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PART 1V
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The producers of This Is Us hinted awhile back that we’d be spending a lot of time with Jack in Vietnam this season, and tonight’s grueling episode certainly made good on that promise. Spotlighting Milo Ventimiglia and set entirely in the past, "Vietnam" finally begins to fill in some gaps when it comes to Jack’s military service, and his relationship
with his brother Nicky. There was a lot to process, so here are six key things you might have missed. 1. The soldier who loses his foot was the man Kevin emailed at the end of last week’s episode. NBCKevin contacted a man named “Mr. Robinson” last week, asking for information about Jack. Tonight, we met the young Don Robinson (Mo McRae), a
soldier who served alongside Jack in Vietnam and shared a rapport with him alongside some good-natured rivalry. As soon as Don started talking about his post-Vietnam dreams of playing major league baseball, you had to know something awful was coming and we're not sure we’'ll ever recover from the sight of Jack handing Don his own severed
foot.2. The wounded soldier Jack was holding in the season premiere wasn’t Nicky.When Rebecca asks Jack about the war on their first date and he downplays how awful it was by telling her he was ‘just a mechanic,” we saw a quick glimpse of a bloodied Jack holding someone in his arms. Since the shot came right before he mentioned Nicky, a lot of
viewers assumed we were seeing a glimpse of the brother's death scene. But this episode includes the full version of that moment, which sees Jack cradling Don after he loses his foot. Meaning we have no idea at all how Nicky will die, or whether Jack will be there with him when he does, or even whether he’s really dead. If there’s one thing This Is Us
has taught us, it’s to question everything!3. It was Don who taught Jack how to breathe. One of the most touching recurring motifs throughout the show has been Jack teaching Randall how to breathe through his panic attacks—remember the gut-wrenching scene when Randall did the same for William in his dying moments? Unsurprisingly, Jack did
not learn that technique from his own father. Instead, he learned it from Don, who (despite having just lost a limb) takes a moment to comfort Jack as he’s about to be medically evacuated. “You’'re scared, Pearson,” Don tells Jack, asking if he ever gets tired of acting like he’s not. “I've been pretending my whole life,” Jack admits. In response, Don puts
a hand on the side of Jack’s face and tells him to breathe, telling him “sometimes we’re so scared that we’re gonna die, we forget to do the thing that keeps us alive.” Jack clearly carried this with him, and years later he taught it to his son. This was so emotional!NBC4. Jack was not drafted, but voluntarily enlisted to be with Nicky.Did not see this
coming! Jack had a medical exemption that meant he avoided the draft (more on that in a second), but Nicky’s number came up. Jack has always been incredibly protective of his little brother—Nicky only half-ironically refers to himself as “Lois Lane” to Jack’s Superman—and so immediately comes up with a plan to get Nicky to Canada to avoid going
to war. But en route, Nicky slips out of their motel room in the middle of the night, leaving a note that explains he’s not going to flee the draft. “It’s my turn to save the day,” he writes.But Nicky does still need saving, at least as far as Jack’s concerned. A letter arrives from Nicky indicating that he’s not doing well in Vietham—he’s been disciplined,
and writes worrying phrases like “I know I'm not getting out of this place alive”—and so Jack has to go and find him. “I just need to be where he is, even if I can’t get to him,” he tells his doctor. “Even if I can’t do anything for him, I just need to be there. He’s my little brother. It’s my job to take care of him.” 5. Jack had a long history of heart problems
before his sudden death.As we all know painfully well by now, it wasn’t the house fire that directly killed Jack, but a heart attack caused by smoke inhalation. And as it turns out, there were warning signs. Jack has had tachycardia (an abnormally fast heart rate) ever since his childhood, and it was severe enough to exempt him from the draft. Jack
downplays the condition as “harmless” when he decides to enlist, but his doctor is clearly concerned. 6. Jack's father wasn't always a monster. NBCThis was a pleasant surprise, because Stanley Pearson has been a pretty one-note villain throughout most of the show. On the one hand, this episode offered a lot more painful details of just how abusive
hie was to his wife and children, making it clear that his violence is a big part of why Jack is so protective of Nicky. There’s also a brutal scene in which Marilyn, Jack and Nicky’s mom, greeted the mailman with a very visible bruise over her eye. “He wasn’t always like this,” Marilyn tells her sons, after they both intervene to physically protect her from
Stanley. And it’s true: In a flashback to the day Nicky was born, Stanley is sweet and supportive, offering fatherly advice to Jack in the waiting room. The appearance of Stanley’s own father, flask in hand, does hint at some of his demons—still, you have to wonder what on earth happened over the next two decades to transform him into such an awful
man. Guess we'll have to wait to find out! This content is imported from OpenWeb. You may be able to find the same content in another format, or you may be able to find more information, at their web site. At least his buffoonish strutting gives us some needed insights into Cersei Lannister’s current mindset. For starters, it’s obvious she still savors
an arrogant man, and Euron has that in spades, more so than post-season 4 Jaime’s newfound nobility. Also, unlike the Cersei of the novels, Headey’s Mad Queen has seemingly remained relatively faithful to her twin—or at least as faithful as practicalities allow. Yet tonight she takes Euron into her bed, much like Robert was wont to do with the many
mistresses Cersei deemed his “whores.” It would seem she really is severing all ties with the rest of her family, and Tyrion is not the only Lannister brother she wishes Bronn to murder with a new bow. For while Bronn is relegated to some season 1 levels of gratuitous sexposition, the subtext is all about Cersei’s state of mind. I predict that Bronn will
not even come close to using the same crossbow Tyrion held to slaughter Tywin unless it appears like Cersei has the upper-hand (which would be very bad news for Daenerys’ dragons), but Cersei has placed Jaime in the same boat as Tyrion. She views him as equally culpable for their father’s death as the brother who pulled the trigger, and it would
appear she is not thinking about the future of her house since the idea of Euron impregnating her with a prince catches her fleeting curiosity. With a glass of wine in hand, likely the same type vintage she refused in the presence of Tyrion during the season 7 finale, it increasingly appears dubious that Cersei is actually pregnant. If she is, Euron
certainly did not notice, and if she isn’t, it would seem her sudden teetotaling posture was a ruse not just to keep Jaime in her bed, but also Tyrion’s guard down. Which raises the question of what else did Tyrion and Cersei discuss when the camera cut away from him falling into her trap? It is hard to say since a lot of season 7’s entrapping setups
turned out to be dead ends. The most glaring of these is the fate of Yara Greyjoy. Kidnapped and imprisoned by Euron, Yara’s capture seemed to be the great test of Theon'’s life; his final chance to prove he really is a wiser if sadder Greyjoy, and not the still heavily traumatized Reek. Instead he frees her in a throwaway scene with relative ease and
has whatever narrative arc was planned for him in season 7 hastily rewritten so that he can live, and probably die, by the Starks’ side at Winterfell. On the one hand, this is fine because Theon’s relationship with the Starks will forever be more interesting than that of the Greyjoys, in no small part because Theon is the only interesting Greyjoy. And on
the other, it makes Yara and the Iron Islands’ entire role in the last two seasons to seem strangely irrelevant. And given how relatively annoying they are, that’s not a good thing. But lest this review appear to be nothing but a slew of critiques (or nitpicks if you prefer), everything that occurred at Winterfell was, again, narrative and cathartic gold of
greater worth than Casterly Rock. Clearly intended to be the hour of reunions, the first episode of season 8 had many familiar faces and scene-partners facing off once more. A special highlight was Sansa Stark bumping into her first husband. Despite sitting before the same royal hearth in Winterfell’s Great Hall, the two do not truly share the screen
until Tyrion approaches the Lady of Winterfell to congratulate her on the loftiness of her title. She returns the favor to the Hand of the Queen. What’s intriguing about these two is that when we last saw them, she was as much a student of Tyrion’s sharp-tongued cunning as she was his hostaged child bride. Now an adult, it is Sansa who enjoys the
sharp words. When Tyrion recalls Joffrey’s wedding as a “miserable affair,” Sansa dryly muses, “It had its moments.” One wonders if Tyrion really is so getting on in years that he could not properly appreciate such a jape. Then again, he’s in awe of the young woman who he notices is thriving after many, in fact all except for himself, wrote her off as a



flighty fool in King’s Landing. Those doubters are all dead this cold morning, except for Cersei—a queen Tyrion has invited to Winterfell. He genuinely should be in awe of Sansa though, as she’s the first to anticipate the fact that the Lannisters are not coming (at least as friends). She calls herself a slow learner, but she did learn, and like Littlefinger
warned, “Fight every battle everywhere, always, in your mind.”
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