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They	may	sound	strange	and	technical,	but	diphthongs	are	a	part	of	everyday	English.	Therefore,	being	able	to	pronounce	these	blended	vowel	sounds	is	crucial	if	you	want	to	be	a	fluent	speaker.Are	you	struggling	to	say	them	correctly?	Dont	worry	our	diphthongs	list	featuring	common	examples,	pronunciation	guides,	and	learning	tips	can	help	you
master	these	tricky	sounds	quickly.	So,	scroll	down	if	you	want	to	start	pronouncing	diphthongs	like	a	pro!	A	diphthong	is	a	blend	of	two	vowel	sounds	within	a	single	syllable,	requiring	a	glide	from	one	sound	to	another.	Examples	include	ai	in	rain,	ea	in	fear,	and	oi	in	coin.	Derived	from	the	Greek	word	meaning	two	sounds,	a	diphthong	is	a	blend	of
two	vowel	sounds	in	a	single	syllable.	Unlike	a	monophthong,	which	is	a	straightforward	vowel	sound,	you	have	to	glide	from	one	vowel	sound	to	another	within	the	same	syllable	to	articulate	a	diphthong.	This	is	why	theyre	tricky	to	get	right.	Ready	to	see	these	sounds	in	action	and	learn	how	to	pronounce	them	correctly?	Then	view	our	diphthongs
list	that	features	all	eight	sounds,	examples,	and	their	unique	pronunciation	using	the	International	Phonetic	Alphabet	(IPA).	The	/a/	diphthong	is	a	journey	from	a	wide,	open-mouthed	position	to	a	more	rounded,	closed	one.	Its	often	represented	by	ow	or	ou.	This	diphthong	is	dynamic,	starting	with	a	broad	sound	like	a	in	cat	and	gliding	into	a	sound
similar	to	oo	in	food.	Clown	[klan]Drought	[drat]Outfit	[atft]Prowl	[pral]Thousand	[aznd]	This	diphthong	starts	with	an	open-mouthed	ah	sound	and	swiftly	moves	to	a	relaxed	ee	sound.	Its	a	frequent	and	lively	sound	in	the	language,	appearing	in	various	spellings,	such	as	i,	y,	igh,	and	ie.	Sky	[ska]Crying	[kra]Bright	[brat]Tied	[tad]Island	[alnd]	The	//
diphthong	combines	a	rounded,	mid-mouth	aw	sound	with	a	sharp	ee.	Its	a	playful	and	distinct	sound,	often	spelled	with	oy	or	oi.	Joy	[]Annoy	[n]Oyster	[.str]Employ	[mpl]Foil	[fl]	/o/	is	a	blend	of	a	mid-mouth	o	sound	and	a	pursed-lip	oo.	Its	versatile	in	spelling,	appearing	as	ow,	oa,	or	o,	followed	by	a	consonant	and	e.	This	diphthong	is	smooth	and
elongated.	Snow	[sno]Road	[rod]Below	[blo]Throw	[ro]Coarse	[krs]	Starting	with	an	eh	sound	and	gliding	into	a	brief	ee,	the	/e/	diphthong	is	commonly	written	as	ai,	ay,	or	e	before	a	consonant.	This	diphthong	adds	a	bright,	open	quality	to	words.	Stay	[ste]Break	[brek]They	[e]Obey	[be]Display	[dsple]	This	diphthong	often	begins	with	a	subtle	y
sound,	followed	by	oo	as	in	food.	Its	typically	written	as	u,	ue,	eu,	or	ew.	Tune	[tjun]Student	[stjudnt]Few	[fju]Resume	[rzjum]Beauty	[bjuti]	Combining	a	relaxed	ih	sound	and	a	brief	er	sound,	the	/r/	diphthong	often	appears	before	r	or	l.	It	is	generally	spelled	as	ee,	ea,	or	a	single	e.	Pier	[pr]Serious	[sris]Material	[mtril]Sphere	[sfr]	The	/er/	diphthong
starts	with	an	eh	sound	and	transitions	into	a	subtle	er.	Its	typically	spelled	as	ai,	a,	or	ea	before	an	r.	Stay	[ste]Break	[brek]They	[e]Obey	[be]Display	[dsple]There	you	have	it	various	common	examples	of	diphthongs	and	their	phonetical	pronunciations.	The	next	step?	Learn	how	to	master	the	pronunciation	of	these	tricky	sounds.	Here	are	some
effective	strategies	to	help	you	master	diphthongs:	Immerse	yourself	in	the	language	by	listening	to	native	speakers	converse	in	films	and	Netflix	shows	and	then	imitating	the	pronunciation	of	words	featuring	diphthongs	out	loud.Another	excellent	option	is	to	speak	with	natives,	as	practice	makes	perfect.	Not	long	ago,	finding	native	English	speakers
to	chat	with	would	have	been	difficult	if	you	didnt	live	in	an	international	city.But	now,	you	can	find	a	language	partner	on	websites	like	MyLanguageExchange.	Be	careful,	though,	as	some	members	use	these	websites	to	find	love	online	instead	of	sharpening	their	language	skills.For	a	more	professional	experience,	you	can	take	English	speaking
classes	online	with	platforms	like	Preply.	All	you	need	is	a	stable	internet	connection	and	a	laptop,	tablet,	or	smartphone	to	hone	your	skills	from	the	comfort	of	your	own	home	or	in	your	favorite	caf.	Look	for	some	digital	help.	Dont	know	where	to	start?	Then	check	out	our	list	of	the	best	apps	to	learn	English.	These	platforms	provide	audio	examples
and	interactive	pronunciation	exercises,	enhancing	your	learning	experience.	Also,	there	are	plenty	of	excellent	websites	to	learn	English	the	key	is	to	find	various	resources	that	resonate	with	your	learning	style	and	keep	you	engaged.	Instead	of	diving	in	at	the	deep	end,	master	the	basics	first.	As	weve	mentioned	above,	you	can	go	at	it	alone	and
use	apps,	websites,	or	textbooks.	However,	if	you	havent	spoken	or	studied	the	language	for	a	few	years,	consider	taking	an	English	lesson	for	beginners.These	classes	can	help	you	build	a	strong	foundation	through	frequent	exposure	to	new	sounds	and	pronunciation	analysis	of	simple	words.After	a	few	weeks	of	studying	with	a	professional,	your
confidence	will	grow	exponentially.	Various	studies	have	shown	that	strong	self-belief	is	vital	for	effective	learning.	So,	if	youre	just	beginning	your	language	journey,	start	with	the	basics	to	ensure	you	master	the	language	more	quickly.	Dialects	and	accents	can	significantly	influence	the	pronunciation	of	diphthongs.	For	example,	the	diphthong	in
about	is	pronounced	differently	in	Canadian	English	and	General	American	English.Similarly,	the	British	English	pronunciation	of	the	diphthong	in	no	is	often	more	rounded	than	its	American	counterpart.	Awareness	of	these	variations	can	enhance	your	understanding	of	English	used	in	different	regions.	If	you	want	to	master	diphthongs	along	with
grammar,	writing,	and	speaking	hiring	a	tutor	is	the	best	option.	Need	some	help	finding	a	tutor?	Then	check	out	Preply.This	innovative	platform	specializes	in	connecting	learners	with	experienced	tutors	who	adapt	their	teaching	methods,	learning	plans,	and	materials	to	suit	individual	learning	styles,	goals,	and	preferences.According	to	a	study	by
the	RAND	Corporation	on	the	effectiveness	of	personalized	learning,	being	sensitive	to	students	interests,	strengths,	and	weaknesses	can	significantly	increase	student	progress.Ready	to	supercharge	your	learning	journey?	Then	check	out	our	guide	on	how	to	pick	a	good	tutor	before	signing	up	with	Preply	to	book	your	trial	class	today!	Want	to	learn
more?	Check	out	this	additional	advanced	English	vocabulary!	Home	Knowledge	Base	Speaking	English	Pronunciation	Diphthong:	Definition,	Types	and	Examp...	DiphthongWhat	Is	A	Diphthong?Diphthong	ExamplesTypes	of	DiphthongsDiphthong	in	English!	When	we	speak,	the	way	in	which	we	pronounce	words	is	determined	by	the	letters	of	each
word.	These	letters	are	symbols	that	represent	speech	sounds.	In	studying	speech	and	how	each	letter	is	articulated,	linguists	often	refer	to	things	called	diphthongs.	Studying	and	classifying	diphthongs	helps	to	communicate	how	words	are	articulated	and	even	shows	how	accents	within	the	same	language	vary.DiphthongPinDiphthongs	Created	by
7ESLWhat	Is	A	Diphthong?Diphthongs	are	vowel	sounds	that	begin	as	one	sound	and	blend	into	another	when	they	are	articulated.	They	can	be	achieved	through	the	use	of	two	consecutive	vowels,	as	well	as	one	vowel	that	changes	as	it	is	pronounced.	Diphthongs	are	sometimes	referred	to	as	gliding	vowels.	This	term	relates	to	the	way	in	which	the
vowel	sound	is	articulated.	With	all	speech	sounds,	including	vowels	and	consonants,	air	flows	through	the	vocal	cords.	Each	sound	requires	different	alteration	and	constriction	of	the	vocal	cords	to	articulate.	These	sounds	are	represented	by	symbols	that	we	know	of	as	letters.When	air	flows	through	vocal	cords,	it	is	manipulated	by	the	lips,	teeth,
tongue,	and	the	vocal	cords	themselves	in	order	to	produce	the	desired	speech	sound.	A	vowel	becomes	adiphthongwhen	it	starts	as	one	speech	sound	and	ends	as	another.	The	term	gliding	vowel	is	a	reference	to	the	way	in	which	the	airflow	glides	or	moves	from	one	vowel	sound	articulation	to	another.Having	two	consecutive	vowels	does	not
guarantee	that	a	word	has	adiphthong.	In	the	words	loot,	bear,	and	fear,	for	example,	only	one	vowel	sound	is	articulated.	Another	thing	to	note	is	thatdiphthongs	depend	upon	pronunciation.	In	some	accents,	a	word	may	have	adiphthongeven	though	in	another	accent	it	does	not.	The	New	Yorker	accent,	for	example,	tends	to	add	extradiphthongs	to
words	like	dog	and	long,	where	the	single	O	vowel	is	pronounced	as	adiphthongsimilar	to	the	word	aw.Diphthong	ExamplesThere	are	eightdiphthongs	that	are	generally	agreed	upon./a/	Creates	a	speech	sound	similar	to	eye	and	usually	includes	the	letters	/i/,	/igh/,	and	/y.	Examples:	my,	cry,	light,	like//	Creates	a	speech	sound	similar	to	boat	and
usually	includes	the	letters	/ow/,	/oa/	and	/o/.	Examples:	tow,	loan,	though/e/	Creates	a	speech	sound	similar	to	great	and	usually	includes	the	letters	/ey/,	/ay/,	/ai/	and	/a/.	Examples:	steak,	pain,	weight/a/	Creates	a	speech	sound	similar	to	ow!	and	usually	includes	the	letters	/ou/	and	/ow/.	Examples:	town,	found,	cow//	Creates	a	speech	sound	similar	to
ear	and	usually	includes	the	letters	/ee/,	/ie/	and	/ea/.	Examples:	leer,	tear,	pier/e/	Creates	a	speech	sound	similar	to	air	and	usually	includes	the	letters	/ai/,	/a/,	and	/ea/.	Examples:	hair,	lair,	bear//	Creates	a	speech	sound	similar	to	boy	and	usually	includes	the	letters	/oy/	and	/oi/.	Examples:	oil,	coy,	roil//	Creates	a	speech	sound	similar	to	sure	and
usually	includes	the	letters	/oo/,	/ou/,	/u/,	and	/ue/.	Examples:	cure,	pure,	curTypes	of	DiphthongsLinguists	dividediphthongs	into	different	categories	to	help	classify	their	various	sounds.The	first	category	is	the	fallingdiphthongs,	which	begin	with	higher	pitch	or	volumes	and	end	with	lower	pitch	or	volumes.	These	are	also	referred	to	as	/a/diphthongs
and	are	often	found	in	words	that	sound	similar	to	eye.	Examples	include	like,	fly,	light,	and	lime.	The	opposite	of	a	fallingdiphthongis	a	risingdiphthong.	These	begin	with	vowel	sounds	of	lower	pitches	or	volumes	and	end	with	more	prominent	ones.	Fallingdiphthongs	are	found	in	the	words	few,	yell,	weed,	chute,	and	walk.	Similar	to	falling	and
rising,diphthongs	can	be	classified	based	on	whether	they	are	closing	or	opening.	Closingdiphthongs	have	similar	characteristics	to	falling,	while	opening	is	similar	to	rising.Diphthongs	can	also	be	referred	to	as	narrow	or	wide.	Narrow	ones	are	comprised	of	vowel	sounds	that	are	similar	sounding	and	similarly	pronounced.	Examples	include	rain	and
weight.	Widediphthongs	are	vowel	sounds	with	more	drastically	different	articulations	like	in	brown,	found,	and	now.Linguists	also	classifydiphthongs	based	on	their	lengths,	which	are	measured	in	a	term	called	morae.	This	refers	to	the	length	when	pronounced	and	can	be	short	or	long	in	the	same	way	that	vowels	can.Understanding	the	nuances
ofdiphthongs	takes	time	and	is	often	subject	to	debate.	Pronunciation	is	flexible	and	varies	depending	on	each	persons	accent.	What	is	certain	is	that	the	study	ofdiphthongs	and	language	in	general	can	help	to	communicate	in	that	it	documents	just	how	we	articulate	each	word.	Learn	English	with	our	free	videos	on	YouTube.	Share	copy	and
redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if
changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological
measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended
use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Vowels	and	diphthongs	are	examples	of	different	linguistic	elements	that	we	use	daily,	whether	we	realize	it	or	not.	Other	elements	you	might	have	heard	of	could	include	digraphs,	monographs,	or	phonemes.	Each	of	these	different	elements
plays	a	crucial	role	in	language	and	the	composition	of	our	speech.Today,	well	focus	on	vowels	and	diphthongs,	which	are	two	linguistic	elements	that	go	hand-in-hand.Describing	the	VowelThe	English	language	has	five	different	vowels,	with	a	more	rarely	considered	sixth.	These	are	a,	e,	i,	o,	u,	and	sometimes	y.	The	rest	of	the	letters	of	the	alphabet
are	considered	consonants.Vowels	are	what	we	refer	to	as	speech	sounds.	These	letters	can	make	up	the	more	prominent	sounds	in	some	words,	but	they	can	be	silent	in	other	words.	What	separates	the	vowels	from	the	consonants	is	that	they	can	be	produced	without	any	friction,	meaning	you	can	make	these	sounds	without	controlling	your	vocal
tracts.	They	also	only	produce	one	sound	in	their	syllable.Vowels	are	a	fundamental	concept	that	we	all	learn	at	a	very	young	age,	whether	in	school	or	from	our	parents.	They	also	happen	to	be	among	the	first	sounds	a	child	can	quickly	produce	without	any	direct	teaching.	However,	diphthongs	are	a	less	well-known	concept.	If	you	are	interested	in
helping	your	children	or	students	develop	their	language	skills	and	knowledge,	then	perhaps	youll	want	to	take	a	look	at	some	of	these	apps.What	Are	Diphthongs?While	vowels	are	letters	that	produce	a	single	sound,	diphthongs	make	two	vowel	sounds	in	a	single	syllable.	You	would	typically	break	up	syllables	between	two	vowel	sounds,	but
diphthongs	instead	have	two	sounds	without	that	break.	Examples	of	diphthongs	would	be	words	like	boy	or	owl,	which	are	single-syllable	words	with	two	vowel	sounds.As	a	parent,	you	may	have	encountered	a	scenario	such	as	this	when	teaching	your	child	to	read.	Generally,	you	would	break	up	the	words	into	syllables	so	that	your	child	can	read
them	slowly.	Some	words,	however,	will	seem	like	they	should	have	more	syllables	when	they	do	not.	These	words	might	have	been	diphthongs	(i.e.,	words	that	contain	vowel	sounds	that	are	not	separated).Composition	Of	DiphthongsDiphthongs	are	easier	to	spot	in	their	pronunciation.	They	also	go	by	the	term	of	gliding	vowels,	as	diphthongs	have
two	core	parts	the	nucleus	and	the	off-glide.The	nucleus	is	the	core	sound	that	is	more	exaggerated	or	stressed	when	spoken.	The	off-glide	is	not	stressed	and	merely	flows	from	the	nucleus.	Pronunciation	is	the	core	difference	between	the	vowel	and	diphthong.Concluding	ThoughtsVowels	and	diphthongs	are	similar	in	that	they	are	both	vowel
sounds.	The	difference	lies	in	the	sounds	pronunciation.	The	vowel	is	a	singular	sound	per	syllable.	However,	the	diphthong	produces	two	vowel	sounds	in	a	syllable	without	breaking	the	syllable.If	you	are	interested	in	developing	your	language	and	communication	skills,	look	at	some	of	these	apps.	What	is	a	diphthong?	How	does	a	diphthong	work?
And	how	do	I	identify	a	diphthong	in	the	English	language?	These	are	all	great	questions	that	you	probably	have.	Diphthongs	are	known	as	gliding	vowels,	they	have	a	unique	purpose	and	definition	in	American	English.	To	learn	all	about	the	diphthong,	continue	reading	this	comprehensive	English	guide.	Diphthong	Diphthongs	are	also	known	as
gliding	vowels.	They	are	sounds	that	have	two	different	vowels	in	the	same	syllable.	That	means	you	move	your	tongue	and	mouth	position	to	produce	two	different	sounds	in	a	sequence	when	you	pronounce	a	diphthong.	Diphthongs	can	be	syllables	that	exist	naturally	and	are	heard	as	single	vowels	by	the	listeners.	But	they	are	also	formed	when	two
vowels	merge	due	to	rapid	speech	in	conversation.	The	word	Diphthong	is	derived	from	the	Ancient	Greek	word	Diphthongos,	meaning	two	sounds.	It	is	a	vowel	where	the	sound	changes	clearly	from	one	vowel	sound	to	another	within	the	same	syllable.	DiphthongsSoundPlacementaiayLong	aMiddle	of	a	wordAt	the	endeeeyLong	eMiddle	of	a	wordAt
the	endoaoeOh	soundMiddle	of	a	wordAt	the	endoyoiSame	soundMiddle	of	a	wordAt	the	end	When	we	pronounce	vowels,	we	usually	hold	our	mouth	and	tongue	in	fixed	positions.	These	are	monophthongs,	wherea	single	vowel	sound	is	produced	while	we	let	out	one	burst	of	air	in	a	syllable.	But	diphthongs	are	produced	differently	from	this	general
case.	While	pronouncing	diphthongs,	we	move	our	tongue	and	parts	of	our	mouth	from	one	target	position	to	another.	This	means	the	sound	gradually	shifts	from	one	vowel	to	a	different	one	within	the	same	syllable.	But	this	is	only	noticeable	under	close	inspection.	We	hear	diphthongs	as	a	single	vowel	like	any	other	when	we	are	not	trying	to	look
for	them	actively.	The	phonetic	alphabet	is	a	system	of	notation	used	to	signify	the	different	sounds	made	while	speaking	in	a	language.	In	the	International	Phonetic	Alphabet,	single	characters	(usually	Latin	letters)	represent	a	monophthong.	To	represent	diphthongs,	two	vowel	symbols	are	used	to	identify	the	two	sounds	that	occur	together	to	form
the	diphthong.	The	pronunciation	of	the	word	fun	is	represented	as	fn,	where	the	sound	for	the	letter	u	is	given	by	the	symbol	.	This	is	a	monophthong.	The	word	loud	is	represented	as	lad,	where	the	vowel	sound	is	represented	as	the	combination	of	two	symbols,	a.	This	is	a	diphthong.	There	are	several	types	of	diphthongs	based	on	how	we	classify
them.	Let	us	look	at	these	types	in	detail,	as	they	will	help	you	understand	what	diphthongs	are	more	clearly.	The	first	way	to	classify	diphthongs	is	to	consider	how	the	prominence	of	the	vowel	rises	or	falls	while	pronouncing	the	diphthongs.	If	the	pitch	and	volume	of	the	vowel	decrease	while	we	pronounce	the	diphthong	we	call	it	a	falling	diphthong
(for	example-	eye).	If	the	pitch	and	volume	of	the	vowel	rise	when	we	pronounce	the	diphthong	we	call	it	a	rising	diphthong	(for	example-	new).	The	vowels	which	we	produce	with	a	more	open	mouth	are	louder.	We	call	them	open	vowels.	If	the	diphthong	has	a	more	open	vowel	at	the	end	we	call	it	an	opening	diphthong	(for	example-	new).	If	the
diphthong	has	a	more	open	vowel	at	the	start	we	call	it	a	closing	diphthong	(for	example-	eye).	If	the	vowels	are	closer	in	openness	and	the	vowel	moves	from	a	more	peripheral	to	a	central	position	of	the	mouth,	we	call	it	a	centering	diphthong	(for	example-	ear).	If	we	alter	the	mouth	position	significantly	to	reach	from	the	first	vowel	sound	to	the
next	in	a	diphthong,	we	call	it	a	wide	diphthong	(example-	found).	If	the	mouth	position	does	not	change	and	we	form	the	diphthong	by	gliding	between	two	adjacent	vowel	sounds,	then	we	call	it	a	narrow	diphthong	(for	example-	rain).	There	are	eight	distinct	diphthong	sounds	in	English.	Each	of	them	has	its	own	representation	in	International
Phonetic	Alphabets.	Lets	look	at	them,	along	with	some	examples,	and	see	what	letters	appear	in	words	with	these	diphthongs.	The	phonetic	symbol	for	the	first	diphthong	is	.	It	is	usually	used	in	words	with	the	letters	i,	igh	or	y.	MyCryLightLikeCrimeLightByte	The	phonetic	symbol	for	the	second	diphthong	is	e.	It	is	usually	used	in	words	with	the
letters	ea,	ey,	ay,	ai,	and	a.	SteakPainWeightBreakPreyPrayBraidAche	The	phonetic	symbol	for	the	third	diphthong	is	.	It	is	usually	used	in	words	with	the	letters	ow,	oa	and	ough.	TowLoanToughBoatSlowMoanDough	The	phonetic	symbol	for	the	fourth	diphthong	is	.	It	is	usually	used	in	words	with	the	letters	ow	and	ou.
TownFoundCowHoundCrownSoundMound	The	phonetic	symbol	for	the	fifth	diphthong	is	e.	It	is	usually	used	in	words	with	the	letters	ai	and	ea	FairHairChairLairBearAirStair	The	phonetic	symbol	for	the	sixth	diphthong	is	.	It	is	usually	used	in	words	with	the	letters	ee,	ie	and	ea.	LeerTierJeerPierNearFearSeer	The	phonetic	symbol	for	the	seventh
diphthong	is	.	It	is	usually	used	in	words	with	the	letters	oy	and	oi.	OilCoyFoilBoySoySoilBoilToil	The	phonetic	symbol	for	the	eighth	diphthong	is	.	It	is	usually	used	in	words	with	the	letter	u.	Although	diphthongs	include	two	vowel	sounds,	they	are	not	distinct	vowels,	we	pronounce	each	vowel	with	a	single	exhalation.	When	we	pronounce	two	vowel
sounds	within	a	single	syllable,	the	mouth	parts	and	tongue	have	to	move	to	accomplish	it.	It	takes	more	time	to	do	this	than	to	keep	the	tongue	and	mouth	position	fixed	while	pronouncing	a	syllable.	This	means,	by	definition,	diphthongs	are	longer	than	most	monophthongs.	In	other	words,	we	can	say	that	diphthongs	are	long	vowels.	The	diversity	of
the	words	we	use	impacts	how	well	and	distinctly	we	can	express	ourselves.	To	have	a	diverse	group	of	words	at	our	disposal	we	must	be	able	to	make	many	distinct	sounds.	The	more	vowels	we	can	produce,	the	more	sounds	we	can	pronounce.	If	we	can	combine	monophthong	vowels	into	diphthong	vowels	while	we	speak,	it	increases	the	richness	of
our	stock	of	sounds.	We	can	use	the	same	vowels	we	can	already	produce	to	make	new	vowels	which	makes	our	language	richer.	A	diphthong	is	a	vowel	made	by	gliding	from	vowel	sound	to	vowel	sound.	So	by	listening	carefully,	we	can	hear	the	two	vowel	sounds	within	the	same	syllable	if	it	is	a	diphthong.	A	way	to	identify	diphthongs	while
pronouncing	them	is	to	notice	if	your	tongue	and	mouth	parts	move	during	the	production	of	the	syllable.	If	it	does	move,	then	the	vowel	is	a	diphthong.	Here	is	a	list	of	some	of	the	many	words	with	diphthong	vowels:
AcheAirBearBoatBoilBoyBraidBreakByteChairCowCoyCrimeCrownCryCureDoughFairFearFoilFoundHairHoundJeerLairLeerLightLightLikeLoanLureMoanMoundMuleMyNearOilPainPierPrayPreyPureSeerSlowSoilSoundSoyStairSteakSureTierToilToughTowTownWeight	Diphthong	words	Diphthong	words	Diphthong	words	How	Many	Diphthongs	Are
There	In	English?There	are	eight	distinct	diphthong	sounds	in	English.	They	can	be	of	various	types	based	on	how	we	categorize	them.	These	types	include	rising	diphthong,	falling	diphthong,	opening	diphthong,	closing	diphthong,	centering	diphthong,	wide	diphthong,	and	narrow	diphthong.	What	Are	The	Eight	Diphthongs	Sounds	With	Examples?
The	eight	diphthong	sounds	with	two	examples	each	are	as	follows:	my,	crye	steak,	pain	tow,	loan	town,	founde	fair,	hair	leer,	tier	oil,	coy	lure,	pure	How	To	Pronounce	A	DiphthongPronouncing	a	diphthong	requires	moving	the	parts	of	the	mouth	and	the	tongue	from	the	target	vowel	position	to	another	within	the	same	syllable.	This	is	how	we	can
change	the	vowel	sound	from	one	to	another	seamlessly	within	a	single	exhalation.	How	the	vowels	change	depends	on	the	specific	diphthong	we	pronounce.	Do	Diphthongs	Exist	In	Other	LanguagesYes,	diphthongs	exist	in	all	languages.	But	the	types	of	diphthongs	used	may	vary	from	one	language	to	another.	All	possible	types	of	diphthongs	are	not
present	in	each	language.	The	exact	list	of	diphthong	sounds	is	unique	to	each	language.	Is	a	gliding	vowel	a	diphthong?Yes,	they	are	the	same.	Fun	fact,	ironically	the	word	diphthong	has	no	diphthongs.	How	do	diphthongs	contrast	with	monophthongs?Monophthongs,	which	are	simple	vowels,	i.e.,	ones	that	do	not	have	a	sound	change.	Diphthongs
contrast	with	monophthongs	because	they	dont	follow	these	grammatical	functions.Combination	of	two	adjacent	vowel	soundsThis	article	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:"Diphthong"news	newspapers
books	scholar	JSTOR	(June	2019)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)This	article	contains	phonetic	transcriptions	in	the	International	Phonetic	Alphabet	(IPA).	For	an	introductory	guide	on	IPA	symbols,	see	Help:IPA.	For	the	distinction	between	[],	//	and	,	see	IPA	Brackets	and	transcription	delimiters.American	English	pronunciation	of	"no
highway	cowboys"	/no	hawe	kabz/,	showing	five	diphthongs:	/o,	a,	e,	a,	/A	diphthong	(/df,	dp-/	DIF-thong,	DIP-),[1]	also	known	as	a	gliding	vowel	or	a	vowel	glide,	is	a	combination	of	two	adjacent	vowel	sounds	within	the	same	syllable.[2]	Technically,	a	diphthong	is	a	vowel	with	two	different	targets:	that	is,	the	tongue	(and/or	other	parts	of	the	speech
apparatus)	moves	during	the	pronunciation	of	the	vowel.	In	most	varieties	of	English,	the	phrase	"no	highway	cowboys"	(/no	hawe	kabz/	noh	HY-way	KOW-boyz)	has	five	distinct	diphthongs,	one	in	every	syllable.Diphthongs	contrast	with	monophthongs,	where	the	tongue	or	other	speech	organs	do	not	move	and	the	syllable	contains	only	a	single	vowel
sound.	For	instance,	in	English,	the	word	ah	is	spoken	as	a	monophthong	(//),	while	the	word	ow	is	spoken	as	a	diphthong	in	most	varieties	(/a/).	Where	two	adjacent	vowel	sounds	occur	in	different	syllables	(e.g.	in	the	English	word	re-elect)	the	result	is	described	as	hiatus,	not	as	a	diphthong.Diphthongs	often	form	when	separate	vowels	are	run
together	in	rapid	speech	during	a	conversation.	However,	there	are	also	unitary	diphthongs,	as	in	the	English	examples	above,	which	are	heard	by	listeners	as	single-vowel	sounds	(phonemes).[3]The	word	comes	from	Ancient	Greek	(dphthongos)'two	sounds',	from	(ds)'twice'	and	(phthngos)'sound'.In	the	International	Phonetic	Alphabet	(IPA),
monophthongs	are	transcribed	with	one	symbol,	as	in	English	sun	[sn],	in	which	represents	a	monophthong.	Diphthongs	are	transcribed	with	two	symbols,	as	in	English	high	/ha/	or	cow	/ka/,	in	which	a	and	a	represent	diphthongs.Diphthongs	may	be	transcribed	with	two	vowel	symbols	or	with	a	vowel	symbol	and	a	semivowel	symbol.	In	the	words
above,	the	less	prominent	member	of	the	diphthong	can	be	represented	with	the	symbols	for	the	palatal	approximant	[j]	and	the	labiovelar	approximant	[w],	with	the	symbols	for	the	close	vowels	[i]	and	[u],	or	the	symbols	for	the	near-close	vowels	[]	and	[]:vowel	and	semivowelhaj	kawbroad	transcriptiontwo	vowel	symbolshai	kauha	kanarrow
transcriptionSome	transcriptions	are	broader	or	narrower	(less	precise	or	more	precise	phonetically)	than	others.	Transcribing	the	English	diphthongs	in	high	and	cow	as	aj	aw	or	ai	au	is	a	less	precise	or	broader	transcription,	since	these	diphthongs	usually	end	in	a	vowel	sound	that	is	more	open	than	the	semivowels	[j	w]	or	the	close	vowels	[i	u].
Transcribing	the	diphthongs	as	a	a	is	a	more	precise	or	narrower	transcription,	since	the	English	diphthongs	usually	end	in	the	near-close	vowels	[	].The	non-syllabic	diacritic,	the	inverted	breve	below	,[4]	is	placed	under	the	less	prominent	part	of	a	diphthong	to	show	that	it	is	part	of	a	diphthong	rather	than	a	vowel	in	a	separate	syllable:	[a	a].	When
there	is	no	contrastive	vowel	sequence	in	the	language,	the	diacritic	may	be	omitted.	Other	common	indications	that	the	two	sounds	are	not	separate	vowels	are	a	superscript,	a	a,[5]	or	a	tie	bar,	a	a	or	a	a.[6]	The	tie	bar	can	be	useful	when	it	is	not	clear	which	symbol	represents	the	syllable	nucleus,	or	when	they	have	equal	weight.[7]	Superscripts	are
especially	used	when	an	on-	or	off-glide	is	particularly	fleeting.[8]The	period	.	is	the	opposite	of	the	non-syllabic	diacritic:	it	represents	a	syllable	break.	If	two	vowels	next	to	each	other	belong	to	two	different	syllables	(hiatus),	meaning	that	they	do	not	form	a	diphthong,	they	can	be	transcribed	with	two	vowel	symbols	with	a	period	in	between.	Thus,
lower	can	be	transcribed	lo.,	with	a	period	separating	the	first	syllable,	/lo/,	from	the	second	syllable,	.The	non-syllabic	diacritic	is	used	only	when	necessary.	It	is	typically	omitted	when	there	is	no	ambiguity,	as	in	ha	ka.	No	words	in	English	have	the	vowel	sequences	*[a.	a.],	so	the	non-syllabic	diacritic	is	unnecessary.Falling	(or	descending)
diphthongs	start	with	a	vowel	quality	of	higher	prominence	(higher	pitch	or	volume)	and	end	in	a	semivowel	with	less	prominence,	like	[a]	in	eye,	while	rising	(or	ascending)	diphthongs	begin	with	a	less	prominent	semivowel	and	end	with	a	more	prominent	full	vowel,	similar	to	the	[ja]	in	yard.	(Sometimes,	however,	the	terms	"falling"	and	"rising"	are
used,	instead,	to	refer	to	vowel	height,	i.e.	as	synonyms	of	the	terms	"closing"	and	"opening".[9]	See	below.)	The	less	prominent	component	in	the	diphthong	may	also	be	transcribed	as	an	approximant,	thus	[aj]	in	eye	and	[ja]	in	yard.	However,	when	the	diphthong	is	analysed	as	a	single	phoneme,	both	elements	are	often	transcribed	with	vowel
symbols	(/a/,	/a/).	Semivowels	and	approximants	are	not	equivalent	in	all	treatments,	and	in	the	English	and	Italian	languages,	among	others,	many	phoneticians	do	not	consider	rising	combinations	to	be	diphthongs,	but	rather	sequences	of	approximant	and	vowel.	There	are	many	languages	(such	as	Romanian)	that	contrast	one	or	more	rising
diphthongs	with	similar	sequences	of	a	glide	and	a	vowel	in	their	phonetic	inventory[10]	(see	semivowel	for	examples).Vowel	diagram	illustrating	closing	diphthongs	of	Belgian	Standard	Dutch,	from	Verhoeven	(2005:245)Vowel	diagram	illustrating	centering	diphthongs	of	the	Dutch	dialect	of	Orsmaal-Gussenhoven,	from	Peters	(2010:241)In	closing
diphthongs,	the	second	element	is	more	close	than	the	first	(e.g.	[ai]);	in	opening	diphthongs,	the	second	element	is	more	open	(e.g.	[ia]).	Closing	diphthongs	tend	to	be	falling	([ai]),	and	opening	diphthongs	are	generally	rising	([ia]),[11]	as	open	vowels	are	more	sonorous	and	therefore	tend	to	be	more	prominent.	However,	exceptions	to	this	rule	are
not	rare	in	the	world's	languages.	In	Finnish,	for	instance,	the	opening	diphthongs	/ie/	and	/uo/	are	true	falling	diphthongs,	since	they	begin	louder	and	with	higher	pitch	and	fall	in	prominence	during	the	diphthong.A	third,	rare	type	of	diphthong	that	is	neither	opening	nor	closing	is	height-harmonic	diphthongs,	with	both	elements	at	the	same	vowel
height.[12]	These	may	have	occurred	in	Old	English:beorht	[beorxt]	"bright"eald	[tld]	"cold"A	centering	diphthong	is	one	that	begins	with	a	more	peripheral	vowel	and	ends	with	a	more	central	one,	such	as	[],	[],	and	[]	in	Received	Pronunciation	or	[i]	and	[u]	in	Irish.	Many	centering	diphthongs	are	also	opening	diphthongs	([i],	[u]).Diphthongs	may
contrast	in	how	far	they	open	or	close.	For	example,	Samoan	contrasts	low-to-mid	with	low-to-high	diphthongs:'ai	[ai]	'probably''ae	[ae]	'but''auro	[auo]	'gold'ao	[ao]	'a	cloud'Narrow	diphthongs	are	the	ones	that	end	with	a	vowel	which	on	a	vowel	chart	is	quite	close	to	the	one	that	begins	the	diphthong,	for	example	Northern	Dutch	[e],	[]	and	[o].	Wide
diphthongs	are	the	opposite	they	require	a	greater	tongue	movement,	and	their	offsets	are	farther	away	from	their	starting	points	on	the	vowel	chart.	Examples	of	wide	diphthongs	are	RP/GA	English	[a]	and	[a].Languages	differ	in	the	length	of	diphthongs,	measured	in	terms	of	morae.	In	languages	with	phonemically	short	and	long	vowels,	diphthongs
typically	behave	like	long	vowels,	and	are	pronounced	with	a	similar	length.[13]	In	languages	with	only	one	phonemic	length	for	pure	vowels,	however,	diphthongs	may	behave	like	pure	vowels.[14]	For	example,	in	Icelandic,	both	monophthongs	and	diphthongs	are	pronounced	long	before	single	consonants	and	short	before	most	consonant
clusters.Some	languages	contrast	short	and	long	diphthongs.	In	some	languages,	such	as	Old	English,	these	behave	like	short	and	long	vowels,	occupying	one	and	two	morae,	respectively.	Languages	that	contrast	three	quantities	in	diphthongs	are	extremely	rare,	but	not	unheard	of;	Northern	Sami	is	known	to	contrast	long,	short	and	"finally
stressed"	diphthongs,	the	last	of	which	are	distinguished	by	a	longer	second	element.[15]:149In	some	languages,	diphthongs	are	single	phonemes,	while	in	others	they	are	analyzed	as	sequences	of	two	vowels,	or	of	a	vowel	and	a	semivowel.Certain	sound	changes	relate	to	diphthongs	and	monophthongs.	Vowel	breaking	or	diphthongization	is	a	vowel
shift	in	which	a	monophthong	becomes	a	diphthong.	Monophthongization	or	smoothing	is	a	vowel	shift	in	which	a	diphthong	becomes	a	monophthong.While	there	are	a	number	of	similarities,	diphthongs	are	not	the	same	phonologically	as	a	combination	of	a	vowel	and	an	approximant	or	glide.	Most	importantly,	diphthongs	are	fully	contained	in	the
syllable	nucleus[16][17]	while	a	semivowel	or	glide	is	restricted	to	the	syllable	boundaries	(either	the	onset	or	the	coda).	This	often	manifests	itself	phonetically	by	a	greater	degree	of	constriction,[18]	but	the	phonetic	distinction	is	not	always	clear.[19]	The	English	word	yes,	for	example,	consists	of	a	palatal	glide	followed	by	a	monophthong	rather
than	a	rising	diphthong.	In	addition,	the	segmental	elements	must	be	different	in	diphthongs	[ii]	and	so	when	it	occurs	in	a	language,	it	does	not	contrast	with	[i].	However,	it	is	possible	for	languages	to	contrast	[ij]	and	[i].[20]Diphthongs	are	also	distinct	from	sequences	of	simple	vowels.	The	Bunaq	language	of	Timor,	for	example,	distinguishes	/sai/
[saj]	'exit'	from	/sai/	[sai]	'be	amused',	/tei/	[tej]	'dance'	from	/tei/	[tei]	'stare	at',	and	/poi/	[poj]	'choice'	from	/loi/	[loi]	'good'.[21]Some	languages	or	dialects	also	articulate	the	component	sounds	of	a	diphthong	differently	than	when	those	sounds	are	produced	in	hiatus.	For	example,	due	to	English	diphthong	raising,	many	North	American	English
speakers	pronounce	/a/	with	closer	vowels	than	/a./,	and,	among	a	subset	of	those,	the	diphthong	/a/	may	be	similarly	raised	as	compared	to	/a./.See	also:	International	Phonetic	Alphabet	chart	for	English	dialectsIn	words	coming	from	Middle	English,	most	cases	of	the	Modern	English	diphthongs	[a,	o,	e,	a]	originate	from	the	Middle	English	long
monophthongs	[i,	,	a,	u]	through	the	Great	Vowel	Shift,	although	some	cases	of	[o,	e]	originate	from	the	Middle	English	diphthongs	[u,	a].Standard	English	diphthongsEnglishdiaphonemeRP	(British)AustralianS.W.	IrishNorth	AmericanGenAmCanadianlow//o//[][~][o][o~~~o]loud//a//[a][][~][a~][t2	1][a~]lout[][t2	2]lied//a//[~][e~e][~][~][t2	3]light[~~]
[t2	2]lay//e//[e~][~][e][e~e]loin////[o~][o][~][~o]loon/u/[t2	4][~~][][u][u~u~u~u][u]lean/i/[t2	4][i~i][i~i][i][i~i]leer//r//[~~][~~i~i][i][~i]lair//r//[~][e~e][e][]lure//r//[~,	o][,	o][u][~~o]^	In	Pittsburgh	English,	/a/	is	monophthongal	[a],	leading	to	the	stereotypical	spelling	"Dahntahn"	for	"downtown".^	a	b	Canadian	English	and	some	dialects	of	northern
American	English	exhibit	allophony	of	/a/	and	/a/	called	Canadian	raising	in	some	places	they	have	become	separate	phonemes.	GA	has	raising	to	a	lesser	extent	in	/a/.^	In	several	American	dialects	such	as	Southern	American	English,	/a/	becomes	monophthongal	[a]	except	before	voiceless	consonants.^	a	b	The	erstwhile	monophthongs	/i/	and	/u/	are
diphthongized	in	many	dialects.	In	many	cases	they	might	be	better	transcribed	as	[uu]	and	[ii],	where	the	non-syllabic	element	is	understood	to	be	closer	than	the	syllabic	element.	They	are	sometimes	transcribed	/uw/	and	/ij/.Diphthongs	of	DutchNetherlandic[22]Belgian[23]zeis,	ijs[i]ui[]zout,	louw[a]
[]leeuw[e]nieuw[i]duw[y]dooi[o:]saai[a:]loei[u]beet[t1	1][e][e]neus[t1	1][][]boot[t1	1][o][o]^	a	b	c	[e],	[],	and	[o]	are	normally	pronounced	as	closing	diphthongs	except	when	preceding	[],	in	which	case	they	are	either	centering	diphthongs:	[e],	[],	and	[o]	or	are	lengthened	and	monophthongized	to	[],	[],	and	[]The	dialect	of	Hamont	(in	Limburg)	has	five
centring	diphthongs	and	contrasts	long	and	short	forms	of	[],	[],	[],	and	[].[24]The	Afrikaans	language	has	its	origin	in	Dutch	but	differs	in	many	significant	ways,	including	the	use	of	diphthongs	in	the	place	of	several	non-diphthong	Dutch	double	vowels,	or	double-vowels	being	pronounced	differently.Examples	include:ee	as	in	leereu	as	in	deurui	as	in
buiteDiphthong	phonemes[25][26]Starting	pointEnding	pointFrontCentralBackClosedunroundediroundeduMidunroundedrounded,	,	o,	Openunroundeda,	Falling	diphthongs.	Their	first	element	may	be	short	[,	]	or	somewhat	lengthened	[,	].[26]Rising	diphthongs	[,	].	These	variants	do	not	seem	to	appear	word-finally.	The	sequence	//	is	commonly
realised	as	[]	or,	more	often,	[],	with	//	realised	as	breathyThe	scholar	Daan	Wissing	argues	that	//	is	not	a	phonetically	correct	transcription	and	that	//	is	more	accurate.	In	his	analysis,	he	found	that	[]	makes	for	65%	of	the	realisations,	the	other	35%	being	monophthongal,	[],	[]	and	[].[27]Most	often,	//	has	an	unrounded	offset.	For	some	speakers,	the
onset	is	also	unrounded.	That	can	cause	//	to	merge	with	//,	which	is	considered	non-standard.[28]/,	a/	occur	mainly	in	loanwords.[28]Older	sources	describe	/u/	as	a	narrow	back	diphthong	[ou].[29][30]	However,	newer	sources	describe	its	onset	as	more	front.	For	example,	Lass	(1984),	states	that	the	onset	of	/u/	is	central	[u].[31]In	some	words
which,	in	English,	are	pronounced	with	//,	the	Afrikaans	equivalent	tends	to	be	pronounced	with	//,	rather	than	//.	That	happens	because	Afrikaans	//	is	more	similar	to	the	usual	South	African	realization	of	English	//.[29]Example	words	for	diphthongsPhonemeIPAOrthographyGloss///sn/seun'son'////hy'he'///vt/weet'to
know'///s/huis'house'////goiing'burlap'///brt/brood'bread'///kt/koud'cold'/a//ba/baie'many'The	long	diphthongs	(or	'double	vowels')	are	phonemically	sequences	of	a	free	vowel	and	a	non-syllabic	equivalent	of	/i/	or	/u/:	[iu,	ui,	oi,	eu,	i].	Both	[iu]	and	[eu]	tend	to	be	pronounced	as	[iu],	but	they	are	spelled	differently:	the	former	as	ieu,	the	latter	as	eeu.
[32]In	diminutives	ending	in	/ki/	formed	to	monosyllabic	nouns,	the	vowels	/u,	,	,	,	,	,	,	a,	/	are	realised	as	closing	diphthongs	[ui,	ei,	oi,	i,	i,	i,	i,	ai,	i].	In	the	same	environment,	the	sequences	/n,	n,	n,	n,	an/	are	realized	as	[i,	i,	i,	i,	ai],	i.e.	as	closing	diphthongs	followed	by	palatal	nasal.[33]The	suffixes	-aad	and	-aat	(phonemically	/d/	and	/t/,	respectively)
and	the	diminutive	suffix	/ki/	are	realised	as	[ki]	(with	a	monophthong),	rather	than	[iki].[28]In	practice,	the	diphthong	[i]	is	realised	the	same	as	the	phonemic	diphthong	/i/.[34][i],	when	it	has	arisen	from	diphthongisation	of	[],	differs	from	the	phonemic	diphthong	/i/	by	having	a	slightly	different	onset,	although	the	exact	nature	of	that	difference	is
unclear.	This	means	that	puntjie	'point'	sounds	somewhat	different	from	puintjie	'rubble'.[34]Phonemic	diphthongs	in	German:/a/	as	in	Ei	'egg'/a/	as	in	Maus	'mouse'//	as	in	neu	'new'In	the	varieties	of	German	that	vocalize	the	/r/	in	the	syllable	coda,	other	diphthongal	combinations	may	occur.	These	are	only	phonetic	diphthongs,	not	phonemic
diphthongs,	since	the	vocalic	pronunciation	[]	alternates	with	consonantal	pronunciations	of	/r/	if	a	vowel	follows,	cf.	du	hrst	[du	hst]	'you	hear'	ich	hre	[	h]	'I	hear'.	These	phonetic	diphthongs	may	be	as	follows:German	diphthongs	ending	in	[]	(part	1),	from	Kohler	(1999:88)German	diphthongs	ending	in	[]	(part	2),	from	Kohler
(1999:88)DiphthongExamplePhonemicallyPhoneticallyIPAOrthographyTranslation/ir/[i]1[vi]wirwe/yr/[y]1[fy]frfor/ur/[u]1[ulap]Urlaubholiday/r/[][vt]wirdhe/she/it	becomes/r/[][vd]Wrdedignity/r/[][vd]wurdeI/he/she/it	became/er/[e]1[me]mehrmore/r/[]1[h]hr!(you)	hear!/or/[o]1[to]Torgate/goal	(in	football)/r/[]1[b]Brbear/r/[][ft]ErftErft/r/[][dt]drrthe/she/it
dries/r/[][ndn]Nordennorth/ar/[a]1[va]wahrtrue/ar/[a][hat]harthard^1	Wiese	(1996)	notes	that	the	length	contrast	is	not	very	stable	before	non-prevocalic	/r/[35]	and	that	"Meinhold	&	Stock	(1980:180),	following	the	pronouncing	dictionaries	(Mangold	(1990),	Krech	&	Sttzer	(1982))	judge	the	vowel	in	Art,	Schwert,	Fahrt	to	be	long,	while	the	vowel	in
Ort,	Furcht,	hart	is	supposed	to	be	short.	The	factual	basis	of	this	presumed	distinction	seems	very	questionable."[35][36]	He	goes	on	stating	that	in	his	own	dialect,	there	is	no	length	difference	in	these	words,	and	that	judgements	on	vowel	length	in	front	of	non-prevocalic	/r/	which	is	itself	vocalized	are	problematic,	in	particular	if	/a/	precedes.
[35]According	to	the	'lengthless'	analysis,	the	aforementioned	'long'	diphthongs	are	analyzed	as	[i],	[y],	[u],	[e],	[],	[o],	[]	and	[a].	This	makes	non-prevocalic	/ar/	and	/ar/	homophonous	as	[a]	or	[a].	Non-prevocalic	/r/	and	/r/	may	also	merge,	but	the	vowel	chart	in	Kohler	(1999:88)	shows	that	they	have	somewhat	different	starting	points.Wiese	(1996)
also	states	that	"laxing	of	the	vowel	is	predicted	to	take	place	in	shortened	vowels;	it	does	indeed	seem	to	go	hand	in	hand	with	the	vowel	shortening	in	many	cases."[35]The	diphthongs	of	some	German	dialects	differ	from	standard	German	diphthongs.	The	Bernese	German	diphthongs,	for	instance,	correspond	rather	to	the	Middle	High	German
diphthongs	than	to	standard	German	diphthongs:/i/	as	in	lieb	'dear'/u/	as	in	guet	'good'/y/	as	in	med	'tired'/ei/	as	in	Bei	'leg'/ou/	as	in	Boum	'tree'/i/	as	in	Bim	'trees'Apart	from	these	phonemic	diphthongs,	Bernese	German	has	numerous	phonetic	diphthongs	due	to	L-vocalization	in	the	syllable	coda,	for	instance	the	following	ones:[au]	as	in	Stau
'stable'[au]	as	in	Staau	'steel'[u]	as	in	Wut	'world'[u]	as	in	wut	'elects'[u]	as	in	tschud	'guilty'Yiddish	has	three	diphthongs:[37][]	as	in	[plt]	('refugee'	f.)[a]	as	in	[nan]	('nine')[]	as	in	[fn]	('way')Diphthongs	may	reach	a	higher	target	position	(towards	/i/)	in	situations	of	coarticulatory	phenomena	or	when	words	with	such	vowels	are	being
emphasized.There	are	five	diphthongs	in	the	Oslo	dialect	of	Norwegian,	all	of	them	falling:[]	as	in	nei,	"no"[]	as	in	y,	"island"[]	as	in	sau,	"sheep"[]	as	in	hai,	"shark"[]	as	in	joik,	"Sami	song"An	additional	diphthong,	[],	occurs	only	in	the	word	hui	in	the	expression	i	hui	og	hast	"in	great	haste".	The	number	and	form	of	diphthongs	vary	between
dialects.Diphthongs	in	Faroese	are:/ai/	as	in	bein	(can	also	be	short)/au/	as	in	havn/a/	as	in	har,	mr/i/	as	in	hey/u/	as	in	nevnd/u/	as	in	nvn/u/	as	in	hs/i/	as	in	mn,	b,	i	(can	also	be	short)/a/	as	in	r/i/	as	in	hoyra	(can	also	be	short)/u/	as	in	sl,	ovnDiphthongs	in	Icelandic	are	the	following:/au/	as	in	tta,	"eight"/ou/	as	in	ng,	"enough"/i/	as	in	auga,	"eye"/ai/	as	in
kr,	"dear"/ei/	as	in	eir,	"they"/i/	as	in	koja,	"bunk	bed",	"berth"	(rare,	only	in	handful	of	words)Combinations	of	semivowel	/j/	and	a	vowel	are	the	following:/j/	as	in	ta,	"eat"/ja/	as	in	jata,	"manger"/jau/	as	in	j,	"yes"/jo/	as	in	jo,	"iodine",	"jay",	"yod"	(only	in	a	handful	of	words	of	foreign	origin)/jou/	as	in	jl,	"Christmas"/j/	as	in	jtunn,	"giant"/jai/	as	in	jja,	"oh
well"/ju/	as	in	j,	"yes"In	French,	/wa/,	/w/,	/i/	and	//	may	be	considered	true	diphthongs	(that	is,	fully	contained	in	the	syllable	nucleus:	[ua],	[u],	[yi],	[y]).	Other	sequences	are	considered	part	of	a	glide	formation	process	that	turns	a	high	vowel	into	a	semivowel	(and	part	of	the	syllable	onset)	when	followed	by	another	vowel.[38]Diphthongs/wa/	[ua]	as
in	roi	"king",	coi	"quiet",	croix	"cross",	doigt	"finger",	droit	"right",	foi	"faith",	loi	"law",	proie	"prey",	soie	"silk",	toit	"roof",	voie	"way",	voix	"voice"/w/	[u]	as	in	groin	"muzzle",	coin	"corner",	coing	"quince",	foin	"hay",	moins	"less",	loin	"far",	point	"point",	poing	"fist",	soin	"care"/i/	[yi]	as	in	huit	"eight",	bruit	"noise",	buis	"boxwood",	fruit	"fruit",	fuite
"leak",	luire	"glow",	nuire	"harm",	nuit	"night",	pluie	"rain",	suite	"continuation"//	[y]	as	in	juin	"June",	suint	"ooze	(tar)"Semivowels/wi/	as	in	oui	"yes"/j/	as	in	lien	"bond"/j/	as	in	Arige/je/	as	in	pied	"foot"/ji/	as	in	yin/aj/	as	in	travail	"work"/j/	as	in	Marseille/ij/	as	in	bille	"ball"/j/	as	in	feuille	"leaf"/uj/	as	in	grenouille	"frog"/j/	as	in	vieux	"old"Main	article:
Quebec	French	phonologyIn	Quebec	French,	long	vowels	are	generally	diphthongized	in	informal	speech	when	stressed.[]	as	in	tard	"late"[a]	as	in	pre	"father"[a]	as	in	fleur	"flower"[ou]	as	in	autre	"other"[y]	as	in	neutre	"neutral"[]	as	in	banque	"bank"[]	as	in	mince	"thin"[]	as	in	bon	"well"[]	as	in	un	"one"Catalan	possesses	a	number	of	phonetic
diphthongs,	all	of	which	begin	(rising	diphthongs)	or	end	(falling	diphthongs)	in	[j]	or	[w].[39]Catalan	diphthongsfalling[aj]aigua'water'[aw]taula'table'[j]mainada'children'[w]caurem'we	will	fall'[j]remei'remedy'[w]peu'foot'[ej]rei'king'[ew]seu'his/her'[iw]niu'nest'[j]noi'boy'[w]nou'new'[ow]jou'yoke'[uj]avui'today'[uw]duu'he/she	is
carrying'rising[ja]iaia'grandma'[wa]quatre'four'[j]veiem'we	see'[w]seqncia'sequence'[je]seient'seat'[we]ungent'ointment'[j]feia'he/she	was	doing'[w]qesti'question'[wi]ping'penguin'[j]iode'iodine'[w]quota'payment'[ju]iogurt'yoghurt'In	standard	Eastern	Catalan,	rising	diphthongs	(that	is,	those	starting	with	[j]	or	[w])	are	possible	only	in	the	following
contexts:[40][j]	in	word	initial	position,	e.g.	iogurt.Both	occur	between	vowels	as	in	feia	and	veiem.In	the	sequences	[w]	or	[kw]	and	vowel,	e.g.	guant,	quota,	qesti,	ping	(these	exceptional	cases	even	lead	some	scholars[41]	to	hypothesize	the	existence	of	rare	labiovelar	phonemes	//	and	/k/).[42]There	are	also	certain	instances	of	compensatory
diphthongization	in	the	Majorcan	dialect	so	that	/troncs/	('logs')	(in	addition	to	deleting	the	palatal	plosive)	develops	a	compensating	palatal	glide	and	surfaces	as	[trojns]	(and	contrasts	with	the	unpluralized	[tronc]).	Diphthongization	compensates	for	the	loss	of	the	palatal	stop	(part	of	Catalan's	segment	loss	compensation).	There	are	other	cases
where	diphthongization	compensates	for	the	loss	of	point	of	articulation	features	(property	loss	compensation)	as	in	[a]	('year')	vs	[ajns]	('years').[43]	The	dialectal	distribution	of	this	compensatory	diphthongization	is	almost	entirely	dependent	on	the	dorsal	plosive	(whether	it	is	velar	or	palatal)	and	the	extent	of	consonant	assimilation	(whether	or	not
it	is	extended	to	palatals).[44]Main	article:	Portuguese	phonologyThe	Portuguese	diphthongs	are	formed	by	the	labio-velar	approximant	[w]	and	palatal	approximant	[j]	with	a	vowel,[45]	European	Portuguese	has	14	phonemic	diphthongs	(10	oral	and	4	nasal),[46]	all	of	which	are	falling	diphthongs	formed	by	a	vowel	and	a	nonsyllabic	high	vowel.
Brazilian	Portuguese	has	roughly	the	same	amount,	although	the	European	and	non-European	dialects	have	slightly	different	pronunciations	([j]	is	a	distinctive	feature	of	some	southern	and	central	Portuguese	dialects,	especially	that	of	Lisbon).	A	[w]	onglide	after	/k/	or	//	and	before	all	vowels	as	in	quando	[kwdu]	('when')	or	guarda	[wa	~	wad]
('guard')	may	also	form	rising	diphthongs	and	triphthongs.	Additionally,	in	casual	speech,	adjacent	heterosyllabic	vowels	may	combine	into	diphthongs	and	triphthongs	or	even	sequences	of	them.[47]Falling	diphthongs	of	PortugueseoralEP[46]BPEPBPsai[aj]mau[aw]sei[j]/[ej][ej]meu[ew]anis[j]vu[w]viu[iw]mi[j]moita[oj]dou[ow]fui[uj]nasalme[j]
[j]mo[w]cem[j]anes[j]muita[j]In	addition,	phonetic	diphthongs	are	formed	in	most	Brazilian	Portuguese	dialects	by	the	vocalization	of	/l/	in	the	syllable	coda	with	words	like	sol	[sw]	('sun')	and	sul	[suw]	('south')	as	well	as	by	yodization	of	vowels	preceding	/s/	or	its	allophone	at	syllable	coda	[	~	]	in	terms	like	arroz	[aojs	~	o(j)]	('rice'),[47]	and	/z/	(or	[	~
])	in	terms	such	as	paz	mundial	[pajz	mdiaw	~	pa(j)	mdiaw]	('world	peace')	and	dez	anos	[djznu(j)s	~	djznu]	('ten	years').Phonetically,	Spanish	has	seven	falling	diphthongs	and	eight	rising	diphthongs.	In	addition,	during	fast	speech,	sequences	of	vowels	in	hiatus	become	diphthongs	wherein	one	becomes	non-syllabic	(unless	they	are	the	same	vowel,
in	which	case	they	fuse	together)	as	in	poeta	[poeta]	('poet'),	almohada	[almoaa]	('pillow'),	maestro	[maesto]	('teacher')	and	lnea	[linea]	('line').	The	Spanish	diphthongs	are:[48][49]Spanish	diphthongsfalling[ai]aire'air'[au]pausa'pause'[ei]rey'king'[eu]neutro'neutral'[oi]hoy'today'[ou]bou'seine
fishing'[ui]muy'very'rising[ja]hacia'towards'[wa]cuadro'picture'[je]tierra'earth'[we]fuego'fire'[wi]fuimos'we	went'[jo]radio'radio'[wo]cuota'quota'[ju]viuda'widow'The	existence	of	true	diphthongs	in	Italian	is	debated;	however,	a	list	is:[50]Italian	diphthongsfalling[ai]baita'mountain	hut'[au]auto'car'[ei]potei'I	could'	(past	tense)
[eu]pleurite'pleurisy'[i]sei'six'[u]neutro'neuter'[i]poi'later'[oi]voi'you'	(pl.)[ui]lui'he'rising[ja]chiave'key'[wa]guado'ford'[j]pieno'full'[w]quercia'oak'[je]soffietto'bellows'[we]quello'that'[wi]guida'guide'[j]chiodo'nail'[w]quota'quota'[jo]fiore'flower'[wo]acquoso'watery'[ju]piuma'feather'The	second	table	includes	only	'false'	diphthongs,	composed	of	a
semivowel	+	a	vowel,	not	two	vowels.	The	situation	is	more	nuanced	in	the	first	table:	a	word	such	as	'baita'	is	actually	pronounced	['baj.ta]	and	most	speakers	would	syllabify	it	that	way.	A	word	such	as	'voi'	would	instead	be	pronounced	and	syllabified	as	['vo.i],	yet	again	without	a	diphthong.In	general,	unstressed	/i	e	o	u/	in	hiatus	can	turn	into	glides
in	more	rapid	speech	(e.g.	biennale	[biennale]	'biennial';	coalizione	[koalittsione]	'coalition')	with	the	process	occurring	more	readily	in	syllables	further	from	stress.[51]Main	article:	Romanian	phonologyRomanian	has	two	true	diphthongs:	/ea/	and	/oa/.	There	are,	however,	a	host	of	other	vowel	combinations	(more	than	any	other	major	Romance
language)	which	are	classified	as	vowel	glides.	As	a	result	of	their	origin	(diphthongization	of	mid	vowels	under	stress),	the	two	true	diphthongs	appear	only	in	stressed	syllables[52]	and	make	morphological	alternations	with	the	mid	vowels	/e/	and	/o/.	To	native	speakers,	they	sound	very	similar	to	/ja/	and	/wa/	respectively.[53]	There	are	no	perfect
minimal	pairs	to	contrast	/oa/	and	/wa/,[10]	and	because	/oa/	does	not	appear	in	the	final	syllable	of	a	prosodic	word,	there	are	no	monosyllabic	words	with	/oa/;	exceptions	might	include	voal	('veil')	and	trotuar	('sidewalk'),	though	Ioana	Chioran	argues[54]	that	these	are	best	treated	as	containing	glide-vowel	sequences	rather	than	diphthongs.	In
addition	to	these,	the	semivowels	/j/	and	/w/	can	be	combined	(either	before,	after,	or	both)	with	most	vowels,	while	this	arguably[55]	forms	additional	diphthongs	and	triphthongs,	only	/ea/	and	/oa/	can	follow	an	obstruent-liquid	cluster	such	as	in	broasc	('frog')	and	dreag	('to	mend'),[56]	implying	that	/j/	and	/w/	are	restricted	to	the	syllable	boundary
and	therefore,	strictly	speaking,	do	not	form	diphthongs.All	Irish	diphthongs	are	falling.[i],	spelled	aigh,	aidh,	agh,	adh,	eagh,	eadh,	eigh,	or	eidh[u],	spelled	abh,	amh,	eabh,	or	eamh[i],	spelled	ia,	iai[u],	spelled	ua,	uaiThere	are	9	diphthongs	in	Scottish	Gaelic.	Group	1	occur	anywhere	(eu	is	usually	[e]	before	-m,	e.g.	Seumas).	Group	2	are	reflexes	that
occur	before	-ll,	-m,	-nn,	-bh,	-dh,	-gh	and	-mh.SpellingsExamples1[i]iaiarr	"ask"[u]uafuar	"cold"[ia]eubeul	"mouth"2[ai]aisaill	"grease",	cainnt	"speech",	aimhreit	"riot"[ei]eiseinn	"sing"[i]oi,	ei,	ailoinn	"badge",	greim	"bite",	saighdear	"soldier"[i]ui,	aoidruim	"back",	aoibhneas	"joy"[au]a,	eacam	"crooked",	ceann	"head"[u]otom	"mound",	donn	"brown"For
more	detailed	explanations	of	Gaelic	diphthongs	see	Scottish	Gaelic	orthography.The	following	diphthongs	are	used	in	the	Standard	Written	Form	of	Cornish.	Each	diphthong	is	given	with	its	Revived	Middle	Cornish	(RMC)	and	Revived	Late	Cornish	(RLC)	pronunciation.GraphRMCRLCExampleaw[a][]glaw	"rain"ay[a][]bay	"kiss"ew[]blew	"hair"ey[]
[]bleydh	"wolf"iw[i][]liw	"colour"ow[]lowen	"happy"oy[]moy	"more"uw[y][]duw	"god"yw[][]byw	"alive"Welsh	is	traditionally	divided	into	Northern	and	Southern	dialects.	In	the	north,	some	diphthongs	may	be	short	or	long	according	to	regular	vowel	length	rules	but	in	the	south	they	are	always	short	(see	Welsh	phonology).	Southern	dialects	tend	to
simplify	diphthongs	in	speech	(e.g.	gwaith	/wai/	is	reduced	to	/wa/).GraphemeNorthSouthExampleae///ai/maen	'stone'ai/ai/gwaith	'work'au/a/haul	'sun'aw/au,	u//au/mawr	'big'ei/i//i/gweithio	'to	work'eu//treulio	'spend'eyteyrn	'tyrant'ew/u,	eu//u/tew	'fat'oe/,	//i/moel	'bald'oucyffrous	'excited'oi/i/troi	'turn'ow/u,	ou//u/brown	'brown'wy/,	u//i/pwyll
'sense'iw/u//u/lliw	'colour'uw/u/duw	'god'ywllyw	'rudder'/u//u/tywydd	'weather'	The	plural	ending	-au	is	reduced	to	/a/	in	the	north	and	/e/	in	the	south,	e.g.	cadau	'battles'	is	/kada/	(north)	or	/kade/	(south).There	are	three	diphthongs	in	Czech:/a/	as	in	auto	(almost	exclusively	in	words	of	foreign	origin)/e/	as	in	euro	(in	words	of	foreign	origin	only)/o/	as
in	kouleThe	vowel	groups	ia,	ie,	ii,	io,	and	iu	in	foreign	words	are	not	regarded	as	diphthongs,	they	are	pronounced	with	/j/	between	the	vowels	[ja,	j,	j,	jo,	ju].i(j)e,	as	in	mlijeko[57]	(in	Ijekavian	varieties)may	be	pronounced	as	a	diphthong,	but	also	as	[ie]	in	hiatus	or	separated	by	a	semivowel,	[ije].	For	example,	in	the	first	line	of	the	national	anthem	of
Croatia,	Lijepa	naa	domovina,	ije	is	pronounced	as	a	diphthong,	but	in	the	first	line	of	the	national	anthem	of	Montenegro,	Oj,	svijetla	majska	zoro,	ije	is	pronounced	as	two	syllables.Some	Serbo-Croatian	dialects	also	have	uo,	as	in	kuonj,	ruod,	uon[58]	whereas,	in	Standard	Croatian	and	Serbian,	these	words	are	konj,	rod,	on.Main	article:	Estonian
phonologyAll	nine	vowels	can	appear	as	the	first	component	of	an	Estonian	diphthong,	but	only	[	e	i	o	u]	occur	as	the	second	component.Common	Estonian	diphthongs[e]aed"fence,	garden"[i]lai"wide"[o]kaotama"to	lose"[u]laud"table"[e]teadma"to	know"[ei]leib"bread"[eo]teostus"accomplishment"[iu]kiuste"in	spite	of"[o]toa"room"(s.	possessive)
[oe]koer"dog"[oi]toit"food"[ui]kui"when,	if"[]la"tether"(s.	possessive)[e]nel"needle"[i]ige"right,	correct"[o]totus"promise"[u]lug"chin"[e]pev"day"[i]tis"full"[o]no"face"	(s.	possessive)[u]nuguma"to	meow"[e]sed"coals"[i]kis"rope"There	are	additional	diphthongs	less	commonly	used,	such	as	[eu]	in	Euroopa	(Europe),	[]	in	sandama	(to	dare),	and	[u]	in
nuguma	(to	mew).Main	article:	Finnish	phonologyAll	Finnish	diphthongs	are	falling.	Notably,	Finnish	has	true	opening	diphthongs	(e.g.	/uo/),	which	are	not	very	common	crosslinguistically	compared	to	centering	diphthongs	(e.g.	/u/	in	English).	Vowel	combinations	across	syllables	may	in	practice	be	pronounced	as	diphthongs,	when	an	intervening
consonant	has	elided,	as	in	nn	[nn]	instead	of	[n.n]	for	the	genitive	of	nk	('sight').closing[i]	as	in	laiva	(ship)[ei]	as	in	keinu	(swing)[oi]	as	in	poika	(boy)[i]	as	in	iti	(mother)[i]	as	in	isin	(at	nights)[u]	as	in	lauha	(mild)[eu]	as	in	leuto	(mild)[ou]	as	in	koulu	(school)[ey]	as	in	leyhy	(to	waft)[y]	as	in	tysi	(full)[y]	as	in	lyt	(to	find)close[ui]	as	in	uida	(to	swim)[yi]
as	in	lyijy	(lead)[iu]	as	in	viulu	(violin)[iy]	as	in	siistiyty	(to	smarten	up)opening[ie]	as	in	kieli	(tongue)[uo]	as	in	suo	(bog)[y]	as	in	y	(night)The	diphthong	system	in	Northern	Sami	varies	considerably	from	one	dialect	to	another.	The	Western	Finnmark	dialects	distinguish	four	different	qualities	of	opening	diphthongs:/e/	as	in	leat	"to	be"/ie/	as	in	giella
"language"/oa/	as	in	boahtit	"to	come"/uo/	as	in	vuodjat	"to	swim"In	terms	of	quantity,	Northern	Sami	shows	a	three-way	contrast	between	long,	short	and	finally	stressed	diphthongs.	The	last	are	distinguished	from	long	and	short	diphthongs	by	a	markedly	long	and	stressed	second	component.	Diphthong	quantity	is	not	indicated	in	spelling.
[15]:148149	[59]Maltese	has	seven	falling	diphthongs,	though	they	may	be	considered	VC	sequences	phonemically.[60][]	ej	or	gi[]	aj	or	gi[]	oj[]	iw[]	ew[]	aw	or	gu[]	ow	or	guRising	sequences	in	Mandarin	are	usually	regarded	as	a	combination	of	a	medial	semivowel	([j],	[w],	or	[])	plus	a	vowel,	while	falling	sequences	are	regarded	as	one	diphthong.ai:
[ai],	as	in	i	(,	love)ei:	[ei],	as	in	li	(,	tired)ao:	[],	as	in	do	(,	way)ou:	[o],	as	in	du	(,	bean)Cantonese	has	eleven	diphthongs.aai:	[ai],	as	in	gaai1	(,	street)aau:	[au],	as	in	baau3	(,	explode)ai:	[i],	as	in	gai1	(,	chicken)au:	[u],	as	in	au1	(,	hook)ei:	[ei],	as	in	gei1	(,	machine)eu:	[u],	as	in	deu6	(,	throw)iu:	[iu],	as	in	giu3	(,	call)oi:	[y],	as	in	oi3	(,	love)ou:	[ou],	as	in
gou1	(,	high)ui:	[uy],	as	in	pui4	(,	accompany)eui:	[y],	as	in	zeoi3	(,	drunk)In	addition	to	vowel	nuclei	following	or	preceding	/j/	and	/w/,	Thai	has	three	diphthongs:[61][ia]	ia[a]	uea[ua]	uaIn	addition	to	vowel	nuclei	following	or	preceding	/j/	and	/w/,	Vietnamese	has	three	diphthongs:[i]	ia~i[]	a~[u]	ua~uKhmer	language	has	rich	vocalics	with	an	extra
distinction	of	long	and	short	register	to	the	vowels	and	diphthongs.[i][ei][e][][][][ao][u][ou][][e][u][o]Zulu	has	only	monophthongs.	Y	and	w	are	semi-vowels:[ja]	as	in	[ijaa]	ngiyabeka	(I	am	placing	it)[wa]	as	in	[iwa]	ngiwa	(I	fall/I	am	falling)Indonesian	has	four	diphthongs	which	may	be	located	at	the	beginning,	middle	or	end	of	a	word.[62]	They	are:/ai/:
balairung	('hall'),	kedai	('shop'),	pandai	('clever')/au/:	autodidak	('autodidact'),	Taufik	(Indonesian	given	name),	kerbau	('buffalo'),	limau	('lemon')/oi/	(or	/i/	in	Indonesian):	boikot	('boycott'),	amboi	(an	expression	when	amazed)/ei/:	eigendom	('property'),	survei	('survey')Digraph	(orthography)HiatusIndex	of	phonetics	articlesTable	of
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English	diphthongs,	their	common	letter	combinations	and	some	example	words.	After	that,	well	give	a	full	explanation	of	diphthongs,	more	examples,	plus	audio	and	tips	for	mastering	diphthongs.ContentsDiphthongCommon	Letter	CombinationsExample	Words/a/ow,	oudown,	mouth/a/igh,	i,	ylike,	why/e/ay,ai,ei,ey,ea,	await,	they/e/ai,	e,	a	(before
r)hair,	where//ea,	ee,	e	(before	r	or	l)dear,	peel/o/ow,	oa,	oknow,	rose//oy,	oiboy,	noise//ujury,	pureWhat	Are	Diphthongs?To	understand	what	a	diphthong	is,	we	first	have	to	return	to	the	basics:	vowels.According	to	Cambridges	English	Dictionary,	a	vowel	is	a	sound	produced	by	the	human	mouth	without	being	obstructed	(blocked)	by	the	teeth,
tongue	or	lips.	For	example,	American	English	vowels	are	often	categorized	(organized	by	type)	as	long	and	short	vowel	sounds.The	word	diphthong	comes	from	the	Greek	word	meaning	two	sounds.	Based	on	that	definition,	we	can	understand	that	a	diphthong	is	a	sound	that	combines	two	vowel	sounds.In	fact,	these	two	vowel	sounds	are	pronounced
so	closely	together	that	they	almost	sound	like	one	sound	instead	of	two!While	a	diphthong	could	be	any	two	vowel	sounds	pronounced	together,	American	English	only	has	eight	major	diphthongs.	Well	take	a	look	at	each	one	now.Note:	The	letters	in	sideways	brackets	are	from	the	International	Phonetic	Alphabet	(IPA),	a	writing	system	that	allows
for	accurate	descriptions	of	sounds	in	all	languages.1.	/a/	as	in	Town	This	diphthong	can	have	many	spellings	and	is	commonly	written	as	owor	ou	within	English	words.	Examples	with	the	/a/	diphthong	include:	brown	frown	mouth	down	pound	Its	also	in	the	interjection	Ow!	used	to	express	pain	or	discomfort	when	someone	gets	hurt.Keep	in	mind
that	this	diphthong	is	pronounced	differently	in	other	forms	of	English,	most	notably	Canadian	English.2.	/a/	as	in	Light	This	diphthong	is	commonly	written	as	igh,	but	can	also	be	represented	by	a	single	i	or	y	in	English	words.When	its	written	as	a	single	i,	its	normally	followed	by	a	consonant	and	an	e,	like	in	the	first	two	(and	a	few	other)	examples:
bite	crime	might	pride	bike	cry	why	like	slide	This	diphthong	is	also	pronounced	slightly	differently	in	certain	dialects	of	English.3.	/e/	as	in	Play	The	diphthong	/e/	has	quite	a	few	different	spellings	in	English.	It	can	be	written	as	ay,	ai,	ei,	ey,	ea	or	a	singlea.Like	our	previous	diphthong,	when	/e/	is	written	as	a	single	a,	its	normally	followed	by	a
consonant	and	then	an	e.	You	can	see	this	in	the	first	two	examples,	as	well	as	the	final	example:	plate	blame	may	wait	freight	they	great	space	4.	/e/	as	in	Pair	This	diphthongs	pronunciation	is	very	similar	to	the	/e/	diphthong,	but	this	one	occurs	most	commonly	before	the	letter	r.	Its	commonly	written	as	an	ai,	a	singlee	or	a	singleathat	comes	before
an	r.For	example,	this	diphthong	can	be	heard	in	the	words:5.	//	as	in	Deer	Like	our	previous	diphthong,	//	occurs	commonly	before	certain	consonants.Firstly,	it	can	occur	before	the	letter	r,	but	it	can	also	come	before	the	letter	l.	Its	commonly	written	as	ee,	ea	or	a	singleethat	comes	before	an	r	orl.	peel	dear	meal	atmosphere	6.	/o/	as	in	Slow	The
diphthong	/o/	is	quite	versatile	(able	to	be	used	in	different	situations).Its	commonly	written	in	a	variety	of	ways,	such	as	ow,	oa	or	a	singleo	thats	followed	by	a	consonant	and	an	e.7.	//	as	in	Toy	After	our	previous	diphthong,	youll	be	happy	to	know	that	this	one	is	easier	to	identify	based	on	the	spelling.Quite	simply,	its	commonly	written	as	oyor	oi,
such	as	in	the	words:	boy	void	employ	noise	coin	8.	//	as	in	Sure	The	//	diphthong	may	be	hard	to	spot.	Its	a	little	bit	like	a	spider	hiding	under	that	slide	weve	been	talking	about	sometimes,	its	hard	to	tell	if	its	even	there!Thats	because	this	diphthong	is	sometimes	pronounced	as	a	single	vowel	sound,	even	in	the	American	English	dialect.	That	means
that	the	sound	at	the	end	of	sure	may	sound	more	like	the	English	word	purr,	which	has	only	one	vowel	sound.This	diphthong	is	most	commonly	written	as	a	single	u,	typically	followed	by	a	consonant	and	then	another	vowel	sound.	Examples	of	this	diphthong	are:Tips	for	Learning	English	DiphthongsWhats	the	best	way	to	learn	English	diphthongs?
Why,	its	to	actually	hear	them	in	isolation	and	as	parts	of	words,	of	course!	You	can:Watch	a	YouTube	video.	In	this	video	from	Rachels	English,	you	can	listen	to	five	of	the	eight	American	English	diphthongs.	She	breaks	down	the	pronunciation	of	each	one	in	easy-to-understand	terms	and	then	gives	some	examples	of	common	words	that	contain	the
diphthongs.Watch	videos	of	native	speakers	using	diphthongs.	Listen	to	how	native	speakers	actually	use	diphthongs	in	their	own	speech.	On	the	FluentU	program,	native	English	videos	come	with	interactive	subtitles	that	you	can	pause	to	see	definitions	and	other	helpful	notes.Take	a	quiz	to	measure	your	progress.	You	can	check	out	this	video	and
short	quiz	on	diphthongs,	which	are	companions	to	the	Essential	of	Linguistics	textbook.	You	can	also	practice	the	common	spellings	of	American	English	diphthongs	with	SpellingCity.Try	resources	designed	for	children.	If	youre	looking	for	English	diphthong	practice	for	kids,	or	you	just	want	something	super	easy	to	make	sure	you	really	understand
diphthongs,	The	Joyful	Learner	has	you	covered	with	this	practice	package.Well,	that	list	wasnt	too	frightening,	was	it?	Armed	with	your	new	knowledge	of	the	eight	American	English	diphthongs,	youll	be	the	talk	of	the	town!If	you	like	learning	English	through	movies	and	online	media,	you	should	also	check	out	FluentU.	FluentU	lets	you	learn
English	from	popular	talk	shows,	catchy	music	videos	and	funny	commercials,	as	you	can	see	here:If	you	want	to	watch	it,	the	FluentU	app	has	probably	got	it.The	FluentU	app	and	website	makes	it	really	easy	to	watch	English	videos.	There	are	captions	that	are	interactive.	That	means	you	can	tap	on	any	word	to	see	an	image,	definition,	and	useful
examples.FluentU	lets	you	learn	engaging	content	with	world	famous	celebrities.For	example,	when	you	tap	on	the	word	"searching,"	you	see	this:FluentU	lets	you	tap	to	look	up	any	word.Learn	all	the	vocabulary	in	any	video	with	quizzes.	Swipe	left	or	right	to	see	more	examples	for	the	word	youre	learning.FluentU	helps	you	learn	fast	with	useful
questions	and	multiple	examples.	Learn	more.The	best	part?	FluentU	remembers	the	vocabulary	that	youre	learning.	It	gives	you	extra	practice	with	difficult	wordsand	reminds	you	when	its	time	to	review	what	youve	learned.	You	have	a	truly	personalized	experience.Start	using	the	FluentU	website	on	your	computer	or	tablet	or,	better	yet,	download
the	FluentU	app	from	the	iTunes	or	Google	Play	store.	Click	here	to	take	advantage	of	our	current	sale!	(Expires	at	the	end	of	this	month.)
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