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When I first started liking Ladybugs - all those many years ago I quickly found out that there’s far more to Ladybugs than you might think.In spite of this, there’s not much information about how amazing these bugs (sorry - beetles) actually are. So here I've compiled the largest list of interesting facts about Ladybugs, some of them are quite amazing
and are things you perhaps never thought of before.Now next time a Ladybird lands on you, you can proceed to amaze your friends and family with your extended knowledge. Some of these you may well know already, but I really hope you pick up one or two facts about Ladybugs here that you can use in the future.I’ve also saved my favorite most
wonderful fact till last. So here’s the list...CLICK FOR GREEN KID CRAFTS1. An adult ladybug may actually eat up to 75 aphids in a single day! A staggering general figure of 5000 Aphids during its lifetime.2. In Victorian times, it was fairly common for doctors to mash up ladybugs for dental care! They would smear the resulting mixture in a patient’s
mouth as a cure for toothache. There are no details as to whether this worked ... quite frankly I doubt it!3. In Switzerland, ladybugs are called “good God’s little fairy.” You can find out all the Ladybug names around the world here4. Ladybugs can fly up to 37 mph - that’s as fast as a Race Horse5. You can fit 80,000 ladybugs into a one-gallon jug.
Quite why it has to be a gallon jug I'm not sure, but that’s still a lot of ladybugs!Ever had a dream about Ladybugs?Want to know what it means?6. There are known to be 5000 species of Ladybugs in the world. 500 of those varieties are native or have been introduced into the US.7. Male ladybugs are commonly slightly smaller than female ladybugs8.
The Ladybug is used as the official insect for the US states of Delaware, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Tennessee, and Ohio9. Officially speaking, Ladybugs are actually Lady Beetles, not actually bugs at all. The definition differences are that bugs have needle-like mouth parts, whereas, all species of beetles are classed as having chewing mouth
parts as bugs mostly have a liquid diet. In addition, where beetles have hard wings, they are harder wings than bugs.10. When a Ladybug is in flight, it beats its wings 85 times per second.11. A ladybug’s spots are used to warn potential predators that this prey will not taste good.12. A ladybug has two functioning eyes. They are not the white spots
you see, but usually next to those on the outer edge of its head. However, they can’t see very well. Ladybugs can only really see differences in light or dark textures - find out more about how a Ladybug sees the world here.13. Their spots fade in once they are a few hours to a day old. As they age, their spots fade out. Take a look next time you see
one.14. Ladybugs come in all manner of colors, the common red ones are predominant, but they also come in Grey, Black, Yellow, Pink, Blue, Orange, and some say Purple or Green.15. Giving a gift of a Ladybug in some form or another for a newborn baby or child, is believed to provide them with protection.16. The number of spots a Ladybug has
does not denote their age. Some have 2 spots and others have more, all the way up to 24 spots. Some have stripes. And some, like the Paramysia oblonguttatahave for example, have none at all.17. The Elytra, which is the outer shell with spots on it, is made of a material called Chitin, The same material that fingernails are made of. To Work out if a
Ladybug’s Dead, Dying, or Hibernating - click here18. Ladybugs can smell with their feet19. A ‘lady bird deed’ (also known as a ladybird deed) is a special form of life estate contract that affords the owner continued control over the property until their death. After they die, the property is transferred to new owners.20. As cold-blooded species,
ladybugs mainly are diurnal, meaning they are active during the day. This enables them to gain as much available sunlight for mating and feeding.21. Ladybugs mainly communicate with each other through pheromones, these act as chemical signals.22. The Ladybug name came about in ancient times. It is said that farmers prayed for the virgin mary
to save their aphid-infested crops. Along came the Ladybugs, so the ‘lady’ part of their name was taken from the name of the Virgin Mary.CLICK FOR GREEN KID CRAFTS23. Young ladybugs pause in growth during winter hibernation - find out where they go in winter.24. Once hatched, Ladybug larvae (singular; Larva) eat about 350 to 400 aphids in
the space of around 2 weeks. One was recorded as eating as many as 475.25. Ladybugs can fly up to around 3600 feet.26. To help with pest control, Ladybugs are often released around San Diego Zoo and the San Diego Zoo Safari Park grounds.27. Ladybugs cannot fly when temperatures are below 55 °F (13°C).28. Ladybugs become more active once
the temperature reaches near 60°F (16°C).29. You can purchase Ladybugs online for your garden to help combat garden pests.30. When Ladybugs Hibernate in groups, this is known as ‘diapause’31. During the winter months, thousands of millions of Ladybugs can be seen congregating in South Western USA looking for hibernation spots32.
Ladybugs taste and smell with their antennae33. Ladybugs can be a blessing and a curse for Vineyards. They eat the aphid pests, but if too many Ladybugs are processed along with the grapes, then their toxins can sour the aroma and taste of the wine.34. Not all Ladybugs are carnivores, some ladybug species are known to eat plants instead of pests.
Most Ladybugs also eat pollen, nectar, and honeydew.35. When a female lays eggs, she will lay extra unfertilized eggs which act as a tasty snack for their newly hatched Larvae.Ever seen a Purple Ladybug?Find out more aboutPurple Ladybugs Have you ever had a ladybug fly onto your hand? These cute little bugs do more than just show up in
cartoons. Learn some interesting facts about ladybugs, their bodies, where they live, and what they eat; and get a printable ladybug fact and activity sheet for kids to enjoy. Do you love ladybugs? You aren't the only one. These amazing, lucky insects have some pretty fascinating features that you can learn about. Related Articles44 Fun Polar Bear
Facts for Kids We Bet You Don't Snow Ladybugs are also known as ladybirds and lady beetles. Ladybugs aren't actually bugs. They are beetles that are part of the Coccinellidae family. Ladybugs taste horrible to predators because of the oily fluid in their legs. Their bright color is a warning to predators that they taste nasty. Ladybugs can play dead
when they are near something that will eat them. They actually bleed a little from their knees to pull it off. They can live for one to two years. That's a long time in the beetle world. Powderpost beetles only live a few months. Ladybugs stink. It's part of their defense mechanism to keep predators away. And they will group together to become stinkier.
Ladybugs are a sign of good luck. Ladybugs don't have ears, so they don't hear like you do. However, they do hear somehow because scientists discovered that ladybugs don't like loud rock music. Ladybugs are cannibals. These insects will eat other young ladybugs if they get hungry enough. The myth of where their name comes from goes back to the
Middle Ages and the Virgin Mary. Ladybugs have a distinct look to them. It's why people love them so much. Check out a few interesting facts about their famous features. While you might have seen a spotted ladybug, they can have stripes or no spots at all. Some can have over 20 spots on display! There are over 6,000 different ladybugs that come in
several colors, including black. Ladybugs don't use their mouth to taste or their nose to smell. Instead, they use their antennae to do both. They have two sets of wings. The red and polka dot shell, called the elytra, is the first set, and their flying set is underneath. Ladybugs have a compound eye to see. You can only see part of a ladybug's head.
Ladybugs have a headband-like feature called a pronotum that protects their head. Ladybugs have an abdomen protected by their elytra. They have powerful mandibles to help them munch on their food. While ladybugs can fly, they can't fly for long, only about a minute or so. But they've been clocked flying at 37 miles per hour! Ladybugs unfold their
wings to fly around. Ladybugs have six short legs. Like most insects, ladybugs are pretty plentiful. You can find them all over the world. Find out more about what ladybugs eat and where they live. Ladybugs are omnivores. They are partial to eating aphids, which suck sap and irritate farmers. Ladybugs can eat over 50 aphids a day with their
mandibles. Depending on the type, they can also eat mites, fruit flies, and plants. These insects are found all around the world, except in the Arctic areas. You can find ladybugs in forests and grasslands, but they also like cities. They can adapt to lots of different environments, so you can find them on trees, farms, and in your home. Ladybugs
hibernate when they get cold. The seven spotted ladybugs were native to Europe, but introduced around the world to help with pests. Insects have an exciting life cycle. Ladybugs go through four different stages, from an egg to an adult. Explore a few quick facts about a ladybug's lifecycle. Baby ladybugs are born both male and female, just like
Francis in A Bug's Life. Ladybugs lay eggs in clusters, typically 5-50. They can have over 1,000 babies in their life. Ladybugs lay infertile eggs so the new babies can eat them when they are born. The eggs they lay can hatch in about 10 days. When a ladybug hatches, it's called a larval, which lasts for a month. The larval of a ladybug looks like an alien
rather than an adult ladybug. Larval eat a lot so they can grow big and strong and become pupa. Larvae molt four times before becoming a pupa. A pupa attaches to a leaf and spends one to two weeks changing its body to become an adult. Ever been bitten by a ladybug? You might have encountered a bad ladybug. Find out more about these pests
brought into the U.S. Bad ladybugs are, in fact, Asian Lady Beetles, which came from Asia. Asian ladybugs bite by scraping the skin. They can bite dogs in the mouth and cause an infection or harm their stomach if eaten. They stain walls and furniture with their smelly secretions. The stains that these beetles create can cause allergic reactions. You
can recognize an Asian ladybug by the M or W behind its head. These beetles typically have white cheek markings. These beetles sneak into your home through cracks, which is uncommon for native ladybugs. The scientific name for Asian ladybugs is Harmonia axyridis. If you are a bug fan, ladybugs might make it to the top of your list. They help out
farmers and can be a sign of good luck. However, you can also encounter bad ladybugs too. Want to learn more thrilling facts? Read all about polar bears and rainbows. Related Topics © 2025 LoveToKnow Media. All rights reserved. Uncover interesting facts about ladybugs! From their rainbow of colors to their role as garden heroes, explore the
intriguing world of these tiny insects. Perfect for young explorers and curious minds. Get ready to dive into the enchanting world of ladybugs, those tiny, spotted insects that are as interesting as they are cute. These colorful critters are more than just pretty faces, and we’re here to share some fascinating facts about ladybugs that will make you
appreciate them even more. First off, did you know that ladybugs come in many different colors? While the red ones with black spots are the most famous, you can also find ladybugs that are orange, yellow, or even completely black with red spots. Talk about a stylish insect! But ladybugs aren’t just about looks. They are superheroes for your garden
because they love to gobble up pesky pests and other tiny plant-destroying insects. Imagine having a tiny, spotted gardener helping to protect your plants! Ladybugs also have some cool survival tricks up their sleeves. When they’re in danger, they can ooze out a smelly liquid from their joints to scare away predators. It’s like their own secret weapon!
So, get ready to explore the world of ladybugs and discover more astonishing facts about these little wonders of nature. They might just become your new favorite insect friends! Females will lay up to 1,000 eggs within a few months, generally from spring to early summer.Ladybugs are found in all continents except Antarctica.There are about 450
species of ladybugs on our continent, and they come in yellow, black, pink, orange, and brown. Additionally, some have stripes instead of dots.A ladybug’s bright colors warn predators to stay away.Some species of ladybugs are able to store fat in their bodies and can survive for several months without food. Once Laid, the Ladybug eggs incubate for a
period of around 5 to 8 days before hatching.Ladybugs become more active once the temperature reaches near 60°F (16°C).They are most abundant in North America and Europe.The blood of a ladybug is yellow and contains a strong smell that predators dislike.Ladybugs live for about a year. Ladybugs smell with their feet and antennae.On rare
occasions, these insects can live up to two years.Ladybugs stink. It’s part of their defense mechanism to keep predators away. And they will group together to become stinkier.The hard shell of a ladybug helps in protecting its organs. Ladybugs can fly up to 37 mph - that’s as fast as a Race Horse. Not all Ladybugs are carnivores, some ladybug species
are known to eat plants instead of pests. Most Ladybugs also eat pollen, nectar, and honeydew.Some species of ladybugs are able to adapt to new habitats, such as farms and greenhouses.Ladybugs are able to fly long distances in search of food and mates.The more aggressive Asian Lady Beetle, also known as the Harlequin Ladybug is an invasive
species released by the US government in the mid-1900s to help reduce the agricultural pest population. It has since led to the depletion of native species.Ladybugs belong to the order Coleoptera, which is the largest order of insects. Ladybugs are a common subject in art, literature, and folklore.Their spots fade in once they are a few hours to a day
old. As they age, their spots fade out. Take a look next time you see one.There are about 5,000 different species of ladybugs in the world.These small insects are more accurately called ladybeetles or ladybird beetles. Ladybugs bleed from their knees when threatened. Not All Ladybugs Are Black and Red.Young ladybugs pause in growth during winter
hibernation.Ladybugs can see in many directions at once. It also means that their quality of vision is not great and they can only see in black and white.Ladybug larvae resemble tiny alligators, with elongated bodies and bumpy skin.Most ladybugs have oval, dome-shaped bodies with six short legs. They Aren’t All Red With Black Spotshe name
ladybug was originally called “ladybird”. Originated in Britain where the insects became known as “Our Lady’s bird” or the Lady beetle.The ladybug was first discovered in the year 1853 in Colorado, USA.Ladybugs and ladybug larvae eat more than 50 different species of aphids, and can eat more than 500 aphids a day! They can have as many as 16
spots, but some ladybugs have no spots at all. Ladybugs taste horrible to predators because of the oily fluid in their legs.Ladybugs are named after the Virgin Mary.Ladybugs are attracted to bright lights and are often seen gathering near windows and lights at night.Ladybugs are only poisonous to animals and other bugs when they are
consumed.Ladybugs have lots of defense mechanisms. The Scientific Name for Ladybug is Coccinellidae Septempunctata.Farmers Use Ladybugs to Control Other Insects. The first experiment on using ladybugs as pest controllers was in the late 1880s.The average size of a ladybug is between 3 and 8 mm.Underneath this shell are their hidden wings.
These unfold at a speed of 0.1 seconds and are significantly bigger than the ladybug’s body.Some species of ladybugs are able to fly, while others are flightless. Ladybugs’ Numbers Are Declining.Ladybugs mainly communicate with each other through pheromones, these act as chemical signals.Ladybugs have short, rounded head with large eyes and a
short, flexible neck.Ladybugs cannot fly when temperatures are below 55 °F (13°C).Their legs are short and have claws for clinging to surfaces. When Ladybugs Hibernate in groups, this is known as ‘diapause’Ladybugs chew by moving their jaws side to side.During the winter months, thousands of millions of Ladybugs can be seen congregating in
South Western USA looking for hibernation spots.In 1999, four ladybugs went to space! The four lucky bugs were brought to space, along with their favorite snack, aphids, so that scientists could observe how the predators and their prey would interact in zero gravity. Ladybugs lay extra eggs as a snack for their young. Ladybugs usually protect
themselves from predators in one of two ways: They either play dead or secrete a fluid from their legs to make themselves taste bad.Ladybugs do not breathe through their mouths, but through parts of their abdomen and thorax through openings called Spiracles.In Switzerland, ladybugs are called “good God’s little fairy.” You’'ll need a program that
supports PDFs. Adobe Acrobat is a great option. Open the program, click file, then print. Select your printer and the number of copies you want to print. Be sure you click double-sided if you want it to print on both sides. You may not resell any printable that you find on our website or in our resource library. You may use them for class parties, at
church, at home, or in the classroom. You may get these printed at an office supply store or copy center at your own expense. Ladybugs can be found in many colors, not just red and black, with over 5,000 species worldwide.Ladybugs help control pests by eating insects like aphids, and some farmers use them for pest control.Some ladybugs, like the
Asian ladybug, have become pests themselves by outcompeting native insect species. Want to learn 10 facts about ladybugs that will enhance your understanding of these fascinating creatures? For starters, they're also known as ladybirds or lady beetles. They are beloved because they are beneficial predators, cheerfully chomping on garden pests
such as aphids. But ladybugs aren't really bugs at all! They belong to the order Coleoptera, which includes all beetles. Europeans have called these dome-backed beetles by the name ladybirds, or ladybird beetles, for over 500 years. In America, the name "ladybug" is preferred; scientists usually use the common name lady beetle for accuracy.
Although ladybugs (called Coccinellidae) are most often red or yellow with black dots, you can find the same species of ladybugs in nearly every color of the rainbow, often in contrasting pairs. The most common are red and black or yellow and black, but some are as plain as black and white, while others are as exotic as dark blue and orange. Some
species of ladybug are spotted, others have stripes, and still others sport a checked pattern. There are 5,000 different species of ladybugs, 450 of which live in North America. Color patterns are connected to their living quarters; generalists that live pretty much anywhere have fairly simple patterns of two strikingly different colors that they wear
year-round. Others that live in specific habitats have more complex coloration, and some can change color throughout the year. Specialist ladybugs use camouflage coloration to match the vegetation when they're in hibernation and develop the characteristic bright colors to warn off predators during their mating season. According to

legend, European crops during the Middle Ages were plagued by pests. Farmers began praying to the Blessed Lady, the Virgin Mary. Soon, the farmers started seeing beneficial ladybugs in their fields, and the crops were miraculously saved from the pests. The farmers began calling the red and black beetles "our lady's birds" or lady beetles. In
Germany, these insects go by the name Marienkafer, which means "Mary beetles." The seven-spotted lady beetle is believed to be the first one named for the Virgin Mary; the red color is said to represent her cloak, and the black spots her seven sorrows. Startle an adult ladybug and a foul-smelling hemolymph will seep from its leg joints, leaving
yellow stains on the surface below, a rather unpleasant ladybug fact. Potential predators may be deterred by the vile-smelling mix of alkaloids and equally repulsed by the sight of a seemingly sickly beetle. Ladybug larvae can also ooze alkaloids from their abdomens. Like many other insects, ladybugs use aposematic coloration to signal their toxicity
to would-be predators. Insect-eating birds and other animals learn to avoid meals that come in red and black and are more likely to steer clear of a ladybug lunch. Brett Hondow / Getty Images The ladybug lifecycle begins when a batch of bright-yellow eggs are laid on branches near food sources. They hatch as larvae in four to 10 days and then spend
about three weeks feeding up—the earliest arrivals may eat some of the eggs that have not yet hatched. Once they're well-fed, they'll begin to build a pupa, and after seven to 10 days they emerge as adults. The insects typically live for about a year. © Jackie Bale/Getty Images If you're unfamiliar with ladybug larvae, you would probably never guess
that these odd creatures are young ladybugs. Like alligators in miniature, they have long, pointed abdomens, spiny bodies, and legs that protrude from their sides. The larvae feed and grow for about a month, and during this stage they often consume hundreds of aphids. Bill Draker/Getty Images Our favorite ladybug fact is that almost all of them
feed on soft-bodied insects and serve as beneficial predators of plant pests. Gardeners welcome ladybugs with open arms, knowing they will munch on the most prolific plant pests. Ladybugs love to eat scale insects, whiteflies, mites, and aphids. As larvae, they eat pests by the hundreds. A hungry adult ladybug can devour 50 aphids per day, and
scientists estimate that the insect consumes as many as 5,000 aphids over its lifetime. Because ladybugs have long been known to eat the gardener's pestilent aphids and other insects, there have been many attempts to use ladybugs to control these pests. The first attempt—and one of the most successful—was in the late 1880s, when an Australian
ladybug (Rodolia cardinalis) was imported into California to control the cottony cushion scale. The experiment was expensive, but in 1890, the orange crop in California tripled. Not all such experiments work. After the California orange success, over 40 different ladybug species were introduced to North America, but only four species were
successfully established. The best successes have helped farmers control scale insects and mealybugs. Systematic aphid control is rarely successful because aphids reproduce much more rapidly than ladybugs do. You may have personally experienced the effects of one of the biological control experiments that had unintended consequences. The Asian
or harlequin ladybug (Harmonia axyridis) was introduced to the United States in the 1980s and is now the most common ladybug in many parts of North America. While it did depress the aphid population in some crop systems, it also caused declines in native species of other aphid-eaters. The North American ladybug is not endangered yet, but its
overall numbers have decreased, and some scientists believe that is the result of harlequin competition. Some other negative effects are also associated with harlequins. In late summer, the ladybug gets ready for its winter dormancy period by dining on fruit, specifically ripe grapes. Because they blend in with the fruit, the ladybug gets harvested with
the crop, and if the winemakers don't get rid of the ladybugs, the nasty taste of the "knee bleed" will taint the vintage. H. axyridis also like to over-winter in houses, and some houses are invaded in each year by hundreds, thousands, or even tens of thousands of ladybugs. Their knee-bleeding ways can stain furniture, and they occasionally bite people.
Near large bodies of water all over the world, massive numbers of Coccinellidae, dead and alive, occasionally or regularly appear on the shorelines. The largest washup to date happened in the early 1940s when an estimated 4.5 billion individuals were spread over 21 kilometers of shoreline in Libya. Only a small number of them were still alive. Why
this occurs is still not understood by the scientific community. Hypotheses fall into three categories: ladybugs travel by floating (they can survive afloat for a day or more); the insects aggregate along shorelines because of a reluctance to cross large bodies of water; low-flying ladybugs are forced ashore or into the water by windstorms or other
weather events. Of all of the 10 facts about ladybugs on this list, this one is the most chilling: If food is scarce, ladybugs will do what they must to survive, even if it means eating each other. A hungry ladybug will make a meal of any soft-bodied sibling it encounters. Newly emerged adults or recently molted larvae are soft enough for the average
ladybug to chew. Eggs or pupae also provide protein to a ladybug that has run out of aphids. In fact, scientists believe that ladybugs will deliberately lay infertile eggs as a ready source of food for their young hatchlings. When times are tough, a ladybug may lay an increased number of infertile eggs to give her babies a better chance of surviving.
Ladybugs can be found in many colors, not just red and black, with over 5,000 species worldwide.Ladybugs help control pests by eating insects like aphids, and some farmers use them for pest control.Some ladybugs, like the Asian ladybug, have become pests themselves by outcompeting native insect species. Want to learn 10 facts about ladybugs
that will enhance your understanding of these fascinating creatures? For starters, they're also known as ladybirds or lady beetles. They are beloved because they are beneficial predators, cheerfully chomping on garden pests such as aphids. But ladybugs aren't really bugs at all! They belong to the order Coleoptera, which includes all beetles.
Europeans have called these dome-backed beetles by the name ladybirds, or ladybird beetles, for over 500 years. In America, the name "ladybug" is preferred; scientists usually use the common name lady beetle for accuracy. Although ladybugs (called Coccinellidae) are most often red or yellow with black dots, you can find the same species of
ladybugs in nearly every color of the rainbow, often in contrasting pairs. The most common are red and black or yellow and black, but some are as plain as black and white, while others are as exotic as dark blue and orange. Some species of ladybug are spotted, others have stripes, and still others sport a checked pattern. There are 5,000 different
species of ladybugs, 450 of which live in North America. Color patterns are connected to their living quarters; generalists that live pretty much anywhere have fairly simple patterns of two strikingly different colors that they wear year-round. Others that live in specific habitats have more complex coloration, and some can change color throughout the
year. Specialist ladybugs use camouflage coloration to match the vegetation when they're in hibernation and develop the characteristic bright colors to warn off predators during their mating season. According to legend, European crops during the Middle Ages were plagued by pests. Farmers began praying to the Blessed Lady, the Virgin Mary. Soon,
the farmers started seeing beneficial ladybugs in their fields, and the crops were miraculously saved from the pests. The farmers began calling the red and black beetles "our lady's birds" or lady beetles. In Germany, these insects go by the name Marienkafer, which means "Mary beetles." The seven-spotted lady beetle is believed to be the first one
named for the Virgin Mary; the red color is said to represent her cloak, and the black spots her seven sorrows. Startle an adult ladybug and a foul-smelling hemolymph will seep from its leg joints, leaving yellow stains on the surface below, a rather unpleasant ladybug fact. Potential predators may be deterred by the vile-smelling mix of alkaloids and
equally repulsed by the sight of a seemingly sickly beetle. Ladybug larvae can also ooze alkaloids from their abdomens. Like many other insects, ladybugs use aposematic coloration to signal their toxicity to would-be predators. Insect-eating birds and other animals learn to avoid meals that come in red and black and are more likely to steer clear of a
ladybug lunch. Brett Hondow / Getty Images The ladybug lifecycle begins when a batch of bright-yellow eggs are laid on branches near food sources. They hatch as larvae in four to 10 days and then spend about three weeks feeding up—the earliest arrivals may eat some of the eggs that have not yet hatched. Once they're well-fed, they'll begin to
build a pupa, and after seven to 10 days they emerge as adults. The insects typically live for about a year. © Jackie Bale/Getty Images If you're unfamiliar with ladybug larvae, you would probably never guess that these odd creatures are young ladybugs. Like alligators in miniature, they have long, pointed abdomens, spiny bodies, and legs that
protrude from their sides. The larvae feed and grow for about a month, and during this stage they often consume hundreds of aphids. Bill Draker/Getty Images Our favorite ladybug fact is that almost all of them feed on soft-bodied insects and serve as beneficial predators of plant pests. Gardeners welcome ladybugs with open arms, knowing they will
munch on the most prolific plant pests. Ladybugs love to eat scale insects, whiteflies, mites, and aphids. As larvae, they eat pests by the hundreds. A hungry adult ladybug can devour 50 aphids per day, and scientists estimate that the insect consumes as many as 5,000 aphids over its lifetime. Because ladybugs have long been known to eat the
gardener's pestilent aphids and other insects, there have been many attempts to use ladybugs to control these pests. The first attempt—and one of the most successful—was in the late 1880s, when an Australian ladybug (Rodolia cardinalis) was imported into California to control the cottony cushion scale. The experiment was expensive, but in 1890,
the orange crop in California tripled. Not all such experiments work. After the California orange success, over 40 different ladybug species were introduced to North America, but only four species were successfully established. The best successes have helped farmers control scale insects and mealybugs. Systematic aphid control is rarely successful
because aphids reproduce much more rapidly than ladybugs do. You may have personally experienced the effects of one of the biological control experiments that had unintended consequences. The Asian or harlequin ladybug (Harmonia axyridis) was introduced to the United States in the 1980s and is now the most common ladybug in many parts of
North America. While it did depress the aphid population in some crop systems, it also caused declines in native species of other aphid-eaters. The North American ladybug is not endangered yet, but its overall numbers have decreased, and some scientists believe that is the result of harlequin competition. Some other negative effects are also
associated with harlequins. In late summer, the ladybug gets ready for its winter dormancy period by dining on fruit, specifically ripe grapes. Because they blend in with the fruit, the ladybug gets harvested with the crop, and if the winemakers don't get rid of the ladybugs, the nasty taste of the "knee bleed" will taint the vintage. H. axyridis also like
to over-winter in houses, and some houses are invaded in each year by hundreds, thousands, or even tens of thousands of ladybugs. Their knee-bleeding ways can stain furniture, and they occasionally bite people. Near large bodies of water all over the world, massive numbers of Coccinellidae, dead and alive, occasionally or regularly appear on the
shorelines. The largest washup to date happened in the early 1940s when an estimated 4.5 billion individuals were spread over 21 kilometers of shoreline in Libya. Only a small number of them were still alive. Why this occurs is still not understood by the scientific community. Hypotheses fall into three categories: ladybugs travel by floating (they can
survive afloat for a day or more); the insects aggregate along shorelines because of a reluctance to cross large bodies of water; low-flying ladybugs are forced ashore or into the water by windstorms or other weather events. Of all of the 10 facts about ladybugs on this list, this one is the most chilling: If food is scarce, ladybugs will do what they must
to survive, even if it means eating each other. A hungry ladybug will make a meal of any soft-bodied sibling it encounters. Newly emerged adults or recently molted larvae are soft enough for the average ladybug to chew. Eggs or pupae also provide protein to a ladybug that has run out of aphids. In fact, scientists believe that ladybugs will deliberately
lay infertile eggs as a ready source of food for their young hatchlings. When times are tough, a ladybug may lay an increased number of infertile eggs to give her babies a better chance of surviving. We consider the ladybug to be one of the world’s most visually appealing insects. We also consider the ladybug useful to humans and the environment.
This is because they consume many insects each day. These insects are often pests that feed on plants and important crops. Ladybugs are beneficial to humans because they lessen the number of pests around the area. Ladybugs can also live in several types of environments such as grasslands, cities, suburbs, and many more. Have we got you curious
now? Find out more about these attractive little beetles with our collection of ladybug facts. The ladybug was first discovered in the year 1853 in Colorado, USA. There are approximately over 5,000 species of ladybugs that have been discovered. The average lifespan of a ladybug is one year. On rare occasions, these insects can live up to two years.
Ladybugs can eat about 50 aphids a day to satisfy their appetites. The ladybug is also known by its scientific name, Coccinellidae. Ladybugs are typically 0.8 to 18 mm in size and are part of the widespread family of beetles. The ladybug is classified in the Animalia kingdom in the Insecta class. The name coccinellids come from the Latin word that
translates into ‘scarlet’. Ladybugs can come in different colors apart from red, such as yellow, orange, and brown. Common ladybugs typically have around 2 to 7 spots on its body. Ladybugs are also known to produce sexually during mating seasons in the spring and early summer. The male ladybug is considered to be generally smaller compared to
the female counterpart. Ladybugs can fly up to 74 miles straight without rest. Ladybugs are considered to be more abundant in areas that regularly experience tropical climates. Some ladybugs also have stripe patterns on their back. Ladybugs can also come in other colors such as black, white, and pink. The common ladybug has a total of six legs and
four wings. The blood of a ladybug is yellow and contains a strong smell that predators dislike. Ladybugs lay hundreds of eggs in clusters or rows on the underside of a leaf. We consider ladybugs to be highly beneficial to humans as they act as a free form of pest control for plant life and other crops. On average, a ladybug will consume over 5,000
insects in its lifetime. This is equivalent to around 500 insects each month. Additionally, scientists have also found that ladybugs could save hundreds of crops each year from common pests in the United States. This is also thanks to the abundance of these insects found in the country. Apart from plant-eating insects and pests, ladybugs also consume
aphids. Aphids are soft-bodied insects that commonly harm crops and other plants found in the wild. Ladybug facts important to farmers everywhere! Source: Pexels In a study conducted by Clarkson University in 2010, scientists successfully recorded the faint noises that tiny insects such as ladybugs and similar insects make. The head scientist of
this project, Igor Sokolov, accomplished this by the use of atomic force microscopy. This method was used to record sub-nano oscillations of extremely faint noises. They categorized these noises to be less than an amplitude of a single atom at high frequencies. This tool is also similar to that of a normal stethoscope. Scientists made use of a small
probe on the device and placed it on each insect to record its sounds. The aim of the study hopes to discover the many unknown features and as well as the physiology of insects which could help in finding solutions for problems caused by different species of insects. Cool ladybug facts! We can trace the remnants of these beliefs back as far as ancient
times. During this period, many superstitions regarding these insects began. In France, they believe the ladybug can cure the ailments of a person. It would grant this healing effect if a ladybug lands on them when they are sick or feeling unwell. Similarly, in Belgium, good luck comes from the ladybug when it crawls across the hand of a lady. When
this occurs, Belgians believe it to be a sign that she will get married sometime shortly after this encounter. While there are many stories and beliefs regarding the luck that a ladybug can grant you, there are also superstitions that state that a ladybug can bring bad luck. Such as ladybugs placing a curse on the person if they harm it intentionally or try
to kill it. Superstitious ladybug facts! Source: Pexels Read also: 27 Facts About Mantella Frog When threatened by a predator, the ladybug has a known defense mechanism referred to as the ‘reflex bleeding’. When this is activated, it exudes an alkaloid toxin found in its body through the joints of the exoskeleton. This defense mechanism is triggered
by mechanical stimulation such as predator attacks. This can also occur in both its larval and adult stage of its life. When predators attempt to eat them, they can be poisoned regardless of the ladybug’s stage in life. Additionally, the shell of a ladybug is also used as a camouflage technique where it can blend in with plants and other surfaces. This
allows the ladybug to hide from its predators. Common predators that these insects often face are animals such as birds and frogs, and other insects such as spiders, wasps, and dragonflies. British ladybug facts! While the exact reason is yet to be discovered, it commonly refers to the ladybug as a bishop. There are also many other different variants
of the name depending on the location in England. These variants include ‘the amazing bushy bishy barnabee’, ‘our lady’s bird’, ‘ladybird’, and also ‘lady beetle’. Somewhere around 2003, the ladybug population in England was also noticed to have significantly shifted because of environmental issues. Since then, ladybugs that live in parts of England
can typically be found in several areas with relatively warmer and damper conditions to aid in their survival as these insects also feed on mildew found growing on damp organic material such as plants. Source: Pexels All species of ladybugs have a large and rounded protective shell on their backs to protect its fragile wings when it is not in flight. This
protective shell is also called the elytra, where it is also considered to be a type of changed forewings as they can open and close on command when a ladybug takes flight or lands on surfaces. This hard shell also protects the organs inside of their small bodies and protects them from predators as the color and pattern on their back show a warning
sign towards other creatures. To some predators, the bright color and pattern on the shell of a ladybug also make it seem to be poisonous or have a foul taste to them. After some time, scientists have discovered why spots occur in the shell of ladybugs. According to research, this is because of the genetics of the insect and are determined by its
species. As the ladybug grows and develops from its larval stage, the pattern emerges slowly. Once this stage occurs, the vivid color of the insect will brighten within a few days. Research has also shown that the color on the shell of a ladybug typically shows to be fuller. This color is also darker in shade than the color of the callow. Currently, there is
no confirmed method of how to determine the age of a ladybug. This may be due to how short their average lifespan is. Source: Pexels After they have finished mating, the female will lay around 10 to 50 eggs on the underside of a leafy plant. These plants typically contain a source of food for when its children hatch. Typically, this is done on a plant
with a prime source of aphids on it. Once the eggs are ready to hatch, not all of them will survive. Instead, some of these eggs serve as extra food for the others to survive. Ladybugs can mate multiple times during the spring and summer. Additionally, the female can also lay up to one thousand eggs throughout each mating season. Research shows
that ladybugs remain active until the fall or when the local weather turns cold. During this time, these insects look for a warm place to hibernate. These places include the inside of rotting logs, underneath rocks, or even inside human homes where they hibernate in colonies. During the winter, a colony of hibernating ladybugs can have over a
thousand individual members. These members will all come out together once the weather becomes less cold and spring begins. The reason for its large hibernating groups is to allow them to huddle up together to insulate heat. This allows each of them to keep from freezing and dying during the cold months of winter. Source: Pexels Read also: 39
Facts About Ohio Minks Here’s some... holy ladybug facts. The Oxford English Dictionary notes that the ladybug’s first gained name was about the Virgin Mary. It also considers this name to be the same as that of the Virgin Mary mentioned in the Christian religion. According to the dictionary, the name was given as a reference to the 7 spots on its
shell. They believed these spots to be a symbol of the seven sorrows that the Virgin Mary had suffered. Over time, many other variations of the name had been used to refer to the beetle. However, the term ladybug had become the most well-known and used around the world. Our commitment to delivering trustworthy and engaging content is at the
heart of what we do. Each fact on our site is contributed by real users like you, bringing a wealth of diverse insights and information. To ensure the highest standards of accuracy and reliability, our dedicated editors meticulously review each submission. This process guarantees that the facts we share are not only fascinating but also credible. Trust in
our commitment to quality and authenticity as you explore and learn with us. Ladybugs, or lady beetles, are insects in the beetle family. There are about 5,000 species of these tiny insects, and most of them are quite helpful. Although best known as a red insect with black spots, ladybugs come in a variety of colors, and some have stripes or no
markings at all. These little hard-shelled creatures are harmless to humans and helpful to gardeners. From their hidden wings to their talent for warding off predators, discover fascinating facts about the lovable ladybug. These small insects are more accurately called lady beetles or ladybird beetles. Ladybug is the American name given to the
Coccinellidae family of beetles. Bugs have needle-like mouthparts and a mostly liquid diet, while beetles can chew and enjoy munching on plants and insects. Beetles also have hard wings, while bugs have softer wings or no wings at all. Beetles go through a complete metamorphosis, while bugs look about the same throughout their entire life cycle.
tcareob72 / Shutterstock Though most people think of ladybugs as red with black spots, not all species of ladybugs look like that. There are about 5,000 species of ladybugs in the world, including 450 in North America. In addition to red, they can also be yellow, orange, brown, pink, or even all black. Their spots, which some ladybugs don't have at all,
can look more like stripes. Henrik Larsson / Shutterstock Ladybugs earn their place as a desirable insect based on their preferred diet of plant-damaging insects, including aphids. Ladybugs lay hundreds of eggs in aphid colonies, and as soon as they hatch, the larvae immediately start feeding. An adult ladybug may eat as many as 5,000 aphids in its
lifetime. These beneficial insects also eat fruit flies, thrips, and mites. Different species of ladybugs have different food preferences. While many prey on garden pests, some, like the Mexican bean beetle and the squash beetle, feed on plants and are unwelcome pests themselves. Instead of heading south for the winter, ladybugs living in colder
climates enter diapause, a type of insect hibernation. When the aphids begin to disappear, ladybugs realize that winter is coming and flock together to reproduce right before entering hibernation. During this period, which can last as long as nine months, they live on their fat reserves, which hold them until spring when insects become plentiful again.
Darkdiamond67 / Shutterstock The spots and bright colors on ladybugs are not for looks alone. They are meant to warn would-be attackers that this beetle tastes terrible. Beyond their warning colors, ladybugs have another line of defense: They emit foul-smelling blood from their leg joints when they’re startled. This yellow liquid is toxic to many
ladybug predators such as birds and small mammals. When all else fails, ladybugs are known to play dead, giving them a third defense mechanism in a world of eat or be eaten. They aren’t often preyed upon thanks to all of this protection, but some insect species — assassin bugs, stink bugs, and spiders — eat ladybugs. Legend has it that the “lady” in
lady beetle dates back to the Middle Ages. The story is that farmers' crops were being damaged by swarms of aphids. But after the farmers prayed to the Virgin Mary for help, the ladybugs arrived, ate all the aphids, and saved the day. The farmers were so grateful that from then on they referred to the insects as “Our Lady’s beetles.” Christiana
Fletcher / Getty Images Female ladybugs lay as many as 1,000 tiny gold-colored eggs during a single season, but not all of the eggs make it to adulthood. While they prefer to lay their eggs on leaves covered with aphids, when prey is in short supply, the ladybugs may eat the eggs and larvae. In fact, ladybugs plan ahead for supply shortages; when
food is scarce, ladybugs lay infertile eggs to provide for their offspring. Much like butterflies, ladybugs go through four stages before they complete their metamorphosis. They begin as tiny eggs that hatch into larvae that resemble tiny spiny alligators. Then they begin the pupal stage, which lasts around two weeks. In their final phase, they become
adult ladybugs and their hidden wings appear. Adult ladybugs have a recognizable smooth dome shape, and their forewings are protected by an outer shell, or elytra. Underneath the outer shell is a pair of thin hind wings that unfold at a speed of 0.1 seconds and are significantly larger than the ladybug's body. Once unfolded, ladybug wings move at a
rate of 85 beats per second. Researchers studying a decline in native ladybugs in the United States and Canada theorize that the population reduction may be due to the introduction of non-native species, climate change, land-use changes, disease, or shifts in the availability of prey. In an effort to track ladybug populations, entomologists at Cornell
University created the Lost Ladybug Project, a citizen-based effort to spot, photograph, and report on ladybugs across North America. How can financial brands set themselves apart through visual storytelling? Our experts explain how.Learn MoreThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover
The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesHow can financial brands set themselves apart through visual storytelling? Our experts explain how.Learn MoreThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The
CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesHow can financial brands set themselves apart through visual storytelling? Our experts explain how.Learn MoreThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The
CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' Favorites Ladybugs can be found in many colors, not just red and black, with over 5,000 species worldwide.Ladybugs help control pests by eating insects like aphids, and some farmers use them for pest control.Some ladybugs, like the
Asian ladybug, have become pests themselves by outcompeting native insect species. Want to learn 10 facts about ladybugs that will enhance your understanding of these fascinating creatures? For starters, they're also known as ladybirds or lady beetles. They are beloved because they are beneficial predators, cheerfully chomping on garden pests
such as aphids. But ladybugs aren't really bugs at all! They belong to the order Coleoptera, which includes all beetles. Europeans have called these dome-backed beetles by the name ladybirds, or ladybird beetles, for over 500 years. In America, the name "ladybug" is preferred; scientists usually use the common name lady beetle for accuracy.
Although ladybugs (called Coccinellidae) are most often red or yellow with black dots, you can find the same species of ladybugs in nearly every color of the rainbow, often in contrasting pairs. The most common are red and black or yellow and black, but some are as plain as black and white, while others are as exotic as dark blue and orange. Some
species of ladybug are spotted, others have stripes, and still others sport a checked pattern. There are 5,000 different species of ladybugs, 450 of which live in North America. Color patterns are connected to their living quarters; generalists that live pretty much anywhere have fairly simple patterns of two strikingly different colors that they wear
year-round. Others that live in specific habitats have more complex coloration, and some can change color throughout the year. Specialist ladybugs use camouflage coloration to match the vegetation when they're in hibernation and develop the characteristic bright colors to warn off predators during their mating season. According to

legend, European crops during the Middle Ages were plagued by pests. Farmers began praying to the Blessed Lady, the Virgin Mary. Soon, the farmers started seeing beneficial ladybugs in their fields, and the crops were miraculously saved from the pests. The farmers began calling the red and black beetles "our lady's birds" or lady beetles. In
Germany, these insects go by the name Marienkafer, which means "Mary beetles." The seven-spotted lady beetle is believed to be the first one named for the Virgin Mary; the red color is said to represent her cloak, and the black spots her seven sorrows. Startle an adult ladybug and a foul-smelling hemolymph will seep from its leg joints, leaving
yellow stains on the surface below, a rather unpleasant ladybug fact. Potential predators may be deterred by the vile-smelling mix of alkaloids and equally repulsed by the sight of a seemingly sickly beetle. Ladybug larvae can also ooze alkaloids from their abdomens. Like many other insects, ladybugs use aposematic coloration to signal their toxicity
to would-be predators. Insect-eating birds and other animals learn to avoid meals that come in red and black and are more likely to steer clear of a ladybug lunch. Brett Hondow / Getty Images The ladybug lifecycle begins when a batch of bright-yellow eggs are laid on branches near food sources. They hatch as larvae in four to 10 days and then spend
about three weeks feeding up—the earliest arrivals may eat some of the eggs that have not yet hatched. Once they're well-fed, they'll begin to build a pupa, and after seven to 10 days they emerge as adults. The insects typically live for about a year. © Jackie Bale/Getty Images If you're unfamiliar with ladybug larvae, you would probably never guess
that these odd creatures are young ladybugs. Like alligators in miniature, they have long, pointed abdomens, spiny bodies, and legs that protrude from their sides. The larvae feed and grow for about a month, and during this stage they often consume hundreds of aphids. Bill Draker/Getty Images Our favorite ladybug fact is that almost all of them
feed on soft-bodied insects and serve as beneficial predators of plant pests. Gardeners welcome ladybugs with open arms, knowing they will munch on the most prolific plant pests. Ladybugs love to eat scale insects, whiteflies, mites, and aphids. As larvae, they eat pests by the hundreds. A hungry adult ladybug can devour 50 aphids per day, and
scientists estimate that the insect consumes as many as 5,000 aphids over its lifetime. Because ladybugs have long been known to eat the gardener's pestilent aphids and other insects, there have been many attempts to use ladybugs to control these pests. The first attempt—and one of the most successful—was in the late 1880s, when an Australian
ladybug (Rodolia cardinalis) was imported into California to control the cottony cushion scale. The experiment was expensive, but in 1890, the orange crop in California tripled. Not all such experiments work. After the California orange success, over 40 different ladybug species were introduced to North America, but only four species were
successfully established. The best successes have helped farmers control scale insects and mealybugs. Systematic aphid control is rarely successful because aphids reproduce much more rapidly than ladybugs do. You may have personally experienced the effects of one of the biological control experiments that had unintended consequences. The Asian
or harlequin ladybug (Harmonia axyridis) was introduced to the United States in the 1980s and is now the most common ladybug in many parts of North America. While it did depress the aphid population in some crop systems, it also caused declines in native species of other aphid-eaters. The North American ladybug is not endangered yet, but its
overall numbers have decreased, and some scientists believe that is the result of harlequin competition. Some other negative effects are also associated with harlequins. In late summer, the ladybug gets ready for its winter dormancy period by dining on fruit, specifically ripe grapes. Because they blend in with the fruit, the ladybug gets harvested with
the crop, and if the winemakers don't get rid of the ladybugs, the nasty taste of the "knee bleed" will taint the vintage. H. axyridis also like to over-winter in houses, and some houses are invaded in each year by hundreds, thousands, or even tens of thousands of ladybugs. Their knee-bleeding ways can stain furniture, and they occasionally bite people.
Near large bodies of water all over the world, massive numbers of Coccinellidae, dead and alive, occasionally or regularly appear on the shorelines. The largest washup to date happened in the early 1940s when an estimated 4.5 billion individuals were spread over 21 kilometers of shoreline in Libya. Only a small number of them were still alive. Why
this occurs is still not understood by the scientific community. Hypotheses fall into three categories: ladybugs travel by floating (they can survive afloat for a day or more); the insects aggregate along shorelines because of a reluctance to cross large bodies of water; low-flying ladybugs are forced ashore or into the water by windstorms or other
weather events. Of all of the 10 facts about ladybugs on this list, this one is the most chilling: If food is scarce, ladybugs will do what they must to survive, even if it means eating each other. A hungry ladybug will make a meal of any soft-bodied sibling it encounters. Newly emerged adults or recently molted larvae are soft enough for the average
ladybug to chew. Eggs or pupae also provide protein to a ladybug that has run out of aphids. In fact, scientists believe that ladybugs will deliberately lay infertile eggs as a ready source of food for their young hatchlings. When times are tough, a ladybug may lay an increased number of infertile eggs to give her babies a better chance of surviving.
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