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The term Mesopotamia comes from ancient Greek root words “meso”, meaning “middle”; and “potamos” meaning “river”. It broadly refers to the lands between the rivers Euphrates and Tigris. The region includes most of modern day Iraq; Kuwait; and parts of northern Saudi Arabia, western Iran, eastern Syria and south-eastern Turkey. Sumer, which
was first permanently settled between 5500 BCE and 4000 BCE, is the earliest known civilization of Mesopotamia. Mesopotamia, as a civilization, is considered to have ended with the fall of Babylon to Cyrus the Great of Persia in 539 BCE. The people of Mesopotamia were responsible for many “firsts” in human history. They built the first cities in the
world; came up with one of the earliest forms of writing; enacted the first comprehensive legal code; and are credited with the invention of the wheel and the chariot. Mesopotamians also laid the foundation for much of western mathematics and astronomy. Here are the 10 major achievements of the Mesopotamian civilization. Located in modern-day
southern Iraq, Sumer was the first civilization in Mesopotamia and arguably the earliest civilization in the world. Renowned expert in Sumerian history Samuel Noah Kramer has listed 39 “firsts” in human civilization that originated in Sumer. These include The First Schools, The First Bicameral Congress, The First Historian, The First Legal
Precedent, The First Pharmacopoeia, Man’s First Cosmogony and Cosmology, The First Proverbs and Sayings, The First Animal Fables, The First Literary Debates, The First Love Song, The First Library Catalogue, The First Literary Imagery, The First Sex Symbolism, The First Lullaby, The First Literary Portrait, The First Elegies and The First
Aquarium. The Sumerian city of Eridu is regarded as the first city in the world. It was founded around 5400 BC on the coast of the Persian Gulf in Southern Mesopotamia. Prehistoric people known as Ubaidians are believed to be the first civilizing force in Sumer, draining the marshes for agriculture, developing trade and establishing industries. With
time, Uruk became the most prominent city of Sumer. Among the first cities in the region, it played a leading role in urbanization and state formation in Mesopotamia during what is known as the Uruk period. Uruk’s growth made it the largest Mesopotamian settlement, in both population and area. At its height, around 2900 BC, it had a population
between 40,000 and 80,000 living in 6 km2 of walled area. This made Uruk most likely the largest city in the world at the time. Re-creation of the port at Eridu The Akkadian Empire and the Assyrian Empire of Mesopotamia were the largest empires in the world till that point. The Akkadian Empire of 23rd century BC is also considered by some as the
first empire in history as it ruled over a multi-ethnic territory through a central government. There were numerous rebellions during the reign of Sargon of Akkad and it is considered by several historians that he had the world’s first professional standing army to protect his empire from the rebellious subjects. The Assyrian Empire triumphed over
most of the powerful Mesopotamian kingdoms by 8th century BC to become one of the first superpowers of the ancient world. The phalanx formation is a famous military formation associated with Ancient Greek warfare. The earliest known depiction of a phalanx-like formation is in a Mesopotamian stele from 25th century BC. Also, since many
Mesopotamian cities were surrounded by defensive walls, they might have invented siege warfare. Map of the Assyrian Empire The most famous achievement of the Sumerian civilization of Mesopotamia is the invention of the cuneiform script around 3400 BC. Cuneiform is a Latin term meaning “wedge-shaped”. Sumerian writing developed from
pictograms but grew in sophistication and ultimately became a full-fledged writing system that could be used for creating pieces of literature as well as prayers and laws. Though it is not the oldest example of writing, cuneiform script is considered a great milestone in human history. It was used for over 3,500 years; and was adapted for writing
multiple languages including Akkadian, Hittite and Urartian. Knowledge of how to read cuneiform was lost by 2nd century AD as it was replaced by alphabetic writing. Cuneiform was re-deciphered in the 19th century with the help of the Behistun Inscription. An Akkadian inscription in cuneiform script Ur-Nammu was a Sumerian king who reigned
from around 2047 to 2030 BC. He is famous for his legal code, the Code of Ur-Nammu, which is the oldest known law code yet discovered. The most famous Mesopotamian law code is however is the Code of Hammurabi. Hammurabi (r. 1792 BC to 1750 BC)was a king of the First Babylonian Dynasty who brought almost all of Mesopotamia under
Babylonian rule. Unlike earlier Mesopotamian law code, the Code of Hammurabi was one of the first law codes to place greater emphasis on the physical punishment for the perpetrator. It contains as many as 300 laws that discuss a wide range of subjects, including homicide, assault, divorce, debt, adoption, tradesman’s fees, agricultural practices
and even disputes regarding the brewing of beer. It was also among the first codes to establish the presumption of innocence, the principle that one is considered innocent unless proven guilty. Bas-relief of Hammurabi at the United States Congress Like modern mathematics uses the decimal system based on the number 10, the Sumerians used a
sexigesimal structure that was based around groupings of 60. The Sumerian base-60 system eventually fell out of use for most purposes but it still survives in the measurements of both the hour and the minute. The Babylonian civilization of Mesopotamia developed the first ever positional number system. In a positional system, the value of a digit
depends on both the digit and its position. Positional system greatly simplifies arithmetic. In fact it is nearly impossible to do advanced mathematics with a non-positional system like the Roman Numerals. The Babylonian numeral system is considered by some as their greatest achievement in mathematics. However, the Babylonians did not have a
concept of zero or a digit for it. They instead used a space. Due to their advanced number system, the Mesopotamian civilization made great advances in mathematics. It has now been established that Greek and Hellenistic mathematicians borrowed heavily from Mesopotamia. Early Sumerian tablet with numbers The Mesopotamians had a wide
knowledge of mathematics including addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, quadratic and cubic equations, and fractions. They had formulas for figuring out the circumference and area for different geometric shapes including rectangles, circles and triangles. Apart from dividing the hour into 60 minutes and the minute into 60 seconds, they
also divided the circle into 360 degrees. Among their most spectacular mathematical achievement was their construction of tables to aid calculation. Unearthed tablets give squares of the numbers up to 59 and cubes of the numbers up to 32. If one uses formulas, a table of squares is all that is necessary to multiply numbers. As the Mesopotamians did
not have an algorithm for long division, they instead used a table of reciprocals. We still have their reciprocal tables going up to the reciprocals of numbers up to several billion. Apart from arithmetical calculations, Mesopotamian mathematicians also developed algebraic methods of solving equations. The first ever evidence of the solution of quadratic
equations is from Babylonia. A Babylonian clay tablet with interesting and important mathematical content (courtesy Yale Babylonian Collection) The Babylonian civilization of Mesopotamia occupies a pivotal place in the history of modern scientific astronomy. The Babylonians recorded astronomical observations in a meticulous way generation after
generation. In time, their huge cumulative database of past observations allowed them to apply mathematically based rules for predicting future events. The Babylonians were the first to recognize that astronomical phenomena are periodic and apply mathematics to their predictions. Apart from numerous accurate astronomical observations, other
contributions of Babylonian astronomers include the discovery of eclipse cycles and Saros cycles. The periodicity and recurrence of eclipses is governed by the Saros cycle. The Saros can thus be used to predict eclipses of the Sun and Moon. The earliest historical record of the Saros is by Babylonian astronomers. Babylonian astronomy was the basis
for much of ancient Greek mathematics and astronomy, which in turn was the historical predecessor of the scientific revolution in the west. A Babylonian Almanac mentioning future positions of the planets Though it cannot be established with certainty, it is widely believed that wheeled transport was invented in Mesopotamia. The first wheel was
invented not for transportation but to serve as porter’s wheel. It appears that potter’s wheels were in use in Mesopotamia by 3500 BCE and possibly as early as 4000 BCE. With time people figured out that wheels could be used in vehicles leading to the invention of wheeled transport. The first chariot appeared around 3200 BC in Mesopotamia. It was
not a sudden invention but gradual improvement of the earliest carriage. The chariot was the first concept of personal transportation. With time it was also used as a key technology for warfare and for ancient sports. Assyrian War Chariot The art of Mesopotamia rivaled that of Ancient Egypt as the most grand, sophisticated and elaborate in western
Eurasia from the 4th millennium BCE until the Persian conquest of Mesopotamia in 6th century BCE. Mesopotamian people created art in a number of forms including cylinder seals, sculpture (both relief and in-the-round), murals and paintings. In architecture, the main Mesopotamian accomplishments were the development of urban planning, the
courtyard house and ziggurats. The Sumerians were the first society to construct the city itself as a built form. The city was partly planned and part of its growth was organic. Considered one of the major achievements of Mesopotamian architecture, a ziggurat is a type of massive pyramidal stone structure which has the form of a terraced compound
of successively receding stories. Each ziggurat was part of a temple complex which included other buildings. Reconstruction of the Ziggurat at Ur In Sumerian writing there is a reference to a great flood. According to the Sumerian flood myth, the Gods decide to send a flood to destroy mankind. The deity Enki however warns Ziusudra, the ruler of
Shuruppak, to build a large boat to preserve the various lifeforms. A terrible storm rocks the huge boat for 7 days and 7 nights, and then Utu (the Sun god) appears. After the flood is over the animals leave the ship and the Gods give Ziusudra eternal life for “preserving the animals and the seed of mankind”. There are several other flood myths with
many similarities to the Sumerian account like the story of the Hindu king Manu in the Matsya Purana; and most famously the Genesis flood narrative in the Bible. There have been various theories to explain these flood myths including a hypothesis that a meteor crashed into the Indian Ocean around 3000-2800 BC generating a mega-tsunami that
flooded coastal lands. Exclusively authored by academics. Trusted by scholars and classrooms.High-Quality, Printable Cartographic ResourcesView Maps The Egyptians and Sumerians were two ancient civilizations that emerged around the same time in different regions of the world. Both civilizations developed complex societies and left behind
remarkable legacies. However, there were notable differences between them. The Egyptians were located in the Nile River Valley and relied heavily on the river for their agricultural practices, while the Sumerians settled in Mesopotamia and depended on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The Egyptians were known for their monumental architecture,
such as the pyramids and temples, while the Sumerians were renowned for their invention of writing, the wheel, and the first known legal code. Despite these distinctions, both civilizations made significant contributions to human history and laid the foundation for future civilizations. Ancient civilizations have always fascinated historians and
archaeologists, providing valuable insights into the development of human societies. Two prominent civilizations that emerged in the ancient world were the Egyptians and the Sumerians. Although they existed in different regions and time periods, both civilizations made significant contributions to human history. In this article, we will explore and
compare the attributes of these two remarkable civilizations.Geographical and Historical ContextThe Egyptians and Sumerians inhabited different regions of the ancient world. The Egyptians resided in the northeastern corner of Africa, along the fertile banks of the Nile River. In contrast, the Sumerians lived in Mesopotamia, the land between the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers, which is present-day Iraq. The Nile River provided the Egyptians with a reliable water source, while the Sumerians relied on the unpredictable flooding of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers for agricultural purposes.Historically, the Egyptian civilization emerged around 3100 BCE and lasted for over 3,000 years until the
conquest of Egypt by Alexander the Great in 332 BCE. On the other hand, the Sumerian civilization is considered one of the earliest civilizations, dating back to around 4500 BCE and lasting until the rise of the Akkadian Empire in 2334 BCE.Social Structure and GovernmentThe social structure of the Egyptians and Sumerians shared some similarities
but also had distinct differences. In both civilizations, a hierarchical structure prevailed, with a ruling elite at the top. However, the Egyptians had a more centralized government, with a pharaoh as the ultimate authority. The pharaoh was considered a divine ruler, believed to be the intermediary between the gods and the people. The Sumerians, on
the other hand, had a city-state system, where each city had its own ruler, known as a king or lugal.Furthermore, the Egyptians had a well-defined social hierarchy, consisting of the pharaoh, nobles, priests, scribes, artisans, and peasants. The Sumerians also had a similar social structure, with kings, priests, scribes, merchants, and farmers. However,
the Sumerians placed a greater emphasis on the role of priests in society, as they were considered the intermediaries between the gods and the people.Religion and BeliefsReligion played a central role in the lives of both the Egyptians and Sumerians. The Egyptians believed in a complex pantheon of gods and goddesses, with each deity associated
with specific aspects of life and nature. They believed in the afterlife and the importance of preserving the body through mummification. The construction of elaborate tombs, such as the pyramids, was a testament to their belief in the afterlife.Similarly, the Sumerians had a polytheistic belief system, with a pantheon of gods and goddesses. They
believed in the existence of an underworld and the immortality of the soul. However, unlike the Egyptians, the Sumerians did not focus on preserving the physical body after death. Instead, they believed that the soul would continue its existence in the underworld.Writing Systems and LiteratureBoth the Egyptians and Sumerians developed writing
systems that played a crucial role in their civilizations. The Egyptians used hieroglyphics, a system of pictorial symbols, which were initially used for religious and monumental inscriptions. Over time, hieroglyphics evolved into a more simplified script known as hieratic, which was used for everyday writing and administrative purposes.The Sumerians,
on the other hand, developed one of the earliest known writing systems called cuneiform. Cuneiform was a wedge-shaped script that was impressed onto clay tablets using a stylus. It was primarily used for record-keeping, administrative purposes, and literature. The Sumerians produced an extensive body of literature, including epic poems such as
the Epic of Gilgamesh, which is considered one of the earliest surviving works of literature.Technological AdvancementsBoth the Egyptians and Sumerians made significant technological advancements that contributed to the development of their civilizations. The Egyptians are renowned for their architectural achievements, such as the construction
of massive pyramids, temples, and tombs. They also developed advanced techniques in agriculture, including the use of irrigation systems to maximize crop production.The Sumerians, on the other hand, made remarkable advancements in various fields. They invented the wheel, which revolutionized transportation and trade. They also developed a
sophisticated system of mathematics, based on the sexagesimal numeral system, which is still used today for measuring time and angles. Additionally, the Sumerians were skilled in metallurgy, producing bronze tools and weapons.ConclusionAlthough the Egyptians and Sumerians were geographically and temporally distinct, they shared several
common attributes while also exhibiting unique characteristics. Both civilizations had complex social structures, developed writing systems, and had rich religious beliefs. The Egyptians focused on preserving the physical body for the afterlife, while the Sumerians emphasized the immortality of the soul. Technologically, the Egyptians excelled in
architecture and agriculture, while the Sumerians made significant contributions in areas such as mathematics and metallurgy.Studying these ancient civilizations allows us to appreciate the diversity of human achievements and the remarkable progress made by our ancestors. The legacies of the Egyptians and Sumerians continue to inspire and
captivate us, reminding us of the enduring impact of these ancient civilizations on our modern world. Comparisons may contain inaccurate information about people, places, or facts. Please report any issues. Share this: Facebook Twitter Reddit LinkedIn WhatsApp Ancient Egypt was the birthplace of one of the world’s first civilization, which arose
about 5,000 years ago. It emerged in the northeastern Africa near the Nile River. However, beside this, there was another civilization, Sumerian Civilization, which occurred in the southern Mesopotamian, now southeastern Iraq. This began 3,500 B.C. until 2,000 B.C. The two civilizations arose independently, and did not contact with each other, but
later on. If we compared ancient Egypt with Sumer, we maybe see some similarities and some differences. Thus, what are the similarities? and the differences? In this essay, I have divided it into three parts in term of geography, religion, and government to make it easy to understand. II. Geographic Features A. Egypt 1. The Nile River: Giver of Life
The Nile River, the longest river in the world, was considered the source of life in ancient time, as well as today in Egypt. Because of the Nile, people could live near there which was bordered by deserts on the east, south, and west, along with the Mediterranea Sea on the north. The Nile floods were predictable every year. The flooding started in July
following the rain season in central Africa. The Nile provided valuable moisture and silt, which was deposited on the fields as the waters reached. These were favorable for farming. The Egyptians also depended on the Nile as their main transportation route. Therefore, many cities developed along the river owing to its importance of farming and
transportation. 2. Natural Barriers In Egypt, it was surrounded by the Libyan and Nubian deserts, the Mediterranea Sea, and the Red River, which were the natural barriers. Egyptians lived in ancient time by protection from these barriers. There were cataracts, or waterfall, rapids, and a huge swamp in the southern Nile, which posed obstacles to
outside invaders. However, in spite of fertile narrow strip of land along the river, farmers could not plant crops in the surrounding deserts. This caused to build extensive irrigation system to carry Nile water into the deserts for farming. Farmers also drained the marshy swamps of the Nile delta. B. Sumer 1. The Fertile Crescent: Crossroads of World
The Tigris-Euphrates Valley lies in the eastern end of the Fertile Crescent, the arc-shaped strip of fertile land stretches from the Mediterranea Sea to the Persian Gulf. Because of the rich soil of the region and its crescent shape, it was called the Fertile Crescent. It also has another name, the “crossroads of world” because it commands the land routes
to three continents: Asia, Africa, and Europe. Unlike Egypt, the Fertile Crescent has few natural barriers, the Arabian and Syrian deserts, which provided less protection to early civilizations than the Libyan Desert did in Egypt. Owing to less protection, there were many minors in there, such as Asian Minor. It was very difficult to unite the area under
a single ruler because of the diversity of people. 2. Land between Two Rivers The Tigris-Euphrates Valley was called by the Greeks “Mesopotamia,” meaning “land between two rivers.” The Tigris and Euphrates River, like the Nile River in Egypt, dominated the lives of the people in Mesopotamia. Unlike the Nile, the Tigris and Euphrates floods are
unpredictable, but it was known that in the spring or early summer, melting snows from the mountains sometimes caused the river to overflow. These caused enormous damage to farms, villages, and animals and sometimes drowned many people. In summer, sometimes it was suffered droughts and hot winds, which could turn fertile land to dust,
shrivel crops, and cause famine. However, the two rivers provided the trade routes to Mesopotamia people, which made the cities wealthy and powerful. Silts from the floods were also goods for farming. Because of floods year after year, it made the delta in the lower Mesopotamia a maze of swamps and marshlands. The people needed an intricate
network of dikes and cannels to drain the swamps and channel the water to farmland. III. Religions B. Religion in Egypt 1. Nature-Connected and Polytheistic The Egyptian’s beliefs in gods and goddesses reflected the importance of nature in their lives and every human activity. The Egyptian people thought that the forces of nature were controlled by
differences deities. It was depended on the mood of deities, giving good harvests or causing crops to die. They also believed that the deities had the power of life and death over everyone. Egyptians were polytheistic. In each city and town, people worshiped their own special god. Sometimes, they identified some gods with animals such as cats. The
main god was the sun god, Amon-Re. The most important goddess was Isis, representing the devoted mother and wife. Her husband, Osiris, ruled over vegetation and the death, so Egyptian farmers gave special attention to Osiris, the god of the Nile. They also believed that the east, where the sun rose, symbolized the birth to Egyptians and the west,
where the sun set, represented death. Most ancient Egyptians prayed at home because the temples didn’t offer regular services for people. Each temple was either regarded as the home of deity or dedicated to a dead king. The main priest’s job was to serve the deity or king, who was represented by a status in the temple. The king reigning at that
time was considered the chief priest of Egypt. 2. Life after Death The ancient Egyptians thought that after death they could enjoy their lives because believed that in the afterlife people were happy, well fed, and busy with the same activities they had done in life. This belief sometimes led to much preparation for the death and burial. For example,
there was the construction of pyramids and other great tombs for kings and queens. For others, there were smaller tombs. They also filled the tombs with the treasures, furniture, and food they thought they would need in the afterlife. Egyptians believed that the bodies of the dead had to be preserved as a home for the soul in the afterlife. For this
reason, therefore, they used mummification, a process that preserved the body of the death. The mummy was put in the tombs. A number of Egyptian mummies have survived to the present day. Scientists used these mummies to examine many health problems and causes of death among ancient Egyptians. Religion in Sumer 1. Leaders as
Representatives of Gods Each city-state worshipped its own god or goddess as well as other gods. Firstly, military leaders were not the priests for the gods. Then gradually they replaced priests as rulers of Sumerian city-states. Indeed, the Sumerian did not worship their rulers as gods, but they thought that their kings were the gods’ representative
on earth. However, they spoke directly with gods and the people, so Sumerian kings commended absolute obedience. 2. Polytheistic Sumerian religion was polytheistic because the Sumerians believed in and worshiped other gods in addition to the god of their city-state. These gods were incredibly powerful and anthropomorphic, that is, they
resembled humans. The gods were creator gods as a group, a council of gods and goddesses; they had created the world and people in it. Each god had a specific rank or place within this council. Many of these gods controlled natural forces. For example, they believed that winter, the season of huger and hardship, occurred when the god Dumuzi
died and descended into the underworld. In Egypt, people believed the gods were kindly, but in Sumer, fear of nature disasters and invasions probably caused by the gods whom people made something wrong to. The gods would punish them by sending floods or famine. Unlike Egyptian people, who believed in the afterlife they would be happy, in
Sumer people expected to descend forever into a dark underworld, a huge cave filled with nothing but dust and silence. IV. Governments Egyptian Government Kings ruling Egypt were called the king Pharaoh, which came from words that meant great house in Egyptian. The Egyptians believed that each of their kings was the god Horus in human
form, which helped strengthen the authority of the kings. The position of king was inherited, which passed to the eldest son of the king’s chief wife. The government structure of ancient Egypt involved other officials, including Viziers, army commanders, chief treasures, the minister of public works, and tax collectors, all of whom answered directly to
pharaoh. Taxation existed under the government of Egypt, though mostly in the way goods and labor. Skilled workers paid taxes in the goods or services they produced. Citizen was levied the taxes in labor, when government needed the troops and government workers. For purpose of local government ancient Egypt was divided into 42 provinces
called nomes, which were governed by officials known as nomarch. In each nome there were courts and in the capital there was a high court. Most of the cases were judged by Viziers, but in case of sentence to death, it was judged by Kings. Earlier, Egypt had a small army of food soldiers equipped with spears. Later, the army was built up in a large
scale. It included trained soldiers, horse-drawn chariots, and navy soldiers. Sumerian Government: City-State Government Land in Sumer was divided into 3 parts, all of which were owned by the gods. Land was farmed for the gods. The crops were used as storage for famine times, and to trade for foreign goods. Land was farmed to produce food for
priests and temple staff. Land was rented by the citizens to grow food for themselves. The kingdoms of Sumer were organized into city-states, which were ruled by kings as the gods. Kings were assisted by priests, scribes, and nobles. Priests collected taxes, designed and supervised the building of irrigation canals and decided cases of justice. Scribes
measured land into square units and decided taxes to be paid. They also kept accounts of foreign goods unloaded from ships. Before 3500 BCE priests ruled Sumer. They attended the gods who really ruled. Until 3000 BCE kings were elected to a temporary ruling position only in times of crisis when it had war or famine. After 3000 BCE the position of
king was no longer an elected office, but was hereditary. Lawmaking in Sumer was performed by a two-house legislature (bicameral), who enforced the laws. Upper House was composed of elders, while Lower House was composed of free male citizens, who were also the soldiers. The Sumerian city-state supervised the building and maintenance of
dikes and canals in the surrounding farmlands. V. Conclusion To cut the long story short, there were some similarities between ancient Egyptian and Sumerian Civilizations. In term of geography feature, the two arose near the river thank to the agriculture and trade. The people of the both nation were polytheistic and born for serving the gods and
goddesses. About the both societies, they had the similarity of social classes: king, priests, scribes, nobles, and normal citizens. Meanwhile, many differences have found between the both civilizations. Natural barriers and the interpretation of great flood were quite different. The most important point that we should notice was the belief in the
afterlife. The Egyptian thought the afterlife in positive way, but the Sumerian thought gloomy. Moreover, Egyptian government was led by only Pharaoh, while in Sumer there were many independent city-states led by their own kings. Share this: Facebook Twitter Reddit LinkedIn WhatsApp Sumerians vs Egyptians The Sumerians and the Egyptians
were both great civilizations that flourished in antiquity around the same time and were among the first nomadic groups to settle in the one place ‘“ the cradle of civilization. While many lay people have at least a perfunctory knowledge of the ancient Egyptians, the Sumerians, perhaps unfairly, are less known to the general population. The Sumerians
were a people who settled on the flood plains of the mighty Tigris and Euphrates Rivers around 4000 B.C in what is today part of Iraq. Ancient Egyptian society had taken shape on the nutrient rich banks of the Nile River. While both the Sumerians and the Egyptians chose to settle in fertile river plains and developed sophisticated agriculture, religion
and political systems, there are also many differences between the two groups and the key features of their ways of life. Sumerian religion was based around the worship of four life giving deities ‘“ the god of heaven, the goddess of earth, the god of air and the god of water. In the Egyptian pantheon there were around 2000 recognized gods and
goddesses. In Egypt the pharaoh was worshipped as a living god, but Sumerian society was not a theocracy. Another difference between the Sumerians and the Egyptians is the way they approached death and prepared for the afterlife. The Egyptians were reasonably well protected from attack and thus lived lives that embraced the future and they
made grand preparations for their passage into the afterlife. In contrast the Sumerians were vulnerable to attack and lived a much more volatile existence. Their funerary rites were uncomplicated for their passage into the afterlife. The Sumerians were one of the first peoples to develop a system of writing. Their writing system was called cuneiform
and was named after the wedge shaped writing implement used. It was etched onto clay tablets, which were then fired in kilns to make the writing last. The Egyptians developed hieroglyphics, which were a very different style of recording information and they also wrote on papyrus made from reeds. Papyrus was cheaper and easier to produce than
clay tablets, which resulted in vast record keeping capabilities with the Egyptians. The differences in geography between the two civilizations led to the development of different writing technology. When comparing the technological advances of the two great civilizations Mesopotamia’s is more impressive. This is probably due to the fact that the
surrounding environment of the Sumerians was harsher and more difficult to predict and manage. Sumerian and Egyptian governments were quite different. Egyptian government tended to be more authoritarian with absolute power residing with the pharaoh; however in Sumer the city-state politics allowed for more input from nobles acting as
councils. Summary: 1.Both were great ancient civilizations 2.The Egyptians had more complex funerary ceremonies and afterlife mythology than the Sumerians 3.Both peoples developed complex, but different writing systems for the purpose of record keeping. 4.The Sumerians had more technological advancements than the Egyptians. 5. Egyptian
government was more authoritarian than Sumerian government. Facebook Email Twitter Print Email This Post : If you like this article or our site. Please spread the word. Share it with your friends/family. As an Ecotourism Specialist, I am often asked about the oldest civilizations in the world. One of the most common questions I receive is whether
the Sumerian civilization or the Egyptian civilization is older. Today, I am here to clarify this question and provide some fascinating insights into these ancient cultures. The Sumerian civilization emerged around 4500 BCE in the region between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, a territory known as Mesopotamia, which is modern-day southern Iraq. On
the other hand, ancient Egyptian civilization developed along the Nile River in northeastern Africa, and it is typically dated to have emerged around 3100 BCE, making it slightly younger than Sumer. What Came Before the Sumerians? Before the Sumerians, there were prehistoric people who lived in the region, and they have been termed the “Proto-
Euphrateans” or “Ubaidians.” These pre-Sumerian people are thought to have evolved from the Samarra culture of northern Mesopotamia. So, while the Sumerians were one of the earliest known civilizations, they were not the first people to inhabit the region. Which Civilization is Older: Sumerian or Egyptian? Mesopotamia, where the Sumerian
civilization thrived, is generally considered to be older than Ancient Egypt. Mesopotamian civilization is believed to have emerged around 3500 BCE, while Ancient Egypt is thought to have begun around 3100 BCE. This makes Mesopotamia approximately 400-500 years older than Ancient Egypt. However, it’s important to note that both civilizations
emerged around the same time and were contemporaries. Who Was Older Than the Egyptians? If we follow a rigorous definition of civilization, which includes written language, monumental architecture, centralized government, and agriculture, the only civilization that predates Egypt is Sumer. However, both Sumerian and Egyptian civilizations
emerged at a similar time in human history and shared many cultural developments. The Significance of Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia Ancient Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt are among the oldest civilizations in human history. Ancient Egyptian civilization began in Africa along the Nile River and lasted over 3,000 years from 3150 BCE to 30 BCE.
Ancient Mesopotamia’s civilization began between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, near modern-day Iraq. These civilizations made significant contributions to human history. They developed complex systems of writing, created impressive architecture and infrastructure, and made advancements in fields such as mathematics, astronomy, and
medicine. The legacies of these ancient civilizations continue to fascinate and captivate people from all over the world. Other Oldest Civilizations in the World While Sumer and Egypt are considered among the oldest civilizations, there are several other ancient civilizations that emerged around the same time. These include the Indus Valley
Civilization, which flourished in present-day Pakistan and northwest India, and the Chinese Civilization, which may date back as far as 7,000 years. The Mesopotamian civilization, Indus Valley Civilization, and Egyptian civilization are just a few examples of the earliest recorded civilizations in human history. Each of these civilizations had unique
cultural, economic, and social characteristics that contributed to their development and left a lasting impact on the world. Conclusion In conclusion, the Sumerian civilization is generally considered older than the Egyptian civilization. However, both civilizations emerged at a similar time in history and made significant contributions to human
development. As an Ecotourism Specialist, I find it fascinating to explore the rich histories and cultural legacies of these ancient civilizations. Understanding their origins and achievements helps us appreciate the diversity and complexity of human civilization throughout the ages. FAQs 1. Are the Pyramids 10,000 years old? Archaeologists believe
that the Giza Pyramids were built between 2589 and 2504 BC, making them around 4,500 years old, not 10,000 years. 2. Were the ancient Sumerians and Akkadians black? The ancient Sumerians and Akkadians likely had skin tones similar to the current population of the region—darker than Europeans and lighter than sub-Saharan Africans. 3. Who
is older than the Sumerians? Mesopotamian Civilization, Indus Valley Civilization, and Egyptian civilization are some of the oldest civilizations that predate the Sumerians. 4. Did the Sumerians and Egyptians exist at the same time? The Sumerians settled in Mesopotamia before the Egyptians emerged as a united civilization, and their civilizations
coexisted during overlapping time periods. 5. What came before Egyptian times? Before the emergence of ancient Egyptian civilization, enigmatic Neolithic peoples flourished between 9,300 and 4,000 BCE. 6. What civilization existed 12,000 years ago? Between 12,000 and 8,300 BCE, during the Mesolithic Period, people settled in more permanent
communities and engaged in intensive hunting and gathering. 7. Which civilization is 5,000 years old? Several historical urban centers, including Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus Valley, and China, claim to be the cradle of all civilizations and can be dated back to approximately 5,000 years ago. 8. Were Egyptians influenced by Sumerians? It is thought
that the Egyptian hieroglyphs were influenced by the Sumerian script, and the general idea of expressing language in writing may have been brought to Egypt from Sumerian Mesopotamia. From Nammu and An to Nanna and Utu, the Sumerians, who lived in ancient Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq) around 4,000 to 2,000 BCE, had a rich pantheon of
gods and goddesses that played important roles in their religious beliefs and daily life. With more than 3,000 Sumerian gods and goddesses, the pantheon is immense. But of this massive group, a few stand out in their significance to Sumerian religion and mythology. One of the most highly regarded female deities in early Mesopotamian religion,
Nammugave birth to An and Ki — the gods of heaven and earth. She was the embodiment of the primeval sea, which played a major part in the creation of the world and was also considered the mother goddess. The symbol that denotes her name is the same as the one used to designate Engur, her mate, and the personification of the mythical
underground freshwater ocean known as Abzu. It is believed that Nammu held greater importance in earlier times, but as there are no written records of those times, this is impossible to say with certainty. In later times, Engur was essentially superseded by Enki, the Sumerian god of water, wisdom, and crafts. One version of the myth states that
when Enlil proposed the idea of creating humans to Nammu, she told him that she could make such beings with the help of Enki — who was also her son. Another version attributes the idea to Nammu herself. Either way, she went on to enlist the help of Enki to create a clay figurine in the image of the gods themselves. She then proceeded to turn it
into a living, breathing human with the help of seven goddesses including Ninmah, who played the role of a midwife. An, the Sumerian deity who ruled heaven, was the most important god, and the most important deity, in the religion overall. Despite his position in the mythological hierarchy of this ancient civilization, there are almost no surviving
visual depictions of him, and written ones are vague and inconsistent. The only consistent aspect of any visual portrayals is his symbol, which was a horned cap. The god of heaven or the sky, he was also the patron god of the city of Uruk. Essentially the supreme lord of all the gods and mortals according to Mesopotamian religion. READ MORE: City
Gods from Around the World An was said to be both the brother and husband of Ki, the goddess of the Earth and was at some points considered the de facto father of all creation. In some cases, he was denoted as a consort of Nammu. An took control of heaven and separated the sky from the Earth when Enlil came between him and Ki, allowing for
the creation of the universe. Unlike the modern idea of heaven, Sumerian heaven was essentially the sky, which was where some gods lived. This included the aforementioned air god Enlil, air goddess Ninlil, moon god Nanna, and sun god Utu. His other children, depending on the version of the myth, were Enki, Nikikurga, Nidaba, Baba, and even
Inanna and Kumarbi. The highest echelon of gods in the Sumerian religion was known as the Anunnaki. The group consisted of 7 gods: An, Enlil, Enki, Ki/Ninhursag, Nanna, Utu, and Inanna. Named after the Earth itself, Ki was a direct descendant of Nammu. Together with An, she created a portion of the vegetation of the planet and also gave birth to
Enlil and the other gods collectively known as the Annunaki. After being separated from An by the former, Ki stayed on Earth to rule over the domain. She later married her son Enlil, and the two proceeded to create all the plants and animals on the planet. She was also a consort to Enki at some point and had three children: Ninurta, Ashgi, and
Panigingarra. Although she is referenced at length in Sumerian myth, there are some who doubt her status as a deity as there are not very many references to her in the ancient records. There was also no cult formed to worship her, and it is said that she is the same entity as the goddesses Ninmah, Ninhursag, and Nintu, among others. According to
an ancient seal, she was pictured as a woman with long arms wearing traditional garb and a horned helmet. Whether a deity or not, she played a major role in creating the universe as well as humans and human civilization. Her temples were found in Nippur, Mari, and in several other places under different names. The god of air, rain, storms, and
even the Earth, Enlil may have created life by mating with his mother, but he later married the goddess Ninlil, with whom he birthed the gods Ninurta, Nanna, and Utu, among others. The patron deity of the city of Nippur was given the names “father,” “creator,” “lord,” “the great mountain,” “raging storm,” and “king of the foreign lands.” Enlil’s
importance was immense as he was said to be the being that granted kingship to kings, and the force behind most of the aspects of the universe. In fact, legends spoke of how he had Nanna and Utu illuminate the sky after being unhappy about the darkness in his heavenly home. The clash in tone between his names is not an outlier. Numerous ancient
texts describe him as an aggressive, antagonistic god, while others have him down as a kind, friendly, and benevolent being who protected Sumerians. The latter descriptions are supported by a tale of how Enlil and Enki ordered the gods Labar and Ashnan to Earth in order to give cattle and grain to their inhabitants. Followers of the cult in his name
worshiped him at the temple of Ekur, a word which translates roughly to “mountain house.” To this day, the ruins of the temple still stand. A small statuette of Enlil which shows him as a bearded man sitting on a throne was found in Nippur. Despite Enlil’s symbol having been a horned crown, no horns can be seen in this instance — although that is
likely to be a result of thousands of years of damage. One of the four gods to whom creation was attributed, Enki was primarily the god of fresh water and was said to have filled the Tigris and Euphrates rivers with both water and marine life. READ MORE: Who Invented Water? History of the Water Molecule As a result, he was visually depicted as a
bearded man in the typical garb of the time — complete with a horned hat — sitting down, with flowing streams and fish around him. Unlike most major gods, Enki did not live in heaven, Earth, or the Netherworld; he lived in the Abzu. Enki’s primary consort was Ki, but in this case, she was always referred to as Ninhursag. He also had relationships
with Damkina, and Ninsar and Ninkurra — who were his daughters. He was a father to three other children as well — Marduk, Uttu, and Ninti. Although some other gods had a relatively higher share of support as far as surviving records testify, Enki’s contribution to legends was perhaps just as significant, if not more. Dabbling in all kinds of
knowledge, art, crafting, magic, and spells, Enki — also known as the god Ea later on — was involved in almost every brainy aspect of life in ancient Mesopotamia. READ MORE: The Cradle of Civilization: Mesopotamia and the First Civilizations In fact, Sumerian poetry referred to him as being greatly concerned with human civilization as a whole. As
the patron god of the city of Eridu, Enki’s job was to imbue the ruler of the land with knowledge, skill, and intelligence. However, he was far from being autonomous, as his actions were almost entirely dictated by Enlil, with Enki being something of an agent of execution. Unlike Enlil, however, Enki was almost always nice to humans, appearing to be
wiser and more peaceful than his master. Some sources also say that it was not Enki, but Abzu itself that was worshiped by the people of Eridu as the personification of the freshwater supply. While Nammu may have been considered to be higher up in earlier forms of the religion, the Sumerian goddess Inanna was unquestionably the most important
female deity in the history of ancient Mesopotamia, and one of the most revered goddesses from all ancient civilizations. Said to be in control of female fertility, sexual love, reproduction, and war, she was a catalyst of both life and death, showering the civilization with blessings when pleased. Daughter to Enlil and the twin sister of Utu, she had
another sibling called Ereshkigal, who was the goddess in charge of the Netherworld. She was also a patron of Uruk, where she was later known as Ishtar in the Babylonian version of events. Other cult centers of renown include Agade and Nineveh. One of the key points to her story was her love affair with Dumuzi, the god of shepherds, and how she
ended up being the cause of his demise. As the myth goes, she allowed the demons of the underworld to take him after he failed to show a satisfactory level of sadness upon her own descent into the Nether realm. However, she also felt pity later on and allowed him to join her in heaven for half a year — albeit at the expense of having his sister replace
him for the duration. This myth nicely rounds up Inanna’s personality: lustful, violent, and vengeful. She was known to accompany her favorite king in battle in the shape of the planet Venus, the morning star, or the evening star. READ MORE: Venus: The Mother of Rome and Goddess of Love and Fertility As a result, her symbol was always a star with
either eight or six points, and because Venus disappears from view thanks to its closeness to the sun, Sumerians linked the two appearances of the planet with the dichotomy in Inanna’s personality. In an ancient seal that dates back to the period, Inanna was depicted to have several weapons ready on her back, a horned helmet, wings, and with her
foot on a lion whose leash she was holding. The goddess was also said to have crafted a set of legislations that shaped the code of law and etiquette in the area. Of the four planes of existence in Sumerian mythos, the Netherworld, otherwise known as Kigal or Irkalla, was by far the most depressing. Inhabited by demons, gods, and the dead, it was
ruled by the goddess of death and gloom — Ereshkigal. The goddess was married to Nergal, the war god and the god of death, and disease. She was older than her more lively sister Inanna, hated her passionately, and was a stone-cold queen who enforced the law that no one could leave the underworld without leaving a replacement behind. When
Inanna visited the Netherworld, Ereshkigal had her stripped naked by the time she crossed the seven gates of hell, and proceeded to change her into a corpse. However, Inanna had planned for this in advance, telling her vizier Ninshubur to inform the greater gods in the event that she did not return on time. Although the gods Nanna and Enlil
refused to come to her aid, good old Enki sprang into action and tried to have Inanna extracted from the Nether realm. However, this would be impossible to do without leaving behind a replacement, and it was then that Inanna chose Dumuzi to stay in her stead, upset that he had not mourned her loss enough. Unlike Ereshkigal, the healing goddess
of Sumer had a much brighter reputation in the region. Gula was also known as Ninisina, Nintinuga, Ninkarrak, and Meme. She was referred to as the patroness of doctors and was said to be in possession of medical equipment such as scalpels, herbal medicine, and bandages. It is unclear as to who her husband was, but it was either the god of war
Ninurta, or the god of plants Abu. With either or each of them, she birthed Damu and Ninazu, both gods of healing. The minor god Damu also had the power to drive demons away and had many a Sumerian poem written about him. Gula was also known to be the goddess of dogs and other animals, and this is immortalized in depictions of her with a
dog carved into a boundary stone dating from the period. Her popularity saw a spike in the early days of Babylon, eventually going on to become the foremost healing deity for the civilization. Gula’s cult center was Umma, but her popularity stretched to Adab, Nippur, Lagash, Uruk, and Ur. Her primary temples were called Esabad and Egalmabh.
Different from many other major pantheistic societies, such as the ancient Egyptians or the ancient Aztecs, the chief astral god of the Sumerians wasn’t the sun god, but the moon god Nanna — otherwise known as Sin. READ MORE: 35 Ancient Egyptian Gods and Goddesses and The 23 Most Important Aztec Gods and Goddesses The offspring of air
deities Enlil and Ninlil, Nanna was responsible for bringing light to the dark sky, which was said to be divided into three domes over a flat Earth with each dome made of a precious substance. He scattered stars and planets around the sky, and together with his wife Ningal, gave birth to Inanna and her twin brother Utu. It is said that Enlil himself
betrothed the two divine beings. Strangely, Nanna was also considered to be the god of cattle because their horns resembled the crescent moon. Nanna was also the father of the fire god Nusku and one of Enlil’s trusted ministers. Like his son Utu, Nanna was determined to be a judge of good and bad due to his all-seeing position. A patron deity of Ur,
Nanna’s main temple was Ekishnugal, which was rebuilt or restored many times by different rulers. Other establishments dedicated to him were the temple Kurigalzu I and a ziggurat called Elugalgalgasisa. His cult featured princesses as priestesses, who were given residence in a building called a Gipar. There is even evidence of cults that
considered Nanna to be the primary god. Nanna was depicted as a bearded man sitting on a throne with a symbolic crescent moon in the sky. Utu was the personification of the brilliance and warmth of the sun — unfailing and perpetual. With his life-giving energies, Utu also helped plants grow. The sun god’s appearance was similar to those of other
important deities of the region, with a knife and some rays of fire differentiating him from his peers. Utu was Nanna’s son and Inanna’s twin brother, but he was not as ardently worshiped as other Sumerian gods. The god was later known as Shamash. Utu was also known as the god of truth and justice because he was deemed to be able to see
everything from his vantage point. He was one of the rare unilaterally “good” gods who oversaw the maintaining of law and order in the land, and he was said to protect what was good and banish evil. Utu had one child — a daughter named Mamu who was one of many goddesses who presided over the realm of dreams. Utu’s chief place of worship
was at Sippar, with the temple being called the White House. There were many notable differences between most modern religions and Sumerian religion apart from polytheism. While most religions today are firmly rooted in the idea of a perennial god who transcends the very concept of time, the Sumerians believed that their primary gods came
from the union between the goddess Nammu — the Sumerian goddess of what was considered the “primordial sea” or salt water bodies — and her partner Engur, who was not a deity but a personification of what was assumed to be an underground ocean of freshwater called the Abzu or Apsu. These entities gave birth to An, the god of the “sky”
which doubled as heaven, and Ki, who represented the Earth. An and Ki then proceeded to mate and birthed Enlil. Enlil was known as the god of rain, wind, and storm, and it was he who separated heaven from Earth and made way for life as we know it, also becoming the god of the Earth in the process. However, it wasn’t just heaven and Earth; there
was also the Netherworld or Kur, which was a bleak, dark, underground version of Earth that was home to every deceased soul regardless of their actions on the living plane. It is important to remember that records from that long ago are often unreliable and that there is plenty of overlap between deities as to what they are gods or goddesses of. For
example, although Engur was the original personification of the Abzu, it was later declared that Enki, who was something of a stepson to him, was in charge of all water, and even later, the Abzu was deemed a deity in and of itself in the Babylonian version of events. One of the most stark examples of Sumerian religion being different from modern
ones is the sheer humanness of ancient Mesopotamian gods. Sumerian myth dictates that while almost every Sumerian god was a powerful being with supernatural abilities at their disposal, they were far from being the kind of omnipotent, supreme deities we have become accustomed to thanks to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. READ MORE: How
Did Christianity Spread: Origins, Expansion, and Impact No deity in the Sumerian pantheon of gods was above making mistakes, and these errors and lapses of judgment were often regarded as parabolic lessons. Additionally, these deities were depicted to either be human in form or, at the very least, anthropomorphic. They also required food, water,
and shelter much like the people who worshiped them. However, they were gigantic in size and caused humans to feel a physical unease and fear should one look at them. It wasn’t just their powers that separated them from humans, though. Members of the Mesopotamian pantheon were immortal, and as long as they were above the Netherworld,
had an “aura” about them called melammu, which was described as a glow that instantly distinguished them from mere mortals. Moreover, they were also meant to live leisurely lives and be treated as whimsical masters at best, ominously present just beyond sight and sound as temperamental overseers to humans. There was no ‘fair’ system of
karmic give-and-take as there appeared in later religions — the average Mesopotamian god could grant a difficult wish or take a life as they pleased, even if the person in question had been a devout worshiper and a good human being. Such inconsistencies were also common when it came to what a god was the god of, with multiple gods being in
charge of one aspect of the cosmos, and a singular deity’s purview changing over the course of time. Another interesting concept that was common in the Sumerian civilization was that of patron deities. Each of their major cities worshiped a different god as their chief local deity. For example, the people of Uruk revered the god An and the goddess
Inanna, while the residents of Nippur considered Enlil to be their patron deity, and Eridu saw Enki being held as the most important. This was not done at random, however, as the patron deity of a city defined its strength and significance in the region, and the god of a city ascended the ranks in mythology in accordance with the rise of the city itself.
Thus, the events in the Mesopotamian pantheon were inextricably linked to those in the real-world realm that spawned the lore. Worshipers of each city would go to the main temple to pay their respects to the main god. These temples began as little more than elaborate buildings, but as construction became more advanced, they were transformed
into massive ziggurats, Babylonian pyramids, and home to religious traditions and celebrations. Sumerians vs Egyptians The Sumerians and the Egyptians were both great civilizations that flourished in antiquity around the same time and were among the first nomadic groups to settle in the one place ‘“ the cradle of civilization. While many lay people
have at least a perfunctory knowledge of the ancient Egyptians, the Sumerians, perhaps unfairly, are less known to the general population. The Sumerians were a people who settled on the flood plains of the mighty Tigris and Euphrates Rivers around 4000 B.C in what is today part of Iraq. Ancient Egyptian society had taken shape on the nutrient rich
banks of the Nile River. While both the Sumerians and the Egyptians chose to settle in fertile river plains and developed sophisticated agriculture, religion and political systems, there are also many differences between the two groups and the key features of their ways of life. Sumerian religion was based around the worship of four life giving deities ‘“
the god of heaven, the goddess of earth, the god of air and the god of water. In the Egyptian pantheon there were around 2000 recognized gods and goddesses. In Egypt the pharaoh was worshipped as a living god, but Sumerian society was not a theocracy. Another difference between the Sumerians and the Egyptians is the way they approached



death and prepared for the afterlife. The Egyptians were reasonably well protected from attack and thus lived lives that embraced the future and they made grand preparations for their passage into the afterlife. In contrast the Sumerians were vulnerable to attack and lived a much more volatile existence. Their funerary rites were uncomplicated for
their passage into the afterlife. The Sumerians were one of the first peoples to develop a system of writing. Their writing system was called cuneiform and was named after the wedge shaped writing implement used. It was etched onto clay tablets, which were then fired in kilns to make the writing last. The Egyptians developed hieroglyphics, which
were a very different style of recording information and they also wrote on papyrus made from reeds. Papyrus was cheaper and easier to produce than clay tablets, which resulted in vast record keeping capabilities with the Egyptians. The differences in geography between the two civilizations led to the development of different writing technology.
When comparing the technological advances of the two great civilizations Mesopotamia’s is more impressive. This is probably due to the fact that the surrounding environment of the Sumerians was harsher and more difficult to predict and manage. Sumerian and Egyptian governments were quite different. Egyptian government tended to be more
authoritarian with absolute power residing with the pharaoh; however in Sumer the city-state politics allowed for more input from nobles acting as councils. Summary: 1.Both were great ancient civilizations 2.The Egyptians had more complex funerary ceremonies and afterlife mythology than the Sumerians 3.Both peoples developed complex, but
different writing systems for the purpose of record keeping. 4.The Sumerians had more technological advancements than the Egyptians. 5. Egyptian government was more authoritarian than Sumerian government. Facebook Email Twitter Print Email This Post : If you like this article or our site. Please spread the word. Share it with your
friends/family.



