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1 :to be able to (do something) I don't need any help. I can do it myself. I can't decide what to do. All we can do [=the only thing we can do] now is wait. : to know how to (do something) : to have the power or skill to (do something) A weight lifter can lift a very heavy weight. Only Congress can do that. : to be designed to (do something) a car that can
hold five people [=a car that has enough room for five people] How fast can [=does, will] the car go? — sometimes used without a following verb I visit her whenever I can. I don't know if I'll be able to fix the problem, but I'll do what I can. Please help us if you can. 2 — used to describe what someone sees, feels, thinks, etc. “Can you see him yet?”
“Yes, I can see him clearly.” Can [=do] you remember/understand how to do it? 3 a — used to say that something is or is not possible Do you think he can still be alive? [=do you think it is possible that he is still alive?] I don't think he can still be alive. [=] think he must be dead] These problems can be dealt with more easily at the local level. You
can't always get what you want in life. At this time of year many birds can be found on the island. [=there are many birds on the island at this time of year] If you don't tell me what the problem is, I can't help you. You can't be very smart [=you aren't very smart] if you believe that! He was supposed to be here an hour ago. Where can he (possibly) be?
[=where is he?] [+] more examples [-] hide examples [+] Example sentences [-] Hide examples — sometimes used in the emphatic phrase as...as can be I want a cake as big as can be! [=] want the biggest cake possible] They seemed as happy as can be [=they seemed extremely happy] when I last saw them. b — used in speech to express surprise or
disbelief You must be joking! You can't/cannot (possibly) be serious! He can't really have meant that. [=I don't believe that he meant that] You can't (possibly) believe that! The price is $50? That can't be right. [=that must be wrong] 4 a : to have permission to (do something) You can do it tomorrow if you like. “Can I leave now?” “No, you can't.” You
can't leave until you finish washing the dishes. — compare may 4 5 a — used to say what should or should not be done You can't leave now! The party is just getting started! Why can't you be more polite? [=you should be more polite; why aren't you more polite?] b — used in angry speech to tell someone to do something If you don't like it here, you
can just leave! 6 a — used to describe the way a person sometimes behaves She can be very rude at times. [=she is sometimes very rude] b — used to describe something that sometimes or often happens In this part of the country the weather can change quickly. [=the weather often changes quickly] Usage Could is used as the past tense of can to
describe an ability that someone had in the past or to say that something was possible in the past. I could run fast when I was young, but I can't run fast now. It used to be that you could drive for miles here without seeing another person, but now there are houses and people everywhere. To describe a specific occurrence in the past, use was/were
able to instead of could. By working long hours, we were able to finish the project on time. In the future tense, will be able to is used. If you keep practicing, you'll be able to play the piano someday. She believes that someday people will be able to vote at home on their computers. Can can be used to suggest something that might happen in the future.
If we save enough money, we can go to Hawaii for our vacation next year. no can do informal + humorous — used in speech to say that you cannot do something that you have been asked or told to do “Can you give me a ride to work tomorrow?” “Sorry—no can do. My car is in the shop.” admin June 15, 2017 Grammar, Modals MODAL VERBS —-
“CAN”“CAN” is one of the most used modal verbs in English. “Can” is an auxiliary verb ( modal auxiliary verb ). It can be used to express;AbilityPossibilityPermissionRequestOffer General Structure of “CAN” in a SentencePOSITIVE FORM (+) : Subject + CAN + Verb ( first form of the verb )NEGATIVE FORM (-) : Subject + CAN + NOT ( CAN'T ) +
Verb ( first form of the verb )QUESTION FORM (?) : CAN+ Subject + Verb ( first form of the verb )Examples:I can play basketball. ( positive form )I can not ( can’t ) play basketball. ( negative form )Can I play basketball? ( question form )Contraction for ” CAN NOT “;can not -> can’t Ex: I can’t swim. Using ” CAN “1. It is used to express that
someone is able to do something. ( Present Ability )Examples:I can speak four languages.She can drive a car.He can speak English fast.Fishes can swim.2. It is used to express that something is possible. ( General Possibility )Examples:Alcohol can cause canser.They can stay with us when they come.You can buy tickets from the dealers.3. It is

used in a question, which is not a real question, to ask somebody to do something. We want somebody to do our request ( in an informal way, especially between friends or family ). ( Informal Request )Examples:Can you make me coffee?Can you hand me the pen?Can I have some tea, please?4. It is also used to ask or give permission for something.

( Informal Permission )Examples:Can I use your book, please? ( ask for permission )If you want, you can go to the park. ( give permission )Can I ask you some questions? ( ask for permission )You can drive my bike. ( give permission )5. It is used in offers to help someone or to do something for someone. ( Informal Offer )Examples:Can I help you?If
they like, I can carry some bags for you.There is nothing left in the fridge. Can I do some shopping for you?Attention:For ” CAN NOT”;1. It is used in negative saying ( when we are sure that something is not true or something is surprising )Examples:That can’t be John. He is in America.It can’t be raining. The sun is shining and there are no rain
clouds.You can’t be 50! You look young.2. It is also used in negative saying ( when something is forbidden or not allowed )Examples:You can’t park the car there.They can’t wear jeans at work.You can’t go on without us.ITocsie akTuBaiuu 60Hyca B Ka3uHo oHnalH Pin Up Poccusi, urpoky Heo06XomumMo OyIOeT OTHIIPaTh ero, YTOOH pa36I0KUPOBATh BEIBOL
CPEe[CTB U UMETb BO3MOXKHOCTh HCII0JIb30BATh MOAAPOK. BEIMTOTHITEL JaHHOE YCIOBUS HeoO0XoauMo OyoeT BHE 3aBUCUMOCTH 3TO OOHYC, aKIIUsI, IIPOMO-KOJ MK K3MIO69K. IIpOCMOTPEeTh YCIOBUS OTHITPHIIIA O0HyCca Ha ohUIMaTbHOM 3epKaie ITuH A oHmalH Poccusi OHIaMH MOXKHO BO BpeMs aKTHBAIUM MTPEI0KEHUI. 3aTEeM ITPOTPeCcC BBHIIOIHEHUS YCIIOBUH
OymeT yKa3bBaThCA B pa3pene «IIpodunb». 3mech I0Ib30BaTENIE CMOXKET YBUAETH, KaKOM 000pOT eMy HeoOXOAUMO CHeJiaTh OJI OTHIIPHIIIa BCero 60Hyca B Ka3mHo oujaiH ITua An Poccus. “Can” is a modal auxiliary verb and it is used to indicate abilities, to make requests, to indicate probability, or to give permissions. It is one of the auxiliary verbs
called “modal verbs” in English. It does not change according to the subjects. So there is no different situation for “He, she, It”. The verb that follows is always infinitive, so it is very easy to use “can” in English conversations. @ Formation of modal “can” To make affirmative sentences we use “can + verb”. For negative sentences we use “cannot” or
“can’t”. For questions we put the auxiliary “can” before the subject. The following animated sentences are examples of “can” so that you can see them in context. Alex can swimcan runruncan not run rundrive fast @ Positive (Affirmative) form of “can” To form positive sentences just use a bare for of a verb after “can”. I can swim. They can watch TV.
Linda can play chess. My friends can play football. @ Negative form of “can” To make negative sentences with “can” we use “not” together with “can”. The short form is “can’t” I can’t sleep well. Nancy can’t understand the teacher. Cats can’t fly. She can’t keep secrets. @ Interrogative form of “can” To make questions (interrogative) with “can” we
put “can” before the subject. Can you play basketball? Can I open the window? Can I ask a question? Can I help you? Where can I go for holiday? How can I speak English? @ All sentence forms of “can” “Can” Formula with example sentences (+) Affirmative sentences (-) Negative sentences (?) Interrogative sentences I can play. I can not play. Can I
play? You can play. You can not play. Can you play? He can play. He can not play. Can he play? She can play. She can not play. Can she play? It can play. It can not play. Can it play? We can play. We can not play. Can we play? They can play. They can not play. Can they play? SIMILAR PAGES: ) ) Learn simple present tense here ) ) Learn
present continuous tense here ) ) Learn future simple tense (will) here ) ) Learn be going to future tense here ) ) Learn simple past tense here ) ) Learn past continuous tense here ) ) Learn present perfect tense here @ Explanations and usages of modal “can” You can learn usages and explanations of “can” below with examples and brief
descriptions. @ 1- Ability “Can” is used to describe an ability. I can jump high, but my brother can’t. She can sing a song. My grandfather can use a computer. @ 2- Possibility “Can” is also used to describe possibility or probability. It can rain tomorrow. I can come with you. Can they win the game? We can stay at home. I can arrive at about 6 PM.
What do you think? Can I get 100 points? @ 3- Permission To give permission or to ask for permission we can use “can”, as well. OK. You can go. Excuse me. Can I sit here? Can I ask a question? Can I come in? @ 4- Requests Can I have a coffee, please? Can you help me, please? Can I have a glass of water, please? @ Pictures with example sentences
You can learn “can” with images and example sentences below. { ) @ A dialogue example Here is a dialogue to learn modal auxiliary “can”. You can make similar dialogues. Can you find my glasses, James? I can’t find them anywhere. Sure. Can you wait for sometime. Because mom is on the phone. OK. You can look for it after your call. @ Translate
the sentences into your native language. You can see random examples of “can” auxiliary below. After you read, translate them into your native language. @ Sentence scramble game You will see scrambled words of sentences that includes modal “can”. Click on the words in the right order to make sentences. @ Example sentences The sentences
below are helpful to see modal auxiliary “can” in context. = 10 examples of “can” I can speak English a little. I can buy that dress. You can join our club. Mr. Davis cannot use a PC. I can’t stand lies. You can visit a lot of historical places here. Jennifer can’t save money. If you have a problem, you can call me I can’t eat with my left hand. My daughter
can wear her clothes. @ Questions and with answers Read the questions and the answers below to learn how to use “can”. » 10 questions and answers about “can” Can I use your phone, please? Yes, you can. Can you hear me? Yes, I can hear you. Can you catch fish? No, I can’t catch fish. Can you make a kite? Yes, I can make a kite. Can I ask a
question, please? Yes, you can. Can penguins fly? No, they can’t fly. Where can I park my car? You can park your car there. How can I go to the museum? You can go by taxi. How can I learn to play tennis? You can go to a tennis club. Who can fly a drone? Kevin can fly a drone. Can you design a toy? Yes, I can design a toy. @ Reading passage You can
read the passage below to learn the modal “can”. @ Reading passage: My name is Adrian. I am an amateur footballer. I can play different games, but football is my favourite. I can run fast. I can control the ball very well. I am a footballer, so I can’t eat junk food. Because it is not good for my body. I can only eat healthy food. My friends can play well,
too. We have a good team. I think, we can be the champion this year. External resources: You can visit British Council page and learn modal “can”, or watch a video to learn “can” modal auxiliary here.
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