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Display options Format AbstractPubMedPMID The eighth edition of the American Joint Committee on Cancer (AJCC) melanoma staging system was implemented in the United States on 1 January 2018. Areas covered: This article provides an overview of important changes in the eighth edition AJCC staging system from the seventh edition based on
analyses of a large international melanoma database. The clinical implications of these changes for melanoma treatment are also discussed. Expert commentary: A standardized and contemporary cancer staging system that facilitates accurate risk stratification is essential to guide patient treatment. The eighth edition of the AJCC staging system is
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Download as PDF The seventh edition of the American Joint Committee on Cancer (AJCC) staging system for cutaneous melanoma was implemented in 2010 following its introduction in 2009.1,2 In 2016, the Melanoma Expert Panel revised and published the eighth edition of the AJCC melanoma staging system, which was formally implemented
nationwide January 1, 2018. Based on analyses of a large international melanoma database, key changes have been made in the new system to improve staging and prognostication, risk stratification and selection of patients for clinical trials. With the ever-growing list of increasingly effective treatments available today, it is more important than ever
to stage patients accurately so that the monotherapies and combination therapies approved across different stage levels can be used most effectively, and patients can be optimally informed about their options and considered for the most promising and appropriate clinical trials. Here, we have distilled the most important changes in the new AJCC
melanoma staging system, adapting them from the chapter on cutaneous melanoma in the eighth edition and the recently published analyses of the international database by the Melanoma Expert Panel.3,4 Determinants of Primary Tumor (T) Status Primary melanoma thickness and ulceration continue to define T category strata, but tumor thickness
is to be measured to the nearest 0.1 mm, not the nearest 0.01 mm. The definitions of Tla and T1b have been revised so that Tla melanomas include those



