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do	and	does	are	the	present	simple	forms	of	the	irregular	English	verb	do.	The	third	person	singular	present	tense	of	do	is	represented	by	the	letter	"dŭz",	while	in	American	English,	it's	spelled	as	"dŭz"	with	a	u-bar	over	the	ū,	written	as	(dʌz).	In	British	English,	it's	spelled	as	"do",	and	in	informal	South	African	slang,	it	means	"foolish	or	despicable
person".	###ARTICLETo	help	you	understand	the	difference	between	"do"	and	"does,"	let's	look	at	an	example.	I	am	verifying	if	it's	true.)"Doesn't	she	live	there?"	(This	is	the	same	as	the	pop	music	example	before.	I	think	she	lives	there,	but	I	am	not	100%	sure,	so	I	am	verifying	the	information	with	someone.)Where,	when,	and	how	can	be	used	in
negative	questions	with	don't	and	doesn't,	but	it	isn't	very	common.	However,	here	are	some	examples	to	satisfy	your	curiosity:"Where	don't	penguins	live?""When	doesn't	it	rain	in	London?"	(This	could	be	a	sarcastic	question.)"How	does	you	know	that?"	I	hope	you	feel	more	comfortable	with	using	do	and	does	in	the	present	simple,	and	that	you	will
recognize	them	more	easily	when	you	hear	them	in	English	contexts.	To	continue	improving,	practice	repeating	the	examples	on	this	page.	As	a	bonus,	here	is	some	more	grammatical	information	about	the	verb	do:Present	simple:	do	and	does	("Where	do	you	live?"	/	"Where	does	she	live?")Past	simple:	did	("She	did	her	homework.")Present	participle:
doing	("I'm	doing	my	best.")Past	participle:	done	("Have	you	done	your	taxes?")Remember,	there	is	always	more	to	learn.Finally,	thank	you	for	learning	with	me.	If	you	enjoyed	this	resource	and	you	would	like	to	support	my	work,	you	can	purchase	a	PDF,	e-Book,	or	paperback	copy	of	one	of	my	books.	I	wrote	all	of	them	with	English	students	in	mind.
Until	next	time,	good	luck	on	your	learning	journey,	and	talk	to	you	again	soon.	Does	and	does	are	two	words	that	are	spelled	identically	but	are	pronounced	differently	and	have	different	meanings,	which	makes	them	heteronyms.	What	does	that	look	like	in	practice?	Here	are	a	couple	of	examples	of	'do'	and	'does'	used	as	main	verbs:	What	shall	we
do	now?	I	don't	know	what	she	does	all	day.	'Do'	and	'Does'	can	also	be	used	to	form	questions	by	using	the	helping	verb	"do."	For	example,	Do	you	like	karaoke?	Does	he	cycle	to	work?	In	both	cases,	'do'	isn't	the	main	verb;	instead,	it	helps	the	main	verb:	'like'	in	the	first	sentence	and	'cycle'	in	the	second	one.	Top	Tip!	The	only	verb	"do"	can't	help	is
the	verb	"to	be."	You	couldn't	say,	for	example,	"Do	you	be	happy?"	Using	'Do'	and	'Does'	To	Avoid	Repetition	You	can	also	use	"do"	and	"does"	to	avoid	repeating	the	main	verb	when	it's	already	been	stated.	This	comes	in	handy	when	answering	a	question.	For	example,	if	someone	asks	us	if	we	like	tomatoes,	instead	of	saying,	"Yes,	I	like	tomatoes,"
we	can	say,	"Yes,	I	do."	Do	you	like	tomatoes?	Yes,	I	do.	Does	she	like	tomatoes?	Yes,	she	does.	It	doesn't	have	to	be	an	answer	to	a	question,	though.	It	can	also	be	used	as	a	substitute	verb	in	almost	any	sentence	to	avoid	repetition	or	when	the	main	verb	is	obvious.	For	example:	He	types	much	faster	than	she	does.	Instead	of	repeating	the	verb
"type,"	we	use	"does"	as	a	replacement.	Here's	another	example:	I	don't	play	with	my	dog	in	the	house;	I	do	it	in	the	garden.	'Do'	replaces	the	main	verb	"play."	Using	'Do'	and	'Does'	for	Emphasis	Sometimes	you	can	use	"do"	or	"does"	to	emphasize	what	you're	about	to	say.	So,	for	example,	if	you	want	to	say	that	you	like	a	T-shirt,	you	can	accentuate
the	verb	"like"	with	"do."	I	do	like	that	T-shirt.	Or	with	"does,"	if	the	pronoun	is	third	person	singular:	She	does	like	that	T-shirt.	Using	"Do"	for	Imperative	Sentences	You	use	this	mood	to	give	someone	an	order	or	make	a	request.	Do	the	dishes,	please.	Do	stop	by	on	your	way	home.	Do	not	tease	your	brother.	Using	"Do"	or	"Does"	in	Negative	Form	I
wanted	to	mention	a	quick	word	about	using	"do"	and	"does"	in	the	negative	form.	If	you're	forming	a	negative	sentence,	you	can	still	use	"do"	and	"does"	in	the	same	ways	as	described	above,	except	you'll	use	the	negative	form	of	the	verbs:	Do	→	do	not	/	don't	Does	→	does	not	/	doesn't	Pronunciation:	How	to	Pronounce	'Do'	and	'Does'	Now	that	we've
covered	all	the	different	usages	of	the	"do"	and	"does,"	would	you	like	to	know	how	to	pronounce	them?	'Do'	rhymes	with	'blue,'	'moo,'	and	'shoe.'	It	sounds	like	this:	[	doo	]	As	for	"does,"	it	rhymes	with	"buzz"	and	'because'	and	sounds	like	this:	[	duhz	]	In	case	you're	curious,	here	are	the	International	Phonetics	Alphabet	spellings:	/	du	/	/	doʊz	/	To
improve	your	English	skills,	practice	is	essential.	The	more	examples	you	see,	the	better	understanding	you'll	have	of	how	to	use	words	correctly.	Let's	look	at	"do"	and	"does"	in	sentences.	I	like	the	color	blue.	They've	broken	up	again;	they	do	this	annually.	Do	you	want	an	apple	pie?	To	use	"do"	with	other	pronouns,	consider	these	examples:	We	do
our	homework	every	night.	She	did	her	homework	last	night.	In	this	guide,	we'll	explore	how	to	use	the	most	common	verb	"do."	It's	used	in	sentences	like	"We	do	our	homework	every	night"	or	"She	does	her	homework	every	night."	The	grammatical	functions	of	do,	does,	and	did	are	crucial	for	conveying	emphasis,	forming	questions,	and	expressing
past	actions.	For	instance,	using	did	in	a	statement	like	"I	did	finish	my	homework"	adds	emphasis,	indicating	that	the	action	was	completed	despite	any	potential	doubts	or	challenges.	Mastering	these	nuances	will	help	you	construct	grammatically	correct	sentences	while	communicating	your	thoughts	and	ideas	more	effectively.	###ARTICLEThe
habitual	nature	of	the	action,	combined	with	the	singular	subject,	makes	does	the	correct	choice.	This	usage	exemplifies	how	auxiliary	verbs	are	used	to	inquire	about	routines	and	habits.	Furthermore,	the	pattern	of	using	does	with	singular	subjects	in	such	questions	is	a	cornerstone	of	English	grammar	and	is	essential	for	forming	clear	and
grammatically	sound	sentences.	When	did	you	finish	your	homework	yesterday?	Explanation:	The	word	"yesterday"	clearly	indicates	a	past	action,	so	we	use	did.	The	subject	is	"you,"	which	is	compatible	with	did	in	past	tense	questions.	The	question	seeks	to	know	the	specific	time	of	completion,	further	emphasizing	the	past	nature	of	the	action.	The
correct	use	of	did	in	this	question	not	only	ensures	grammatical	accuracy	but	also	conveys	the	speaker's	intent	to	inquire	about	a	specific	past	event.	This	example	underscores	the	role	of	auxiliary	verbs	in	framing	questions	about	completed	actions	and	events	in	the	past.	One	common	mistake	is	using	do	instead	of	does	with	singular	subjects	in	the
present	tense,	and	vice	versa.	For	example,	saying	"Do	she	like	ice	cream?"	is	incorrect;	the	correct	form	is	"Does	she	like	ice	cream?"	Similarly,	using	the	present	tense	do	or	does	when	the	past	tense	did	is	required	is	a	frequent	error.	For	instance,	"Do	you	go	to	the	park	yesterday?"	should	be	"Did	you	go	to	the	park	yesterday?"	To	avoid	these
mistakes,	always	pay	close	attention	to	the	tense	of	the	sentence	and	the	subject-verb	agreement.	Practice	identifying	the	subject	and	the	time	frame	(present	or	past)	before	choosing	the	appropriate	auxiliary	verb.	Regularly	reviewing	examples	and	completing	exercises	can	also	help	reinforce	your	understanding	and	build	correct	habits.	Another
common	pitfall	is	omitting	the	auxiliary	verb	altogether,	especially	in	informal	speech.	While	it	might	be	acceptable	in	some	casual	conversations,	it's	crucial	to	use	auxiliary	verbs	correctly	in	formal	writing	and	speaking.	For	example,	instead	of	saying	"You	go	to	the	store?"	say	"Did	you	go	to	the	store?"	or	"Do	you	go	to	the	store?"	depending	on	the
context.	This	attention	to	detail	will	significantly	improve	the	clarity	and	accuracy	of	your	communication.	By	being	mindful	of	these	common	errors	and	actively	working	to	avoid	them,	you	can	enhance	your	English	language	skills	and	communicate	with	confidence.	Mastering	the	use	of	do,	does,	and	did	is	crucial	for	effective	communication	in
English.	These	auxiliary	verbs	are	essential	for	forming	questions,	creating	negative	sentences,	and	adding	emphasis.	By	understanding	the	rules	and	practicing	regularly,	you	can	confidently	use	these	verbs	in	your	everyday	conversations	and	writing.	Remember	to	pay	attention	to	the	tense	of	the	sentence	and	the	subject-verb	agreement	to	avoid
common	mistakes.	With	consistent	practice	and	a	solid	understanding	of	the	principles	outlined	in	this	guide,	you'll	be	well-equipped	to	use	do,	does,	and	did	with	precision	and	fluency.	This	mastery	will	not	only	enhance	your	grammatical	accuracy	but	also	empower	you	to	express	your	thoughts	and	ideas	with	greater	clarity	and	confidence.	The
ability	to	use	auxiliary	verbs	correctly	is	a	significant	step	towards	achieving	fluency	and	effective	communication	in	English.	Does	your	chores	before	you	go	outside	to	play?	This	error	is	rare	because	it	sounds	wrong	to	most	readers	and	listeners,	but	it	is	still	a	rule	you	should	know.	The	word	“does”	is	also	the	simple	present	tense	form	of	the	verb
but	has	slightly	fewer	uses.	These	are:	If	you	have	a	singular	noun	or	pronoun,	such	as	he/she/it,	and	you	are	speaking	in	the	present	tense,	you	will	use	“does”	as	the	verb.	The	computer	does	the	work	for	us.	He	does	it	well.	“Does”	also	plays	the	role	of	the	helping	or	auxiliary	verb	in	sentences	with	singular	pronouns	or	nouns	as	the	subject.	This	is
common	when	writing	a	negative	sentence,	a	positive	sentence	with	emphasis,	or	a	question,	as	in:	Does	he	like	Christmas	carols?	He	does	not	like	them.	He	does	like	Christmas	candy,	however.	Remember,	in	this	structure,	you	never	add	an	“s”	to	the	main	verb,	even	though	the	singular	present	tense	conjugation	usually	requires	an	“s.”	For	instance,
this	is	incorrect:	He	does	likes	Christmas	candy,	however.	When	you	speak	English,	you	likely	apply	this	rule	naturally,	making	it	easy	to	apply	to	your	written	English.	If	a	question	is	a	yes/no	question,	then	“do”	or	“does”	are	often	the	verbs	that	start	the	sentence.	These	questions	follow	this	format:	Do/does-subject-conjugated	verb.	For	example:	Do
roosters	crow	every	morning?	This	structure	elicits	a	“yes”	or	“no”	answer	response.	For	interrogative	questions	that	require	more	of	a	response,	the	words	“who,”	“what,”	“where,”	“when,”	“why,”	or	“how”	will	come	first,	followed	by	“do”	or	“does.”	For	example:	Why	do	roosters	crow	every	morning?	This	question	requires	a	short	answer	that	is
more	than	just	“yes”	or	“no.”	You	might	also	find	our	past	vs.	passed	guide	helpful.	Many	writers	or	speakers	will	shorten	that	to	the	contraction	“don’t.”	Both	“do”	and	“does”	have	common	contractions	for	their	negative	forms.	The	negative	form	of	“do”	is	“do	not.”	Many	writers	or	speakers	will	shorten	that	to	the	contraction	“don’t.”	Similarly,	the
negative	form	of	“does”	is	“does	not.”	Its	contraction	is	“doesn’t.”	Here	are	some	examples:	They	don’t	want	to	take	a	vacation	this	year.	He	doesn’t	think	his	doctor	understands	his	symptoms.	If	you	need	to	use	“do”	in	the	past	tense,	the	correct	form	of	the	word	is	“did.”	This	conjugation	applies	to	both	singular	and	plural	subjects.	For	example:	They
did	well	on	the	last	examination.	He	did	his	job	and	went	home.	“Do”	and	“Does”	are	fairly	simple	verbs	to	keep	straight.	These	verbs	are	the	present-tense	version	of	the	verb	“to	do.”	They	have	several	uses	in	the	English	language,	but	you	can	choose	properly	by	looking	at	the	subject	most	of	the	time.	If	the	subject	is	singular,	you	will	likely	use	the
word	“does.”	If	the	subject	is	plural,	or	it	is	the	personal	pronoun	“I”“	or	the	second-person	pronoun	“you,”	you	will	use	“do.”	One	exception	to	this	rule	is	in	imperative	sentences.	That	is	one	instance	where	you	will	always	use	“do,”	even	if	the	subject	is	singular.	You	might	also	be	interested	in	our	was	vs.	were	and	sneaked	vs.	snuck	explainers.	Yes,
the	words	“do”	or	“does”	is	the	first	word	in	a	yes/no	question.	“Do”	can	also	be	the	first	word	in	an	imperative	sentence	that	gives	a	command.	In	other	instances,	these	words	do	not	start	the	sentence.	Sometimes	“do”	is	used	as	a	helping	verb.	It	can	pair	with	the	main	verb	in	a	question,	as	an	emphasis,	or	in	a	negative	sentence.	It	never	pairs	with
any	form	of	“to	be.”	When	editing	for	grammar,	we	also	recommend	taking	the	time	to	improve	the	readability	score	of	a	piece	of	writing	before	publishing	or	submitting	If	you	still	need	help,	our	guide	to	grammar	and	syntax	explains	more.
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