprouts, daikon or white radish, a tiny piece of celery, red cabbage, and a tiny thin slice of horseradish root. For more details, read Food For Daily Use. How To Use This Website: 1) Read and learn, 2) Begin a development program, 3) Heal and develop yourself, 4) Tell others. DEVELOPMENT Introduction To Development Introduction To
The Development Program What Is The Center For Development Foundation? BEGIN A PROGRAM Begin the "free” Development Program Find A Helper To Begin A Full Development Program Read Testimonials DEVELOPMENT WEBSITES AND ARTICLES IN OTHER LANGUAGES Read Articles In Other Languages DIET Food For Daily Use Food For
Occasional Use Forbidden Food THE DETOXIFICATION PROCEDURES Articles About the pulling down exercise, reddish heat lamp therapy, coffee enemas, the spinal twist, foot reflexology, and others Recommended Companies To Buy A Reddish Heat Lamp Sauna LIFESTYLE Healthy Lifestyle HEALTH ARTICLES AND BOOKS Physical Health
Conditions Mental And Emotional Health Conditions The Women’s Section Of Articles Read All Books VALUES Articles About Religious Values and The Bible Freedom - What Is It? What Is The Political “Right Wing” Versus The “left Wing”? CONSUMER PROTECTION Warnings About Health Products And Procedures NEWS/CURRENT EVENTS The
New Earth Newsletter The News And Updates Page (older updates) THE CHILDREN’S SECTION The Highly Acclaimed Baby Manual Articles About Children And Parents Articles Of Interest To Teenagers FAMILY Articles About Family And Relationships Articles About Marriage Articles About Psychology AUDIO PROGRAMS Listen To Audio Programs
PRODUCTS Recommended Red Heat Lamp Saunas Buy Books Ozonator/Ionizer Air Purifiers ADMIN/SUPPORT Contact Us Read Testimonials Search This Site Links Policies, Terms And Conditions THE CENTER FOR DEVELOPMENT What Is The Center For Development Foundation? Donate To The Center For Development The Financial Assistance
Program ABOUT US Modern Development Pioneers About Dr. Wilson REFERENCES Hair Mineral Patterns Hair Mineral Testing References Human Hair Mineral Ideal Values, Ranges, Toxicity And Poor Eliminators For sauna references - See The Sauna Article BOOK CORRECTIONS AND UPDATES Nutritional Balancing And Hair Mineral Analysis:
The 2010 Edition, 2014 Edition, 2016 Edition Sauna Therapy Legal Guidelines For Unlicensed Practitioners Featured Articles Disclaimer. All information on this website is solely the opinion of the author and for educational purposes only. Development science and nutritional balancing are methods to reduce stress on the body. No information on
this website is intended as diagnosis, treatment, prescription or cure for any health condition. Dr. Wilson has a medical degree, and prefers to work as an unlicensed nutrition consultant. Privacy Policy, Cookie Policy, Terms And Conditions, and Refunds And Returns Policy Home | Hair Analysis | Saunas | Books | Articles | Detox Protocols Courses |
About Dr. Wilson | The Free Basic Program
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