
	

https://lobazizepagefov.vimemug.com/508880376013853496524417556307569280453144?dezimusodotazigesekubip=sedajobumoxiwowurajenavigifilobulonemuzewijuxewebidogovapabotenozulelojobuvawefisokibaguguxinukepuguxutowigegasezugiladebigesaturefevituzutelufovudumizowirofutonupiragadidigabazidejilojamitotusoxunofuz&utm_kwd=aviation+alphabet+code+words&kubamajusejetotajifemukipefibananogef=sutomokixivumomepomigadizaxodumizadaruvazevenejuxokezomubejunesirutulodiwupurijogobaxegadojozuxekaxelosatewasigenunojonufidijiz




Aviation	alphabet	code	words

This	alphabet	was	created	to	help	pilots	and	air	traffic	controllers	avoid	misunderstandings	when	communicating	via	telephone	or	radio.	British,	American,	and	Australian	troops	used	it	successfully.However,	after	World	War	II,	various	organizations	and	linguists	worked	on	other	challenges	of	radio	communications.	This	became	the	international
standard	when	ICAO	and	International	Telecommunication	Union	(ITU)	accepted	it.	In	such	a	situation,	they	would	use	the	ICAO	phonetic	alphabet	and	say	“Four	Zero	degrees,	three	zero	minutes	North;	Seven	Four	degrees,	one	zero	minutes	West”	to	ensure	clarity	of	communication.	The	FAA	requires	pilots	to	understand	Morse	code	and	to	identify
aircraft	call	signs	since	NDBs	and	VORs	still	send	their	identifying	letters	via	Morse	code.See?	Hence,	some	numbers	are	pronounced	differently	from	their	standard	English	pronunciation,	such	as	three	as	tree	(tri),	five	as	fife,	and	nine	as	niner.	“November	Two	Four	Two	Two	Charlie,	taxi	to	Runway	Two	Seven	via	Charlie,	southwest	to	Delta,	turn
left;	cross	Runway	Two	Seven	and	make	a	left	turn	on	Golf,	over.”	Don’t	wait	until	you	hear	such	a	clearance,	before	learning	your	Phonetic	Alphabet!	LearnToFly.ca	Editor.	When	pilots	talk	to	air	traffic	control,	they	use	a	standardized	language	known	as	the	International	Civil	Aviation	Organization	(ICAO)	Phonetic	Alphabet.	Using	the	Phonetic
Alphabet,	we	would	reference	these	Taxiways	as	Foxtrot	and	Delta.	7	Seven	SEV	EN	–…	8	Eight	AIT	—..	H	Hotel	….	However,	when	using	the	alpha	code,	they	say	entire	words	to	represent	a	single	letter.What	does	this	have	to	do	with	flying?	Instead	of	identifying	a	tail	number	as	“N592EP,”	a	pilot	identifies	as	“November	Fiver	Niner	Two	Echo
Papa.”What	is	the	origin	of	the	aviation	alphabet?Radio	telephony	codes	emerged	with	the	evolution	of	radio	communications.	In	the	wake	of	this	research,	as	well	as	the	feedback	from	all	ICAO	Member	States,	and	in	consultation	with	communication	specialists,	the	new	ICAO	phonetic	alphabet	was	adopted	and	integrated	into	the	Aeronautical
Telecommunications	Annex	10	for	application	in	civil	aviation.	F	Foxtrot	..-.	Although	originally	used	in	radio	telegraphy,	Morse	code	is	still	widely	used	in	aviation.	In	1948	and	1949,	ICAO’s	language	sector	collaborated	with	Jean-Paul	Vinay,	a	linguistics	professor	at	the	Université	de	Montréal	in	Canada,	to	create	a	new	spelling	alphabet.	English	is
the	official	language	for	every	aviator.	These	numbers	represent	the	first	two	digits	of	the	runway’s	actual	three	digit	magnetic	direction.	As	a	result,	the	ICAO	created	a	new,	more	effective	phonetic	alphabet	that	has	since	been	widely	adopted	by	aviation	organizations	around	the	world.	For	non	English	pilots,	it	would	be	difficult	to	learn	and
memorize	all	the	English	language	numbers	from	0	through	360.	By	speaking	the	standardized	phonetic	word,	and	not	just	the	individual	letter	or	number,	pilots	are	easily	understood.	It	would	be	easy	to	confuse	these	letters	over	radio	communications.	It’s	all	about	clear	communications.	Pilots	use	the	NATO	(North	Atlantic	Treaty	Organization)
Phonetic	Alphabet	to	communicate.Pilot	PronunciationPilots	never	pronounce	letters	when	they	are	transmitting	to	Air	Traffic	Control,	and	vice-versa.	For	a	better	understanding,	let’s	assume	that	a	pilot	needed	to	report	their	location	as	latitude	40	degrees,	30	minutes	north	and	longitude	74	degrees,	10	minutes	west.	International	Language	
English	is	the	International	Language	of	Aviation.	With	these	phonetic	words,	there	is	little	chance	of	mixing	up	or	confusing	the	letters.	Leaders	modified	the	U.S.	military’s	Joint	Army-Navy	alphabet	for	the	three	countries.	S	Sierra	…	T	Tango	–	U	Uniform	..-	V	Victor	…-	W	Whiskey	.–	X	Xray	-..-	Y	Yankee	-.–	Z	Zulu	–..	Instead,	they	use	the	aviation
phonetic	alphabet,	saying	the	words	associated	with	each	letter.	This	is	based	on	the	ICAO	(International	Civil	Aviation	Organization)	standardized	phonetic	alphabet.	ICAO	established	its	phonetic	alphabet	as	a	global	standard	on	November	1,	1951,	to	communicate	English	letters	via	radio	or	phone.	The	fundamental	requirements	for	the	chosen
words	were	that	they	had	comparable	spellings	in	English,	French,	and	Spanish	and	were	valid	words	in	each	of	these	languages.	O	Oscar	—	P	Papa	.–.			In	addition	to	assigning	the	letters,	the	ICAO	phonetic	alphabet	also	designates	specific	numbers.	Instead,	the	phonetic	words	Bravo,	Charlie	and	Echo	would	be	used	to	represent	B,	C	and	E.	This
may	also	be	referred	to	as	the	NATO	Phonetic	Alphabet.	E	Echo	.	©	Copyright	Worldometers.info	-	All	rights	reserved	-	Disclaimer	&	Privacy	Policy	Did	you	know	there	is	an	aviation	alphabet?	The	words	that	represented	the	letters	C,	M,	N,	U,	and	X	were	substituted,	and	the	final	version	was	approved	by	the	Organization	on	March	1,	1956.	It	is
worth	noticing	that	At	Hartsfield-Jackson	Atlanta	International	Airport	(ATL),	the	phonetic	alphabet’s	use	of	“Dixie”	instead	of	“Delta”	serves	to	prevent	any	confusion	with	Delta,	the	airline.	This	is	why	international	flight	students	make	learning	the	language	a	priority.	Using	the	phonetic	alphabet	helps	to	minimize	any	misunderstandings	between	the
cockpit	and	the	tower.	Sample	Taxi	Clearance	Here’s	a	sample	Taxi	Clearance	you	might	here.	M	Mike	—	N	November	-.	This	is	especially	true	when	speaking	over	aviation	radios,	or	by	non-English	pilots.	The	ICAO	Phonetic	Alphabet,	also	known	as	the	NATO	Alphabet,	assigns	26	code	words	to	the	26	letters	of	the	English	alphabet	in	alphabetical
order.	Also,	some	call	it	ITU	(International	Telecommunication	Union)	phonetic	alphabet.	In	other	words,	this	alpha	code	can	be	referred	as	the	ICAO/ITU/NATO	Phonetic	Alphabet	or	International	Phonetic	Alphabet.Another	alpha	code	is	Morse	code.	Publisher	and	developer	of	incredible	online	brands.	Aviation	Phonetic	Alphabet	–	Pilot	Phonetic
Alphabet	Taxiway	Sign	–	Foxtrot,	Delta	Taxiway	Signs	As	we	know,	Runways	are	referenced	by	number.	The	existing	alphabet	was	submitted	to	ICAO	for	review	and	the	organization	had	concluded	that	it	was	not	effective	in	communicating	letters	and	numbers	clearly,	particularly	in	international	aviation	operations.	(Not	the	True	North	Pole	where
the	Earth’s	Axis	is	located)	Runway	numbers	are	essentially	the	runway’s	heading	or	direction.	The	Aviation	Alphabet	is	another	name	for	the	ICAO	spelling	alphabet	that	is	specifically	used	at	commercial	airports	in	the	US	and	abroad.	Every	tower	handling	international	traffic	must	have	at	least	one	English	speaking	controller	on	duty	at	all	times.
Letter	Phonetic	Morse	Code	A	Alfa	.-	B	Bravo	-…	C	Charlie	-.-.	Follow	me:	Twitter	/	LinkedIn	26The	English	Alphabet	consists	of	26	letters:	A,	B,	C,	D,	E,	F,	G,	H,	I,	J,	K,	L,	M,	N,	O,	P,	Q,	R,	S,	T,	U,	V,	W,	X,	Y,	Z.	How’s	your	Pilotspeak?	Jesus	Follower.	Every	time	I	saw	a	car	license	plate,	I	would	quickly	try	to	rattle	off	the	Phonetic	Letters.	Aviation
Phonetic	Alphabet	“Pilotspeak”	includes	a	Phonetic	Alphabet.	The	decision	to	create	a	single	universal	alphabet	was	made	due	to	dissatisfaction	with	the	existing	internationally	recognized	phonetic	alphabet.	The	purpose	of	using	a	phonetic	alphabet	is	to	reduce	the	likelihood	of	confusion	and	enhance	safety	measures	for	both	the	aircrew	and
passengers	during	operations.	Pilots	use	the	phonetic	alphabet	to	communicate	with	the	nearest	flight	tower	or	their	destination,	ensuring	clarity	and	avoiding	miscommunication.	Number	Telephony	Phonic	(pronunciation)	Morse	Code	0	Zero	ZE	RO	—–	.	Bravo,	Charlie,	Echo	The	letters	B,	C	and	E,	all	sound	very	much	alike.	The	same	applies	to
numbers;	pilots	and	dispatchers	communicate	each	digit	separately	to	ensure	clarity	and	avoid	miscommunication.	It	is	the	standard	for	anyone	learning	to	become	a	pilot	or	working	in	the	air	travel	industry.	Headings	Like	Runways,	Headings	are	also	referenced	using	each	single	digit.	Practice	makes	Pefect!	I	remember	when	I	first	learned	the
Phonetic	Alphabet.	For	instance,	when	referring	to	an	aircraft	tail	number	like	M345N	over	the	radio,	it	would	be	pronounced	as	“Mike,	tree,	four,	fife,	November.”			The	adoption	of	the	ICAO	alphabet	allows	pilots	to	effectively	convey	their	location,	estimated	time	of	arrival,	crew	service	requirements	and	aircraft	tail	number.	Here	we	see	the	pilot	is
currently	on	Taxiway	F	(Foxtrot),	and	to	the	right	is	Taxiway	D	(Delta).	These	are	easy	to	memorize,	and	you	will	use	these	terms	frequently	as	a	pilot.	6	Six	SIX	-….	During	the	Second	World	War,	the	armed	forces	of	Australia,	the	U.S.	and	the	U.K.	needed	to	communicate	during	joint	operations.	It’s	still	utilized	worldwide	today.	Many	people	have
learned	this	using	a	song.	1000	Thousand	TOU	SAND	-.-		When	communicating	using	different	accents	or	in	difficult	circumstances	for	exchanging	information,	confusion	can	arise	between	two	individuals	due	to	certain	letters	having	similar	sounds,	for	instance,	M	and	N,	or	G	and	J.	The	words	were	chosen	to	be	accessible	to	French,	Spanish,	and
English	speakers.Other	names	for	this	alpha	code	include	International	Radiotelephony	Spelling	Alphabet	(IRSA)	and	the	ICAO	(International	Civil	Aviation	Organization)	phonetic	alphabet.	This	number	is	rounded	off	to	the	nearest	10	degrees.	To	make	things	easier,	only	numbers	0	–	9	will	be	used	to	reference	runways,	headings	and	altitudes.	Due	to
the	significant	amount	of	Delta	Airlines	traffic	at	the	airport,	the	decision	was	made	to	adopt	an	alternative	name	or	word	that	would	be	recognizable	and	clear	to	pilots	from	all	countries.	Controlled	English	Vocabulary	Everyone	speaking	Aviation	English	will	use	a	standardized	vocabulary	to	facilitate	communication	and	avoid	misunderstandings.
Have	a	look	at	how	the	aviation	phonetic	alphabet	can	be	used	to	convey	messages	including	Morse	code.	As	mentioned,	numbers	0	–	360	are	referenced	using	single	digits	0	–	9	to	make	it	easier	for	non	English	pilots.	To	help	avoid	confusion,	the	Phonetic	Alphabet	is	used	to	ensure	every	letter	and	number	has	a	unique	and	distinct	phonetic
pronunciation.	ICAO	/	NATO	Aviation	Phonetic	Alphabet	As	we	all	know,	some	letters	and	numbers	sound	very	much	alike.	In	1956,	NATO	modified	the	code	words	used	by	the	International	Civil	Aviation	Organization	(ICAO).	Pilots	around	the	globe	will	use	the	English	language	for	ICAO	Airport	Identification,	Aircraft	Registration	Numbers	(N-
Number),	Runway	Numbers,	Taxiway	identification,	Headings,	Altitudes,	etc.	Airports	in	the	US	that	service	many	flights	with	Delta	Airlines	use	alternatives	for	the	letter	D,	such	as	“Data,”	“Dixie,”	or	“David,”	instead	of	the	word	“Delta”	to	avoid	confusion	with	Delta	pilots.	Runway	Number:	Two	–	Eight	Runway	Two	Eight	Runways	are	numbered
based	on	their	Magnetic	Heading	oriented	to	the	Magnetic	North	Pole,	where	the	compass	points.	Instead,	each	letter	of	the	alphabet	is	assigned	a	code	word	to	represent	the	letter.	9	Nine	NIN	ER	—-.	For	instance,	heading	175	would	be	heading	“one	seven	five”	instead	of	“one	hundred	seventy	five”.	You	notice	this	is	referred	to	as	Runway	“Two-
Eight”	instead	of	Runway	“Twenty-Eight”.	Information	Technology	Executive.	Here’s	the	list:	Aviation	Phonetic	Alphabet	A	–	Alpha	B	–	Bravo	C	–	Charlie	D	–	Delta	E	–	Echo	F	–	Foxtrot	G	–	Golf	H	–	Hotel	I	–	India	J	–	Juliet	K	–	Kilo	L	–	Lima	M	–	Mike	N	–	November	O	–	Oscar	P	–	Papa	Q	–	Quebec	R	–	Romeo	S	–	Sierra	T	–	Tango	U	–	Uniform	V	–	Victor	W	–
Whiskey	X	–	Xray	Y	–	Yankee	Z	–	Zulu	Phonetic	Numbers	1	–	WUN	2	–	TOO	3	–	TREE	4	–	FOW-er	5	–	FIFE	6	–	SIX	7	–	SEV-en	8	–	AIT	9	–	NIN-er	0	–	ZEE-RO	You’ll	notice	the	Phonetic	Numbers	have	unique	or	distinct	sounds	and	they	also	rely	on	very	specific	pronunciation	as	emphasized	above.	Decimal	DAY	SEE	MAL	.-.-.-	1	One	WUN	.—-	2	Two	TOO	..
—	3	Three	TREE	…–	4	Four	FOW	ER	….-	5	Five	FIFE	…..			Learn	more	about	the	NATO	phonetic	alphabet:	T	is	for	Tango!	As	a	student	pilot,	you	will	need	to	learn	how	to	talk	like	a	pilot.	Before	long,	I	was	speaking	phonetic	like	a	pro.	For	example,	there	are	even	special	ways	to	pronounce	numbers.What	is	the	aviation	alphabet?All	pilots,	air	traffic
controllers,	and	flight	dispatchers	must	know	the	aviation	phonetic	alphabet	to	quickly	and	accurately	relay	information.	Wasn’t	that	Echo-Alpha-Sierra-Yankee	to	learn?	All	pilots,	air	traffic	controllers,	and	flight	dispatchers	must	know	the	aviation	phonetic	alphabet	to	quickly	and	accurately	relay	information.	100	Hundred	HUN	DRED	.—-..
Understanding	the	phonetic	words	for	letters	and	numbers	ensures	your	communication	is	clear	and	accepted	globally,	no	matter	where	you	are	traveling.For	example,	when	communicating	over	the	radio,	pilots	do	not	say	specific	letters	or	numbers	directly.	Effective	communication	is	critical	to	the	safe	operation	of	aircraft.	Like	the	letters,	the
objective	is	to	prevent	any	misunderstandings	with	numbers	that	have	a	similar	sound.	D	Delta	-..	J	Juliett.—	K	Kilo	-.-	L	Lima	.-..	For	instance,	Runway	Two	Eight	(28)	is	located	at	an	angle	of	280	degrees	magnetic.	PMP.	For	the	purpose	of	safety,	much	of	aviation	is	standardized,	including	communication.	They	called	it	the	US-UK	spelling	alphabet.
You	can	download	a	printable	version	to	study.	The	words	in	question	are:	Alfa,	Bravo,	Charlie,	Delta,	Echo,	Foxtrot,	Golf,	Hotel,	India,	Juliett,	Kilo,	Lima,	Mike,	November,	Oscar,	Papa,	Quebec,	Romeo,	Sierra,	Tango,	Uniform,	Victor,	Whiskey,	X-ray,	Yankee	and	Zulu.	However,	Taxiways	are	referenced	by	a	letter	of	the	Alphabet	to	avoid	confusion
with	Runways.	Q	Quebec	–.-	R	Romeo	.-.	Pilots	often	speak	in	shorthand,	or	with	abbreviations.	I	India	..	The	Light	on	Dark	lettering	indicates	the	current	Taxiway	the	pilot	is	located	on.	Let’s	get	to	know	the	ICAO	/	NATO	Phonetic	Alphabet.	G	Golf	–.	If	they	needed	to	report	their	estimated	time	of	arrival	as	3:25	PM,	they	would	say	“Tree	Two	Five,
one	five	two	five	Zulu”	(Zulu	referring	to	the	Coordinated	Universal	Time	or	UTC).	Pilots	from	every	airline	speak	English	at	every	airport.	The	NATO	phonetic	alphabet	is	a	Spelling	Alphabet,	a	set	of	words	used	instead	of	letters	in	oral	communication	(i.e.	over	the	phone	…	The	aviation	alphabet	is	represented	by	the	following	words:A	–	AlfaB	–
BravoC	–	CharlieD	–	DeltaE	–	EchoF	–	FoxtrotG	–	GolfH	–	HotelI	–	IndiaJ	–	JulietK	–	KiloL	–	LimaM	–	MikeN	–	NovemberO	–	OscarP	–	PapaQ	–	QuebecR	–	RomeoS	–	SierraT	–	TangoU	–	UniformV	–	VictorW	–	WhiskeyX	–	X-rayY	–	YankeeZ	–	ZuluThe	aviation	phonetic	alphabet	is	widely	used	and	accepted	today.
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