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In	September	of	2020,	the	BPI	Board	of	Directors	approved	Guidelines	for	the	Labeling	of	Compostable	Products	and	Packaging,	the	result	of	a	collaborative	project	between	BPI	staff,	a	task	force	of	BPI	Board	companies,	and	a	wide	range	of	other	stakeholders	both	inside	and	outside	the	BPI	Membership.	The	stated	objective	of	the	document	is,	To
establish	consistent,	category-specific	identification	guidelines	that	make	it	easy	for	consumers,	composters	and	others	to	identify	compostable	products	and	packaging,	with	the	goals	of	reducing	contamination,	facilitating	food	scrap	composting	programs	and	decreasing	landfill	methane	production.	Compostable	products	and	packaging	exist	to	help
facilitate	the	diversion	of	food	scraps	from	landfills.	Unfortunately,	the	threat	of	contamination	from	look	alike	non-compostable	packaging	has	led	some	composters	to	discontinue	accepting	even	certified	compostable	items.	In	order	for	compostable	products	and	packaging	to	perform	their	intended	function,	they	should	be	readily	and	easily
identifiable	by	end-users,	consumers,	composters	and	others	so	they	can	be	differentiated	from	their	non-compostable	counterparts.	The	guidelines	put	forth	in	this	document	reflect	the	belief	that	a	consistent	identification	strategy	employed	by	product	manufacturers	and	brand	owners	is	a	key	driver	in	achieving	differentiation	and	will	assist	in	the
acceptance	of	food	scraps	and	compostable	products	and	packaging	on	a	larger	scale.	The	recommendations	in	this	document	represent	a	starting	point	for	an	ongoing	conversation	on	how	to	use	labeling	and	identification	techniques	to	address	the	challenge	of	contamination	in	organics	streams.	Please	send	us	your	feedback,	comments,	questions,
and	suggestions	here.	Click	here	for	a	PDF	on	the	complete	labeling	guidelines.	If	youre	starting	a	company	that	makes	eco-friendly	packaging	like	bags,	boxes,	or	food	containers	made	from	plants	or	other	biodegradable	materials	youre	part	of	a	growing	movement.	The	world	needs	better	solutions	than	plastic.	But	heres	the	catch:	making	a	green
product	isnt	enough.	You	also	have	to	follow	the	rules	that	come	with	it.	Governments	across	the	world	have	created	regulations	to	make	sure	companies	dont	just	say	theyre	sustainable	they	have	to	prove	it.	These	rules	can	be	confusing,	especially	if	youre	just	getting	started.	But	understanding	them	early	on	will	save	you	time,	money,	and	a	lot	of
trouble.	Lets	walk	through	the	five	most	important	regulations	and	certifications	you	need	to	know	about	if	youre	running	(or	planning	to	run)	a	bio-packaging	business.	Where	it	applies:	European	UnionWhat	its	about:	Cutting	down	on	plastic	items	that	are	used	once	and	thrown	away	especially	those	that	harm	the	environment,	like	plastic	cutlery	or
food	wrappers.	Even	if	your	packaging	is	made	from	plants,	it	might	still	be	treated	like	plastic	under	this	rule.	For	example,	some	bioplastics	like	PLA	(made	from	corn	starch)	still	behave	like	regular	plastic	and	dont	break	down	naturally.	That	means	your	product	could	be	banned	or	restricted	unless	you	can	show	it	truly	composts	in	the	right
conditions.	Test	your	product	to	make	sure	it	breaks	down	in	an	industrial	composting	facility.	Get	certified	under	EN	13432	(this	is	the	official	EU	compostability	standard).	For	instance,	Danones	PLA	biopolymer	bottle	went	through	rigorous	testing	to	align	with	EU	compostability	standards	like	EN	13432,	making	it	a	benchmark	in	compostable
packaging	innovation.	Dont	label	your	product	as	green	or	eco	without	proof.	The	EU	is	strict	about	this.	In	short:Not	all	plant-based	packaging	is	automatically	safe	from	plastic	bans.	You	have	to	show	your	product	really	breaks	down	not	just	in	theory,	but	in	practice.	Where	it	applies:	United	StatesWhat	its	about:	Making	sure	companies	dont
mislead	people	with	greenwashing	or	false	claims	about	being	eco-friendly.	If	youre	selling	your	packaging	in	the	US	(or	even	marketing	it	online	to	US	customers),	you	cant	just	say	your	product	is	biodegradable	or	compostable	unless	you	can	prove	it	with	science.	The	FTC	wants	consumers	to	understand	exactly	what	theyre	getting.	So,	if	your
product	only	breaks	down	in	a	special	composting	plant,	you	have	to	make	that	clear.	Saying	compostable	without	that	detail	could	get	you	into	trouble.	Only	use	terms	like	biodegradable	or	compostable	if	youve	got	lab	test	results	or	certifications	to	back	it	up.	Tell	people	how	to	compost	your	product.	Can	they	do	it	at	home,	or	do	they	need	to	send
it	to	a	facility?	Use	certifications	like	BPI	Compostable	or	ASTM	D6400	testing	to	show	youre	playing	fair.	In	short:Be	honest	and	transparent	with	your	green	claims.	The	US	doesnt	tolerate	greenwashing,	and	getting	caught	can	lead	to	fines	or	lawsuits.	Where	they	apply:	EN	13432	=	Europe	ISO	17088	=	International	(used	in	many	other	countries)
These	are	not	government	laws,	but	they	are	recognized	standards.	Think	of	them	like	gold-star	rules	for	proving	that	your	product	is	really	compostable	packaging.	Does	your	product	physically	break	down	in	a	compost	pile?	Does	it	turn	into	harmless	materials	like	carbon	dioxide,	water,	and	biomass?	Does	it	leave	behind	toxic	stuff	or	heavy	metals?
Can	plants	grow	in	the	compost	left	behind?	These	standards	are	used	around	the	world	to	decide	whether	something	is	truly	compostable.	If	your	product	passes	these	tests,	you	can	proudly	say	its	certified	compostable,	and	many	retailers	or	governments	will	require	this	before	they	let	you	sell.	Work	with	a	lab	to	test	your	product	early	in	the
development	process.	Apply	for	a	certification	like	the	OK	Compost	label	or	the	BPI	logo.	In	short:These	standards	give	you	credibility.	They	prove	to	customers	and	governments	that	your	packaging	does	what	it	promises.	Where	it	applies:More	and	more	countries	including	the	EU,	Canada,	India,	and	South	Korea	are	adopting	this	rule.	Extended
Producer	Responsibility	means	youre	responsible	for	your	product	even	after	you	sell	it.	In	other	words,	you	help	pay	for	the	collection,	recycling,	or	composting	of	your	packaging.	Even	if	your	product	is	biodegradable,	it	still	creates	waste.	Governments	want	businesses	to	help	clean	up	after	themselves.	Depending	on	the	country,	you	might	have	to:
Register	as	a	producer	of	packaging.	Pay	fees	to	national	recycling	programs.	Submit	reports	on	how	much	packaging	you	sold	and	what	materials	you	used.Find	out	if	the	countries	you	sell	to	have	EPR	programs.	Join	a	local	Producer	Responsibility	Organization	(PRO)	theyll	help	manage	the	paperwork	and	recycling	efforts.	Plan	for	these	costs	in
your	business	model.	In	short:You	dont	just	make	the	packaging	you	help	deal	with	it	after	its	used.	Its	part	of	being	a	responsible	business	in	the	circular	economy.	What	it	is:Eco-labeling	is	putting	trusted	logos	or	certifications	on	your	product	to	show	it	meets	certain	environmental	standards.	Its	both	a	marketing	tool	and	a	regulatory	requirement
in	many	countries.	Lets	face	it	the	average	shopper	doesnt	know	what	PLA	or	EN	13432	means.	But	they	do	recognize	labels	like:	These	labels	tell	customers	(and	businesses	that	might	buy	from	you)	that	your	product	has	been	tested	and	approved.	Choose	the	right	certification	based	on	where	youre	selling.	Add	clear	explanations	to	your	packaging
(e.g.,	Industrial	compost	only).	Avoid	fake	or	self-made	labels.	They	damage	trust	and	can	get	you	banned.	In	short:Eco-labels	make	your	product	stand	out	and	show	that	youre	serious	about	sustainability.	Starting	a	bio-packaging	business	is	about	more	than	making	products	from	plants.	To	truly	succeed	and	stay	out	of	legal	trouble	you	need	to
understand	the	rules	of	the	game.	From	compostability	standards	to	eco-labeling	and	EPR	fees,	these	regulations	shape	how	you	design,	market,	and	sell	your	product.	Following	them	not	only	keeps	your	business	legal	it	also	builds	trust	with	customers,	investors,	and	partners.	RegulationWhat	It	Means	for	YouEU	SUPDMake	sure	your	product	is
truly	compostable,	not	just	plant-based.FTC	Green	GuidesDont	make	green	claims	without	proof	especially	in	the	US.EN	13432	/	ISO	17088Test	and	certify	your	product	for	compostability.EPR	LawsBe	ready	to	pay	for	the	afterlife	of	your	product	(recycling/composting).Eco-LabelingUse	trusted	labels	to	build	credibility	and	access	markets.	As
sustainability	and	recycling	continue	to	be	a	part	of	consumers	everyday	conversation,	there	is	building	pressure	for	companies	to	be	more	environmentally	conscious	with	their	product	packaging	and	delivery	practices.Non-sustainable	label	printing	has	contributed	to	harming	the	environment	since	some	printed	materials	are	made	of	plastic,	which
adds	environmental	pollutants.To	remedy	this	global	issue,	eco-friendly	alternatives	to	plastic	labels	can	encourage	and	even	transform	conventional	norms	in	the	industry.	By	using	compostable	packaging	labels	made	from	raw	or	recycled	materials,	you	can	elevate	your	packaging	in	ways	your	customers	appreciate.What	are	Compostable	Labels?For
a	label	to	be	considered	compostable,	it	should	first	meet	the	requirements	stated	in	EN	13432.	These	are	conditions	set	by	the	European	Commission	for	packaging	recoverable	through	composting	and	biodegradation.	The	document	details	what	characteristics	materials	should	have	to	be	deemed	compostable,	namely:The	materials	biodegradability
undergoes	the	same	process	as	natural	waste.It	has	the	ability	to	disintegrate,	which	means	there	is	fragmentation	and	invisibility	in	the	final	compost	and	is	devoid	of	visual	contamination.It	has	no	adverse	effects	on	the	composting	process.The	material	shows	no	signs	of	heavy	metals	in	its	composition,	which	can	negatively	impact	the	compost
quality.EN	13432	is	otherwise	known	as	OK	Compost	Industrial.	Packaging	materials	featuring	this	label	are	guaranteed	to	be	biodegradable	in	an	industrial	composting	plant	and	comply	with	the	requirements	of	the	EU	packaging	directive.	This	doesnt	just	apply	to	the	packaging	material	but	also	inks	and	other	additives.Biodegradability	means	that
materials	break	down	and	decompose	into	natural	elements	after	disposal.	The	biodegradation	process	usually	spans	three	to	nine	months,	depending	on	the	material	being	broken	down.Compostable	materials	have	similar	goals	as	their	biodegradable	counterparts,	except	they	also	provide	nutrients	where	they	decompose.	After	it	breaks	down,
compostable	products	can	take	the	form	of	fertilizers,	which	help	improve	soil	health.A	significant	difference	between	the	two	is	that	biodegradable	materials	can	refer	to	any	material	being	broken	down	and	returned	to	the	environment.	Many	biodegradable	materials	involve	plastics	that	can	degrade	faster	than	traditional	ones.	Compostable	labels
are	made	from	purely	organic	materials,	such	as	sugarcane,	potato	starch,	and	cornstarch.Manufacturers	worldwide	are	implementing	compostable	strategies	into	their	product	label	designs	and	packaging	processes.For	instance,	compostable	direct	thermal	paper	is	typically	used	for	short-term	applications	such	as	shipping	or	courier	labels,	price
labels,	or	product/ingredient	labels.	The	material	comes	with	a	heat-sensitive	layer,	allowing	it	to	be	printed	with	a	direct	thermal	printer.	It	can	also	be	made	from	post-consumer	recycled	paper	and	often	comes	with	a	compostable	adhesive.2020	also	saw	BASF	and	Fabbri	Group	developing	compostable	cling	film	that	is	breathable	and	performs
similarly	to	traditional	cling	film.	The	cling	film	will	substitute	the	traditional	ones	that	wrap	produce,	meat,	and	seafood	in	grocery	stores.	With	a	more	compostable	wrapping	solution	now	available,	the	two	companies	have	contributed	to	reducing	food	waste	and	gas	emissions	and	encouraging	organic	recycling	of	materials.To	prove	that	your
product	uses	compostable	materials,	youll	need	to	have	it	certified	by	the	appropriate	entities.	These	certify	that	your	packaging	had	met	the	necessary	standards	to	be	classified	as	compostable.Being	certified	by	these	governing	bodies	also	implies	that	any	compostable	labels	no	longer	being	used	by	the	consumer	are	correctly	disposed	of	and	are
composted	without	threat	to	the	environment.Like	most	products	that	require	meeting	stringent	standards,	whether	a	material	can	be	classified	as	compostable	is	determined	by	several	certifying	bodies.	These	bodies	are	a	mix	of	policies,	international	standards,	and	governing	bodies.Image:	ASTM	InternationalAs	one	of	the	tests	before	being	labeled
as	compostable	in	the	U.S.,	packaging	materials	must	meet	the	American	Society	for	Testing	and	Materials	(ASTM)	standards,	particularly	the	requirements	of	D6400	and	D6868.ASTM	Standard	D6400	notes	that	the	breakdown	process	should	occur	within	180	days	for	a	product	to	be	compostable,	and	the	subsequent	byproduct	shouldnt	be	toxic	to
the	environment.ASTM	Standard	D6868	is	similar	to	D6400,	except	for	products	composted	in	industrial	facilities.	You	abide	by	this	standard	if	the	products	youre	looking	to	compost	are	made	up	of	or	have	parts	that	contain	biodegradable	plastic.Image:	AP	NewsThe	Biodegradable	Product	Institute	(BPI)	is	an	independent	body	that	verifies	the
ASTM	standards	enforced	in	North	America.	It	prides	itself	as	the	defining	symbol	of	compostability,	a	title	that	hasnt	been	changed	for	over	20	years.	The	BPI	is	your	starting	point	if	you	want	your	business	packaging	to	be	certified	as	compostable.3.	Compost	Manufacturing	AllianceImage:	Compost	Manufacturing	AllianceAnother	governing	body	for
compostability	standards,	the	Compost	Manufacturing	Alliance	(CMA),	conducts	additional	testing	to	ensure	materials	are	indeed	compostable.	This	includes	performing	field	disintegration	testing	via	different	processing	methods	to	see	whether	industrial	compost	breaks	down	within	the	production	cycle.4.	TV	AUSTRIA	OK	Compost	HOMEImage:	TV
AUSTRIASince	garden	compost	byproducts	generally	have	a	smaller	volume	of	waste	than	in	industrial	environments,	composting	in	garden	environments	tends	to	be	more	difficult	and	slower	to	achieve.The	OK	Compost	Home	seeks	to	guarantee	the	complete	biodegradability	of	materials	and	items	on	a	smaller	scale.	Most	notably,	this	standard
pertains	mainly	to	gardens	and	similar	environments.5.	TV	AUSTRIA	OK	Compost	IndustrialImage:	TV	AUSTRIAWhen	a	product	achieves	this	certification,	they	are	guaranteed	to	be	biodegradable	in	an	industrial	composting	plant	at	temperatures	between	55C	to	60C.	The	sole	basis	for	this	recognition	is	the	EN	13432:	2000	standard,	the	harmonized
European	standard.The	benefits	of	compostable	labels	align	with	the	goal	of	having	a	more	environmentally	friendly	footprint,	improving	your	companys	image,	and	encouraging	other	brands	to	do	the	same	with	their	packaging.	Such	benefits	also	appeal	to	a	customer	base	concerned	with	global	sustainability	issues.	They	are	now	focusing	on	eco-
friendlier	spending	habits	and	are	thus	seeking	similarly	eco-conscious	brands.Breathe	new	life	into	your	packaging	solutions.	Consult	with	Meyers	and	its	team	of	experts	for	a	more	sustainable	and	effective	packaging	and	printing	process.Throughout	most	industries,	more	and	more	businesses	and	organisations	are	looking	to	minimise	their	carbon
footprint	and	have	a	stronger	focus	on	environmental	sustainability.	In	the	label	printing	industry,	one	of	the	common	measures	taken	to	improve	environmental	sustainability	is	investment	in	biodegradable	labels.	But	what	does	this	involve?	Arent	all	labels	biodegradable	or	recyclable?Whether	or	not	a	label	or	sticker	is	considered	biodegradable
depends	on	the	materials	used	to	create	it.	Materials	are	generally	considered	to	be	biodegradable	when	they	can	be	broken	down	into	natural	elements	such	as	water	and	carbon	dioxide	by	living	organisms.	However,	its	worth	noting	that,	technically,	all	materials	are	biodegradable	even	plastic,	the	key	question	is:How	long	does	it	take	to	break
down?Under	what	conditions	does	it	break	down?What	does	it	break	down	into,	and	what	gases	are	emitted	during	this	process?Labels	or	stickers	are	considered	compostable	if	they	are	made	of	organic	matter	and	can	completely	break	down	to	make	nutrient	rich	compost.	The	most	widely	accepted	standard	for	composting	is	the	European
compostable	packaging	standard	(EN	13432),	which	requires	thematerials	to	disintegrate	after	12	weeks	and	completely	biodegrade	after	six	months.Again,	this	comes	down	to	the	type	of	material	used,	and	the	type	of	packaging	onto	which	the	label	adheres.	Paper	labels	should	only	be	recycled	with	paper	or	board	packaging.	If	paper	labels	are
placed	on	plastic	bottles	or	containers,	the	adhesive	residue	should	be	washed	off	to	make	the	recycling	process	much	easier.Plastic	labels	are	usually	made	from	Polypropylene	(PP)	or	Polyethylene	(PE).	Luckily,	most	packaging	material	is	also	made	from	PP	and	PE,	soboth	can	be	recycled	together.However,	not	all	labels	and	stickers	can	be
recycled.	This	is	mainly	because	that	different	recycling	facilities	have	different	capabilities,	and	some	labels	and	materials	may	require	more	specialist	equipment	and	sorting	techniques	than	others.There	are	a	number	of	different	materials	that	can	be	used	to	manufacture	biodegradable	labels;	the	three	main	types	favoured	by	labels	manufacturers
tend	to	be:Filmic	Biodegradable	Labels	The	filmic	material	is	made	out	of	the	cellulose	from	wood	pulp	(which	should	always	be	from	a	sustainable	plantation).	They	are	usually	produced	in	a	white	or	clear	finish,	and	specifically	suited	to	products	where	the	complete	packaging	has	to	be	100%	biodegradable	or	where	the	labels	come	into	direct	or
indirect	contact	with	foodBiodegradable	Sugarcane	Paper	This	label	material	uses	sugar	cane	fibres	instead	of	standard	woodfibres.	Typically,	around	95%	of	the	material	is	sugar	cane	fibre,	with	the	remaining	5%	made	of	hemp	and	linenBiodegradable	Wood-free	Paper	This	can	sound	a	little	misleading	if	youre	unfamiliar	with	the	paper	making
process,	as	this	paper	is	still	made	from	wood	pulp.	Wood-free	paper	just	means	that	the	lignin	has	been	removed	from	the	pulp,	which	helps	preserve	the	quality	of	the	paperA	major	component	of	label	manufacturing	is	of	course	the	adhesive.	You	would	assume	that	all	self-adhesive	biodegradable	labels	use	an	eco-friendly	adhesive;	in	most	cases
this	is	true,	however	its	important	to	check	that	the	adhesive	meets	the	following	criteria	in	order	for	the	label	to	be	considered	fully	biodegradable:Be	PTFE	(Polytetrafluoroethylene)	freeBe	petrochemical	free	(chemicals	derived	from	petroleum	such	as	ethylene,	propylene	and	benzene)Be	non-toxicBe	made	from	natural	materialsFor	some
applications,	using	biodegradable	labels	is	simply	not	an	option.	Labels	that	have	to	survive	more	extreme	conditions,	such	as	those	used	in	the	chemical	industry,	are	typically	manufactured	from	various	types	of	plastic	or	plastic	derivatives	often	referred	to	as	polymer-based	labels.	These	materials	tend	to	be	far	more	durable	than	the	biodegradable
or	compostable	alternatives.Label	materials	such	as	Polyester	(PE),	Polyethylene	(PET),	Polypropylene	(PP)	and	Poly	Vinyl	Chloride	(PVC)	are	less	easy	to	manage	in	terms	of	their	disposal.	As	with	most	materials,	Polymer-based	labels	are	still	technically	biodegradable	(albeit	over	many	years)	but	may	have	unwelcome	residual	effects	they	are	not
compostable	and	not	always	easily	recyclable,	therefore	require	disposal	through	incineration	for	energy	generation	and/or	landfill.Its	important	to	not	view	sustainability	in	isolation.	Making	sure	the	end-of-life	properties	of	your	labels	are	compatible	with	the	type	of	packaging	for	which	they	are	intended	will	help	to	achieve	more	complete
sustainable	solution	for	your	product.It	may	sound	obvious	but	if	your	packaging	is	recyclable,	then	its	advisable	to	use	recycle-compatible	labels;	and	the	same	applies	for	compostable	packaging	and	compostable	labels.Many	recycling	facilities	will	separate	labels	from	recyclable	packaging,	as	contaminants	such	as	adhesive	and	inks	can	be	removed
during	the	recycling	process.	However,	this	is	only	practical	as	long	as	the	labels	do	not	make	up	a	large	percentage	of	the	total	packaging.To	answer	the	question,	no	not	all	labels	are	biodegradable,	at	least	not	in	real	terms.	True	all	materials	will	eventually	degrade	when	left	to	the	elements	and	given	enough	time,	however,	to	be	considered
biodegradable	in	eco-friendly	terms,	labels	have	to	breakdown	into	natural	elements	without	any	harmful	emissions	or	residual	effects.The	easiest	way	to	ensure	that	your	labels	are	easily	and	safely	biodegradable,	is	to	check	that	they	meet	the	European	compostable	packaging	standard	(EN	13432).	Your	labels	supplier	or	manufacturer	should
confirm	whether	or	not	their	products	comply	with	this	industry	standard.At	Labels	Plus,	were	leading	the	way	in	the	UK	with	our	environmentally	friendly	labelling	solutions.	Our	biodegradable	labels	range	include	two	types	of	filmic	material,	which	are	made	out	of	the	cellulose	from	wood	pulp	(sourced	from	managed	plantations	of	course),	as	well
as	our	matt	white	and	semi-gloss	wood	free	paper	labels.Our	materials	are	biodegradable	to	EN13432	and	certified	OK	to	compost;	our	biodegradable	adhesive	is	suitable	for	direct	and	indirect	contact	with	dry	foodstuffs.With	over	20	years	expertise	to	call	upon,Labels	Plusare	guaranteed	to	find	the	right	compostable	label	for	any	requirement,	at	a
price	that	offers	our	customers	fantastic	value.Get	in	touch	to	find	out	how	we	can	help	your	business	minimise	its	impact	on	the	environment.	2025	Copyright.	All	Rights	Reserved	Privacy	Policy	California	has	strict	regulations	on	how	companies	can	label	and	market	products	as	biodegradable,	compostable,	or	similar	terms.	These	laws	aim	to
prevent	misleading	environmental	claims	that	could	confuse	consumers	and	contribute	to	improper	waste	disposal.	Businesses	must	comply	with	specific	guidelines	to	ensure	their	marketing	accurately	reflects	a	products	environmental	impact.	Understanding	these	rules	is	essential	for	companies	selling	in	California,	as	noncompliance	can	lead	to
legal	consequences.	Covered	Materials	and	ProductsCalifornias	biodegradable	labeling	laws	apply	to	a	broad	range	of	consumer	goods,	packaging,	and	plastic	products.	The	primary	legal	framework	governing	these	materials	is	Californias	Public	Resources	Code	42355-42358.5,	which	regulates	environmental	claims	about	plastic	and	other
degradable	materials.	These	laws	cover	plastic	bags,	food	containers,	disposable	utensils,	and	any	product	marketed	as	biodegradable	or	compostable.	The	goal	is	to	ensure	consumers	are	not	misled	by	claims	that	suggest	a	product	will	break	down	in	the	environment	in	a	way	it	may	not	under	real-world	conditions.	The	law	is	particularly	strict	on
plastic	products,	as	misleading	biodegradability	claims	contribute	to	pollution	and	improper	disposal.	Public	Resources	Code	42357	prohibits	selling	plastic	products	labeled	as	biodegradable,	degradable,	or	decomposable	unless	they	meet	specific	scientific	standards,	including	compliance	with	ASTM	D6400	or	D6868.	These	standards	require	a
product	to	fully	break	down	in	a	commercial	composting	facility	within	a	defined	period,	typically	180	days.	Beyond	plastics,	the	law	also	applies	to	paper-based	and	fiber-based	products	with	coatings	or	additives	designed	to	enhance	degradation.	If	a	product	contains	chemical	treatments	or	synthetic	components	that	affect	its	breakdown,	it	may	still
fall	under	state	restrictions.	This	is	particularly	relevant	for	food	packaging,	where	biodegradable	coatings	are	used	to	improve	durability	while	marketing	the	product	as	environmentally	friendly.	Any	such	claims	must	be	substantiated	with	third-party	certification	to	ensure	compliance.	Labeling	and	Marketing	RulesCalifornia	mandates	strict
guidelines	for	how	companies	present	environmental	claims	on	product	labels	and	in	marketing	materials.	Any	representation	suggesting	a	product	is	biodegradable,	compostable,	or	environmentally	beneficial	must	be	supported	by	verifiable	scientific	evidence.	This	requirement	prevents	deceptive	practices	that	mislead	consumers	about	a	products
environmental	impact.	Claims	about	a	products	degradation	process	must	align	with	the	conditions	under	which	it	will	realistically	break	down,	such	as	in	commercial	composting	facilities	rather	than	landfills	or	marine	environments.	California	follows	the	Federal	Trade	Commission	(FTC)	Green	Guides	but	imposes	additional	state-specific
requirements.	If	a	product	is	marketed	as	compostable,	it	must	meet	ASTM	D6400	or	D6868	standards	and	be	substantiated	through	third-party	certification.	Vague	or	unqualified	claims	like	eco-friendly	or	planet-safe	must	be	accompanied	by	clear	explanations	or	certifications	detailing	the	specific	environmental	benefits.	Any	qualifying	language
must	be	prominently	displayed	on	packaging	to	prevent	consumers	from	being	misled	by	ambiguous	wording	or	fine	print.	Digital	and	print	marketing	materials	must	also	comply	with	these	regulations.	Advertisements	promoting	a	products	environmental	attributes	cannot	use	deceptive	imagery	or	language	that	implies	a	broader	environmental
benefit	than	the	product	actually	delivers.	Using	images	of	leaves,	trees,	or	other	natural	elements	to	suggest	biodegradability	is	misleading	unless	the	product	meets	the	necessary	scientific	standards.	The	California	Business	and	Professions	Code	17580.5	explicitly	prohibits	false	or	misleading	environmental	marketing	claims,	holding	companies
accountable	for	ensuring	all	environmental	representations	are	backed	by	reliable	data.	Prohibited	ClaimsCalifornia	law	bans	certain	environmental	claims	to	prevent	misleading	marketing	tactics.	It	is	unlawful	to	sell	or	distribute	plastic	products	labeled	as	biodegradable,	degradable,	or	decomposable	unless	they	meet	specific	scientific	criteria.
Plastic	does	not	reliably	break	down	in	the	environment	under	normal	conditions,	and	additives	that	claim	to	accelerate	degradation	are	still	prohibited	unless	they	conform	to	ASTM	D6400	or	D6868	standards.	Claims	implying	a	product	will	degrade	in	a	landfill	or	marine	environment	are	also	prohibited	unless	supported	by	independent,	peer-
reviewed	scientific	evidence.	Phrases	like	ocean-safe	or	landfill-biodegradable	are	not	allowed	unless	manufacturers	can	prove,	through	controlled	studies,	that	the	product	fully	decomposes	in	those	conditions	within	a	reasonable	time	frame.	These	restrictions	are	in	place	to	prevent	improper	disposal	habits	and	environmental	pollution.	It	is	also
illegal	to	use	terms	like	environmentally	friendly	or	earth-safe	in	a	way	that	suggests	a	broader	environmental	benefit	without	clear,	substantiated	proof.	Enforcement	and	PenaltiesCalifornia	enforces	its	biodegradable	labeling	laws	through	state	agency	oversight	and	legal	actions.	The	California	Attorney	General,	district	attorneys,	and	city	attorneys
can	prosecute	violations	under	the	Business	and	Professions	Code	17200,	which	addresses	unfair	competition	and	deceptive	business	practices.	The	California	Department	of	Resources	Recycling	and	Recovery	(CalRecycle)	monitors	compliance	and	investigates	complaints	related	to	misleading	environmental	claims.	These	agencies	can	initiate
lawsuits,	seek	injunctions	to	stop	the	sale	of	noncompliant	products,	and	impose	financial	penalties.	Penalties	for	noncompliance	can	be	severe.	Companies	that	violate	Californias	biodegradable	labeling	laws	may	face	civil	fines	of	up	to	$2,500	per	violation.	Each	mislabeled	product	unit	sold	in	the	state	could	be	considered	a	separate	violation,
leading	to	significant	financial	liability.	Beyond	monetary	penalties,	businesses	found	guilty	of	deceptive	environmental	marketing	may	be	required	to	pay	restitution	to	consumers	and	cover	the	cost	of	corrective	advertising.	Repeat	offenders	may	face	court	orders	mandating	changes	to	their	marketing	practices	or	even	bans	on	selling	certain
products	in	California.	On	April	15,	2025,	the	EU	Commission	published	a	newGuidance	Document,	newfrequently	asked	questions	(FAQs),	and	aproposal	for	a	new	Delegated	Actdesigned	to	simplify	the	compliance	with	the	EU	Deforestation	Regulation	(EUDR).	ChemRadar	Copyright	Disclaimers:1.	All	texts,	graphics,	videos	and	audios	with	"Source:
ChemRadar"	on	this	website	are	copyrighted	by	ChemRadar.	Without	authorization,	no	media,	website	or	individual	is	allowed	to	reproduce,	link,	distribute,	publish,	or	copy	any	content	in	this	website.	Other	media,	website	with	our	authorization	shall	indicate	"Source:	CIRS	Group"	when	downloading	or	using	relevant	contents.	Unauthorized	actions
will	be	persecuted.2.	Texts	and	graphics	on	thie	website	without	"Source:	ChemRadar"	are	reproduced	for	further	information	but	not	imply	the	endorsement	of	views	or	autheticity	of	its	content.	Other	media,	websites	or	individuals	download	or	use	relevant	content	shall	remain	its	"Source"	as	prescribed	in	this	website	and	bear	corresponding	legal
responsibilities.	Any	unauthorized	alternation	to	"Source:	ChemRadar"	may	be	persecuted.	If	you	have	any	questions	about	relevant	content	on	this	website,	please	contact	us.3.	If	any	content	reproduced	on	ChemRadar	raises	copyright	or	other	related	issues,	please	contact	us	within	two	weeks.When	shopping	for	eco-friendly	products,	I	often
struggle	to	understand	the	environmental	labels	on	biodegradable	items.	The	confusion	stems	from	the	absence	of	standard	labeling	laws,	which	can	result	in	misleading	marketing	claims.	As	a	result,	consumers	may	end	up	buying	products	that	are	not	as	environmentally	friendly	as	they	believe.	Theres	good	news,	though.	Certain	states,	especially
California,	have	been	quite	proactive	in	setting	up	stringent	regulations	on	biodegradable	product	labeling	to	protect	consumers	like	us.	The	goal:	increase	transparency,	improve	the	accuracy	of	compostable	product	labeling,	and	ensure	we	make	truly	environmentally-friendly	choices.	Product	labeling	legislative	guidelines	play	a	vital	role	in	defining
how	environmentally-friendly	a	product	truly	is.	Misleading	environmental	marketing	claims	can	sometimes	distort	the	perception	of	a	products	green	credentials.	Regulations	on	biodegradable	product	labeling	are	aimed	at	safeguarding	consumer	interests	and	promoting	genuine	eco-friendly	products.	California	has	been	at	the	forefront	in
highlighting	the	importance	of	accurate	compostable	product	labeling.	Adequate	understanding	of	such	labels	can	help	consumers	make	informed	choices	and	contribute	to	environmental	conservation.	Environmental	marketing	has	become	significantly	important	in	modern	California	with	the	rise	of	conscious	consumerism	and	cries	for	sustainable
solutions.	With	more	brands	touting	their	degradable	and	compostable	products	to	appeal	to	eco-conscious	consumers,	the	potential	for	misleading	environmental	claims	has	likewise	increased.	One	major	area	of	concern	is	the	term	biodegradable.	It	sounds	appealing,	right?	Most	of	us	imagine	a	product	magically	disappearing,	leaving	no	trace
behind.	But	can	all	products	labeled	as	biodegradable	live	up	to	such	expectations?	The	truth,	according	to	Californias	public	resources	code,	is	far	from	this	perception.	Recognizing	the	fine	line	between	valid	marketing	claims	and	greenwashing,	California	has	taken	a	strong	stance	against	this	misuse.	Stringent	restrictions	have	been	put	in	place	to
govern	the	use	of	environmental	claims	in	product	labeling.	This	ensures	that	the	use	of	labels	such	as	biodegradable,	degradable,	and	compostable,	among	others,	are	not	misleading	to	consumers.	The	degradation	process	is	complex,	impacted	by	numerous	factors	including	product	composition	and	environmental	conditions.	Hence,	the	California
law	demands	environmental	marketing	claims	concerning	degradability	are	not	only	backed	by	competent	and	reliable	scientific	evidence	but	also	meet	specific	standards.	A	product	labeled	as	biodegradable	must	be	supported	by	substantiated	evidence	demonstrating	its	ability	to	decompose	in	a	reasonably	short	time	after	regular	disposal.	It
requires	fortitude	and	commitment	to	tackle	misleading	environmental	claims,	but	it	is	a	battle	worth	fighting.	This	is	Californias	ongoing	fight	against	greenwashing	a	step	towards	securing	a	safe	and	sustainable	future	for	all.	Identifying	the	right	standards	for	compostable	products	is	crucial	for	ensuring	that	such	products	fulfill	their	promises	of
sustainability.	In	fact,	it	is	the	core	of	compostable	product	standards	and	compostable	product	labeling.	A	number	of	considerations	come	into	play	here,	including	a	products	physical	structure,	chemical	composition,	and,	very	importantly,	the	surrounding	environmental	conditions	that	the	product	interacts	with	during	its	lifecycle.	In	California,
labeling	a	product	as	compostable	is	not	a	mere	marketing	gesture.	It	comes	with	significant	legal	responsibilities.	The	product	under	the	label	must	meet	precise	requirements.	These,	of	course,	adhere	to	specific	ASTM	standards,	such	as	ASTM	D6400-19,	and	ASTM	D6868-19.	There	is	much	more	to	compostable	products	than	the	simple,	abstract
notion	of	friendliness	towards	the	environment.	The	nature	of	a	compostable	products	physical	structure	and	chemical	composition	play	huge	roles	in	this	context.	Even	minor	changes	can	influence	the	rate	and	extent	of	composting,	which	leads	to	varied	results	in	terms	of	impact	on	the	environment.	While	a	products	attributes	are	certainly	critical
in	determining	its	compostability,	the	influence	of	the	environment	cannot	be	dismissed.	In	fact,	different	environmental	conditions	have	been	known	to	result	in	drastic	disparities	in	degradation	rates.	Thus,	for	a	product	to	be	truly	compostable,	it	should	ideally	degrade	satisfactorily	under	an	assortment	of	environmental	circumstances.	It	becomes
increasingly	clear	that	adherence	to	the	compostable	product	labeling	guidelines	in	particular	and	compostable	product	standards,	in	general,	remains	absolutely	crucial	to	ensure	the	authenticity	of	compostable	product	labels	and	avoid	the	consequences	of	legal	non-compliance.	In	the	pursuit	of	a	more	sustainable	future,	California	sets	specific
criteria	for	compostable	product	labeling.	This	includes	adhering	to	certain	ASTM	compostability	standards,	managing	organic	fluorine	concentration,	and	adhering	to	both	federal	and	state	product	labeling	requirements.	A	crucial	facet	of	Californias	compostable	standards	is	the	American	Society	for	Testing	and	Materials	(ASTM)	compostability
guidelines.	Any	product	claiming	to	be	compostable	must	satisfy	the	rigorous	specifications	set	by	the	ASTM,	a	globally	recognized	leader	in	the	development	of	voluntary	consensus	standards.	Understanding	organic	fluorine	concentration	is	key	to	fulfilling	Californias	compostable	standards.	For	a	product	to	be	labeled	as	compostable,	it	must
contain	less	than	100	parts	per	million	of	total	organic	fluorine,	demonstrating	its	compost-friendly	nature	that	distinguishes	it	from	noncompostable	items.	Furthermore,	by	January	1,	2026,	all	compostable	products	must	be	made	from	materials	allowed	as	organic	inputs	under	the	USDA	National	Organic	Program,	thereby	further	raising
compostable	product	labeling	standards.	AspectRequirementASTM	StandardsMust	meet	specific	ASTM	compostability	standards	(e.g.,	ASTM	D6400)Organic	Fluorine	LimitsLess	than	100	ppm	of	total	organic	fluorineUSDA	Organic	StandardsMaterials	allowed	as	organic	inputs	under	the	USDA	National	Organic	Program	by	2026	In	harmony	with	the
goal	of	sustainable	waste	management,	correct	labeling	methods	for	compostable	plastic	bags	are	essential.	These	bag	labels	act	as	identifiers,	communicating	crucial	information	to	the	users	and	waste	managers.	One	of	the	key	elements	in	labeling	compostable	plastic	bags	is	the	presence	of	a	certification	logo.	This	logo	visibly	attests	to	the
adherence	of	the	bags	to	ASTM	D6400-19	standards.	However,	these	bags	are	specifically	prohibited	from	displaying	the	recycling	symbol,	to	avoid	confusion	with	recyclable	plastic	items.	Another	essential	factor	in	labeling	is	color.	Compostable	plastic	bags	must	either	be	a	uniform	green	color	or	carry	the	word	compostable	in	green-colored
lettering	or	band.	This	green	color	indicates	that	the	bag	is	suitable	for	composting	and	aids	in	differentiating	them	from	noncompostable	bags.	This	approach	simplifies	waste	segregation,	prevents	contamination	of	composting	operations,	and	contributes	towards	a	greener	environment.	Lets	take	a	look	at	the	compostable	bag	labeling	guidelines:
ElementRequirementCertification	LogoPresent,	following	ASTM	D6400-19	standardsRecycling	SymbolAbsentColorGreen	color	or	carries	the	word	compostable	in	green-colored	lettering	or	band	The	compostable	labeling	laws	in	place	today	ensure	standardization	and	consistency,	helping	consumers	make	informed	choices	when	purchasing	plastic
bags.	As	we	move	forward	in	our	fight	against	plastic	pollution,	upholding	these	labeling	specifics	becomes	ever	more	crucial.	As	the	demand	for	compostable	products	continues	to	grow,	its	become	clear	that	a	national	compostable	product	labeling	system	is	necessary.	Leaders	in	the	industry,	namely	the	US	Composting	Council	(USCC)	and	the
Biodegradable	Products	Institute	(BPI),	recognize	this	need	and	have	joined	forces	to	create	a	more	uniform,	navigable	labeling	framework.	The	collaboration	between	the	USCC	and	the	BPI	aims	to	develop	a	comprehensive	set	of	principles	for	model	legislation	targeted	at	compostable	product	labeling.	These	comprehensive	guidelines	will	help
manufacturers	effectively	label	their	products,	reducing	confusion	among	both	producers	and	consumers.	Lets	see	the	potential	benefits	this	collaboration	might	bring:	Consistency	across	states	in	compostable	product	labeling	Easier	adherence	to	regulations	for	producers	Greater	clarity	for	consumers	when	differentiating	between	compostable	and
non-compostable	products	Another	vital	factor	of	this	joint	venture	is	the	development	of	model	legislation	principles	for	compostable	product	labeling.	The	aim	here	is	not	just	to	facilitate	coherent	labeling	but	also	to	harmonize	state	labeling	laws.	This	unified	approach	will	ensure	a	standardized	understanding	and	application	of	labeling	principles
across	the	U.S.	Harmonizing	labeling	laws	across	states	can	ease	the	regulatory	burden	on	manufacturers,	promote	better	understanding	among	consumers,	and	ultimately	propel	the	growth	and	acceptance	of	compostable	products,	says	the	USCC.	The	USCC	and	BPI	collaboration	promises	to	bring	much-needed	clarity	and	uniformity	to	the
compostable	product	labeling	process.	As	these	harmonized	labeling	principles	take	root,	we	can	look	forward	to	a	future	where	compostable	products	are	readily	identified	and	correctly	disposed	of,	aiding	our	journey	towards	a	more	sustainable	world.	In	the	sustainable	and	eco-friendly	product	market,	Truth	in	Labeling	laws	play	an	integral	role.
These	laws	aim	to	bridge	the	gap	between	compostable	product	transparency	and	compostable	labeling	compliance.	Being	transparent	and	truthful	in	labeling	builds	confidence	in	consumers,	thereby	boosting	the	products	popularity	and	market	reach.	Moreover,	the	impact	of	these	laws	goes	beyond	mere	market	benefits.	With	rising	levels	of
pollution	and	ecological	degradation,	consumers	are	not	just	buying	a	product,	they	are	investing	in	a	sustainable	and	eco-friendly	lifestyle.	Therefore,	maintaining	compliance	with	these	laws	aids	in	preserving	our	environment	for	future	generations.	Consumer	clarity	is	an	essential	outcome	of	adherence	to	Truth	in	Labeling	laws.	Consumers	must
comprehend	what	they	are	buying	and	its	potential	impact	on	the	environment.	Clear	guidelines	for	compostable	product	labeling	can	help	create	a	uniform	understanding	amongst	consumers.	Truth	in	Labeling	laws	are	not	merely	regulations,	they	are	instrumental	in	empowering	consumers.	They	help	consumers	make	informed	choices,	promoting	a
sustainable	and	eco-friendly	future.	Design	standards	also	form	an	integral	part	of	these	laws.	The	way	a	product	is	designed	and	labeled	determines	its	acceptance	in	the	market.	The	methods	of	compostable	labeling	need	to	be	simple,	clear	and	easy	to	understand.	This	is	particularly	relevant	in	sectors	where	a	large	variety	of	similar	products	are
available.	The	products	design	should	be	distinct	and	engaging,	while	its	labeling	should	provide	all	the	necessary	information	about	its	compostable	nature.	Truth	in	Labeling	laws	also	prohibit	the	use	of	false	or	unsubstantiated	claims	while	labeling	a	product.	This	not	only	maintains	the	integrity	of	the	product	but	also	boosts	consumer	trust	and
confidence	in	the	brand.	The	more	genuine	a	brand	is	in	communicating	its	products	properties	and	benefits,	the	more	trust	and	loyalty	it	can	garner	from	its	consumer	base.	Implementing	and	maintaining	adherence	to	Truth	in	Labeling	laws	is	a	collective	journey	requiring	the	cooperation	of	all	stakeholders	manufacturers,	retailers,	and	consumers.
When	all	these	stakeholders	work	hand	in	hand,	it	truly	aids	in	creating	an	ecosystem	of	transparency,	trust,	and	sustainability.	Achieving	excellence	in	compostable	packaging	involves	intentional	design	and	labeling	decisions	that	aid	in	the	clear	identification	of	these	eco-friendly	products.	In	this	section,	we	delve	into	the	salient	features	of
compostable	packaging	design	and	highlight	the	best	practices	in	packaging	labeling.	To	assist	consumers	and	waste	management	facilities	in	distinguishing	compostable	packaging	from	non-compostable	ones,	various	visual	markers	are	employed.	Tinting	and	striping,	which	imprint	a	specific	color	pattern	onto	the	packaging,	are	commonly	used
strategies.	Another	vital	visual	aid	is	the	addition	of	certification	logos	that	signal	the	products	compostability.	This	not	only	provides	a	trustworthy	anchor	for	the	consumer	but	also	helps	in	maintaining	the	integrity	of	the	composting	stream	by	clearly	demarcating	compostable	items.	One	of	the	key	principles	of	packaging	labeling	best	practices	is
the	restriction	of	misleading	claims.	Its	crucial	that	degradation	claims	are	restricted	to	specific	environments.	For	instance,	labeling	a	product	as	biodegradable	when	it	only	degrades	in	industrial	composting	facilities	can	be	misleading	to	consumers.	This	is	because	such	products	will	not	degrade	in	a	home	compost	pile	or	if	discarded	in	nature,
paving	the	way	for	contamination	in	different	waste	streams.	Ensuring	accurate	and	honest	labeling,	therefore,	plays	an	instrumental	role	in	the	responsible	promotion	of	compostable	products.	In	conclusion,	these	outlined	principles	of	compostable	packaging	design	and	labeling	are	crucial	in	promoting	responsible	consumption	and	disposal	of
compostable	packaging.	By	adhering	to	these	principles,	we	move	towards	a	more	sustainable	and	eco-conscious	society.	As	we	recognize	more	and	more	the	pressing	need	for	sustainable	packaging	solutions,	the	significance	of	comprehensive	and	coherent	compostable	product	labeling	systems	cannot	be	overstated.	Its	not	merely	about	marking	a
product	as	biodegradable	or	compostable	but	ensuring	these	claims	live	up	to	defined	ASTM	standard	specifications.	This	ensures	a	transparent	product	lifecycle,	from	production	to	disposal,	aligning	with	the	growing	consumer	demand	for	genuine	environmental	stewardship.	Stakeholder	collaboration	is	at	the	heart	of	these	transformative	efforts.
From	product	manufacturers	to	composting	officials	and	certifiers,	bringing	together	diverse	perspectives	promotes	a	more	holistic	understanding	of	the	environmental	impact	of	packaging.	This	multi-disciplinary	approach	is	the	engine	behind	a	set	of	principles	aimed	at	improving	compostable	product	labeling.	Collaboration	is	the	catalyst	for
improved	clarity	and	sustainability	in	compostable	product	labeling.	Our	collective	action	not	only	ensures	genuine	environmental	commitment	but	also	creates	a	more	informed	consumer	populace.	This	is	a	significant	step	in	mitigating	the	environmental	impact	of	packaging	waste.	The	key	labeling	principles	spurred	by	this	collaborative	effort
include:	Standardized	terminology	defined	via	ASTM	standard	specifications.	Labels	that	accurately	reflect	the	products	compostability	and	impact	across	its	lifecycle.	Transparent	disclosure	of	elements	impacting	compostability,	like	the	presence	of	fluorinated	compounds.	A	universal	logo	or	marking	for	easy	identification	of	compostable	goods.
Regulation	and	continuous	surveillance	to	maintain	labeling	quality	and	prevent	greenwashing.	The	goal	is	to	streamline	the	compostable	labeling	process,	making	it	more	effective,	transparent,	and	ultimately,	instilling	greater	consumer	confidence	in	choosing	truly	sustainable	packaging	solutions.	Key	PrincipleDescriptionStandardized
TerminologyAdherence	to	ASTM	standard	specifications	for	compostable	or	biodegradable	labels.Accurate	Reflection	of	Product	LifecycleLabels	must	truthfully	illustrate	a	products	environmental	impact	throughout	its	lifecycle,	from	production	to	compost.Disclosure	of	Compostability	FactorsAny	factors	impacting	compostability,	such	as	fluorinated
compounds,	should	be	transparently	disclosed	on	the	packaging.Universal	Identification	MarkA	universal	logo	or	mark	should	be	used	for	easy	recognition	of	compostable	goods	by	users	and	waste	management	organizations.Regulation	and	SurveillanceContinuous	monitoring	to	uphold	labeling	integrity,	ensuring	products	live	up	to	composting
claims,	&	preventing	greenwashing.	By	embracing	these	principles	industry-wide,	we	can	capitalize	on	stakeholder	collaborations	power	to	shape	a	more	sustainable	and	transparent	future	in	product	packaging.	A	future	where	compostable	product	labels	truly	reflect	an	items	environmental	impact,	ensuring	the	credibility	of	compostable	claims,	and
cultivating	trust	among	consumers	committed	to	ecological	responsibility.	The	development	of	compostable	products	has	been	both	promising	for	those	concerned	with	environmental	sustainability	and	complex	for	those	who	regulate,	manufacture,	and	market	these	products.	As	we	gradually	shift	towards	a	green	economy,	there	is	an	urgent	need	for
consistent	compostable	guidelines,	achieving	uniformity	across	all	states.	Recognizing	the	environmental	edge,	strategies	are	shaped	by	model	bills	designed	to	establish	national	compostable	legislation.	The	inspiration	for	these	model	bills	is	borrowed	from	state	laws	with	thorough	and	effective	compostable	product	guidelines.	The	model	bills	strive
to	standardize	elements	such	as	product	design,	labeling,	manufacturer	responsibility,	and	disposal,	serving	as	a	template	for	uniform	national	regulation.	This	ensures	that	all	compostable	products	meet	the	same	high	standards,	regardless	of	where	they	are	manufactured	or	sold.	Of	equal	importance	are	the	efforts	of	the	Federal	Trade	Commission
(FTC)	in	revising	the	Green	Guides,	aiming	to	fortify	the	standards	for	compostable	product	labeling.	These	national	guidelines	propose	a	comprehensive	approach,	tackling	elements	from	product	design	to	disposal,	including	clear	and	easily	recognizable	standardized	compostable	labels.	The	pending	update	not	only	adds	strength	to	previously	vague
guidelines	but	also	positions	the	FTC	Green	Guides	as	steering	documents	for	national	compostable	legislation.	While	the	process	of	creating	a	national	framework	for	compostable	products	is	complex,	the	movements	in	that	direction	show	promise.	The	prospect	of	consistent	compostable	guidelines	across	the	nation	fosters	hope	for	more	efficient
and	effective	environmental	conservation	efforts.	Oursustainable	futureis	trustfully	tied	to	the	fate	of	our	environment	and	how	we	choose	to	respect	it.	As	we	step	towards	this	crucial	horizon,	the	need	for	transparency	and	honesty	in	environmental	marketing	cannot	be	overemphasized.	As	such,	thefuture	of	compostable	labelingis	looking	bright,
with	initiatives	across	the	country	focusing	on	setting	strict,	discerning	standards	for	manufacturers.	This	assertion	to	truth	reflects	the	resurging	interest	in	establishing	stricter	rules	for	the	labeling	of	biodegradable	and	compostable	products.	The	aim	is	simple	yet	impactful	to	ensureregulatory	complianceand	upholdmarket	integrity.	By	establishing
transparent,	comprehensible	guidelines,	we	maneuver	towards	boostingconsumer	awarenessand	reinforcing	their	confidence	in	truly	eco-friendly	products.	The	journey,	of	course,	is	ongoing,	and	vigilance	will	be	our	most	vital	tool.	Errors	and	exploitations	may	arise,	but	as	long	as	we	remain	committed	to	the	core	values	of	transparency,	honesty,
and	dedication	to	environmental	wellness,	we	can	together	pave	the	path	towards	a	moresustainable	future.	A:	The	general	regulations	on	labeling	compostable	products	and	packaging	require	third-party	certification	and	specific	markings	to	make	them	readily	and	easily	identifiable.	The	aim	is	to	combat	contamination	from	conventional	packaging
and	boost	consumer	confidence	in	accepting	certified	compostable	products,	reducing	confusion	and	wrongful	disposal.	A:	Both	federal	and	state	guidelines	warrant	the	validation	of	compostability	claims	by	a	recognized	third-party.	Products	should	bear	statutes	clearly	indicating	their	compostability.	Washington	state,	for	example,	holds	a
distinguished	record	for	having	the	first	legislation	addressing	labeling	for	compostable	products.	It	prohibits	deceptive	use	of	claims	and	stresses	on	the	usage	of	labels	that	adhere	to	labeling	principles	that	will	guide	proper	disposal.	A:	Non-compostable	products,	particularly	plastic	products,	are	typically	prohibited	from	using	green	or	brown
coloring,	or	any	labeling	that	can	imply	the	product	is	compostable	or	environmentally	friendly.	Claims	of	degradable,	biodegradable,	or	compostable	are	seriously	regulated,	and	violations	can	face	legal	penalties.	A:	Third-party	certification	plays	a	critical	role	in	product	labeling	legislative	guidelines	for	compostable	products.	Manufacturers	are
frequently	required	to	provide	evidence	of	third-party	testing	and	certification	to	validate	their	compostability	claims.	This	not	only	assures	the	composting	industry	but	also	builds	consumer	trust.	A:	Regulations	require	compostable	products	and	packaging	to	have	clear,	unambiguous	markings	illustrating	their	compostability.	Many	existing	labeling
bills	include	requirements	for	specific	logos,	symbols,	or	language	that	should	be	noticeable	and	straightforward	for	consumers	to	recognize.	A:	By	stipulating	that	only	certified	compostable	products	can	make	compostability	claims	to	products	that	touch	food	or	ideal	for	food	packaging,	and	by	requiring	them	to	be	clearly	and	simply	identifiable,
legislations	significantly	help	to	combat	contamination	from	conventional	packaging.	With	clear	labeling,	compostable	items	can	be	correctly	disposed	of	and	separated	from	non-compostable	waste.	A:	Clear,	accurate,	and	honest	labeling	encourages	consumer	confidence	in	accepting	certified	compostable	products.	Such	labeling,	coupled	with
education	about	proper	disposal	techniques,	helps	users	understand	that	the	product	theyre	using	aligns	with	their	sustainability	goals.	A:	Yes,	manufacturers	are	often	prohibited	from	using	misleading	labels,	such	as	making	unverified	claims	or	using	certain	colors	on	non-compostable	products.	Those	guidelines	are	designed	to	prevent	confusion
among	consumers	and	ensure	that	only	products	meeting	the	compostability	standards	are	labeled	as	such.	A:	There	are	efforts	to	align	the	industry	on	a	standardized	set	of	compostable	product	labeling	guidelines.	For	example,	the	US	Composting	Council	(USCC)	has	been	working	with	other	stakeholders	on	co-branded	labeling	principles	that	will
guide	the	industry	on	how	compostable	products	should	be	labeled.	A:	Legal	guidelines	strictly	forbid	non-compostable	products	from	giving	a	deceptive	appearance	of	being	compostable.	Specific	regulations,	like	those	in	Washington	state,	prohibit	the	use	of	green	or	brown	coloring	and	certain	terms	on	non-compostable	packaging,	to	guard	against
imitating	compostable	products.	Offenders	are	subject	to	enforcement	measures	and	penalties.	
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