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A	few	of	the	most	common	uses	include:	A	request:	Pack	enough	clothing	for	the	cruise.An	invitation:	Come	by	at	8,	please.A	command:	Raise	your	hands	and	turn	around.An	instruction:	Turn	left	at	the	intersection.	This	is	sometimes	done	in	Type	Three	conditional	sentences	if	the,	if	part	is	at	the	beginning	of	the	sentence,	or	in	Type	Two	sentences	if
the	verb	were,	is	used:									Were	I	rich,	I	would	buy	a	house	by	the	sea.									I	would	buy	a	new	board	if	I	had	more	money.	(=	if	she	had	come	earlier)	I	hope	that	my	explanation	of	conditional	sentences	in	English	was	clear	and	understandable.	5	Types	of	Conditional	Sentences		Before	we	get	started,	here’s	a	brief	chart	summarizing	the	5	types	of
conditional	sentences	and	how	they’re	used:	Conditional	sentence	type	When	to	use	Main	clause	If-clause	Type	Zero	Describing	known	facts	Simple	present	Simple	present	Type	1	A	possible	situation	and	the	result	Will	+	infinitive	Simple	present	Type	2	A	hypothetical	condition	and	its	possible	result	Would	+	infinitive	Simple	past	Type	3	An
impossible	past	situation	and	its	result	in	the	past	Would	+	perfect	infinitive	Past	perfect	Mixed	Conditionals	An	impossible	past	situation	and	its	result	in	the	present	Past	perfect	Present	conditional	Type	Zero	Conditional	Sentences	(zero	condition)	This	type	of	conditional	sentence	is	used	to	describe	scientific	facts,	generally	known	truths,	events
and	other	things	that	are	always	true.	The	phrases	If	I	were	you	or	If	I	were	in	your	place	are	usually	used	to	give	advice.	Imperative	sentences	also	can	be	modified	to	single	out	a	particular	person	or	to	address	a	group.									If	we	get	the	money	for	this	job,	we	will	buy	a	new	car.	The	order	of	these	two	parts	of	the	sentence	isn’t	important.	Directives
can	take	one	of	several	forms	in	everyday	speech	and	writing.	In	other	words,	the	speaker	or	the	author	assumes	they	have	(or	will	have)	their	subject's	attention.	Meet	Preply	tutors	Type	Three	Conditional	Sentences	(closed	condition)	Type	three	conditional	sentences	are	used	to	express	situations	that	cannot	exist,	such	as	actions	or	events	that
happened	in	the	past.	Examples:									If	I	were	you	I	would	accept	the	offer.	Important	Grammatical	Notes	If	the	modal	verbs	can/could,	may/might	or	should	are	used	in	the	main	part	of	the	sentence,	they	take	the	place	of	will:									We	can	go	to	the	seaside	if	you	have	time	tomorrow.									Would	you	have	helped	me	if	I	had	asked	you?	(He’s	not	at	all
likely	to	come,	but	perhaps…)	In	negative	sentences,	if…not	can	be	substituted	with	unless.									Will	you	help	Amanda	if	she	asks	you?									You	won’t	pass	the	exam	unless	you	study	very	hard.									If	you	leave	now,	you	may	catch	the	last	bus.	These	types	of	sentences	are	used	to	express	possible	or	imaginary	situations.	If	not,	let	me	know!									If
he	were	in	your	place	he	would	do	it.	Positive	imperatives	use	affirmative	verbs	in	addressing	the	subject;	negatives	do	the	opposite.		Positive:	Keep	both	hands	on	the	steering	wheel	while	you're	driving.Negative:	Don't	operate	the	lawnmower	without	wearing	safety	goggles.	Examples:									I	would	be	grateful	if	you	helped	me.	Imperative	sentences
can	be	confused	with	other	kinds	of	sentences.	As	with	other	forms	of	grammar,	imperative	sentences	can	be	modified	to	address	a	particular	subject,	follow	a	proprietary	written	style,	or	simply	add	variety	and	emphasis	to	your	writing.									If	you	want	to	pass	the	exam,	you	should	study	much	harder.	Interrogative	sentence:	Would	you	please	open
the	door	for	me,	John?Imperative	sentence:	Please	open	the	door,	would	you?	Just	sit	here,	won't	you?	The	difference	between	a	question	(also	called	an	interrogative	statement)	and	an	imperative	sentence	is	the	subject	and	whether	it's	implied.	As	a	rule,	conditional	sentences	in	English	consist	of	two	parts	–	the	main	part	and	the	if	part	(or	the
conditional	part).									If	you	left	now,	you‘d	catch	the	last	bus.	Example:	Jim,	close	the	door	before	the	cat	gets	out!	—	The	subject	is	(you),	not	Jim.	The	structure	of	Type	Three	conditional	sentences:	Main	part:	would	+	perfect	infinite;	if	part:	Past	Perfect	Examples:									If	you	hadn’t	been	late	for	work,	the	boss	wouldn’t	have	gotten	furious.	Find	out
your	English	level.	Take	this	5-min	test	to	see	how	close	you	are	to	achieving	your	language	learning	goals	Begin	test	Let’s	get	you	talking	Start	learning	English	and	make	fast	progress	by	learning	with	a	Preply	tutor.	When	written,	if	the	if	part	of	the	sentence	comes	first,	a	comma	should	be	used	to	separate	it	from	the	second	part.	Conditional
sentences	are	one	of	the	trickier	parts	of	learning	English.	Softened	imperatives:	Do	your	chores,	please.	Type	Two	Conditional	Sentences	(half-open	condition)	This	type	of	conditional	sentence	describes	an	unreal	situation	with	regard	to	the	present	or	future;	a	hypothetical	condition	that	can	only	be	fulfilled	in	theory.	The	trick	is	to	look	at	how	the
sentence	is	constructed.									She	will	get	angry	if	I‘m	late	for	the	party.	These	kinds	of	sentences	are	also	known	as	directives	because	they	provide	direction	to	whoever	is	being	addressed.	In	English	grammar,	an	imperative	sentence	gives	advice	or	instructions;	it	can	also	express	a	request	or	command.	Type	One	Conditional	Sentences	(open
condition)	This	type	of	sentence	expresses	real	and	possible	situations	in	the	future;	it	is	possible	for	the	condition	to	be	met.	Tag	question:	Shut	the	door,	would	you,	please?Exclamative:	Someone,	call	a	doctor!	Doing	so	in	both	instances	adds	emphasis	and	drama	to	speech	and	writing.	Mixed	Conditionals	This	type	of	conditional	sentence	uses
(mixes)	different	parts	of	the	above-mentioned	conditional	sentence	types.	The	subject	is	implied	or	elliptical,	meaning	that	the	verb	refers	directly	back	to	the	subject.									A	red	light	comes	on	if	you	press	the	main	button.	There	are	a	few	combinations:	the	condition	emphasizes	the	result	of	the	action	in	the	present	in	the	past	tense,	or	the	present-
day	condition	emphasizes	the	result	of	the	action	in	the	past.									If	he	were	rich,	he‘d	buy	an	island.	In	Type	Zero	sentences,	if	can	be	replaced	by	when.	(=	if	I	were	rich)									Had	your	cousin	come	earlier,	I	would	have	shown	her	around	the	house.									He	would	be	so	pleased	if	you	came	to	the	birthday	party.	I	think	it’s	the	simplest	type	of
conditional	sentence	in	English.									If	I	had	won	the	lottery,	I	would	have	bought	a	house	by	the	sea.	(very	polite	request)	The	word	should	in	the	if	part	can	mean	“if	perhaps”	or	“by	any	chance.”									I	would	be	very	happy	if	he	should	turn	up	at	the	party.	Even	when	a	proper	name	is	mentioned	in	an	imperative	sentence,	the	subject	still	is	you
understood.	(=	if	you	don’t	study	very	hard)	If	can	be	omitted	from	the	sentence	if	the	word	order	is	changed.	Unlike	a	declarative	sentence,	where	the	subject	and	verb	are	clearly	articulated,	imperative	sentences	do	not	have	a	readily	identifiable	subject	when	written	out.	There	are	5	types	of	conditional	sentences,	and	you	need	to	be	able	to	use	and
identify	all	of	them.	Imperative	sentences	may	seem	to	have	no	subject,	but	the	implied	subject	is	you,	or,	as	it	is	properly	called,	you	understood.	Examples:									We	would	stay	at	home	if	it	snowed.									I	would	buy	a	house	by	the	sea	(now	or	in	the	future)	if	I	had	won	the	lottery	last	week.	Examples:									When	you	heat	ice,	it	melts.									Their	team
would	have	scored	more	in	the	match	yesterday	if	they	were	good	players.	The	structure	of	Type	Zero	conditional	sentences:	Main	part:	Present	Simple;	if	part:	Present	Simple	Examples:									Water	boils	if	you	heat	it	to	100	degrees	Celsius.	Adding	the	words	"do"	or	"just"	to	the	beginning	of	the	sentence,	or	the	word	"please"	to	the	conclusion—
called	softening	the	imperative	—makes	imperative	sentences	more	polite	or	conversational.	The	proper	way	to	write	the	subject	is	(you)	in	parenthesis,	especially	when	diagramming	an	imperative	sentence.									They	would	have	finished	earlier	if	the	meeting	hadn’t	been	held	so	late.	This	can	be	accomplished	in	one	of	two	ways:	by	following	the
interrogative	with	a	tag	question	or	by	closing	with	an	exclamation	point.	The	structure	of	Type	One	conditional	sentences:	Main	part:	will	+	infinitive;	if	part:	Present	Simple	Examples:									We	will	stay	at	home	if	it	snows.	The	structure	of	Type	Two	conditional	sentences:	Main	part:	would	+	infinitive;	if	part:	Past	Simple	In	conditional	sentences,	the
past	tense	form	of	the	verb	to	be	is	were	for	all	persons;	was	is	also	used,	although	only	in	spoken	or	conversational	English.	They	are	often	used	to	indicate	a	missed	opportunity.	However,	it	can	also	end	with	a	question	mark	in	some	instances.	The	words	will	and	would	are	not	usually	used	in	the	if	part,	except	when	they	express	willingness,	for
example,	in	requests	(that	is,	when	they	carry	a	modal	meaning):									If	you	will	phone	the	manager	now,	he	will	surely	make	an	appointment	with	you.									It	gets	dark	when	the	sun	goes	down.	Declarative	sentence:	John	does	his	chores.Imperative	sentence:	Do	your	chores!	An	imperative	sentence	typically	begins	with	the	base	form	of	a	verb	and
ends	with	a	period	or	an	exclamation	point.	At	their	most	basic,	imperative	sentences	are	binary,	which	is	to	say	they	must	be	either	positive	or	negative.	Type	two	conditional	sentences	are	also	used	when	making	polite	requests.	Examples:									If	you	had	taught	me	how	to	make	waffles	(in	the	past),	I	wouldn’t	have	to	buy	them	in	a	shop	(now).
(willingness)									I	would	be	very	thankful	if	you	would	help	me	with	my	homework.
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