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Nj	challenge	academy

The	New	Jersey	Youth	ChalleNGe	Academy	has	successfully	transformed	over	4,500	young	lives	since	its	inception	in	1994.	Recently,	the	academy	celebrated	its	30th	anniversary	with	the	graduation	of	Class	58,	marking	a	significant	milestone	in	its	history.	The	program	provides	a	22-week	residential	phase	where	cadets	learn	discipline,	teamwork,
and	responsibility	in	a	military-style	environment.	They	also	work	on	their	academics,	physical	fitness,	and	social	skills.	After	graduating,	the	program	continues	with	a	one-year	mentoring	phase,	guiding	the	cadets	toward	their	goals.	Class	58	achieved	remarkable	results,	completing	over	1,400	hours	of	community	service	and	earning	32	GEDs.	Cadet
Dinanyeri	Guzman	Roso	exemplified	the	impact	of	determination	and	support,	increasing	her	ASVAB	score	by	40	points.	At	the	graduation	ceremony,	speakers	praised	the	cadets	for	their	perseverance	and	encouraged	them	to	aim	high.	The	academy	welcomed	alumni	who	shared	their	stories	of	success,	including	U.S.	Marine	Corps	Pvt.	Sage	Blanks
and	Jamel	Johnson	from	Class	38.	The	program's	motto,	“Deeds,	not	words,”	represents	its	dedication	to	impactful	outcomes.	With	over	30	years	of	success	and	4,500	graduates,	the	NJ	Youth	ChalleNGe	Academy	continues	its	mission	to	help	at-risk	youth	succeed.	The	New	Jersey	Youth	Challenge	Academy	offers	a	22-week	residential	program	that
aims	to	provide	leadership	training	for	disengaged	youth.	The	program	focuses	on	teamwork,	discipline,	and	physical	fitness,	with	an	emphasis	on	helping	participants	become	responsible	and	productive	citizens.	Upon	completion	of	the	program,	graduates	receive	continued	support	through	a	one-year	mentorship	phase.	Many	parents	and	graduates
have	praised	the	academy's	positive	impact,	citing	improvements	in	motivation,	goal-orientation,	and	academic	performance.	The	academy	is	set	to	welcome	its	58th	class	in	July	2024	and	offers	academic	credits	or	a	high	school	diploma	during	residency.	However,	some	participants	have	expressed	concerns	about	the	program's	professionalism,
citing	issues	with	staff	behavior,	including	incidents	of	harassment	and	poor	leadership.	Despite	these	challenges,	many	graduates	have	reported	positive	outcomes,	including	improved	academic	performance	and	increased	motivation.	The	academy	is	no	better	than	some	of	the	worst	high	schools,	but	it	might	be	worth	considering	as	a	last	resort.
According	to	someone	who	may	have	attended,	there	are	suspicious	activities	happening	there.	A	graduate	from	2000	shared	that	the	academy	was	once	a	legit	boot	camp	with	strict	rules,	but	it	has	changed	over	time	due	to	the	new	generation	being	too	soft	and	easily	offended.	The	academy's	address	is	100	Camp	Drive,	Sea	Girt,	NJ	08750,	and	it's
the	only	ChalleNGe	program	in	New	Jersey.	The	daily	schedule	consists	of	waking	up	at	5:00	a.m.	and	going	to	bed	at	9:00	p.m.	Vehicles	are	not	allowed	on	campus,	and	the	course	of	study	is	22	weeks	long,	followed	by	a	one-year	post-residential	phase.	To	enroll,	there's	an	application	process	that	takes	three	to	five	months,	and	the	academy	receives
approximately	three	applications	for	every	candidate	accepted.	Cadets	do	not	go	home	on	weekends	or	evenings	unless	it's	an	emergency,	and	they	must	be	willing	to	attend	voluntarily.	If	a	child	wants	to	quit,	there's	a	multi-step	intervention	plan	to	help	them	stay.	The	age	restrictions	are	non-negotiable,	and	children	must	be	16,	17,	or	18	to	attend.
Drug	use	is	not	allowed,	and	urinalysis	drug	screens	will	be	used	to	ensure	cadets	remain	drug-free	during	their	time	at	the	academy.	We	want	you	to	feel	at	home	away	from	home.	Our	Academy	offers	regular	opportunities	for	family	members	to	bond	with	their	child,	even	when	they're	not	physically	together.	You'll	have	one	dedicated	visit	during
the	22-week	residential	phase,	and	we'll	organize	a	Family	Day	event	on	campus	around	Week	10.	We'll	share	more	details	as	the	cycle	begins.	If	your	child	lives	in	New	Jersey	but	you	don't,	they	can	still	apply.	They	just	need	a	New	Jersey	address	and	someone	there	to	care	for	them	in	case	of	an	emergency	or	illness.	Communication	is	key	–	we
encourage	lots	of	mail	and	phone	calls!	Mail	arrives	each	evening,	and	Cadets	open	it	in	front	of	staff.	We	allow	mail	from	anyone	unless	there's	a	court	order	stopping	it.	Pictures	get	reviewed	but	not	read.	Phone	calls	are	weekly,	5-10	minutes	long	depending	on	your	child's	behavior.	They	can	call	whoever	they	want,	but	we	suggest	they	talk	to	you
every	week	too.	Let's	keep	in	mind	that	interfering	with	the	mail	is	against	the	law	–	so	we'll	let	them	send	and	receive	mail	from	anyone	unless	there's	a	court	order	saying	otherwise.


