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1836	proclamation	of	Texan	independence	from	Mexico	This	article	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:	"Texas	Declaration	of	Independence"	–	news	·	newspapers	·	books	·	scholar	·	JSTOR	(September	2020)
(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence1836	facsimile	of	the	Texas	Declaration	of	IndependenceCreatedMarch	2,	1836	(1836-03-02)LocationEngrossed	copy:	Texas	State	Library	and	Archives	CommissionAuthor(s)George	ChildressSignatories60	delegates	to	the	ConsultationPurposeTo	announce	and	explain
separation	from	MexicoFull	text	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	at	Wikisource	The	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	was	the	formal	declaration	of	independence	of	the	Republic	of	Texas	from	Mexico	in	the	Texas	Revolution.	It	was	adopted	at	the	Convention	of	1836	at	Washington-on-the-Brazos	on	March	2,	1836,	and	was	formally	signed	the
next	day	after	mistakes	were	noted	in	the	text.	In	October	of	1835,	native	Tejanos	and	new	settlers	in	Mexican	Texas	launched	the	Texas	Revolution.	However,	amongst	the	people	of	Texas,	many	struggled	with	understanding	what	the	ultimate	goal	of	the	Revolution	was.	Some	believed	that	the	goal	should	be	total	independence	from	Mexico,	while
others	sought	the	reimplementation	of	the	Mexican	Constitution	of	1824.	To	settle	the	issue,	a	convention	was	called	for	in	March	of	1836.	This	convention	differed	from	the	previous	Texas	councils	of	1832,	1833,	and	the	1835	Consultation.	Many	of	the	delegates	to	the	1836	convention	were	young	citizens	of	the	United	States,	who	had	only	recently
arrived	in	Texas,	in	violation	of	Mexico's	immigration	ban	of	April	1830.	Not	only	that	but	many	of	them	had	fought	in	battles	during	the	Texas	Revolution	against	Mexico	in	1835.	Of	the	60	men	to	sign,	the	only	two	known	native	Texans	to	sign	are	Jose	Francisco	Ruiz	and	Jose	Antonio	Navarro.[1]	Most	of	the	delegates	were	members	of	the	War	Party
and	were	adamant	that	Texas	must	declare	its	independence	from	Mexico.[2]	Forty-one	of	these	delegates	arrived	in	Washington-on-the-Brazos	on	February	28.[2]	Replica	of	the	building	at	Washington-on-the-Brazos	where	the	Texas	Declaration	was	signed.	An	inscription	reads:	"Here	a	Nation	was	born."	The	convention	was	convened	on	March	1
with	Richard	Ellis	as	president.[3]	The	delegates	selected	a	committee	of	five	to	draft	a	declaration	of	independence;	this	committee	was	led	by	George	Childress	along	with	Edward	Conrad,	James	Gaines,	Bailey	Hardeman,	and	Collin	McKinney.	The	committee	submitted	its	draft	within	a	mere	24	hours,	and	this	led	historians	to	speculate	that
Childress	had	written	much	of	it	before	he	arrived	at	the	Convention.[4]	The	document	closely	mirrors	the	United	States	Declaration	of	Independence	in	both	structure	and	tone.	It	reflects	Enlightenment	principles,	particularly	the	idea	of	the	right	to	revolution	when	a	government	becomes	tyrannical.	Among	the	listed	grievances	were	the	failure	to
establish	a	system	of	public	education,	the	denial	of	civil	liberties	such	as	trial	by	jury,	and	the	imposition	of	a	military	dictatorship	under	Santa	Anna.[5][6]	The	declaration	was	approved	on	March	2	with	no	debate.	Based	primarily	on	the	writings	of	John	Locke	and	Thomas	Jefferson,	the	declaration	proclaimed	that	the	Mexican	government	"ceased	to
protect	the	lives,	liberty,	and	property	of	the	people,	from	whom	its	legitimate	powers	are	derived"[7]	and	complained	about	"arbitrary	acts	of	oppression	and	tyranny."[8][9]	Throughout	the	declaration	are	numerous	references	to	the	United	States	laws,	rights,	and	customs.	Omitted	from	the	declaration	was	that	the	author	and	many	of	the
signatories	were	citizens	of	the	United	States,	occupying	Texas	illegally,	and	therefore	had	no	legal	rights	in	the	governance	of	Mexico.	The	declaration	clarifies	that	the	men	were	accustomed	to	the	laws	and	privileges	of	the	United	States,	and	were	unfamiliar	with	the	language,	religion,	and	traditions	of	the	nation	that	they	were	rebelling	against.
The	declaration	officially	established	the	Republic	of	Texas,	although	it	was	not	officially	recognized	at	that	time	by	any	government	other	than	itself.	The	Mexican	Republic	still	claimed	the	land	and	considered	the	delegates	to	be	invaders,	and	the	United	States	didn't	recognize	it	since	that	would	be	an	act	of	war	against	Mexico.[dubious	–	discuss]
The	declaration's	adoption	was	followed	by	the	Battle	of	the	Alamo	and	ultimately	the	decisive	Texian	victory	at	the	Battle	of	San	Jacinto	in	April	1836.	[10]	Among	others,	the	declaration	mentions	the	following	reasons	for	the	separation:	The	1824	Constitution	of	Mexico	establishing	a	federal	republic	had	been	overturned	and	changed	into	a
centralist	military	dictatorship	by	Gen.	Antonio	López	de	Santa	Anna.	The	Mexican	government	had	invited	settlers	to	Texas	and	promised	them	constitutional	liberty	and	republican	government,	but	then	reneged	on	these	guarantees.	Texas	was	in	union	with	the	Mexican	state	of	Coahuila	as	Coahuila	y	Tejas,	with	the	capital	in	distant	Saltillo.	Thus
the	affairs	of	Texas	were	decided	at	a	great	distance	from	the	province	and	in	the	Spanish	language,	which	the	immigrants	called	"an	unknown	tongue."	Political	rights	to	which	the	settlers	had	previously	been	accustomed	in	the	United	States,	such	as	the	right	to	keep	and	bear	arms	and	the	right	to	trial	by	jury,	were	denied.	No	system	of	public
education	had	been	established.	Attempts	by	the	Mexican	government	to	enforce	import	tariffs	were	called	"piratical	attacks"	by	"foreign	desperadoes."	The	settlers	were	not	allowed	freedom	of	religion.	All	legal	settlers	were	required	to	convert	to	Catholicism.	Based	upon	the	United	States	Declaration	of	Independence,	the	Texas	Declaration	also
contains	many	memorable	expressions	of	American	political	principles:	"the	right	of	trial	by	jury,	that	palladium	of	civil	liberty,	and	only	safe	guarantee	for	the	life,	liberty,	and	property	of	the	citizen.	"our	arms	...	are	essential	to	our	defense,	the	rightful	property	of	freemen,	and	formidable	only	to	tyrannical	governments."	The	New	Republic,	with	the
area	in	yellow	under	formal	control	and	the	green	area	as	claimed	territory,	over	modern	borders.	Sixty	men	signed	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence.	Three	of	them	were	born	in	Mexico,	those	being	José	Antonio	Navarro,	José	Francisco	Ruiz,	and	Lorenzo	de	Zavala.[11]	Fifty-seven	of	the	sixty	moved	to	Texas	from	the	United	States,[12]and	ten
of	them	had	lived	in	Texas	for	more	than	six	years,	while	one-quarter	of	them	had	been	in	the	province	for	less	than	a	year.[13]	This	is	significant,	because	it	indicates	that	the	majority	of	signatories	had	moved	to	Texas	after	the	Law	of	April	6,	1830.	This	law,	banning	immigration,	had	taken	effect	and	this	meant	that	the	majority	were	legally	citizens
of	the	United	States,	occupying	Texas	illegally.	[14]"	Fifty-nine	of	these	men	were	delegates	to	the	Convention,	and	one	was	the	Convention	Secretary,	Herbert	S.	Kimble,	who	was	not	a	delegate.	Jesse	B.	Badgett	George	Washington	Barnett	Thomas	Barnett	Stephen	W.	Blount	John	W.	Bower	Asa	Brigham	Andrew	Briscoe	John	Wheeler	Bunton	John	S.
D.	Byrom	Mathew	Caldwell	Samuel	Price	Carson	George	C.	Childress	William	Clark,	Jr.	Robert	M.	Coleman	James	Collinsworth	Edward	Conrad	William	Carroll	Crawford	Lorenzo	de	Zavala	Richard	Ellis,	President	of	the	Convention	and	Delegate	from	Red	River	Stephen	H.	Everett	John	Fisher	Samuel	Rhoads	Fisher	Robert	Thomas	'James'	Gaines
Thomas	J.	Gazley	Benjamin	Briggs	Goodrich	Jesse	Grimes	Robert	Hamilton	Bailey	Hardeman	Augustine	B.	Hardin	Sam	Houston	Herbert	Simms	Kimble,	Secretary	William	D.	Lacy	Albert	H.	Latimer	Edwin	O.	Legrand	Collin	McKinney	Samuel	A.	Maverick	(from	Bejar)	Michel	B.	Menard	William	Menefee	John	W.	Moore	William	Mottley	José	Antonio
Navarro	Martin	Parmer,	Delegate	from	San	Augustine	Sydney	O.	Pennington	Robert	Potter	James	Power	John	S.	Roberts	Sterling	C.	Robertson	José	Francisco	Ruiz	Thomas	Jefferson	Rusk	William.	B.	Scates	George	W.	Smyth	Elijah	Stapp,	ancestor	of	Brown	family	Charles	B.	Stewart	James	G.	Swisher	Charles	S.	Taylor	David	Thomas	John	Turner	Edwin
Waller	Claiborne	West	James	B.	Woods	Texas	Independence	Day	Timeline	of	the	Republic	of	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	(1836)	^	BERNICE,	STRONG	(June	15,	2010).	"RUIZ,	JOSE	FRANCISCO".	tshaonline.org.	Retrieved	April	14,	2018.	^	a	b	Roberts	and	Olson	(2001),	p.	142.	^	Davis	(1982),	p.	38.	^	Roberts	and	Olson	(2001),	p.	144.	^
Brands,	H.	W.	(2005).	Lone	Star	Nation:	The	Epic	Story	of	the	Battle	for	Texas	Independence.	Anchor	Books.	ISBN	9781400030725.	{{cite	book}}:	Check	|isbn=	value:	checksum	(help)	^	Campbell,	Randolph	B.	(2003).	Gone	to	Texas:	A	History	of	the	Lone	Star	State.	Oxford	University	Press.	ISBN	9780195138421.	{{cite	book}}:	Check	|isbn=	value:
checksum	(help)	^	Roberts	and	Olson	(2001),	p.	145.	^	Association,	Texas	State	Historical.	"Browse	Publications	of	Type	Southwestern	Historical	Quarterly	(SHQ)".	Texas	State	Historical	Association.	Retrieved	April	10,	2025.	^	Roberts	and	Olson	(2001),	p.	146.	^	Edmondson,	J.R.	(2000).	The	Alamo	Story:	From	Early	History	to	Current	Conflicts.
Republic	of	Texas	Press.	ISBN	9781556226780.	{{cite	book}}:	Check	|isbn=	value:	checksum	(help)	^	"Texans'	Struggle	for	Freedom	and	Equality	Exhibit	-	Tejano	Voices	|	Texas	State	Library".	^	"Texas	Declaration	of	Independence".	sonofthesouth.net.	Retrieved	May	15,	2015.	^	Scott	(2000),	p.	122.	^	Fehrenbach,	T.R.	(November	6,	2000).	Lone
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Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	was	framed	and	issued	by	the	Convention	of	1836	at	Washington-on-the-Brazos.	As	soon	as	the	convention	was	organized	a	resolution	was	introduced	for	appointment	of	a	committee	to	draw	up	a	declaration	of	independence.	Richard	Ellis,	president	of	the	convention,	appointed	George	C.	Childress,	James	Gaines,
Edward	Conrad,	Collin	McKinney,	and	Bailey	Hardeman	to	the	committee.	Childress	was	named	chairman,	and	it	is	generally	conceded	that	he	wrote	the	instrument	with	little	help	from	the	other	members.	In	fact	there	is	some	evidence	that	he	brought	to	the	convention	a	proposed	declaration	that	was	adopted	with	little	change	by	the	committee	and
the	convention,	a	view	which	is	substantiated	by	the	fact	that	the	committee	was	appointed	on	March	1	and	the	declaration	was	presented	to	the	convention	on	March	2.	The	Texas	edict,	like	the	United	States	Declaration	of	Independence,	contains	a	statement	on	the	nature	of	government,	a	list	of	grievances,	and	a	final	declaration	of	independence.
The	separation	from	Mexico	was	justified	by	a	brief	philosophical	argument	and	by	a	list	of	grievances	submitted	to	an	impartial	world.	The	declaration	charged	that	the	government	of	Mexico	had	ceased	to	protect	the	lives,	liberty,	and	property	of	the	people;	that	it	had	been	changed	from	a	restricted	federal	republic	to	a	consolidated,	central,
military	despotism;	that	the	people	of	Texas	had	remonstrated	against	the	misdeeds	of	the	government	only	to	have	their	agents	thrown	into	dungeons	and	armies	sent	forth	to	enforce	the	decrees	of	the	new	government	at	the	point	of	the	bayonet;	that	the	welfare	of	Texas	had	been	sacrificed	to	that	of	Coahuila;	that	the	government	had	failed	to
provide	a	system	of	public	education,	trial	by	jury,	freedom	of	religion,	and	other	essentials	of	good	government;	and	that	the	Indians	had	been	incited	to	massacre	the	settlers.	According	to	the	declaration,	the	Mexican	government	had	invaded	Texas	to	lay	waste	territory	and	had	a	large	mercenary	army	advancing	to	carry	on	a	war	of	extermination.
The	final	grievance	listed	in	justification	of	revolution	charged	that	the	Mexican	government	had	been	"the	contemptible	sport	and	victim	of	successive	military	revolutions	and	hath	continually	exhibited	every	characteristic	of	a	weak,	corrupt,	and	tyrannical	government."	After	the	signing	of	the	original	declaration	by	fifty-nine	delegates,	five	copies	of
the	document	were	dispatched	to	the	designated	Texas	towns	of	Bexar,	Goliad,	Nacogdoches,	Brazoria,	and	San	Felipe.	The	printer	at	San	Felipe	was	also	instructed	to	make	1,000	copies	in	handbill	form.	The	original	was	deposited	with	the	United	States	Department	of	State	in	Washington,	D.C.,	and	was	not	returned	to	Texas	until	some	time	after
June	1896.	In	1929	the	original	document	was	transferred	from	the	office	of	the	secretary	of	state	to	the	Board	of	Control	to	be	displayed	in	a	niche	at	the	Capitol,	where	it	was	unveiled	on	March	2,	1930.	TSHA	is	a	proud	affiliate	of	University	of	Texas	at	Austin	James	K.	Greer,	"The	Committee	on	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence,"
Southwestern	Historical	Quarterly	30,	31	(April,	July	1927).	Louis	Wiltz	Kemp,	The	Signers	of	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	(Salado,	Texas:	Anson	Jones,	1944;	rpt.	1959).	Time	Periods:	The	following,	adapted	from	the	Chicago	Manual	of	Style,	15th	edition,	is	the	preferred	citation	for	this	entry.	Ralph	W.	Steen,	“Texas	Declaration	of
Independence,”	Handbook	of	Texas	Online,	accessed	July	21,	2025,	.	Published	by	the	Texas	State	Historical	Association.	TID:	MJTCE	All	copyrighted	materials	included	within	the	Handbook	of	Texas	Online	are	in	accordance	with	Title	17	U.S.C.	Section	107	related	to	Copyright	and	“Fair	Use”	for	Non-Profit	educational	institutions,	which	permits	the
Texas	State	Historical	Association	(TSHA),	to	utilize	copyrighted	materials	to	further	scholarship,	education,	and	inform	the	public.	The	TSHA	makes	every	effort	to	conform	to	the	principles	of	fair	use	and	to	comply	with	copyright	law.	For	more	information	go	to:	If	you	wish	to	use	copyrighted	material	from	this	site	for	purposes	of	your	own	that	go
beyond	fair	use,	you	must	obtain	permission	from	the	copyright	owner.	The	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	was	issued	and	framed	by	the	Convention	of	1836	at	the	Washington-on-the-Brazos.	After	forming	a	convention,	a	resolution	was	immediately	introduced	for	appointment	of	a	committee	to	draw	up	a	declaration	of	independence.	It	was
produced	literally	overnight,	since	it	was	urgently	needed	as	the	Alamo	in	San	Antonio	was	currently	under	siege	by	Santa	Anna’s	army	from	Mexico.		Passed	by	the	consultation,	the	Declaration	of	1835	was	intended	to	attract	people’s	support	for	the	Texan	cause	from	other	Mexican	states.	That	particular	declaration	asked	for	Mexican	statehood	for
Texas	and	vowed	to	fight	through	war	until	the	Constitution	of	1824	was	restored.		By	the	time	the	Convention	of	1836	met,	such	declaration	was	no	longer	acceptable.	Immediately,	Convention	President	Richard	Ellis	appointed	a	committee	to	draft	a	new	Declaration	of	Independence.		The	Convention	of	1836	differed	from	the	previous	Texas	councils
of	1832,	1833,	and	the	1835	Consultation.	The	Mexican	government,	invited	and	induced	Texians	to	colonize	its	wilderness	under	the	pledged	faith	of	a	written	constitution	that	they	should	continue	enjoying	the	constitutional	liberty	and	republican	government	to	which	they	have	been	habituated	with	the	United	States	of	America.		Ellis	appointed
George	Childress,	Collin	McKinney,	Bailey	Hardeman,	James	Gaines,	and	Edward	Conrad	to	the	committee.	Childress	was	named	chairman	and	the	generally	accepted	author	of	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence,	having	little	help	from	other	committee	members.	It	was	briefly	reviewed	and	then	adopted	by	the	delegates	of	the	convention	the
next	day.	Over	the	course	of	next	several	days,	the	59	delegates,	each	representing	one	of	the	Texas	settlements,	approved	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence.	After	it	was	signed,	five	copies	were	made	and	dispatched	to	the	designated	Texas	towns	of	Goliad,	Brazoria,	Nacogdoches,	Bexar,	and	San	Felipe.		As	you	can	read	from	the	text	below,
the	document	somehow	parallels	the	Declaration	of	Independence	of	the	United	States,	signed	almost	60	years	earlier.	It	contains	statements	on	the	responsibility	and	functions	of	the	government,	followed	by	a	list	of	grievances.	Finally,	it	concludes	by	declaring	Texas	a	free	and	independent	republic.		The	Unanimous	Declaration	of	Independence
made	by	the	Delegates	of	the	People	of	Texas	in	General	Convention	at	the	town	of	Washington	on	the	2nd	day	of	March	1836.	When	a	government	has	ceased	to	protect	the	lives,	liberty	and	property	of	the	people,	from	whom	its	legitimate	powers	are	derived,	and	for	the	advancement	of	whose	happiness	it	was	instituted,	and	so	far	from	being	a
guarantee	for	the	enjoyment	of	those	inestimable	and	inalienable	rights,	becomes	an	instrument	in	the	hands	of	evil	rulers	for	their	oppression.	When	the	Federal	Republican	Constitution	of	their	country,	which	they	have	sworn	to	support,	no	longer	has	a	substantial	existence,	and	the	whole	nature	of	their	government	has	been	forcibly	changed,
without	their	consent,	from	a	restricted	federative	republic,	composed	of	sovereign	states,	to	a	consolidated	central	military	despotism,	in	which	every	interest	is	disregarded	but	that	of	the	army	and	the	priesthood,	both	the	eternal	enemies	of	civil	liberty,	the	everready	minions	of	power,	and	the	usual	instruments	of	tyrants.	When,	long	after	the
spirit	of	the	constitution	has	departed,	moderation	is	at	length	so	far	lost	by	those	in	power,	that	even	the	semblance	of	freedom	is	removed,	and	the	forms	themselves	of	the	constitution	discontinued,	and	so	far	from	their	petitions	and	remonstrance	being	regarded,	the	agents	who	bear	them	are	thrown	into	dungeons,	and	mercenary	armies	sent
forth	to	force	a	new	government	upon	them	at	the	point	of	the	bayonet.	When,	in	consequence	of	such	acts	of	malfeasance	and	abdication	on	the	part	of	the	government,	anarchy	prevails,	and	civil	society	is	dissolved	into	its	original	elements.	In	such	a	crisis,	the	first	law	of	nature,	the	right	of	self-preservation,	the	inherent	and	inalienable	rights	of
the	people	to	appeal	to	first	principles,	and	take	their	political	affairs	into	their	own	hands	in	extreme	cases,	enjoins	it	as	a	right	towards	themselves,	and	a	sacred	obligation	to	their	posterity,	to	abolish	such	government,	and	create	another	in	its	stead,	calculated	to	rescue	them	from	impending	dangers,	and	to	secure	their	future	welfare	and
happiness.	Nations,	as	well	as	individuals,	are	amenable	for	their	acts	to	the	public	opinion	of	mankind.	A	statement	of	a	part	of	our	grievances	is	therefore	submitted	to	an	impartial	world,	in	justification	of	the	hazardous	but	unavoidable	step	now	taken,	of	severing	our	political	connection	with	the	Mexican	people,	and	assuming	an	independent
attitude	among	the	nations	of	the	earth.	The	Mexican	government,	by	its	colonization	laws,	invited	and	induced	the	Anglo-American	population	of	Texas	to	colonize	its	wilderness	under	the	pledged	faith	of	a	written	constitution,	that	they	should	continue	to	enjoy	that	constitutional	liberty	and	republican	government	to	which	they	had	been	habituated
in	the	land	of	their	birth,	the	United	States	of	America.	In	this	expectation	they	have	been	cruelly	disappointed,	inasmuch	as	the	Mexican	nation	has	acquiesced	in	the	late	changes	made	in	the	government	by	General	Antonio	Lopez	de	Santa	Anna,	who	having	overturned	the	constitution	of	his	country,	now	offers	us	the	cruel	alternative,	either	to
abandon	our	homes,	acquired	by	so	many	privations,	or	submit	to	the	most	intolerable	of	all	tyranny,	the	combined	despotism	of	the	sword	and	the	priesthood.	It	has	sacrificed	our	welfare	to	the	state	of	Coahuila,	by	which	our	interests	have	been	continually	depressed	through	a	jealous	and	partial	course	of	legislation,	carried	on	at	a	far	distant	seat
of	government,	by	a	hostile	majority,	in	an	unknown	tongue,	and	this	too,	notwithstanding	we	have	petitioned	in	the	humblest	terms	for	the	establishment	of	a	separate	state	government,	and	have,	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	national	constitution,	presented	to	the	general	Congress	a	republican	constitution,	which	was,	without	just	cause,
contemptuously	rejected.	It	incarcerated	in	a	dungeon,	for	a	long	time,	one	of	our	citizens,	for	no	other	cause	but	a	zealous	endeavor	to	procure	the	acceptance	of	our	constitution,	and	the	establishment	of	a	state	government.	It	has	failed	and	refused	to	secure,	on	a	firm	basis,	the	right	of	trial	by	jury,	that	palladium	of	civil	liberty,	and	only	safe
guarantee	for	the	life,	liberty,	and	property	of	the	citizen.	It	has	failed	to	establish	any	public	system	of	education,	although	possessed	of	almost	boundless	resources,	(the	public	domain,)	and	although	it	is	an	axiom	in	political	science,	that	unless	a	people	are	educated	and	enlightened,	it	is	idle	to	expect	the	continuance	of	civil	liberty,	or	the	capacity
for	self-government.	It	has	suffered	the	military	commandants,	stationed	among	us,	to	exercise	arbitrary	acts	of	oppression	and	tyranny,	thus	trampling	upon	the	most	sacred	rights	of	the	citizens,	and	rendering	the	military	superior	to	the	civil	power.	It	has	dissolved,	by	force	of	arms,	the	state	Congress	of	Coahuila	and	Texas,	and	obliged	our
representatives	to	fly	for	their	lives	from	the	seat	of	government,	thus	depriving	us	of	the	fundamental	political	right	of	representation.	It	has	demanded	the	surrender	of	a	number	of	our	citizens,	and	ordered	military	detachments	to	seize	and	carry	them	into	the	Interior	for	trial,	in	contempt	of	the	civil	authorities,	and	in	defiance	of	the	laws	and	the
constitution.	It	has	made	piratical	attacks	upon	our	commerce,	by	commissioning	foreign	desperadoes,	and	authorizing	them	to	seize	our	vessels,	and	convey	the	property	of	our	citizens	to	far	distant	ports	for	confiscation.	It	denies	us	the	right	of	worshipping	the	Almighty	according	to	the	dictates	of	our	own	conscience,	by	the	support	of	a	national
religion,	calculated	to	promote	the	temporal	interest	of	its	human	functionaries,	rather	than	the	glory	of	the	true	and	living	God.	It	has	demanded	us	to	deliver	up	our	arms,	which	are	essential	to	our	defense,	the	rightful	property	of	freemen,	and	formidable	only	to	tyrannical	governments.	It	has	invaded	our	country	both	by	sea	and	by	land,	with	intent
to	lay	waste	our	territory,	and	drive	us	from	our	homes;	and	has	now	a	large	mercenary	army	advancing,	to	carry	on	against	us	a	war	of	extermination.	It	has,	through	its	emissaries,	incited	the	merciless	savage,	with	the	tomahawk	and	scalping	knife,	to	massacre	the	inhabitants	of	our	defenseless	frontiers.	It	hath	been,	during	the	whole	time	of	our
connection	with	it,	the	contemptible	sport	and	victim	of	successive	military	revolutions,	and	hath	continually	exhibited	every	characteristic	of	a	weak,	corrupt,	and	tyrannical	government.	These,	and	other	grievances,	were	patiently	borne	by	the	people	of	Texas,	until	they	reached	that	point	at	which	forbearance	ceases	to	be	a	virtue.	We	then	took	up
arms	in	defense	of	the	national	constitution.	We	appealed	to	our	Mexican	brethren	for	assistance.	Our	appeal	has	been	made	in	vain.	Though	months	have	elapsed,	no	sympathetic	response	has	yet	been	heard	from	the	Interior.	We	are,	therefore,	forced	to	the	melancholy	conclusion,	that	the	Mexican	people	have	acquiesced	in	the	destruction	of	their
liberty,	and	the	substitution	therefore	of	a	military	government;	that	they	are	unfit	to	be	free,	and	incapable	of	self-government.	The	necessity	of	self-preservation,	therefore,	now	decrees	our	eternal	political	separation.	We,	therefore,	the	delegates	with	plenary	powers	of	the	people	of	Texas,	in	solemn	convention	assembled,	appealing	to	a	candid
world	for	the	necessities	of	our	condition,	do	hereby	resolve	and	declare,	that	our	political	connection	with	the	Mexican	nation	has	forever	ended,	and	that	the	people	of	Texas	do	now	constitute	a	free,	Sovereign,	and	independent	republic,	and	are	fully	invested	with	all	the	rights	and	attributes	which	properly	belong	to	independent	nations;	and,
conscious	of	the	rectitude	of	our	intentions,	we	fearlessly	and	confidently	commit	the	issue	to	the	decision	of	the	Supreme	arbiter	of	the	destinies	of	nations.	Located	on	293	acres	of	lush	park	land,	the	picturesque	Washington	on	the	Brazos	State	Historic	Site	gives	visitors	unique	insights	into	the	lives	and	times	of	the	59	delegates	who	met	on	that
very	spot	on	March	2,	1836	to	make	a	formal	declaration	of	independence	from	Mexico.			From	1836	to	1846,	the	Republic	of	Texas	proudly	but	precariously	existed	as	a	separate	and	unique	nation.	Washington	on	the	Brazos	is,	indeed,	“Where	Texas	Became	Texas.”	Washington	on	the	Brazos	State	Historic	Site	has	many	onsite	attractions	open	daily,
as	well	as	an	incredible	year-round	schedule	of	events	and	programs.		On	the	grounds	of	this	Texas	Historical	Commission-run	state	historic	site	is	the	Star	of	the	Republic	Museum;	Independence	Hall;	and	Barrington	Plantation.	The	site’s	Visitor	Center	features	interactive	exhibits	which	present	a	timeline	of	the	Texas	Revolution;	it	also	houses	the
spacious	Museum	Store,	which	offers	snacks	and	a	wide	range	of	Texas-themed	items.	All	visitors	are	encouraged	to	start	with	the	Visitor	Center.	This	facility	is	free	to	the	public	and	is	the	best	place	to	gather	information	at	the	site,	Star	of	Republic	Museum,	Independence	Hall,	Barrington	Plantation,	and	purchase	entry	tickets.	Washington	on	the
Brazos	State	Historic	Site	is	the	core	of	the	Republic	of	Texas	Complex,	which	also	includes	Fanthorp	Inn—a	wonderfully	preserved	19th	century	stagecoach	inn	located	nearby	in	Anderson,	TX.			A	visit	to	this	significant	historic	site	is	a	must	for	all	Texans	and	newcomers	alike!	Washington-on-the-Brazos	State	Historic	Site	is	undergoing	an	epic
restoration	and	reimagination	to	create	an	enhanced	visitor	experience.	Due	to	heavy	construction	traffic,	areas	west	of	Ferry	Street	are	currently	closed;	starting	May	27th,	access	to	the	Townsite	(including	Independence	Hall),	trails,	Visitor	Center	and	Visitor	Center	Parking	Lot	will	close	through	October	for	visitor	safety,	with	admission	available
only	at	the	Barrington	Living	History	Farm	Wednesday-Sunday.	Click	here	to	see	a	current	site	map	of	closures.	The	Star	of	the	Republic	Museum,	Visitor’s	Center	and	the	new	Washington	Tonwsite	will	re-open	to	the	public	on	November	8,	2025.	Grounds	open	daily	from	8	a.m.	–	5	p.m.	Barrington	Living	History	Farm	open	Wednesday	–	Sunday	10
a.m.	–	4	p.m.		Explore	Donate	1836	proclamation	of	Texan	independence	from	Mexico	This	article	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:	"Texas	Declaration	of	Independence"	–	news	·	newspapers	·	books	·
scholar	·	JSTOR	(September	2020)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence1836	facsimile	of	the	Texas	Declaration	of	IndependenceCreatedMarch	2,	1836	(1836-03-02)LocationEngrossed	copy:	Texas	State	Library	and	Archives	CommissionAuthor(s)George	ChildressSignatories60	delegates	to	the
ConsultationPurposeTo	announce	and	explain	separation	from	MexicoFull	text	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	at	Wikisource	The	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	was	the	formal	declaration	of	independence	of	the	Republic	of	Texas	from	Mexico	in	the	Texas	Revolution.	It	was	adopted	at	the	Convention	of	1836	at	Washington-on-the-Brazos	on
March	2,	1836,	and	was	formally	signed	the	next	day	after	mistakes	were	noted	in	the	text.	In	October	of	1835,	native	Tejanos	and	new	settlers	in	Mexican	Texas	launched	the	Texas	Revolution.	However,	amongst	the	people	of	Texas,	many	struggled	with	understanding	what	the	ultimate	goal	of	the	Revolution	was.	Some	believed	that	the	goal	should
be	total	independence	from	Mexico,	while	others	sought	the	reimplementation	of	the	Mexican	Constitution	of	1824.	To	settle	the	issue,	a	convention	was	called	for	in	March	of	1836.	This	convention	differed	from	the	previous	Texas	councils	of	1832,	1833,	and	the	1835	Consultation.	Many	of	the	delegates	to	the	1836	convention	were	young	citizens	of
the	United	States,	who	had	only	recently	arrived	in	Texas,	in	violation	of	Mexico's	immigration	ban	of	April	1830.	Not	only	that	but	many	of	them	had	fought	in	battles	during	the	Texas	Revolution	against	Mexico	in	1835.	Of	the	60	men	to	sign,	the	only	two	known	native	Texans	to	sign	are	Jose	Francisco	Ruiz	and	Jose	Antonio	Navarro.[1]	Most	of	the
delegates	were	members	of	the	War	Party	and	were	adamant	that	Texas	must	declare	its	independence	from	Mexico.[2]	Forty-one	of	these	delegates	arrived	in	Washington-on-the-Brazos	on	February	28.[2]	Replica	of	the	building	at	Washington-on-the-Brazos	where	the	Texas	Declaration	was	signed.	An	inscription	reads:	"Here	a	Nation	was	born."
The	convention	was	convened	on	March	1	with	Richard	Ellis	as	president.[3]	The	delegates	selected	a	committee	of	five	to	draft	a	declaration	of	independence;	this	committee	was	led	by	George	Childress	along	with	Edward	Conrad,	James	Gaines,	Bailey	Hardeman,	and	Collin	McKinney.	The	committee	submitted	its	draft	within	a	mere	24	hours,	and
this	led	historians	to	speculate	that	Childress	had	written	much	of	it	before	he	arrived	at	the	Convention.[4]	The	document	closely	mirrors	the	United	States	Declaration	of	Independence	in	both	structure	and	tone.	It	reflects	Enlightenment	principles,	particularly	the	idea	of	the	right	to	revolution	when	a	government	becomes	tyrannical.	Among	the
listed	grievances	were	the	failure	to	establish	a	system	of	public	education,	the	denial	of	civil	liberties	such	as	trial	by	jury,	and	the	imposition	of	a	military	dictatorship	under	Santa	Anna.[5][6]	The	declaration	was	approved	on	March	2	with	no	debate.	Based	primarily	on	the	writings	of	John	Locke	and	Thomas	Jefferson,	the	declaration	proclaimed	that
the	Mexican	government	"ceased	to	protect	the	lives,	liberty,	and	property	of	the	people,	from	whom	its	legitimate	powers	are	derived"[7]	and	complained	about	"arbitrary	acts	of	oppression	and	tyranny."[8][9]	Throughout	the	declaration	are	numerous	references	to	the	United	States	laws,	rights,	and	customs.	Omitted	from	the	declaration	was	that
the	author	and	many	of	the	signatories	were	citizens	of	the	United	States,	occupying	Texas	illegally,	and	therefore	had	no	legal	rights	in	the	governance	of	Mexico.	The	declaration	clarifies	that	the	men	were	accustomed	to	the	laws	and	privileges	of	the	United	States,	and	were	unfamiliar	with	the	language,	religion,	and	traditions	of	the	nation	that
they	were	rebelling	against.	The	declaration	officially	established	the	Republic	of	Texas,	although	it	was	not	officially	recognized	at	that	time	by	any	government	other	than	itself.	The	Mexican	Republic	still	claimed	the	land	and	considered	the	delegates	to	be	invaders,	and	the	United	States	didn't	recognize	it	since	that	would	be	an	act	of	war	against
Mexico.[dubious	–	discuss]	The	declaration's	adoption	was	followed	by	the	Battle	of	the	Alamo	and	ultimately	the	decisive	Texian	victory	at	the	Battle	of	San	Jacinto	in	April	1836.	[10]	Among	others,	the	declaration	mentions	the	following	reasons	for	the	separation:	The	1824	Constitution	of	Mexico	establishing	a	federal	republic	had	been	overturned
and	changed	into	a	centralist	military	dictatorship	by	Gen.	Antonio	López	de	Santa	Anna.	The	Mexican	government	had	invited	settlers	to	Texas	and	promised	them	constitutional	liberty	and	republican	government,	but	then	reneged	on	these	guarantees.	Texas	was	in	union	with	the	Mexican	state	of	Coahuila	as	Coahuila	y	Tejas,	with	the	capital	in
distant	Saltillo.	Thus	the	affairs	of	Texas	were	decided	at	a	great	distance	from	the	province	and	in	the	Spanish	language,	which	the	immigrants	called	"an	unknown	tongue."	Political	rights	to	which	the	settlers	had	previously	been	accustomed	in	the	United	States,	such	as	the	right	to	keep	and	bear	arms	and	the	right	to	trial	by	jury,	were	denied.	No
system	of	public	education	had	been	established.	Attempts	by	the	Mexican	government	to	enforce	import	tariffs	were	called	"piratical	attacks"	by	"foreign	desperadoes."	The	settlers	were	not	allowed	freedom	of	religion.	All	legal	settlers	were	required	to	convert	to	Catholicism.	Based	upon	the	United	States	Declaration	of	Independence,	the	Texas
Declaration	also	contains	many	memorable	expressions	of	American	political	principles:	"the	right	of	trial	by	jury,	that	palladium	of	civil	liberty,	and	only	safe	guarantee	for	the	life,	liberty,	and	property	of	the	citizen.	"our	arms	...	are	essential	to	our	defense,	the	rightful	property	of	freemen,	and	formidable	only	to	tyrannical	governments."	The	New
Republic,	with	the	area	in	yellow	under	formal	control	and	the	green	area	as	claimed	territory,	over	modern	borders.	Sixty	men	signed	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence.	Three	of	them	were	born	in	Mexico,	those	being	José	Antonio	Navarro,	José	Francisco	Ruiz,	and	Lorenzo	de	Zavala.[11]	Fifty-seven	of	the	sixty	moved	to	Texas	from	the	United
States,[12]and	ten	of	them	had	lived	in	Texas	for	more	than	six	years,	while	one-quarter	of	them	had	been	in	the	province	for	less	than	a	year.[13]	This	is	significant,	because	it	indicates	that	the	majority	of	signatories	had	moved	to	Texas	after	the	Law	of	April	6,	1830.	This	law,	banning	immigration,	had	taken	effect	and	this	meant	that	the	majority
were	legally	citizens	of	the	United	States,	occupying	Texas	illegally.	[14]"	Fifty-nine	of	these	men	were	delegates	to	the	Convention,	and	one	was	the	Convention	Secretary,	Herbert	S.	Kimble,	who	was	not	a	delegate.	Jesse	B.	Badgett	George	Washington	Barnett	Thomas	Barnett	Stephen	W.	Blount	John	W.	Bower	Asa	Brigham	Andrew	Briscoe	John
Wheeler	Bunton	John	S.	D.	Byrom	Mathew	Caldwell	Samuel	Price	Carson	George	C.	Childress	William	Clark,	Jr.	Robert	M.	Coleman	James	Collinsworth	Edward	Conrad	William	Carroll	Crawford	Lorenzo	de	Zavala	Richard	Ellis,	President	of	the	Convention	and	Delegate	from	Red	River	Stephen	H.	Everett	John	Fisher	Samuel	Rhoads	Fisher	Robert
Thomas	'James'	Gaines	Thomas	J.	Gazley	Benjamin	Briggs	Goodrich	Jesse	Grimes	Robert	Hamilton	Bailey	Hardeman	Augustine	B.	Hardin	Sam	Houston	Herbert	Simms	Kimble,	Secretary	William	D.	Lacy	Albert	H.	Latimer	Edwin	O.	Legrand	Collin	McKinney	Samuel	A.	Maverick	(from	Bejar)	Michel	B.	Menard	William	Menefee	John	W.	Moore	William
Mottley	José	Antonio	Navarro	Martin	Parmer,	Delegate	from	San	Augustine	Sydney	O.	Pennington	Robert	Potter	James	Power	John	S.	Roberts	Sterling	C.	Robertson	José	Francisco	Ruiz	Thomas	Jefferson	Rusk	William.	B.	Scates	George	W.	Smyth	Elijah	Stapp,	ancestor	of	Brown	family	Charles	B.	Stewart	James	G.	Swisher	Charles	S.	Taylor	David
Thomas	John	Turner	Edwin	Waller	Claiborne	West	James	B.	Woods	Texas	Independence	Day	Timeline	of	the	Republic	of	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	(1836)	^	BERNICE,	STRONG	(June	15,	2010).	"RUIZ,	JOSE	FRANCISCO".	tshaonline.org.	Retrieved	April	14,	2018.	^	a	b	Roberts	and	Olson	(2001),	p.	142.	^	Davis	(1982),	p.	38.	^	Roberts	and
Olson	(2001),	p.	144.	^	Brands,	H.	W.	(2005).	Lone	Star	Nation:	The	Epic	Story	of	the	Battle	for	Texas	Independence.	Anchor	Books.	ISBN	9781400030725.	{{cite	book}}:	Check	|isbn=	value:	checksum	(help)	^	Campbell,	Randolph	B.	(2003).	Gone	to	Texas:	A	History	of	the	Lone	Star	State.	Oxford	University	Press.	ISBN	9780195138421.	{{cite
book}}:	Check	|isbn=	value:	checksum	(help)	^	Roberts	and	Olson	(2001),	p.	145.	^	Association,	Texas	State	Historical.	"Browse	Publications	of	Type	Southwestern	Historical	Quarterly	(SHQ)".	Texas	State	Historical	Association.	Retrieved	April	10,	2025.	^	Roberts	and	Olson	(2001),	p.	146.	^	Edmondson,	J.R.	(2000).	The	Alamo	Story:	From	Early
History	to	Current	Conflicts.	Republic	of	Texas	Press.	ISBN	9781556226780.	{{cite	book}}:	Check	|isbn=	value:	checksum	(help)	^	"Texans'	Struggle	for	Freedom	and	Equality	Exhibit	-	Tejano	Voices	|	Texas	State	Library".	^	"Texas	Declaration	of	Independence".	sonofthesouth.net.	Retrieved	May	15,	2015.	^	Scott	(2000),	p.	122.	^	Fehrenbach,	T.R.
(November	6,	2000).	Lone	Star:	A	History	of	Texas	and	the	Texans	(Revised	ed.).	Cambridge,	Massachusetts:	Da	Capo	Press.	ISBN	978-0306809425.	{{cite	book}}:	Check	|isbn=	value:	checksum	(help)	Davis,	Joe	Tom	(1982).	Legendary	Texians.	Vol.	1.	Austin,	Texas:	Eakin	Press.	ISBN	0-89015-336-1.	Martinez	de	Vara,	Art	(2020).	Tejano	Patriot:	The
Revolutionary	Life	of	Jose	Francisco	Ruiz,	1783	-	1840.	Austin,	TX:	Texas	State	Historical	Association	Press.	ISBN	978-1625110589.	Roberts,	Randy;	Olson,	James	S.	(2001).	A	Line	in	the	Sand:	The	Alamo	in	Blood	and	Memory.	The	Free	Press.	ISBN	0-684-83544-4.	Scott,	Robert	(2000).	After	the	Alamo.	Plano,	TX:	Republic	of	Texas	Press.	ISBN	978-1-
55622-691-5.	[1][2]	[3]	English	Wikisource	has	original	text	related	to	this	article:	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	Wikimedia	Commons	has	media	related	to	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence.	Washington	on	the	Brazos	The	Declaration	of	Independence,	1836,	from	Gammel's	Laws	of	Texas,	Vol.	I.,	hosted	by	the	Portal	to	Texas	History.
Declaration	of	Independence	of	Texas,	1836	broadside	and	original	manuscript	at	the	Texas	State	Library	and	Archives	Commission	Texas	Independence	Day,	March	2	including	Samuel	A.	Maverick's	broadside	copy	of	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence.	Lone	Star	Junction	Site:	copy	of	The	Declaration	of	Independence,	March	2,	1836	Special
Report:	Texas	Independence	Day	by	Texas	Cooking	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	from	the	Handbook	of	Texas	Online	School	Lesson:	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	Descendants	of	the	Signers	of	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	Texans'	Struggle	for	Freedom	and	Equality	Exhibit	-	Tejano	Voices	|	Texas	State	Library	War	Party
Southwestern	Historical	Quarterly	(SHQ)	^	Cite	error:	The	named	reference	:0	was	invoked	but	never	defined	(see	the	help	page).	^	Cite	error:	The	named	reference	:1	was	invoked	but	never	defined	(see	the	help	page).	^	Cite	error:	The	named	reference	:2	was	invoked	but	never	defined	(see	the	help	page).	Retrieved	from	"	Share	—	copy	and
redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and
indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or
technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for
your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	The	Portal	to	Texas	History	is	a	gateway	to	rare,	historical,	and	primary	source	materials	from	or	about	Texas.	A	gateway	to	rare,	historical,	and	primary	source	materials	from	or	about	Texas.	About	Take	a	Tour	Donate	This
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March	2,	1836,	Texas	formally	declared	its	independence	from	Mexico.	The	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	was	signed	at	Washington-on-the-Brazos,	now	commonly	referred	to	as	the	“birthplace	of	Texas.”	Similar	to	the	United	States	Declaration	of	Independence,	this	document	focused	on	the	rights	of	citizens	to	“life”	and	“liberty”	but	with	an
emphasis	on	the	“property	of	the	citizen.”	The	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	was	issued	during	a	revolution	against	the	Mexican	government	that	began	in	October	1835	following	a	series	of	government	edicts	including	the	dissolution	of	state	legislatures,	disarmament	of	state	militias,	and	abolition	of	the	Constitution	of	1824.	By	December
1835,	Texians	(Anglo-American	settlers)	and	Tejanos	(Texans	of	mixed	Mexican	and	Indian	descent)	captured	the	town	of	San	Antonio.	Two	months	later,	on	February	23,	1836,	Mexican	troops	under	General	Antonio	López	de	Santa	Anna	arrived	in	San	Antonio	to	retake	the	city.	Although	Sam	Houston	ordered	Texans	to	abandon	San	Antonio,	a	group
of	rebels	decided	to	defend	the	town	and	make	their	stand	at	an	abandoned	Spanish	mission,	the	Alamo.	For	twelve	days,	Mexican	forces	laid	siege	to	the	Alamo.	On	March	6,	four	days	after	Texas	declared	independence,	Mexican	troops	scaled	the	mission’s	walls;	183	defenders	were	killed,	including	several	Mexicans	who	had	fought	for	Texas
independence,	and	their	oil-soaked	bodies	were	set	on	fire	outside	the	Alamo.	The	Republic	of	Texas	won	its	independence	on	April	21,	1836,	with	a	final	battle	along	the	San	Jacinto	River.	A	full	transcript	is	available.	Excerpt	UNANIMOUS	DECLARATION	OF	INDEPENDENCE,	BY	THE	DELEGATES	OF	THE	PEOPLE	OF	TEXAS,	IN	GENERAL
CONVENTION,	AT	THE	TOWN	OF	WASHINGTON,	ON	THE	SECOND	DAY	OF	MARCH,	1836	When	a	government	has	ceased	to	protect	the	lives,	liberty,	and	property	of	the	people,	from	whom	its	legitimate	powers	are	derived,	and	for	the	advancement	of	whose	happiness	it	was	instituted;	and	so	far	from	being	a	guarantee	for	their	inestimable	and
inalienable	rights,	becomes	an	instrument	in	the	hands	of	evil	rulers	for	their	oppression.	When	the	Federal	Republican	Constitution	of	their	country,	which	they	have	sworn	to	support,	no	longer	has	a	substantial	existence,	and	the	whole	nature	of	their	government	has	been	forcibly	changed,	without	their	consent,	from	a	restricted	Federative
Republic,	composed	of	Sovereign	States,	to	a	consolidated	Central	Military	despotism,	in	which	every	interest	is	disregarded	but	that	of	the	army	and	the	priesthood,	both	the	eternal	enemies	of	civil	liberty,	the	ever	ready	minions	of	power,	and	the	usual	instruments	of	tyrants.	When,	long	after	the	spirit	of	the	constitution	has	departed,	moderation	is
at	length	so	far	lost	by	those	in	power,	that	even	the	semblance	of	freedom	is	removed,	and	the	forms	themselves	of	the	constitution	discontinued,	and	so	far	from	their	petitions	and	remonstrances	being	regarded,	the	agents	who	bear	them	are	thrown	into	dungeons,	and	mercenary	armies	sent	forth	to	force	a	new	government	upon	them	at	the	point
of	the	bayonet.	When,	in	consequence	of	such	acts	of	malfeasance	and	abduction	on	the	part	of	the	government,	anarchy	prevails	and	civil	society	is	dissolved	into	its	original	elements,	in	such	a	crisis,	the	first	law	of	nature,	the	right	of	self	preservation,	the	inherent	and	inalienable	right	of	the	people	to	appeal	to	first	principles,	and	take	their
political	affairs	into	their	own	hands	in	extreme	cases,	enjoins	it	as	a	right	towards	themselves	and	a	sacred	obligation	to	their	posterity	to	abolish	such	government,	and	create	another	in	its	stead,	calculated	to	rescue	them	from	impending	dangers,	and	to	secure	their	welfare	and	happiness.	Read	the	introduction	and	transcript	and	view	the	image.
Then	apply	your	knowledge	of	American	history	as	well	as	the	content	of	the	document	to	answer	the	following	questions:	Compare	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	and	the	United	States	Declaration	of	Independence.	Identify	and	explain	three	similarities	in	content	and	format.	Why	do	you	think	the	authors	of	the	Texas	Declaration	chose	to
model	their	document	on	Jefferson’s?	Which	of	the	numerous	accusations	against	the	Mexican	government	indicated	the	greatest	area	of	conflict	between	the	Anglo-Americans	and	the	Mexican	government?	You	may	list	more	than	one	conflict.	Be	prepared	to	explain	your	reasoning.	(Note:	In	order	to	answer	this	question,	it	will	be	beneficial	to	review
the	circumstances	surrounding	the	original	settlement	of	Anglo-Americans	in	Mexican	territory.)	How	do	you	think	current	high	school	textbooks	in	Mexico	describe	this	period	of	history?	A	printer-friendly	version	is	available	here.	The	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence,	adopted	at	Washington‑on‑the‑Brazos	on	March	2,	1836,	formally	severed	ties
with	Mexico	and	proclaimed	the	creation	of	a	sovereign	Republic	of	Texas.	The	document	drew	heavily	on	the	philosophical	language	of	the	United	States	Declaration	of	Independence,	asserting	the	right	of	revolution	in	response	to	governmental	tyranny.	It	accused	the	Mexican	government—under	General	Antonio	López	de	Santa	Anna—of
centralizing	power,	dismantling	the	federalist	Constitution	of	1824,	and	violating	the	political	and	civil	rights	of	the	Anglo-American	settlers	who	had	been	encouraged	to	colonize	Texas	under	earlier	Mexican	law.	Though	adopted	in	the	midst	of	military	crisis—just	days	before	the	fall	of	the	Alamo—it	marked	the	birth	of	Texas	as	an	independent
republic.	Within	days,	the	same	convention	adopted	the	Republic’s	constitution,	establishing	a	new	government	that	would	last	until	Texas’	annexation	by	the	United	States	a	decade	later.	The	declaration	was	signed	by	sixty	men.	Most	of	the	signatories	were	U.S.-born	Anglo	settlers,	while	three	were	Hispanics—two	native-born	Texans	(José	 Antonio
 Navarro	and	José	 Francisco	 Ruiz)	and	one,	future	vice	president	Lorenzo de Zavala,	who	was	born	elsewhere	in	Mexico.	This	composition	reflected	the	decade-long	influx	of	Anglos	into	Mexican	Texas,	alongside	an	enduring	Tejano	political	presence.	Although	outnumbered,	the	participation	of	these	prominent	Hispanic	figures	underscored	that
resistance	to	Santa	Anna’s	centralization	was	a	shared	concern,	uniting	diverse	communities	in	support	of	independence.	Texans	adopted	the	declaration	only	after	months	of	debate	over	whether	to	declare	independence	or	support	the	Federalist	faction	within	Mexico.	According	to	historian	James	K.	Greer,	“The	winter	of	1835-’36	saw	public	opinion
in	Texas	crystallize	toward	the	belief	that	the	time	had	arrived	for	Texas	to	sever	its	relation	with	the	Mexican	government.	Hope	that	the	Mexican	Liberals	would	assist	the	Texans	in	a	future	safeguarding	of	their	rights	had	dwindled;	a	declaration	on	November	7,	1835,	in	favor	of	the	Mexican	constitution	of	1824	had	repelled	Americans	and	failed	to
secure	support	from	Mexico.”	“Even	Stephen	F.	Austin,	the	colonist	most	loyal	to	the	Mexican	government	in	Texas,	who	had	said	in	November,	1835,	that	Texas	had	‘legal	and	equitable	and	just	grounds	to	declare	independence,’	but	continued	to	insist	on	strict	adherence	to	the	Mexican	Federal	Union	during	the	same	period,	finally	said	that	he	was
now	in	favor	of	an	immediate	declaration	of	independence.	Having	arrived	at	this	conclusion,	Austin	now	threw	all	his	influence	(and	it	was	of	great	weight	with	the	people	as	a	whole)	to	securing	unity	of	the	people	in	favor	of	a	declaration	of	separation	from	the	Mexican	government.”1	On	February	1,	1836	an	election	of	delegates	to	the	convention
was	held	in	the	various	municipalities	of	Texas.	They	assembled	on	March	1,	1836	and	appointed	a	committee	to	draft	a	Declaration	of	Independence,	consisting	of	George	Childress	of	Milam,	James	Gaines	of	Sabine,	Edwin	Conrad	of	Refugio,	Collin	McKinney	of	Red	River,	and	Bailey	Hardeman	of	Matagorda.	Childress,	a	Nashville-trained	lawyer	and
former	newspaper	editor,	who	had	only	recently	arrived	in	Texas,	is	widely	recognized	as	the	principal	author	of	the	declaration.	The	drafting	committee	completed	its	work	in	a	single	day—strong	evidence	that	Childress	arrived	at	the	convention	with	a	draft	already	in	hand.	A	newspaper	memorial	for	his	brother	Wyatt	even	recounts	that	Childress
composed	the	original	draft	in	his	brother’s	blacksmith	shop,	lending	a	vivid,	frontier-era	detail	to	the	declaration’s	origins.	Note:	Headings	added	for	readability.	The	original	document	was	written	as	a	continuous	statement	without	formal	sections.	THEDECLARATION	OF	INDEPENDENCEMADE	BY	THEDELEGATES	OF	THE	PEOPLE	OF	TEXASIN(
1063	)General	Convention,	at	Washington,On	March	2nd,	1886.When	a	government	has	ceased	to	protect	the	lives,	liberty	andproperty	of	the	people,	from	whom	its	legitimate	powers	are	de-rived,	and	for	the	advancement	of	whose	happiness	it	was	insti-tuted:	and	so	far	from	being	a	guarantee	for	their	inestimable	andinalienable	rights,	becomes	an
instrument	in	the	hands	of	evilrulers	for	their	oppression.	When	the	federal	republican	constitu-tion	of	their	country,	which	they	have	sworn	to	support,	no	longerhas	a	substantial	existence,	and	the	whole	nature	of	their	govern-ment	has	been	forcibly	changed,	without	their	consent,	from	arestricted	federative	republic,	composed	of	sovereign	states,
to	aconsolidated	central	military	despotism,	in	which	every	interestis	disregarded	but	that	of	the	army	and	the	priesthood,	both	theeternal	enemies	of	civil	liberty,	the	ever	ready	minions	of	power,and	the	usual	instruments	of	tyrants.	When,	long	after	the	spiritof	the	constitution	has	departed,	moderation	is	at	length	so	farlost	by	those	in	power,	that
even	the	semblance	of	freedom	isremoved,	and	the	forms	themselves	of	the	constitution	dis-continued,	and	so	far	from	their	petitions	and	remonstrances	scoresvideosteachers	The	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence,	proclaimed	on	March	2,	1836,	marked	a	pivotal	moment	in	American	history,	signaling	the	birth	of	the	Republic	of	Texas	and	its
secession	from	Mexico.	This	document,	framed	by	discontent	and	revolutionary	zeal,	not	only	echoes	the	philosophical	and	political	ideals	of	the	American	Revolution	but	also	reflects	the	unique	circumstances	and	ambitions	that	characterized	the	Texan	struggle	for	autonomy.	Background	Texas,	originally	part	of	the	Spanish	Empire,	came	under
Mexican	control	after	Mexico’s	independence	from	Spain	in	1821.	Initially,	the	Mexican	government	encouraged	American	settlers	to	move	to	Texas,	which	was	sparsely	populated,	by	offering	generous	land	grants.	By	the	1830s,	the	number	of	settlers,	primarily	from	the	United	States,	had	surged,	altering	the	demographic	and	economic	landscape	of
Texas.	These	settlers,	known	as	Texians,	brought	with	them	distinct	cultural,	economic,	and	political	practices	that	increasingly	conflicted	with	Mexican	authorities.	Tensions	Rise	The	situation	escalated	when	Antonio	López	de	Santa	Anna	rose	to	power	in	Mexico	in	the	early	1830s.	His	centralist	policies,	which	included	abolishing	the	1824	Mexican
Constitution	in	favor	of	more	consolidated	control,	were	met	with	widespread	dissent	across	Mexican	territories,	including	Texas.	The	enforcement	of	the	Law	of	April	6,	1830,	which	prohibited	further	American	immigration	to	Texas	and	increased	military	presence,	exacerbated	tensions	and	fueled	the	desire	for	autonomy	among	the	Texian	settlers.
As	tensions	escalated	over	issues	such	as	legal	rights,	immigration	restrictions,	and	military	intrusion,	Texan	settlers—comprising	both	Anglo	and	Tejano	elements—pushed	for	a	break	from	Mexico.	Image:	A	picture	of	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence.	Road	to	Declaration	The	immediate	cause	of	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	was	the
shift	in	the	Mexican	government	towards	centralism	and	the	perceived	tyranny	of	President	Santa	Anna.	The	Texian	response	was	initially	shaped	by	a	series	of	conventions	held	in	1832	and	1833,	where	delegates	debated	their	relationship	with	Mexico	and	contemplated	various	degrees	of	autonomy.	However,	by	1835,	with	Santa	Anna’s	increasingly
dictatorial	regime,	the	Texian	leaders	moved	decisively	towards	a	complete	break	from	Mexico.	Inspired	by	the	American	Declaration	of	Independence,	the	Texas	Declaration	was	crafted	primarily	by	George	Campbell	Childress	and	mirrored	the	structure	and	tone	of	its	American	predecessor,	listing	grievances	and	asserting	the	natural	rights	to	self-
governance.	Image:	A	statue	of	George	Childress	(1804	-1841)	at	the	Historical	Park	at	Washington-on-the-Brazos	in	Texas.	The	Convention	of	1836	The	Convention	of	1836,	convened	at	Washington-on-the-Brazos	on	March	1,	quickly	resolved	to	declare	independence.	Fifty-nine	delegates,	representing	Anglo	and	Tejano	communities,	drafted	and
signed	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	the	following	day.	The	document,	primarily	authored	by	George	Childress,	was	modeled	after	the	U.S.	Declaration	of	Independence.	It	articulated	grievances	against	Santa	Anna’s	government,	accusing	it	of	violating	the	rights	and	freedoms	of	its	citizens—paralleling	the	earlier	American	grievances
against	the	British	monarch.	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	was	adopted	during	the	Convention	of	1836,	which	convened	on	March	1	at	Washington-on-the-Brazos.	It	marked	a	critical	moment	in	the	Texas	Revolution—a	rebellious	stand	against	the	centralist	policies	of	Mexican	President	Antonio	López	de	Santa	Anna.	Image:	A	photo	of	Santa
Anna	(1794	–	1876).	Content	and	Ideology	The	declaration	outlined	several	key	accusations	against	the	Mexican	government,	including	the	failure	to	establish	a	public	system	of	education,	the	denial	of	trial	by	jury,	and	the	military	usurpation	of	civil	authority.	Most	provocatively,	it	accused	Santa	Anna	of	changing	the	government	from	a	republic	to	a
dictatorship	and	of	attempting	to	enforce	these	changes	at	the	point	of	the	bayonet.	Did	You	Know…?	The	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	was	quickly	prepared	and	presented	for	approval	on	March	2,	1836.	However,	it	was	only	formally	signed	on	March	3	after	corrections	were	made	to	initial	errors	in	the	text.	This	document	accused	the
Mexican	government	of	violations	that	justified	secession,	citing	the	abolition	of	the	Constitution	of	1824,	the	suppression	of	the	judiciary,	and	the	military	occupation	of	Texas.	Of	the	sixty	signatories	of	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence,	fifty-seven	were	recent	immigrants	from	the	United	States,	largely	in	defiance	of	Mexico’s	1830	ban	on
American	immigration.	This	highlights	their	predominantly	illegal	status	in	Texas	at	the	time	of	signing.	Fifty-nine	were	delegates	at	the	Convention,	and	one	served	as	the	Convention	Secretary.	The	declaration	was	immediately	followed	by	the	bloody	Texas	Revolution,	most	famously	symbolized	by	the	Battle	of	the	Alamo,	which	ended	shortly	after
the	declaration	was	signed.	The	war	continued	until	April	1836,	when	Texian	forces	under	Sam	Houston	decisively	defeated	Santa	Anna	at	the	Battle	of	San	Jacinto,	securing	de	facto	independence.	The	Republic	of	Texas	remained	an	independent	nation	until	it	was	annexed	by	the	United	States	in	1845,	becoming	the	28th	state.	The	annexation	of
Texas	contributed	to	the	outbreak	of	the	U.S.-Mexican	War	in	1846,	as	disputes	arose	over	the	boundaries	between	Texas	and	Mexico.	Legacy	The	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	remains	a	fundamental	document	in	the	state’s	history.	It	not	only	signifies	the	historical	aspiration	for	self-governance	and	resistance	against	tyranny	but	also	reflects
the	complex	and	often	contentious	relationship	between	cultural	identity,	political	autonomy,	and	national	integration.	The	legacy	of	the	declaration	continues	to	influence	Texan	identity	and	is	celebrated	annually	on	Texas	Independence	Day,	a	testament	to	the	enduring	spirit	of	the	document	and	its	principles.	Major	Facts	about	Texas	Native
Americans	inhabited	Texas	for	millennia	before	Spanish	explorers	claimed	it	in	1519.	Interest	in	Texas	surged	when	the	French	established	an	outpost	in	the	1680s,	prompting	Spanish	action.	After	gaining	independence	from	Spain	in	1821,	Texas	briefly	belonged	to	Mexico,	became	independent	in	1836,	joined	the	U.S.	in	1845,	seceded	in	1861,	and
rejoined	the	Union	post-Civil	War.	The	six	flags	over	Texas	inspired	the	Six	Flags	amusement	park	name.	With	268,596	square	miles,	Texas	is	the	second	largest	U.S.	state	by	area.	Per	the	most	recent	U.S.	Census	figures,	Texas	has	a	population	of	about	30	million,	trailing	only	California,	which	has	a	whopping	39	million.	Texas	also	boasts	the
nation’s	largest	state	capitol,	highest	speed	limit,	and	leads	in	cattle,	cotton,	and	oil	production.	However,	it	also	faces	challenges	with	high	adult	obesity	rates	and	significant	greenhouse	gas	emissions,	reflecting	the	complexity	of	its	‘bigger	and	better’	ethos.	After	joining	the	United	States,	Texas	pursued	claims	on	a	large	portion	of	New	Mexico
territory.	However,	during	the	Compromise	of	1850,	which	aimed	to	balance	free	and	slave	states,	Texas	ceded	about	67	million	acres	to	the	federal	government	in	return	for	$10	million	to	settle	its	debts.	In	the	1980s,	Texas	was	spending	around	$20	million	annually	on	highway	trash	cleanup,	prompting	the	Department	of	Transportation	to	seek
advertising	help.	The	resulting	campaign,	launched	during	the	1986	Cotton	Bowl,	introduced	the	iconic	slogan	“Don’t	mess	with	Texas.”	Originally	aimed	at	reducing	litter,	the	phrase	has	evolved	into	a	broader	symbol	of	Texas	pride.	History	of	Samuel	Houston	and	how	he	became	the	first	president	of	the	Republic	of	Texas?	Questions	and	Answers
Here	are	some	questions	and	answers	based	on	the	detailed	description	of	the	events	leading	to	and	including	the	Texas	Revolution	and	the	Declaration	of	Independence:	What	prompted	the	increased	tension	between	American	settlers	and	the	Mexican	government	prior	to	the	Texas	Revolution?	The	Law	of	April	6,	1830,	which	banned	further
American	immigration	and	increased	the	military	presence	in	Texas,	was	a	major	source	of	tension.	This	law	conflicted	with	the	settlers’	cultural	and	economic	practices,	including	slavery,	which	Mexican	laws	increasingly	opposed.	What	were	the	primary	motivations	behind	the	Texas	Revolution	as	debated	by	settlers	in	Austin	and	other
communities?	Settlers	were	divided	in	their	goals:	some	advocated	for	complete	independence	from	Mexico	to	maintain	their	way	of	life	and	self-governance,	including	the	preservation	of	slavery.	Others	sought	the	reimplementation	of	the	Mexican	Constitution	of	1824,	which	offered	more	regional	autonomy	and	was	sympathetic	to	their	interests
such	as	land	and	slave	ownership.	The	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	was	a	pivotal	document	in	American	history,	formally	severing	political	ties	between	the	Mexican	government	and	the	settlers	of	the	Texan	territory.	Image:	This	is	a	replica	of	the	Independence	Hall,	located	at	Washington	County	in	Texas,	where	the	Texas	Declaration	of
Independence	was	signed.		How	did	the	composition	of	delegates	at	the	1836	Convention	influence	the	outcome	of	the	Texas	Revolution?	The	1836	Convention	was	dominated	by	recent	arrivals	from	the	United	States,	many	of	whom	were	in	violation	of	Mexico’s	1830	immigration	ban.	These	delegates,	largely	aligned	with	the	“War	Party,”	pushed	for
outright	independence	from	Mexico,	influencing	the	convention	towards	a	declaration	of	independence.	Who	were	the	only	two	known	native	Texans	to	sign	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence,	and	what	was	their	significance?	José	Francisco	Ruiz	and	José	Antonio	Navarro	were	the	only	two	known	native	Texans	who	signed	the	declaration.	Their
involvement	highlighted	the	support	for	independence	not	just	from	recent	American	immigrants	but	also	from	established	Texan	residents,	although	their	views	were	often	overshadowed	by	the	more	radical	newcomers.	What	were	the	main	grievances	cited	in	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	against	the	Mexican	government?	The	declaration



cited	the	abolition	of	the	Constitution	of	1824,	the	establishment	of	a	centralist	dictatorship	under	Santa	Anna,	the	lack	of	a	public	education	system,	and	restrictions	on	religious	and	political	freedoms.	It	also	criticized	the	imposition	of	import	tariffs	and	the	enforcement	of	laws	in	Spanish,	a	language	unfamiliar	to	many	settlers.	What	principles	of
American	governance	were	emphasized	in	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence?	The	declaration	emphasized	principles	such	as	the	right	to	trial	by	jury	and	the	right	to	bear	arms,	which	were	seen	as	essential	safeguards	of	civil	liberty	and	effective	checks	against	tyrannical	government.	How	did	the	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	address	the
issue	of	the	signatories	being	illegal	immigrants	under	Mexican	law?	The	declaration	omitted	the	fact	that	many	of	the	sixty	signatories	were	technically	illegal	immigrants.	Instead,	it	focused	on	their	grievances	with	Mexican	governance	and	underscored	their	allegiance	to	American	principles	of	liberty	and	property	rights.	What	was	the	immediate
legal	status	of	the	Republic	of	Texas	following	the	declaration?	Following	the	declaration,	the	Republic	of	Texas	was	not	officially	recognized	by	any	government	other	than	itself.	Mexico	still	claimed	the	land,	considering	the	delegates	to	be	invaders,	and	the	United	States	did	not	recognize	it	to	avoid	an	act	of	war	against	Mexico.	Reasons	why	the
United	States	didn’t	annex	Mexico	following	the	Mexican-American	War	The	Texas	Declaration	of	Independence	was	produced,	literally,	overnight.	Its	urgency	was	important	as	the	Alamo	in	San	Antonio	was	currently	under	siege	by	Santa	Anna’s	army	of	Mexico.	Immediately	upon	the	gathering	for	the	Convention	of	1836	on	March	1,	1836,	a
committee	of	five	of	its	delegates	was	appointed	to	draft	the	document.	The	committee,	consisting	of	George	C.	Childress,	Edward	Conrad,	James	Gaines,	Bailey	Hardeman,	and	Collin	McKinney,	prepared	the	declaration,	essentially	overnight.	It	was	briefly	reviewed,	then	adopted	by	the	delegates	of	the	convention	the	following	day.	As	seen	from	the
text	below,	the	document	somewhat	parallels	the	United	States	Declaration	of	Independence,	signed	almost	sixty	years	earlier.	It	contains	statements	on	the	function	and	responsibility	of	government,	followed	by	a	list	of	grievances.	Finally,	it	concludes	by	declaring	Texas	a	free	and	independent	republic.	Full	Text	of	the	Texas	Declaration	of
Independence	When	a	government	has	ceased	to	protect	the	lives,	liberty	and	property	of	the	people,	from	whom	its	legitimate	powers	are	derived,	and	for	the	advancement	of	whose	happiness	it	was	instituted,	and	so	far	from	being	a	guarantee	for	the	enjoyment	of	those	inestimable	and	inalienable	rights,	becomes	an	instrument	in	the	hands	of	evil
rulers	for	their	oppression.	When	the	Federal	Republican	Constitution	of	their	country,	which	they	have	sworn	to	support,	no	longer	has	a	substantial	existence,	and	the	whole	nature	of	their	government	has	been	forcibly	changed,	without	their	consent,	from	a	restricted	federative	republic,	composed	of	sovereign	states,	to	a	consolidated	central
military	despotism,	in	which	every	interest	is	disregarded	but	that	of	the	army	and	the	priesthood,	both	the	eternal	enemies	of	civil	liberty,	the	everready	minions	of	power,	and	the	usual	instruments	of	tyrants.	When,	long	after	the	spirit	of	the	constitution	has	departed,	moderation	is	at	length	so	far	lost	by	those	in	power,	that	even	the	semblance	of
freedom	is	removed,	and	the	forms	themselves	of	the	constitution	discontinued,	and	so	far	from	their	petitions	and	remonstrances	being	regarded,	the	agents	who	bear	them	are	thrown	into	dungeons,	and	mercenary	armies	sent	forth	to	force	a	new	government	upon	them	at	the	point	of	the	bayonet.	When,	in	consequence	of	such	acts	of	malfeasance
and	abdication	on	the	part	of	the	government,	anarchy	prevails,	and	civil	society	is	dissolved	into	its	original	elements.	In	such	a	crisis,	the	first	law	of	nature,	the	right	of	self-preservation,	the	inherent	and	inalienable	rights	of	the	people	to	appeal	to	first	principles,	and	take	their	political	affairs	into	their	own	hands	in	extreme	cases,	enjoins	it	as	a
right	towards	themselves,	and	a	sacred	obligation	to	their	posterity,	to	abolish	such	government,	and	create	another	in	its	stead,	calculated	to	rescue	them	from	impending	dangers,	and	to	secure	their	future	welfare	and	happiness.	Nations,	as	well	as	individuals,	are	amenable	for	their	acts	to	the	public	opinion	of	mankind.	A	statement	of	a	part	of	our
grievances	is	therefore	submitted	to	an	impartial	world,	in	justification	of	the	hazardous	but	unavoidable	step	now	taken,	of	severing	our	political	connection	with	the	Mexican	people,	and	assuming	an	independent	attitude	among	the	nations	of	the	earth.	The	Mexican	government,	by	its	colonization	laws,	invited	and	induced	the	Anglo-American
population	of	Texas	to	colonize	its	wilderness	under	the	pledged	faith	of	a	written	constitution,	that	they	should	continue	to	enjoy	that	constitutional	liberty	and	republican	government	to	which	they	had	been	habituated	in	the	land	of	their	birth,	the	United	States	of	America.	In	this	expectation	they	have	been	cruelly	disappointed,	inasmuch	as	the
Mexican	nation	has	acquiesced	in	the	late	changes	made	in	the	government	by	General	Antonio	Lopez	de	Santa	Anna,	who	having	overturned	the	constitution	of	his	country,	now	offers	us	the	cruel	alternative,	either	to	abandon	our	homes,	acquired	by	so	many	privations,	or	submit	to	the	most	intolerable	of	all	tyranny,	the	combined	despotism	of	the
sword	and	the	priesthood.	It	has	sacrificed	our	welfare	to	the	state	of	Coahuila,	by	which	our	interests	have	been	continually	depressed	through	a	jealous	and	partial	course	of	legislation,	carried	on	at	a	far	distant	seat	of	government,	by	a	hostile	majority,	in	an	unknown	tongue,	and	this	too,	notwithstanding	we	have	petitioned	in	the	humblest	terms
for	the	establishment	of	a	separate	state	government,	and	have,	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	the	national	constitution,	presented	to	the	general	Congress	a	republican	constitution,	which	was,	without	just	cause,	contemptuously	rejected.	It	incarcerated	in	a	dungeon,	for	a	long	time,	one	of	our	citizens,	for	no	other	cause	but	a	zealous	endeavor
to	procure	the	acceptance	of	our	constitution,	and	the	establishment	of	a	state	government.	It	has	failed	and	refused	to	secure,	on	a	firm	basis,	the	right	of	trial	by	jury,	that	palladium	of	civil	liberty,	and	only	safe	guarantee	for	the	life,	liberty,	and	property	of	the	citizen.	It	has	failed	to	establish	any	public	system	of	education,	although	possessed	of
almost	boundless	resources,	(the	public	domain,)	and	although	it	is	an	axiom	in	political	science,	that	unless	a	people	are	educated	and	enlightened,	it	is	idle	to	expect	the	continuance	of	civil	liberty,	or	the	capacity	for	self	government.	It	has	suffered	the	military	commandants,	stationed	among	us,	to	exercise	arbitrary	acts	of	oppression	and	tyrrany,
thus	trampling	upon	the	most	sacred	rights	of	the	citizens,	and	rendering	the	military	superior	to	the	civil	power.	It	has	dissolved,	by	force	of	arms,	the	state	Congress	of	Coahuila	and	Texas,	and	obliged	our	representatives	to	fly	for	their	lives	from	the	seat	of	government,	thus	depriving	us	of	the	fundamental	political	right	of	representation.	It	has
demanded	the	surrender	of	a	number	of	our	citizens,	and	ordered	military	detachments	to	seize	and	carry	them	into	the	Interior	for	trial,	in	contempt	of	the	civil	authorities,	and	in	defiance	of	the	laws	and	the	constitution.	It	has	made	piratical	attacks	upon	our	commerce,	by	commissioning	foreign	desperadoes,	and	authorizing	them	to	seize	our
vessels,	and	convey	the	property	of	our	citizens	to	far	distant	ports	for	confiscation.	It	denies	us	the	right	of	worshipping	the	Almighty	according	to	the	dictates	of	our	own	conscience,	by	the	support	of	a	national	religion,	calculated	to	promote	the	temporal	interest	of	its	human	functionaries,	rather	than	the	glory	of	the	true	and	living	God.	It	has
demanded	us	to	deliver	up	our	arms,	which	are	essential	to	our	defence,	the	rightful	property	of	freemen,	and	formidable	only	to	tyrannical	governments.	It	has	invaded	our	country	both	by	sea	and	by	land,	with	intent	to	lay	waste	our	territory,	and	drive	us	from	our	homes;	and	has	now	a	large	mercenary	army	advancing,	to	carry	on	against	us	a	war
of	extermination.	It	has,	through	its	emissaries,	incited	the	merciless	savage,	with	the	tomahawk	and	scalping	knife,	to	massacre	the	inhabitants	of	our	defenseless	frontiers.	It	hath	been,	during	the	whole	time	of	our	connection	with	it,	the	contemptible	sport	and	victim	of	successive	military	revolutions,	and	hath	continually	exhibited	every
characteristic	of	a	weak,	corrupt,	and	tyrranical	government.	These,	and	other	grievances,	were	patiently	borne	by	the	people	of	Texas,	untill	they	reached	that	point	at	which	forbearance	ceases	to	be	a	virtue.	We	then	took	up	arms	in	defence	of	the	national	constitution.	We	appealed	to	our	Mexican	brethren	for	assistance.	Our	appeal	has	been	made
in	vain.	Though	months	have	elapsed,	no	sympathetic	response	has	yet	been	heard	from	the	Interior.	We	are,	therefore,	forced	to	the	melancholy	conclusion,	that	the	Mexican	people	have	acquiesced	in	the	destruction	of	their	liberty,	and	the	substitution	therfor	of	a	military	government;	that	they	are	unfit	to	be	free,	and	incapable	of	self	government.
The	necessity	of	self-preservation,	therefore,	now	decrees	our	eternal	political	separation.	We,	therefore,	the	delegates	with	plenary	powers	of	the	people	of	Texas,	in	solemn	convention	assembled,	appealing	to	a	candid	world	for	the	necessities	of	our	condition,	do	hereby	resolve	and	declare,	that	our	political	connection	with	the	Mexican	nation	has
forever	ended,	and	that	the	people	of	Texas	do	now	constitute	a	free,	Sovereign,	and	independent	republic,	and	are	fully	invested	with	all	the	rights	and	attributes	which	properly	belong	to	independent	nations;	and,	conscious	of	the	rectitude	of	our	intentions,	we	fearlessly	and	confidently	commit	the	issue	to	the	decision	of	the	Supreme	arbiter	of	the
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