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The prefix "un-" is used to convey the opposite or negative force in adjectives and their derivatives, whereas "non-" is used to imply mere negation or absence of something. However, word constructions don't always make sense, such as with "undead" meaning non-living and supernaturally animated.Many words in dictionaries have definitions, but
others do not, making it necessary to look up the word to find out its definition. The prefix "non-" is often used incorrectly, leading to ambiguous meanings. For example, "non-dead" might mean something like "not having died," but this is not a word. The author suggests using hyphens to clarify the meaning of prefixes, especially when they have
acquired new meanings that deviate from their original application without fail. This approach ensures that the intended meaning is clear and avoids ambiguity.In some cases, the en dash (U+2013) can be used instead of a hyphen in compound attributives, but opinions on its use vary. The author notes that there are exceptions to each word's usage,
making it difficult to draw conclusions about their interchangeability. There are many different types of dashes used in typography and punctuation, including hyphens, en dashes, em dashes, and more. In Unicode, there are over 150 code points that represent dashes, each with its own unique properties and uses. The most common type of dash is the
hyphen (-), which is used to join two or more words together. En dashes () are used to indicate a range or a period in a series, while em dashes () are used to set off a parenthetical remark or to indicate a break in thought. Other types of dashes include the horizontal bar (), the swung dash (), and the diagonal dash (). There are also many other
specialized dashes used in specific contexts, such as in mathematics (e.g., the minus sign) or in music notation (e.g., the dagger symbol).
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