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What	is	brp	letter

Biometric	Residence	Permits	(BRPs)	Explained:	Understanding	Your	Rights	and	Responsibilities	The	government	uses	some	essential	cookies	to	run	this	website.	Some	additional	cookies	help	improve	GOV.UK	services	by	understanding	how	you	use	it,	remembering	your	settings,	and	enhancing	the	user	experience.	You	have	already	accepted	these
extra	cookies,	but	can	change	them	anytime.	To	enter	the	UK,	you'll	need	to	show	one	of	these	documents	along	with	your	travel	papers,	such	as	a	passport.	Nationals	from	certain	countries	can	use	eGates,	details	of	which	are	available	on	another	webpage.	In	some	cases,	you	might	need	to	get	your	passport	stamped	by	a	Border	Force	official;
further	information	is	online.	If	you're	not	traveling	within	this	timeframe,	you'll	have	to	apply	for	a	replacement	and	there	may	be	a	fee	plus	extra	biometrics	required.	If	you	chose	to	collect	your	biometric	residence	permit	from	a	Post	Office	while	applying,	your	decision	letter	will	state	which	branch	you've	been	allocated	based	on	your	visa
application	postcode.	Check	the	Post	Office	website	for	info	on	participating	branches	and	opening	hours.	You	need	to	pick	up	your	BRP	at	the	Post	Office	before	your	entry	vignette	expires	or	within	10	days	of	arriving	in	the	UK,	whichever	is	later.	Your	decision	letter	will	also	specify	when	you	can	collect	your	permit.	When	visiting	the	right	Post
Office	branch,	bring	your	passport;	it's	a	good	idea	to	bring	your	decision	letter	as	well	for	reference	purposes.	No	appointment	is	needed	for	BRP	collection.	Failing	to	do	so	might	result	in	penalties	or	cancellation	of	leave.	If	you	want	to	pick	up	your	permit	from	a	different	Post	Office,	contact	them	and	be	prepared	to	pay	a	fee.	If	you're	unable	to
collect	your	BRP	yourself,	an	exception	can	be	made,	such	as	if	you're	under	18	without	a	parent,	medically	unable	to	attend,	or	an	unaccompanied	minor.	For	minors	collecting	their	BRP	at	a	Post	Office	not	with	a	parent,	they	must	be	accompanied	by	an	adult	responsible	for	them,	such	as	someone	in	a	pastoral	care	role.	There	are	alternative
collection	methods	available:	organisations	like	schools	and	sponsors	can	request	that	permits	be	sent	directly	to	a	specified	address.	This	service	is	mainly	for	students,	skilled	workers,	and	large	volume	sponsors.	If	you	lose	or	have	your	Biometric	Residence	Permit	(BRP)	stolen,	it's	crucial	that	you	report	it	as	soon	as	possible.	The	organisation
responsible	for	providing	resettlement	support	will	arrange	the	delivery	of	your	biometric	residence	permit	if	needed.	This	article	explains	how	to	handle	a	lost	BRP	and	provides	information	on	the	recent	changes	to	the	BRP	process.	UK	Visas	&	Immigration	(UKVI)	has	made	some	adjustments	to	the	Biometric	Residence	Permit	(BRP)	process,
including	issuing	BRP	letters	via	email	instead	of	physical	ones.	Customers	should	ensure	they	provide	their	own	personal	email	address	when	applying	for	a	visa,	as	this	will	be	used	to	send	the	BRP	letter.	A	Biometric	Residence	Permit	(BRP)	is	a	document	that	foreign	nationals	receive	after	being	granted	a	visa	or	immigration	permission	to	live,
study,	or	work	in	the	UK.	It	serves	as	proof	of	your	immigration	status	and	is	usually	issued	when	applying	for	a	visa	lasting	more	than	6	months	or	extending	an	existing	one.	For	those	who	wish	to	avoid	collecting	their	Biometric	Residence	Permit	(BRP)	from	a	post	office,	an	alternative	option	is	available.	Certain	organisations,	such	as	legal
representatives	or	large-volume	sponsors,	can	become	accredited	Alternative	Collection	Locations	(ACLs).	Smith	Stone	Walters	offers	this	service	to	its	clients,	with	both	of	its	UK	offices	holding	ACL	status.	By	instructing	SSW	to	handle	visa	applications,	clients	can	have	their	BRP	sent	securely	to	the	company's	office	address	for	collection	or
forwarding	to	their	personal	address.	Upon	receipt	of	the	BRP,	a	dedicated	SSW	Account	Manager	will	notify	the	client.	For	those	who	applied	within	the	UK,	the	BRP	is	typically	dispatched	to	the	address	provided	in	the	application	and	does	not	require	collection.	It	usually	arrives	within	10	working	days	following	the	decision	letter	from	the	Home
Office	confirming	permission	to	stay	in	the	UK.	However,	recent	changes	mean	that	employers	and	landlords	can	no	longer	accept	BRPs	for	right-to-work	or	right-to-rent	checks;	instead,	applicants	must	prove	their	status	online	or	through	other	means.	The	BRP	remains	valid	for	verifying	identity,	right	to	study,	access	to	public	services,	and	eligibility
for	benefits.	If	a	BRP	is	not	received	or	has	been	lost	or	stolen,	individuals	can	still	prove	their	immigration	status	using	alternative	methods.	For	those	needing	to	leave	the	UK	before	obtaining	their	BRP,	a	'replacement	BRP	visa'	can	be	applied	for	at	a	cost	of	£154.	This	allows	re-entry	into	the	UK	once	only.	In	case	of	a	lost	or	stolen	BRP,	it	is
essential	to	report	the	incident	promptly	to	the	Home	Office;	failure	to	do	so	within	three	months	may	result	in	fines	up	to	£1,000	and	deportation	from	the	country	if	applicable.	You	can	extend	your	visa	if	you	want	to	stay	in	the	UK	beyond	its	expiration	date,	which	would	automatically	grant	you	a	new	Biometric	Residence	Permit	(BRP).	If	your	BRP
is	lost	or	stolen	while	abroad,	report	it	outside	the	UK	and	apply	for	a	'replacement	BRP	visa'	instead	of	trying	to	get	a	replacement	inside	the	country.	This	temporary	document	lets	you	re-enter	the	UK	once	but	costs	£154.	You	can	apply	for	a	replacement	when	you	return	to	the	UK	within	three	months	unless	you	have	a	valid	reason	like	being
unable	to	return	due	to	unforeseen	circumstances.	If	your	reported	BRP	turns	up	later,	don't	use	it	-	instead,	get	a	new	one	or	apply	for	a	'replacement	BRP	visa'	if	you're	abroad.	When	your	new	replacement	arrives,	cut	the	old	one	into	pieces	and	mail	it	to	the	Home	Office	at	PO	Box	195	Bristol	BS20	1BT.	Notably,	all	BRPs	will	expire	on	December
31,	2024,	as	the	government	transitions	to	digital	immigration	statuses	starting	from	January	1,	2025.	You	won't	need	a	physical	BRP	after	this	date;	instead,	you	can	prove	your	immigration	status	online	without	one.	When	do	I	need	a	Biometric	Residence	Permit	(BRP)?	You	may	need	a	BRP	if	you	extend	your	visa	beyond	6	months,	apply	to	settle	in
the	UK,	transfer	your	visa	to	a	new	passport,	or	apply	for	certain	Home	Office	travel	documents.	Do	children	need	a	BRP?	Children	under	16	are	required	to	provide	biometric	information,	including	fingerprints	and	a	photograph	of	their	face.	However,	they	may	not	be	asked	to	give	a	signature.	What	information	will	the	card	show?	Your	BRP	contains
personal	details,	such	as	your	name,	date	and	place	of	birth,	fingerprints	and	photo,	visa	information	and	national	insurance	number.	The	card	also	has	security	features	like	an	electronic	chip	and	special	markings.	If	you're	applying	from	within	the	UK,	your	BRP	processing	will	take	around	7-10	days	after	receiving	your	Home	Office	decision	letter.
It'll	be	delivered	by	courier	to	your	home	address	or	the	address	provided	in	your	application.	If	you	haven't	received	it	by	ten	days,	report	it	as	missing	to	the	Home	Office.	If	you	applied	from	outside	the	UK,	collect	your	BRP	at	a	named	post	office	branch	or	with	your	UK	sponsor	once	you	arrive.	You	must	collect	it	before	the	expiry	date	on	your
travel	document	or	within	ten	days	of	reaching	the	UK,	failing	which	may	result	in	a	£1,000	fine.	The	cost	of	providing	biometric	information	in	the	UK	is	£19.20,	and	this	fee	includes	processing	your	BRP	application.	The	card	itself	will	contain	biographic	and	biometric	data,	as	well	as	information	about	your	immigration	status.	It's	valid	for	the
duration	of	your	leave	to	remain	in	the	UK.	You	must	present	it	with	your	passport	at	the	UK	border	if	you're	leaving	or	re-entering.	In	case	of	an	error	on	your	BRP,	such	as	a	spelling	mistake	or	incorrect	leave	details,	report	it	within	10	days	online.	For	more	complex	issues,	seek	an	administrative	review.	If	your	card	is	lost	or	stolen,	report	it	to	the
Home	Office	and	apply	for	a	replacement	within	three	months;	failure	to	do	so	may	result	in	a	£1,000	fine.	If	you	are	a	resident	of	the	UK	with	indefinite	leave	to	remain,	also	known	as	ILR,	and	your	Biometric	Residence	Permit	(BRP)	is	lost	or	expired,	there	are	steps	you	can	take.	In	the	event	that	your	BRP	is	lost	outside	the	UK,	it	is	necessary	to
report	this	and	apply	for	a	replacement	visa,	which	will	cost	£154,	allowing	you	to	re-enter	the	country.	However,	upon	return,	you	must	then	apply	for	a	full	replacement	permit.	For	individuals	with	ILR	whose	BRP	has	expired,	they	can	apply	online	from	within	the	UK	for	a	replacement.	If	your	visa	is	also	nearing	expiration,	it's	crucial	to	first	apply
for	an	extension	and,	if	successful,	you	will	automatically	receive	a	new	BRP.	Having	ILR	does	not	necessarily	require	holding	a	BRP,	but	many	opt	for	one	as	it	facilitates	easier	travel	into	the	country,	serves	as	recognizable	proof	of	the	right	to	work	in	the	UK,	and	provides	access	to	public	benefits	with	enhanced	security	features	against	fraud.	To
transfer	ILR	status	to	a	BRP,	individuals	can	make	a	No	Time	Limits	(NTL)	application	if	they	lack	documentary	evidence	of	their	ILR,	have	lost	or	had	their	passport	stolen,	or	if	it	has	expired,	as	well	as	in	cases	of	changed	identity.	Eligibility	for	NTL	requires	valid	ILR	status	that	has	not	been	compromised	by	absence	and	continued	eligibility	for	ILR.
The	NTL	application	must	be	submitted	within	the	UK	on	the	designated	form	with	a	fee	of	£229,	including	biometric	data	collection.	A	decision	is	typically	made	within	6	months,	but	priority	service	can	expedite	this	process	for	an	additional	£800,	offering	a	decision	by	the	end	of	the	day	or	within	two	working	days	after	a	weekend	appointment.	For
those	with	temporary	leave	to	remain,	online	applications	are	possible	at	a	cost	of	£161,	with	decisions	made	within	8	weeks	and	optional	priority	service	available.	Commonwealth	citizens	without	documents	proving	their	right	to	remain	may	be	eligible	for	a	BRP	under	the	Windrush	Scheme.	Seeking	legal	advice	from	an	immigration	solicitor	can
provide	valuable	guidance	on	ILR	applications	and	obtaining	a	biometric	residence	permit	to	prove	status	in	the	UK.	From	January	1st	2025	onwards,	students	will	no	longer	receive	physical	BRPs	but	instead	an	eVisa	which	contains	their	immigration	details	online.	This	change	is	also	applicable	to	EU	and	EEA	nationals	who	submitted	applications
through	the	UK	Immigration:	ID	Check	app;	in	this	case,	they'll	get	a	digital	status	for	proof	of	immigration.	It's	worth	noting	that	BRPs	are	distinct	from	biometric	residence	cards	(BRCs),	often	referred	to	as	'UK	residence	cards',	which	are	issued	to	family	members	of	EU/EEA/Swiss/Norwegian/Icelandic/Liechtenstein	nationals	in	the	UK.
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