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2015	masters	scores

The	2015	Masters	Tournament	was	the	79th	time	the	tournament	was	played.	The	champion	was	dominating	in	his	victory,	winning	in	wire-to-wire	fashion.	Winner:	Jordan	Spieth,	270	Where	it	was	played:	Augusta	National	Golf	Club	in	Augusta,	Georgia	Tournament	dates:	April	9-12,	2015	Leader	after	first	round:	Jordan	Spieth,	64	Leader	after
second	round:	Jordan	Spieth,	130	Leader	after	third	round:	Jordan	Spieth,	200What	Happened	in	the	2015	Masters	Tournament	Jordan	Spieth	became	the	second-youngest	Masters	Tournament	champion	ever	when	he	won	the	2015	Masters,	doing	so	in	dominating	fashion.	Spieth,	at	21	years,	8	months,	trailed	only	Tiger	Woods	(who	was	21	years,	3
months	when	he	won	the	1997	Masters),	on	the	list	of	youngest	winners	to	this	point	in	the	tournament's	history.	Spieth	opened	the	tournament	with	a	round	of	64,	just	one	off	the	tournament's	then-record	for	18-holes.	And	he	never	trailed:	Spieth	led	by	three	strokes	after	Round	1,	five	after	the	second,	four	after	the	third,	and	wound	up	winning	by
four.	He	shot	64-66-70-70,	a	total	of	18-under	par	270.	Spieth	was	the	first	wire-to-wire	Masters	winner	(leading	outright	after	each	round)	since	Raymond	Floyd	in	1976.	Spieth	tied	or	broke	multiple	records	in	his	victory,	in	addition	to	ones	already	mentioned.	Those	included:	Justin	Rose,	who	played	with	Spieth	in	the	final	round,	and	Phil	Mickelson,
who	was	one	group	ahead	of	Spieth	in	Round	4,	each	got	within	three	shots	of	Spieth	at	points	during	the	final	round.	But	neither	could	put	any	more	pressure	on	the	young	leader	than	that.	Rose	and	Mickelson	tied	for	second	place	at	274.	At	the	other	end	of	the	spectrum	from	Spieth	was	63-year-old	Ben	Crenshaw.	The	2015	Masters	marked
Crenshaw's	44th	and	final	appearance	in	the	tournament.	He	shot	91-85.	Crenshaw	won	the	1984	Masters	and	1995	Masters.	Brooks	Koepka,	who	went	on	to	win	multiple	Masters	titles,	tied	for	33rd	place	in	his	Masters	debut.2015	Masters	Final	Scores	Jordan	Spieth	64-66-70-70—270	Phil	Mickelson	70-68-67-69—274	Justin	Rose	67-70-67-70—274
Rory	McIlroy	71-71-68-66—276	Hideki	Matsuyama	71-70-70-66—277	Paul	Casey	69-68-74-68—279	Ian	Poulter	73-72-67-67—279	Dustin	Johnson	70-67-73-69—279	Hunter	Mahan	75-70-68-67—280	Zach	Johnson	72-72-68-68—280	Charley	Hoffman	67-68-71-74—280	Kevin	Na	74-66-70-72—282	Bill	Haas	69-71-72-70—282	Rickie	Fowler	73-72-70-67—
282	Ryan	Moore	74-66-73-69—282	Kevin	Streelman	70-70-70-72—282	Tiger	Woods	73-69-68-73—283	Sergio	Garcia	68-74-71-70—283	Henrik	Stenson	73-73-70-68—284	Louis	Oosthuizen	72-69-71-72—284	Russell	Henley	68-74-72-71—285	Ernie	Els	67-72-75-72—286	Mark	O'Meara	73-68-77-68—286	Angel	Cabrera	72-69-73-72—286	Keegan	Bradley
71-72-75-68—286	Bernd	Wiesberger	75-70-70-71—286	Patrick	Reed	70-72-74-70—286	Morgan	Hoffmann	73-72-72-70—287	Jason	Day	67-74-71-75—287	Steve	Stricker	73-73-73-68—287	Webb	Simpson	69-75-72-71—287	Jonas	Blixt	72-70-70-75—287	Ryan	Palmer	69-74-74-71—288	Sang-Moon	Bae	74-71-72-71—288	Jamie	Donaldson	74-71-76-67—288
Chris	Kirk	72-73-72-71—288	Brooks	Koepka	74-71-71-72—288	Seung-Yul	Noh	70-74-72-73—289	Cameron	Tringale	71-75-69-74—289	Danny	Willett	71-71-76-71—289	Charl	Schwartzel	71-70-73-75—289	Jimmy	Walker	73-72-74-70—289	John	Senden	71-74-72-72—289	Adam	Scott	72-69-74-74—289	Bubba	Watson	71-71-73-74—289	Lee	Westwood	73-73-
70-74—290	Matt	Kuchar	72-74-72-72—290	Geoff	Ogilvy	74-70-73-74—291	Anirban	Lahiri	71-75-74-72—292	Jason	Dufner	74-71-74-73—292	Erik	Compton	73-72-74-74—293	Darren	Clarke	74-71-77-72—294	Graeme	McDowell	71-74-76-74—294	Vijay	Singh	75-70-79-71—295	Thongchai	Jaidee	75-70-80-72—297	Previous	and	next:	2014	Masters	-	2016
Masters	Page	2	The	2026	Masters	Tournament	will	be	the	90th	time	this	golf	tournament	is	played.	The	tournament	dates	to	1934	and	is	one	of	the	four	major	championships	of	men's	professional	golf	—	the	first	one	played	each	year.	In	2026,	The	Masters	will	take	place	April	9-12.	2026	Masters	dates:	The	four-round,	72-hole	tournament	will	be
played	from	Thursday,	April	9,	through	Sunday,	April	12.	Golf	course:	Augusta	National	Golf	Club	in	Augusta,	Georgia	(View	the	Augusta	National	scorecard	and	hole	names)	Defending	champion:	Rory	McIlroy	won	the	2025	Masters	in	a	playoff	over	Justin	Rose,	birdying	the	first	extra	hole	after	they	had	tied	at	277.Ticket	Information	Each	year
Augusta	National	conducts	a	random	drawing	to	award	tickets	for	practice	days,	and	also	to	award	a	very	small	number	of	tournament	day	tickets.	See	the	Tickets	section	of	Masters.com	for	information.	Those	not	lucky	enough	to	get	tickets	through	the	annual	drawing	will	mostly	like	have	the	secondary	market	—	ticket	brokers	—	as	their	only	other
option	for	getting	tickets.Player	Invitations	The	groupings	and	tee	times	for	golfers	entered	in	The	Masters	are	made	by	the	Augusta	National	tournament	committee.	Those	pairings	are	released	the	week	of	the	tournament,	typically	on	the	Tuesday	prior	to	Thursday's	first	round.	See	Masters	Tee	Times	and	Pairings	for	general	info.	See	How	Golfers
Qualify	to	Play	in	The	Masters	for	the	ways	in	which	a	player	can	earn	an	invitation.2026	Masters	Tournament	Week	Schedule	Monday,	April	6:	Player	arrivals,	practice	rounds	Tuesday,	April	7:	Practice	rounds,	Champions	Dinner,	tee	times	typically	released	on	this	day	Wednesday,	April	8:	Practice	rounds,	Par-3	Contest	Thursday,	April	9:	Honorary
starters	ceremony,	first	round	of	Masters	Tournament	Friday,	April	10:	Second	round	of	tournament	Saturday,	April	11:	Third	round	of	tournament	Sunday,	April	12:	Fourth	and	final	round	of	tournament,	Green	Jacket	ceremony	and	trophy	presentation	More	Masters	Tournament	reading:	The	2015	Masters	belonged	to	Jordan	Spieth,	who	set	the	36-
and	54-hole	scoring	records	at	Augusta	National,	then	tied	Tiger	Woods'	72-hole	scoring	record	in	winning	by	four	shots	over	Phil	Mickelson	and	Justin	Rose.	Spieth	won	the	$1.8	million	winner's	share	of	the	$10	million	purse.	2015	Masters	leaderboard	and	final	results	and	prize	money	payouts	POS	PLAYER	TO	PAR	R1	R2	R3	R4	TOTAL	MONEY	1
Jordan	Spieth	-18	64	66	70	70	270	$1,800,000	T2	Phil	Mickelson	-14	70	68	67	69	274	$880,000	T2	Justin	Rose	-14	67	70	67	70	274	$880,000	4	Rory	McIlroy	-12	71	71	68	66	276	$480,000	5	Hideki	Matsuyama	-11	71	70	70	66	277	$400,000	T6	Ian	Poulter	-9	73	72	67	67	279	$335,000	T6	Paul	Casey	-9	69	68	74	68	279	$335,000	T6	Dustin	Johnson	-9	70
67	73	69	279	$335,000	T9	Hunter	Mahan	-8	75	70	68	67	280	$270,000	T9	Zach	Johnson	-8	72	72	68	68	280	$270,000	T9	Charley	Hoffman	-8	67	68	71	74	280	$270,000	T12	Rickie	Fowler	-6	73	72	70	67	282	$196,000	T12	Ryan	Moore	-6	74	66	73	69	282	$196,000	T12	Bill	Haas	-6	69	71	72	70	282	$196,000	T12	Kevin	Streelman	-6	70	70	70	72	282
$196,000	T12	Kevin	Na	-6	74	66	70	72	282	$196,000	T17	Sergio	Garcia	-5	68	74	71	70	283	$155,000	T17	Tiger	Woods	-5	73	69	68	73	283	$155,000	T19	Henrik	Stenson	-4	73	73	70	68	284	$135,000	T19	Louis	Oosthuizen	-4	72	69	71	72	284	$135,000	21	Russell	Henley	-3	68	74	72	71	285	$120,000	T22	Mark	O'Meara	-2	73	68	77	68	286	$92,833	T22
Keegan	Bradley	-2	71	72	75	68	286	$92,833	T22	Patrick	Reed	-2	70	72	74	70	286	$92,833	T22	Bernd	Wiesberger	-2	75	70	70	71	286	$92,833	T22	Angel	Cabrera	-2	72	69	73	72	286	$92,833	T22	Ernie	Els	-2	67	72	75	72	286	$92,833	T28	Steve	Stricker	-1	73	73	73	68	287	$68,000	T28	Morgan	Hoffmann	-1	73	72	72	70	287	$68,000	T28	Webb	Simpson
-1	69	75	72	71	287	$68,000	T28	Jason	Day	-1	67	74	71	75	287	$68,000	T28	Jonas	Blixt	-1	72	70	70	75	287	$68,000	T33	Jamie	Donaldson	E	74	71	76	67	288	$54,000	T33	Ryan	Palmer	E	69	74	74	71	288	$54,000	T33	Chris	Kirk	E	72	73	72	71	288	$54,000	T33	Sang-Moon	Bae	E	74	71	72	71	288	$54,000	T33	Brooks	Koepka	E	74	71	71	72	288	$54,000
T38	Jimmy	Walker	1	73	72	74	70	289	$40,000	T38	Danny	Willett	1	71	71	76	71	289	$40,000	T38	John	Senden	1	71	74	72	72	289	$40,000	T38	Seung-yul	Noh	1	70	74	72	73	289	$40,000	T38	Adam	Scott	1	72	69	74	74	289	$40,000	T38	Bubba	Watson	1	71	71	73	74	289	$40,000	T38	Cameron	Tringale	1	71	75	69	74	289	$40,000	T38	Charl	Schwartzel	1
71	70	73	75	289	$40,000	T46	Matt	Kuchar	2	72	74	72	72	290	$30,000	T46	Lee	Westwood	2	73	73	70	74	290	$30,000	48	Geoff	Ogilvy	3	74	70	73	74	291	$27,400	T49	Anirban	Lahiri	4	71	75	74	72	292	$25,600	T49	Jason	Dufner	4	74	71	74	73	292	$25,600	51	Erik	Compton	5	73	72	74	74	293	$24,600	T52	Darren	Clarke	6	74	71	77	72	294	$23,800	T52
Graeme	McDowell	6	71	74	76	73	294	$23,800	54	Vijay	Singh	7	75	70	79	71	295	$23,200	55	Thongchai	Jaidee	9	75	70	80	72	297	$23,000	MC	Bernhard	Langer	CUT	73	74	MC	MC	147	$0	MC	Jim	Furyk	CUT	74	73	MC	MC	147	$0	MC	Shane	Lowry	CUT	75	72	MC	MC	147	$0	MC	James	Hahn	CUT	73	74	MC	MC	147	$0	MC	Mikko	Ilonen	CUT	74	73	MC
MC	147	$0	MC	Luke	Donald	CUT	75	72	MC	MC	147	$0	MC	Gary	Woodland	CUT	71	76	MC	MC	147	$0	MC	Stephen	Gallacher	CUT	71	76	MC	MC	147	$0	MC	Matt	Every	CUT	73	74	MC	MC	147	$0	MC	J.B.	Holmes	CUT	76	71	MC	MC	147	$0	MC	Brandt	Snedeker	CUT	74	73	MC	MC	147	$0	MC	Ben	Martin	CUT	74	74	MC	MC	148	$0	MC	Billy	Horschel
CUT	70	78	MC	MC	148	$0	MC	Branden	Grace	CUT	75	73	MC	MC	148	$0	MC	Brian	Harman	CUT	76	72	MC	MC	148	$0	MC	Camilo	Villegas	CUT	72	76	MC	MC	148	$0	MC	Joost	Luiten	CUT	76	72	MC	MC	148	$0	MC	Ian	Woosnam	CUT	75	74	MC	MC	149	$0	MC	Padraig	Harrington	CUT	72	77	MC	MC	149	$0	MC	Victor	Dubuisson	CUT	74	75	MC	MC
149	$0	MC	Corey	Conners	CUT	80	69	MC	MC	149	$0	MC	Sandy	Lyle	CUT	74	76	MC	MC	150	$0	MC	Byron	Meth	CUT	74	76	MC	MC	150	$0	MC	Jose	Maria	Olazabal	CUT	79	71	MC	MC	150	$0	MC	Kevin	Stadler	CUT	77	74	MC	MC	151	$0	MC	Thomas	Bjorn	CUT	72	79	MC	MC	151	$0	MC	Larry	Mize	CUT	78	73	MC	MC	151	$0	MC	Brendon	Todd	CUT
80	71	MC	MC	151	$0	MC	Miguel	Angel	Jimenez	CUT	78	73	MC	MC	151	$0	MC	Antonio	Murdaca	CUT	78	73	MC	MC	151	$0	MC	Martin	Kaymer	CUT	76	75	MC	MC	151	$0	MC	Matias	Dominguez	CUT	76	76	MC	MC	152	$0	MC	Tom	Watson	CUT	71	81	MC	MC	152	$0	MC	Trevor	Immelman	CUT	76	77	MC	MC	153	$0	MC	Fred	Couples	CUT	79	74	MC
MC	153	$0	MC	Robert	Streb	CUT	80	76	MC	MC	156	$0	MC	Scott	Harvey	CUT	76	81	MC	MC	157	$0	MC	Bradley	Neil	CUT	78	79	MC	MC	157	$0	MC	Ben	Crane	CUT	79	78	MC	MC	157	$0	MC	Gunn	Yang	CUT	85	74	MC	MC	159	$0	MC	Mike	Weir	CUT	82	81	MC	MC	163	$0	MC	Ben	Crenshaw	CUT	91	85	MC	MC	176	$0	HGTV	reveals	the	best	glamping
spots	in	the	US,	including	this	GA	resort	travel	HGTV	reveals	the	best	glamping	spots	in	the	US,	including	this	GA	resort	travel	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot
revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the
material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your
use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	HGTV	reveals	the	best	glamping	spots	in	the	US,	including	this	GA	resort
travel	Golf	tour	in	Europe	"European	Tour"	redirects	here.	For	other	uses,	see	European	Tour	(disambiguation).	PGA	European	TourCurrent	season,	competition	or	edition:	2025	European	TourFormerlyVolvo	TourPGA	European	TourPGA	European	Golf	TourPGA	European	Tournament	Players'	DivisionPGA	Tournament	Players'	DivisionPGA
Tournament	Players'	SectionSportGolfFirst	season1972CEOGuy	KinningsDirectorEric	Nicoli	(Chairman)CountriesBased	in	Europe[a]Most	titlesOrder	of	Merit	titles:	Colin	Montgomerie	(8)Tournament	wins:	Seve	Ballesteros	(50)Broadcaster(s)Sky	Sports	(UK)Golf	Channel	(United	States)RelatedcompetitionsChallenge	TourEuropean	Senior	TourSafari
CircuitOfficial	websiteeuropeantour.com	The	European	Tour,	currently	titled	as	the	DP	World	Tour	for	sponsorship	reasons,	and	legally	the	PGA	European	Tour	or	the	European	Tour	Group,	is	the	leading	men's	professional	golf	tour	in	Europe.[1]	The	organisation	also	operates	the	European	Senior	Tour	(for	players	aged	50	or	older)	and	the
developmental	Challenge	Tour;	the	second	tier	of	men's	professional	golf	in	Europe.	The	tour's	headquarters	are	at	Wentworth	Club	in	Virginia	Water,	Surrey,	England.	The	European	Tour	was	established	by	the	British-based	Professional	Golfers'	Association	through	the	1970s,	and	responsibility	was	transferred	to	an	independent	PGA	European	Tour
organisation	in	1984.[2]	Most	tournaments	on	the	PGA	European	Tour's	three	tours	are	held	in	Europe,	but	starting	in	the	1980s	an	increasing	number	have	been	held	in	other	parts	of	the	world;	in	2015	a	majority	of	the	ranking	events	on	the	European	Tour	were	held	outside	Europe,	though	this	included	both	Majors	and	World	Golf	Championship
events	that	are	ranking	events	for	multiple	tours.	Europe-based	events	are	nearly	all	played	in	Western	Europe,	with	the	most	lucrative	of	them	taking	place	in	the	United	Kingdom,	Ireland,	Germany,	France	and	Spain.	The	PGA	European	Tour	is	a	golfer-controlled	organisation	whose	primary	purpose	is	to	maximise	the	income	of	tournament	golfers.
It	is	a	company	limited	by	guarantee	and	is	run	by	a	professional	staff	but	controlled	by	its	playing	members	via	a	board	of	directors	composed	of	12	elected	past	and	present	tour	players	and	a	tournament	committee	of	14	current	players.	The	Chairman	of	the	Board	is	Eric	Nicoli,	who	replaced	David	Williams	in	2023.[3]	The	chairman	of	the
tournament	committee	is	David	Howell.	The	PGA	European	Tour	is	the	lead	partner	in	Ryder	Cup	Europe,	a	joint	venture	also	including	the	PGA	of	Great	Britain	and	Ireland	and	PGA	of	Europe	that	operates	the	Ryder	Cup	Matches	in	cooperation	with	the	PGA	of	America.	The	PGA	European	Tour	has	a	60%	interest	in	Ryder	Cup	Europe,	with	each	of
its	junior	partners	holding	20%.[4]	In	June	2023,	it	was	announced	that	the	PGA	Tour,	LIV	Golf	and	the	European	Tour	would	merge	under	a	single	organisation.[5]	Professional	golf	began	in	Europe,	specifically	in	Scotland.	The	first	professionals	were	clubmakers	and	greenkeepers	who	also	taught	golf	to	the	wealthy	men	who	could	afford	to	play	the
game	(early	handmade	equipment	was	expensive)	and	played	"challenge	matches"	against	one	another	for	purses	put	up	by	wealthy	backers.	The	first	multi-competitor	stroke	play	tournament	was	The	Open	Championship,	which	was	introduced	in	1860.	Over	the	following	decades,	the	number	of	golf	tournaments	offering	prize	money	increased
slowly	but	steadily.	Most	were	in	the	United	Kingdom,	but	there	were	also	several	"national	opens"	in	various	countries	of	Continental	Europe.	In	1901,	The	Professional	Golfers'	Association	was	founded	to	represent	the	interests	of	professional	golfers	throughout	Great	Britain	and	Ireland,	and	it	was	this	body	that	ultimately	created	the	European
Tour.	As	the	tournament	circuit	grew,	in	1937	the	Harry	Vardon	Trophy	was	created	to	be	awarded	to	the	member	of	the	PGA	with	the	best	stroke	average	in	select	major	stroke	play	tournaments	of	the	season.	This	would	later	become	known	as	the	Order	of	Merit,	and	at	different	times	has	been	calculated	using	stroke	average,	a	points	system	and
money	earned.	Each	year	the	PGA	would	determine	which	tournaments	were	to	be	included	for	the	Order	of	Merit.	By	the	post-World	War	II	period	prize	money	was	becoming	more	significant,	with	sponsors	being	attracted	by	the	introduction	of	television	coverage,	and	as	such	it	was	becoming	more	feasible	for	professional	golfers	to	make	a	living	by
playing	alone.	In	the	United	States	a	formal	organised	tour,	which	later	became	known	as	the	PGA	Tour,	had	been	administered	by	the	PGA	of	America	since	the	1930s.	However	even	into	the	1960s	and	1970s,	the	majority	of	tournaments	in	Europe	were	still	organised	separately	by	the	host	golf	club	or	association,	or	a	commercial	promoter.	In	1972
The	Professional	Golfers'	Association	created	an	integrated	"European	tour"	with	the	inclusion	of	eight	major	tournaments	in	Continental	Europe	on	their	Order	of	Merit	schedule.	These	tournaments	were	the	French	Open,	which	was	first	included	in	1970;	the	Italian,	Spanish,	German	and	Swiss	Opens,	which	were	included	in	1971;	and	the	Dutch
Open,	the	Madrid	Open	and	the	Lancia	d'Oro	tournament,	which	were	included	for	the	first	time.[6]	As	such	the	1972	season	is	now	officially	recognised	as	the	first	season	of	the	PGA	European	Tour.	For	several	years,	the	British	PGA	and	continental	circuits	continued	to	run	separately,	each	with	their	own	Order	of	Merit.	Following	the	example	set	in
the	United	States,	and	having	been	threatened	with	a	breakaway,[7]	in	1975	the	PGA	agreed	to	amend	their	constitution	giving	the	tournament	side	more	autonomy	with	the	formation	of	the	Tournament	Players	Division.[8]	In	1977	the	Tournament	Players	Division	joined	with	the	Continental	Tournament	Players	Association	to	become	the	European
Tournament	Players	Division,[9][10][11]	and	the	following	year	it	was	agreed	with	the	European	Golf	Association	that	the	Continental	Order	of	Merit	would	be	discontinued.[12]	In	its	early	years	the	season	ran	for	six	months	from	April	to	October,	and	was	based	entirely	in	Europe,	mainly	in	Great	Britain	and	Ireland.	Over	the	next	three	decades	the
tour	gradually	lengthened	and	globalised.	The	first	event	held	outside	Europe	was	the	1982	Tunisian	Open.[2]	That	year,	there	were	27	tournaments	and	the	season	stretched	into	November	for	the	first	time.	In	1984,	the	PGA	European	Tour	became	independent	of	The	Professional	Golfers'	Association.	The	following	year,	the	tour	became	"all-
exempt"	with	the	end	of	pre-qualifying	for	tournaments.[13]	The	European	Tour	has	always	been	sensitive	to	the	risk	that	its	best	players	will	leave	to	play	on	the	PGA	Tour	for	many	reasons.	The	PGA	Tour	usually	offers	higher	purses	and	European	players	want	to	increase	their	chances	of	glory	in	the	three	majors	played	in	the	U.S.	by	playing	on
more	U.S.-style	courses	to	acclimate	themselves.	In	an	attempt	to	counter	this	phenomenon,	the	European	Tour	introduced	the	"Volvo	Bonus	Pool"	in	1988.	This	was	extra	prize	money	which	was	distributed	at	the	end	of	the	season	to	the	most	successful	players	of	the	year—but	only	golfers	who	had	played	in	a	high	number	of	the	European	Tour's
events	could	receive	a	share.	This	system	continued	until	1998,	after	which	renewed	emphasis	was	placed	on	maximising	prize	money	in	individual	tournaments.	In	1989,	the	tour	visited	Asia	for	the	first	time	for	the	Dubai	Desert	Classic.	By	1990,	there	were	38	events	on	the	schedule,	including	37	in	Europe,	and	the	start	of	the	season	had	moved	up
to	February.	A	first	visit	to	East	Asia	for	the	Tour	occurred	at	the	1992	Johnnie	Walker	Classic	in	Bangkok.	This	has	since	proven	to	be	one	of	the	most	notable	initiatives	in	the	history	of	the	tour,	as	East	Asia	is	becoming	almost	its	second	home.	Shortly	afterwards	the	tour	also	made	its	debut	in	the	former	Soviet	Bloc	at	the	1994	Czech	Open,	but
much	less	has	come	of	this	development	as	participation	in	golf	in	the	former	Soviet	region	remains	low	and	sponsors	there	are	unable	to	compete	financially	with	their	Western	European	rivals	for	the	limited	number	of	slots	available	on	the	main	tour	each	summer.	However,	the	second-tier	Challenge	Tour	has	visited	Central	and	Eastern	Europe
somewhat	more	frequently.	In	1995,	the	European	Tour	began	a	policy	of	co-sanctioning	tournaments	with	other	PGA	Tours,	by	endorsing	the	South	African	PGA	Championship	on	the	Southern	African	Tour	(now	the	Sunshine	Tour).	This	policy	was	extended	to	the	PGA	Tour	of	Australasia	in	1996,	and	most	extensively	to	the	Asian	Tour.	In	1998,	the
European	Tour	added	the	three	U.S.	majors	–	the	Masters	Tournament,	the	PGA	Championship	and	the	U.S.	Open	–	to	its	official	schedule.	The	leading	European	Tour	players	had	all	been	competing	in	them	for	many	years,	but	now	their	prize	money	counted	towards	the	Order	of	Merit	(a	year	later	for	the	Masters	Tournament),	which	sometimes
made	a	great	deal	of	difference	to	the	end-of-season	rankings.	The	following	year,	in	1999,	the	World	Golf	Championships	were	established	with	the	three	individual	tournaments,	also	offering	substantially	more	prize	money	than	most	European	events,	added	to	the	European	Tour	schedule.	Since	the	minimum	number	of	events	that	a	player	must	play
to	retain	membership	of	the	European	Tour	was	eleven,	the	addition	of	the	majors	and	WGCs	meant	that	players	could	potentially	become	members,	or	retain	membership,	of	the	tour	by	playing	just	four	other	events.	Players	such	as	Ernie	Els	and	Retief	Goosen	have	taken	advantage	of	this	to	play	the	PGA	and	European	Tours	concurrently.	For	the
2009	season,	the	minimum	number	of	events	required	for	members	was	increased	to	twelve;[14]	this	coincided	with	the	elevation	of	the	HSBC	Champions,	previously	a	European	Tour	event	co-sanctioned	by	three	other	tours,	to	World	Golf	Championships	status.	The	minimum	increased	to	13	in	2011,	but	beginning	in	2013	team	events	such	as	the
Ryder	Cup	and	Presidents	Cup	were	allowed	to	count	towards	the	minimum.[15]	In	2016	the	13-event	minimum	was	changed	to	five	events,	not	counting	the	four	majors	and	four	WGCs;[16]	while	this	change	did	not	affect	players	eligible	for	all	the	majors	and	WGCs,	it	made	it	easier	for	players	not	eligible	for	these	to	retain	European	Tour
membership	while	playing	a	full	PGA	Tour	schedule.	The	minimum	was	reduced	from	five	to	four	in	2018.[17]	In	November	2021,	the	tour	was	retitled	as	the	DP	World	Tour	as	part	of	a	sponsorship	agreement	with	Dubai-based	DP	World.[1]	In	November	2020,	the	tour	entered	into	a	"strategic	alliance"	with	the	PGA	Tour.[18]	As	part	of	the
agreement,	the	PGA	Tour	acquired	a	15%	stake	in	European	Tour	Productions,	the	Scottish	Open	gained	a	new	title	sponsor	and	became	co-sanctioned	by	the	PGA	Tour,	and	two	regular	PGA	Tour	tournaments	also	became	co-sanctioned	by	the	European	Tour:	the	Barbasol	Championship	and	the	Barracuda	Championship.[19]	There	was	also	a	new
sponsor	and	increased	prize	fund	for	the	Irish	Open.[20]	In	June	2022,	in	response	to	the	emergence	of	LIV	Golf,	the	tours	announced	that	the	PGA	Tour	were	increasing	their	stake	to	40%	and	further	changes	to	the	tour,	including	increased	prize	funds	and	leading	players	in	the	DP	World	Tour	Rankings	gaining	PGA	Tour	cards	for	the	following
season.[21]	The	European	Tour	is	considered	the	second	most	important	tour	in	men's	golf,	behind	the	United	States–based	PGA	Tour,	but	retains	significantly	higher	standing	than	other	leading	golf	tours	around	the	world.	This	status	is	reflected	by	the	minimum	world	ranking	points	available	in	each	tours	respective	tournaments,	and	prize	money
available.	The	total	prize	money	available	on	the	European	Tour	is	approximately	half	that	of	the	PGA	Tour.	However,	this	includes	the	majors	and	World	Golf	Championships,	which	are	the	most	lucrative	on	the	schedule,	so	the	difference	for	regular	tournaments	is	substantially	higher.	There	is	also	much	more	variation	in	prize	funds	between
tournaments	on	the	European	Tour	than	on	the	PGA	Tour.	Even	though	the	prize	funds	of	many	European	Tour	events	have	increased	rapidly	since	the	late	1990s,	especially	with	the	introduction	of	the	Race	to	Dubai	and	the	Rolex	Series,	on	occasion	the	European	Tour	has	failed	to	attract	as	many	leading	players	to	its	events	as	in	the	past,	with	even
some	of	the	top	European	players	staying	away.	For	many	players,	the	European	Tour	is	seen	as	a	stepping-stone	to	the	PGA	Tour.[22]	During	the	late	twentieth	century,	the	European	Tour	was	traditionally	the	first	overseas	move	for	outstanding	players	from	non-European	countries,	particularly	in	the	Commonwealth,	long	a	major	source	for	elite
golfers,	such	as	Greg	Norman,	Nick	Price	and	Ernie	Els.[23]	These	players	tended	to	move	to	the	PGA	Tour	as	a	second	step.	When	Continental	Europe	produced	its	first	global	golf	stars	in	the	1970s,	such	as	Seve	Ballesteros,	and	especially	when	Europe	began	to	notch	wins	over	the	United	States	in	the	Ryder	Cup	in	the	mid-1980s,	there	was
widespread	optimism	about	the	future	standing	of	the	European	Tour	relative	to	the	PGA	Tour.	This	has	ebbed	away	as	leading	players	continued	to	base	themselves	in	the	United	States	and	several	major	European	countries,	such	as	Germany	and	Italy,	have	not	regularly	produced	high-ranked	golfers,	as	was	formerly	anticipated.	Nonetheless,	the
number	of	European	countries	which	have	produced	winners	on	the	European	Tour	and	PGA	Tour	has	increased,	with	notable	golfing	depth	developing	in	the	Scandinavian	countries.	However,	since	the	late-1990s	more	young	golfers	from	around	the	world	are	starting	their	careers	directly	in	the	United	States,	often	having	attended	college	as
amateurs,	usually	with	golf	scholarships,	before	turning	professional.	Conversely,	some	young	American	players	have	sought	to	kick-start	their	professional	careers	in	Europe,	having	failed	to	qualify	for	either	PGA	Tour	or	its	development	tour.	For	example,	former	world	number	one	amateur,	Peter	Uihlein,	announced	in	December	2011	that	he	would
not	return	for	his	final	semester	at	Oklahoma	State	University	and	would	begin	professional	play	in	Europe	the	following	month,	both	through	sponsor's	exemptions	on	the	main	European	Tour	and	on	the	developmental	Challenge	Tour.[24]	It	is	a	route	that	has	been	successfully	followed,	most	notably	by	multiple	major	winner	Brooks	Koepka.[23]	It
has	been	claimed	that	the	finances	of	the	European	Tour	depend	heavily	on	the	Ryder	Cup.	Days	before	the	start	of	the	2014	Ryder	Cup,	American	golf	journalist	Bob	Harig	noted,In	simple	terms,	the	European	Tour	loses	money	in	non-Ryder	Cup	years,	makes	a	tidy	profit	in	years	the	event	is	played	in	the	United	States	(where	the	PGA	of	America,	not
the	PGA	Tour,	owns	the	event	and	reaps	the	majority	of	the	income),	and	then	hits	the	lottery	in	years	the	tournament	is	staged	in	Europe.	Earlier	this	year,	Golfweek	reported	that	the	European	Tour	made	more	than	14	million	pounds	in	pre-tax	profit	in	2010,	the	last	time	the	Ryder	Cup	was	staged	in	Europe.	A	year	later,	when	there	was	no	Ryder
Cup,	it	lost	more	than	2.2	million	pounds.[4]	Harig	also	added	that	the	PGA	European	Tour	extracts	significant	concessions	from	Ryder	Cup	venues.	The	owners	of	the	2006	and	2010	venues	(respectively	Sir	Michael	Smurfit	and	Sir	Terry	Matthews)	committed	to	hosting	European	Tour	events	at	their	venues	for	more	than	a	decade	after	winning
bidding,	and	guaranteed	the	purses	for	those	tour	events.[4]	Current	season:	2024	European	Tour	Since	2000,	with	the	exception	of	2012,	the	season	has	actually	started	late	in	the	previous	calendar	year,	but	the	seasons	are	still	named	by	calendar	year,	rather	than	for	example	2005–06,	which	would	reflect	the	actual	span	of	play.	All	of	the	events
up	until	late	March	take	place	outside	Europe,	with	most	of	these	being	co-sanctioned	with	other	tours.	From	then	on,	the	tour	plays	mainly	in	Europe,	and	the	events	in	its	home	continent	generally	have	higher	prize	money	than	those	held	elsewhere,	excluding	the	major	championships,	which	were	added	to	the	tour	schedule	in	1998;	three	individual
World	Golf	Championships	events,	added	the	following	year,	most	of	which	take	place	in	the	United	States;	and	the	HSBC	Champions,	elevated	to	World	Golf	Championships	status	in	2009.	There	are	generally	only	minor	variations	in	the	overall	pattern	from	one	year	to	the	next.	Occasionally	tournaments	change	venue,	and	quite	often	change	name,
particularly	when	they	get	a	new	sponsor,	but	the	principal	events	have	fixed	and	traditional	places	in	the	schedule,	and	this	determines	the	rhythm	of	the	season.	In	2009,	the	Order	of	Merit	was	replaced	by	the	Race	to	Dubai,	with	a	bonus	pool	of	US$7.5	million[25]	(originally	$10	million)	distributed	among	the	top	15	players	at	the	end	of	the
season,	with	the	winner	taking	$1.5	million[25]	(originally	$2	million).	The	new	name	reflected	the	addition	of	a	new	season	ending	tournament,	the	Dubai	World	Championship,	held	at	the	end	of	November	in	Dubai.	The	tournament	also	had	a	$7.5	million	prize	fund[25]	(originally	$10	million),	and	was	contested	by	the	leading	60	players	in	the	race
following	the	season's	penultimate	event,	the	Hong	Kong	Open.	The	winner	of	the	Race	to	Dubai	also	receives	a	ten-year	European	Tour	exemption,	while	the	winner	of	the	Dubai	World	Championship	receives	a	five-year	exemption.[26][27][28]	The	reduction	in	prize	money,	announced	in	September	2009,[25]	was	due	to	the	global	economic
downturn.	In	2012,	the	bonus	pool	was	reduced	to	$3.75	million	with	the	winner	getting	$1	million	and	only	the	top	10	golfers	getting	a	bonus.[29]	The	bonus	pool	was	increased	to	$5	million	in	2014	with	the	top	15	players	earning	part	of	the	pool.[30][31]	2019	saw	further	changes:	in	2018	the	top	10	finishers	on	the	Race	to	Dubai	shared	the	bonus
pool	of	$5	million,	but	as	of	2019	the	sum	was	split	between	only	the	leading	five	finishers.	Whoever	topped	the	standings	received	an	additional	$2	million	compared	with	the	$1.25	million	won	by	Francesco	Molinari	in	2018.	In	addition,	the	DP	World	Tour	Championship,	Dubai	was	cut	to	the	top	50	golfers	on	the	Race	to	Dubai	list,	the	prize	fund	was
kept	at	$8	million	but	the	winner's	share	was	increased	to	$3	million.	This	was	designed	to	increase	interest	and	player	participation	in	the	event.[32]	In	November	2021,	the	Race	to	Dubai	was	renamed	the	DP	World	Tour	Rankings	in	line	with	the	tour	being	retitled	as	the	DP	World	Tour.	However,	in	November	2022,	the	tour	announced	that	the
Rankings	would	be	reverted	to	the	Race	to	Dubai,	starting	from	the	2023	season.[33]	Main	article:	Rolex	Series	(golf)	For	the	2017	season,	the	European	Tour	launched	the	Rolex	Series,	a	series	of	events	with	higher	prize	funds	than	regular	tour	events.	The	series	began	with	eight	events,	each	with	a	minimum	prize	fund	of	$7	million.[34][35]	Main
article:	Harry	Vardon	Trophy	The	European	Tour's	money	list	was	known	as	the	"Order	of	Merit"	until	2009,	when	it	was	replaced	by	the	Race	to	Dubai.	It	is	calculated	in	euro,	although	around	half	of	the	events	have	prize	funds	which	are	fixed	in	other	currencies,	mainly	pounds	sterling	or	U.S.	dollars.	In	these	instances,	the	amounts	are	converted
into	euro	at	the	exchange	rate	for	the	week	that	the	tournament	is	played.	The	winner	of	the	Order	of	Merit	receives	the	Harry	Vardon	Trophy,	not	to	be	confused	with	the	Vardon	Trophy	awarded	by	the	PGA	of	America.	The	table	below	shows	the	top	10	career	money	leaders	on	the	European	Tour.	Due	to	increases	in	prize	money	over	the	years,	it	is
dominated	by	current	players.	The	figures	are	not	the	players'	complete	career	earnings	as	most	of	them	have	earned	millions	more	on	other	tours	(especially	the	PGA	Tour)	or	from	non-tour	events.	In	addition,	elite	golfers	often	earn	several	times	as	much	from	endorsements	and	golf-related	business	interests	as	they	do	from	prize	money.	Rank
Player	Prize	money	(€)	1	Rory	McIlroy	50,662,455	2	Lee	Westwood	38,825,014	3	Sergio	García	30,100,249	4	Justin	Rose	29,719,311	5	Henrik	Stenson	28,799,867	6	Pádraig	Harrington	28,039,965	7	Ernie	Els	27,532,921	8	Ian	Poulter	27,227,025	9	Jon	Rahm	27,101,756	10	Tommy	Fleetwood	26,937,546	As	of	10	December	2023.[36]	The	European
Tour	Golfer	of	the	Year	was	an	award	handed	by	a	panel	comprising	members	of	the	Association	of	Golf	Writers	and	commentators	from	television	and	radio.	The	award	was	created	in	1985	and	lasted	until	2020,	when	it	merged	with	the	Players'	Player	of	the	Year	award	in	2021.[37]	The	European	Tour	Players'	Player	of	the	Year	was	inaugurated	in
2008,	with	the	winner	being	determined	by	a	vote	of	tour	members.	In	2017	the	award	was	renamed	as	the	Seve	Ballesteros	Award	in	honour	of	the	legendary	Spanish	golfer.[38][39][40]	From	2021	onwards,	the	Seve	Ballesteros	Award	merged	with	the	Golfer	of	the	Year	award,	creating	one	singular	honour	voted	for	by	the	players.[37]	The	Sir	Henry
Cotton	Rookie	of	the	Year	award	is	named	after	the	English	three-time	Open	Champion	Sir	Henry	Cotton.	Originally	chosen	by	Henry	Cotton	himself,	the	winner	was	later	selected	by	a	panel	consisting	of	the	PGA	European	Tour,	The	Royal	and	Ancient	Golf	Club	of	St	Andrews	and	the	Association	of	Golf	Writers.	It	is	currently	given	to	the	rookie	who
places	highest	in	the	Race	to	Dubai.[41]	The	award	was	first	presented	in	1960,	and	thus	predates	the	official	start	of	the	tour	in	1972.[42]	There	have	been	five	years	when	no	award	was	made.	The	European	Challenge	Tour	Graduate	of	the	Year	was	inaugurated	in	2013	and	is	awarded	to	the	highest	ranked	player	in	the	Race	to	Dubai	who	graduated
from	the	Challenge	Tour	in	the	previous	season.[43]	Year	Player	of	the	Year	Rookie	of	the	Year	Graduate	of	the	Year	2024	Rory	McIlroy	(4)	Jesper	Svensson	2023	Adrian	Meronk	Ryo	Hisatsune	Daniel	Hillier	2022	Ryan	Fox	Thriston	Lawrence	No	award	2021	Jon	Rahm	(2)	Matti	Schmid	Year	Golfer	of	the	Year	Players'	Player	of	the	Year	Rookie	of	the
Year	Graduate	of	the	Year	2020	Lee	Westwood	(4)	Lee	Westwood	(2)	Sami	Välimäki	Antoine	Rozner	2019	Jon	Rahm	Jon	Rahm	Robert	MacIntyre	Robert	MacIntyre	2018	Francesco	Molinari	Francesco	Molinari	Shubhankar	Sharma	Erik	van	Rooyen	2017	Sergio	García	Tommy	Fleetwood	Jon	Rahm	Dylan	Frittelli	2016	Henrik	Stenson	(2)	Henrik	Stenson
(2)	Wang	Jeung-hun	Nacho	Elvira	2015	Rory	McIlroy	(3)	Rory	McIlroy	(3)	An	Byeong-hun	An	Byeong-hun	2014	Rory	McIlroy	(2)	Rory	McIlroy	(2)	Brooks	Koepka	Brooks	Koepka	2013	Henrik	Stenson	Henrik	Stenson	Peter	Uihlein	Justin	Walters	2012	Rory	McIlroy	Rory	McIlroy	Ricardo	Santos	No	award	2011	Luke	Donald	Luke	Donald	Tom	Lewis	2010
Martin	Kaymer	and	Graeme	McDowell	(shared)	Martin	Kaymer	Matteo	Manassero	2009	Lee	Westwood	(3)	Lee	Westwood	Chris	Wood	2008	Pádraig	Harrington	(2)	Pádraig	Harrington	Pablo	Larrazábal	2007	Pádraig	Harrington	No	award	Martin	Kaymer	2006	Paul	Casey	Marc	Warren	2005	Michael	Campbell	Gonzalo	Fernández-Castaño	2004	Vijay
Singh	Scott	Drummond	2003	Ernie	Els	(3)	Peter	Lawrie	2002	Ernie	Els	(2)	Nick	Dougherty	2001	Retief	Goosen	Paul	Casey	2000	Lee	Westwood	(2)	Ian	Poulter	1999	Colin	Montgomerie	(4)	Sergio	García	1998	Lee	Westwood	Olivier	Edmond	1997	Colin	Montgomerie	(3)	Scott	Henderson	1996	Colin	Montgomerie	(2)	Thomas	Bjørn	1995	Colin
Montgomerie	Jarmo	Sandelin	1994	Ernie	Els	Jonathan	Lomas	1993	Bernhard	Langer	(2)	Gary	Orr	1992	Nick	Faldo	(3)	Jim	Payne	1991	Seve	Ballesteros	(3)	Per-Ulrik	Johansson	1990	Nick	Faldo	(2)	Russell	Claydon	1989	Nick	Faldo	Paul	Broadhurst	1988	Seve	Ballesteros	(2)	Colin	Montgomerie	1987	Ian	Woosnam	Peter	Baker	1986	Seve	Ballesteros	José
María	Olazábal	1985	Bernhard	Langer	Paul	Thomas	1984	No	award	Philip	Parkin	1983	Grant	Turner	1982	Gordon	Brand	Jnr	1981	Jeremy	Bennett	1980	Paul	Hoad	1979	Mike	Miller	1978	Sandy	Lyle	1977	Nick	Faldo	1976	Mark	James	1975	No	award	1974	Carl	Mason	1973	Pip	Elson	1972	Sam	Torrance	1971	David	Llewellyn	1970	Stuart	Brown	1969
Peter	Oosterhuis	1968	Bernard	Gallacher	1967	No	award	1966	Robin	Liddle	1965	No	award	1964	1963	Tony	Jacklin	1962	No	award	1961	Alex	Caygill	1960	Tommy	Goodwin	Since	the	tour's	formation	in	1972,	there	have	been	five	Chief	Executives.	They	are	as	follows:[44]	John	Jacobs	(1972–1975)	Ken	Schofield	(1975–2004)	George	O'Grady	(2005–
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scoring	record.	There	was	Tiger's	return	to	the	game.	We	didn't	even	know	if	the	four-time	Masters	winner	could	chip	a	golf	ball	and	play	competitively	anymore,	but	he	surged	into	the	top	10	and	looked	nothing	like	the	embarrassing	wreck	from	earlier	in	the	week.	Tiger	ignited	the	crowd	on	Saturday	and	was	firing	darts	in	a	way	we	had	not	seen	in
several	years.	It	led	to	a	juicy	Tiger-Rory	McIlroy	Sunday	tee	time	at	Augusta.	And	they	weren't	the	only	big	names	playing	late	in	the	day	and	chasing	Spieth.	There	was	three-time	winner	Phil	Mickelson	finding	his	form	after	missing	the	Masters	cut	last	year	for	the	first	time	since	1997.	Mickelson	and	the	Augusta	crowds	have	a	longstanding	love
affair,	and	he	made	an	array	of	bomb	putts,	hole-outs,	and	wild	approaches	to	charge	at	Spieth	throughout	the	weekend.	But	Spieth	outclassed	all	those	superstars	and	at	21	with	a	green	jacket	and	a	pocketful	of	Masters	records,	he	now	joins	that	major	championship	company.	2015	Masters	Background	The	Masters	is	the	most	important	and
coveted	major	championship	in	golf.	It	has	a	relatively	short	history	compared	to	some	of	the	other	majors,	but	the	course,	club,	and	tournament	founded	and	created	by	Bobby	Jones	and	friends	has	ascended	to	the	most	prestigious	in	the	game.	Some	of	that	may	be	self-important	hype	and	the	upholding	and	imposing	of	their	traditions.	But	whatever
was	done	to	cultivate	the	Masters	and	make	it	what	it	is	today	worked.	There	are	a	few	players	from	across	the	pond	that	would	tell	you	they	most	want	an	Open	Championship	on	their	resume.	But	a	near-unanimous	majority	of	professionals,	if	they	could	choose,	all	want	a	Masters	title.	I	asked	Rickie	Fowler,	who	has	just	one	career	PGA	Tour	win,
quickly	and	simply	which	tournament	on	the	annual	schedule	he'd	want	to	win	most	--	and	without	hesitation,	he	said	he	wanted	a	green	jacket.	That's	the	prompt	response	you'd	get	from	almost	every	person	who	plays	golf	for	a	living.	That	the	Masters	is	the	only	non-rortating	major	in	golf	certainly	helps	its	status	as	the	most	important	event	of	the
year.	The	players,	patrons,	and	viewers	know	exactly	what	to	expect	because	of	all	those	traditions	we	hear	about	each	and	every	year.	We	know	the	course.	We	know	the	history.	We	have	the	memories	of	who	did	what	and	where	and	how	over	the	years.	The	perks	of	winning	are	incomparable,	and	that	was	in	full	this	week	when	Arnold	Palmer
sheepishly	discussed	just	how	emotional	he	got	during	Tuesday's	Champions	Dinner.	That	annual	tradition	gets	plenty	of	pre-tourney	hype,	but	Palmer	said	it	had	grown	a	bit	stale	and	boring.	Well	something	happened	in	the	room	this	week,	and	he	marveled	at	how	he	thought	the	entire	event	now	has	new	life.	He	felt	compelled	to	talk	to	the	younger
champions	through	tears	about	the	importance	of	the	dinner	and	all	that	comes	with	those	lifetime	perks	of	winning	a	green	jacket.	While	it	has	been	a	fascinating	and	eventful	preamble	off	the	course	this	week,	the	on-the-course	events	could	make	this	2015	Masters	one	of	the	best	ever.	We	are	certainly	set	up	for	it.	There's	Tiger	Woods,	returning	to
the	game	of	golf	after	his	self-imposed	hiatus	because	he	could	not	perform	the	basic	task	of	chipping	a	golf	ball	anymore.	Woods'	decision	to	come	back	at	the	Masters	made	many	cringe.	Augusta	has	some	of	the	tightest	lies	and	demands	some	of	the	most	precise	chips.	That	seemed	like	a	bad	place	to	figure	out	if	you	could	play	a	round	without
embarrassing	yourself.	But	Tiger	has	looked	like	a	professional	golfer	all	week	and	we've	not	seen	those	same	ghastly	chunk	shots	and	skulled	wedges	so	far.	He's	also	been	jovial	and	laid	back	all	week	--	hugging	everyone	in	sight,	joking	around	with	the	media,	and	even	bringing	his	kids	out	in	front	of	the	cameras	and	playing	the	Par-3	Contest	for
the	first	time	in	a	decade.	That	may	be	forced,	but	it's	good	to	at	least	have	Tiger	back	after	missing	2014	with	an	injury	and	we'll	undoubtedly	be	tracking	his	every	movement	during	the	tournament,	whether	it's	two	days	or	four	days	long.	Aside	from	Tiger's	return,	the	2015	edition	sets	up	to	be	one	of	the	greats	because	we	have	world	No.	1	Rory
McIlroy	playing	his	first	opportunity	to	complete	the	career	grand	slam.	There	are	only	five	players	who	have	done	that	in	the	Masters	era	--	Gene	Sarazen,	Ben	Hogan,	Gary	Player,	Jack	Nicklaus,	and	Tiger	Woods.	Jack	and	Tiger	have	done	it	three	times	over.	The	fourth	is	always	the	hardest,	and	there's	a	long	line	of	legends,	including	Palmer	and
Tom	Watson,	who	couldn't	get	the	last	leg.	McIlroy	is	just	25	years	old	and	should	have	at	least	20	more	Masters	to	try	and	join	those	elite	five	above.	But	given	some	of	his	recent	shakiness	at	this	venue,	and	the	fact	that	he	won	the	last	two	majors	played,	there's	a	ton	of	pressure	on	him	this	week	to	make	a	run.	Tiger	and	Rory	get	much	of	the	hype
and	will	throughout	the	first	few	rounds.	But	there's	an	ascendant	crop	of	talent	on	the	PGA	Tour	and	internationally	right	now	and	they're	all	fighting	for	elbow	room	and	a	career-defining	win.	Only	McIlroy	has	lower	odds	to	win	than	Jordan	Spieth,	last	year's	runner-up	who	is	making	just	his	second	career	start	at	Augusta.	Others	like	Rickie	Fowler,
Patrick	Reed,	Dustin	Johnson,	Jimmy	Walker,	Jason	Day,	and	Sergio	Garcia	have	all	looked	like	the	best	player	in	the	world	over	the	past	12	months	but	still	need	a	major	championship.	This	Masters	truly	feels	like	a	crossroads	with	Tiger	trying	to	get	back	in	the	fight	and	so	many	new	world	class	talents	joining	the	battle.	With	that	background,	here
are	some	of	nuts	and	bolts	of	this	2015	Masters.	The	Field	As	with	everything	else,	Augusta	National	has	their	own	approach	to	building	a	field.	It	is	significantly	smaller	than	all	the	other	majors,	which	push	out	150	or	more	players,	many	of	whom	are	open	qualifiers	or	PGA	pros	that	give	lessons	as	their	day	job.	The	Masters,	on	the	other	hand,
almost	never	exceeds	100	players.	The	field	has	not	hit	triple	digits	since	the	early	1960s	and	recent	threats	to	break	that	streak,	including	this	year,	had	Chairman	Billy	Payne	saying	the	club	may	review	their	exemption	process	again.	A	total	of	99	players	ended	up	qualifying	for	a	spot	in	the	Masters	but	we'll	start	the	tournament	with	a	97-man	field.
Tim	Clark	withdrew	last	week	with	a	nagging	elbow	injury.	Marc	Leishman	withdrew	the	day	before	the	tournament	started	to	be	with	his	wife,	who	was	recovering	from	an	illness	that	had	her	near	death	last	week.	There	are	19	methods	of	earning	a	spot	in	the	field.	Certain	methods	are	unique	just	to	the	Masters,	such	as	that	lifetime	invite	for
former	champions	and	the	seven	amateur	invitations	handed	out	and	held	up	in	such	esteem	as	an	homage	to	the	founder,	Bobby	Jones.	Amateurs	today,	of	course,	are	mostly	top	prospect	college	players	who	will	be	turning	pro	so	it's	a	different	phenomenon	even	if	that	Jones	ideal	is	still	propagated	all	around	Augusta.	This	is	not	an	especially	strong
amateur	class,	and	the	rookies	are	nothing	like	the	group	of	highly	world	ranked	talents	that	came	to	Augusta	for	the	first	time	last	year.	As	for	former	winners	with	a	chance	to	get	another	jacket,	the	class	of	that	group,	and	maybe	the	entire	field,	is	the	defending	champ.	Bubba	Watson	has	such	a	natural	advantage	here	being	both	a	long	hitter	and
lefty.	Augusta	sets	up	favorably	for	a	right-to-left	ball	flight,	and	so	Bubba	can	just	hammer	that	power	fade.	He	also	played	well	again	throughout	the	first	quarter	of	the	year,	so	he's	got	some	form	and	rolling	into	Augusta	in	much	the	same	way	he	did	last	year.	Bubba	is	one	of	19	green	jacket	winners	playing	this	year.	Here's	a	full	field	list	and
breakdown	of	how	each	player	earned	that	invite	to	the	2015	Masters.	The	Course	Is	there	much	explanation	needed	here?	What	makes	the	Masters	so	special	is	that	so	many	of	the	holes,	pin	positions,	hazards,	and	scenery	are	instantly	recognizable.	The	front	nine,	which	still	wasn't	permitted	by	the	club	to	be	shown	on	TV	until	the	mid-90s,	is
starting	to	become	more	familiar	terrain.	But	it's	the	back	nine	that	everyone	knows	and	loves.	The	steep	downhill	10th	that's	been	the	scene	of	so	many	playoff	endings.	The	brutal	par-4	11th	that	doesn't	let	you	come	close	to	aiming	at	the	flag	and	starts	Amen	Corner.	The	12th,	a	short	little	hole	that's	the	most	famous	par-3	in	the	world.	The	13th,
which	presents	almost	every	player	in	the	field	with	an	eagle	opportunity	and	a	chance	to	make	a	move	on	Sunday.	The	difficult	par-4	14th,	which	has	one	of	the	most	extreme	putting	surfaces	on	the	course.	The	amazing	par-5	and	par-3	pairing	of	the	15th	and	16th,	where	David	Feherty	and	Verne	Lundquist	bring	us	home	and	call	so	much	of	the
insanity	and	leaderboard	movement	that	occurs	there.	One	after	another,	we	know	what	to	expect	and	have	these	landmarks	from	so	many	Masters	past.	The	course	has	taken	on	some	water	this	week,	so	scores	may	be	low	for	some	of	the	rounds	but	you	know	it	will	be	in	perfect	condition.	Here's	a	complete	hole-by-hole	guide	to	the	most
recognizable	course	in	America.	First	round	highlights	and	results	Rising	star	Jordan	Spieth	fired	an	opening	round	8-under,	64	at	Augusta	to	take	the	lead	in	just	his	second	Masters.	Spieth	led	by	three	shots	after	Thursday's	round,	ahead	of	Jason	Day,	Ernie	Els,	Charley	Hoffman	and	Justin	Rose.	Spieth's	round	of	64	was	just	one	off	the	tournament
course	record	at	Augusta	National.	Here	are	a	few	other	highlights	from	the	opening	round:	Arnold	Palmer	kicked	things	off	at	the	2015	Masters	with	this	ceremonial	tee	shot.	Phil	Mickelson	eagled	the	par-5	8th	after	a	laser	fairway	wood	approach	from	262	yards.	Tiger	pulled	off	a	brilliant	and	violent	looking	cut	shot	around	the	trees	on	No.	7.
Jordan	Spieth	stole	the	show.	Second	round	highlights	and	results	For	the	second	straight	round,	Spieth	finished	the	day	on	top	of	the	leaderboard,	taking	a	5-shot	lead	into	Saturday's	third	round.	Spieth	recorded	a	6-under	66	on	Friday	and,	in	the	process,	set	the	36-hole	Masters	scoring	record	at	14-under	130.	Here	are	a	few	other	highlights	from
the	second	round:	Padraig	Harrington	warmed	up	Friday	with	Happy	Gilmore	swings.	Jim	Furyk	got	an	awful	bounce	off	the	flagstick	at	No.	12.	Dustin	Johnson	set	a	Masters	record	with	three	eagles	in	a	single	round.	Ben	Crenshaw	made	an	emotional	exit	from	the	Masters.	Third	round	highlights	and	results	Jordan	Spieth	stayed	strong	atop	the
leaderboard	following	a	third-round	70,	pushing	him	to	16-under	for	the	tournament.	Spieth's	round	on	Saturday	gave	him	a	4-shot	cushion	heading	into	the	final	18.	The	chasing	pack	included	major	champions	Justin	Rose	(12-under),	Phil	Mickelson	(11-under),	and	a	charging	Rory	McIlroy	and	Tiger	Woods	(both	at	6-under).	Here	are	a	few
other	highlights	from	the	third	round:	The	Tiger	Woods	vs.	Sergio	Garcia	rivalry	was	renewed,	but	went	off	without	incident	at	Augusta.	Tiger	Woods	caught	fire	and	looked	like	vintage	Tiger	at	the	start	of	his	round.	Tiger	let	the	curses	and	his	club	fly	after	a	horribly	hooked	tee	shot	on	No.	13.	Phil	Mickelson	calls	his	shot	on	an	approach	to	No.	15.
Final	round	highlights	and	results	It	was	the	Jordan	Spieth	show	on	Sunday	as	he	wrapped	up	the	green	jacket	without	major	issue.	Spieth	was	nails	when	he	needed	to	be.	He	never	really	provided	an	opening	for	a	loaded	group	of	chasers	on	the	first	page	of	the	leaderboard.	Here	are	a	few	other	highlights	from	the	final	round:	Spieth	ties	Tiger's
record	and	wins	$1.8	million.	A	sweaty	Spieth	struggles	to	slide	into	his	new	green	jacket.	Tiger	Woods	hurt	his	wrist,	but	still	finished	a	solid	week	at	the	Masters.	The	11	best	things	we	found	Sunday	at	Augusta.	Leaderboard	The	18-under	270	ties	a	Masters	record	perviously	thought	unreachable.	Here	are	the	full	results	from	the	rest	of	the	field:
Place	Player	Score	Round	1	Round	2	Round	3	Round	4	Total	1	Jordan	Spieth	-18	64	66	70	70	270	T2	Phil	Mickelson	-14	70	68	67	69	274	T2	Justin	Rose	-14	67	70	67	70	274	4	Rory	McIlroy	-12	71	71	68	66	276	5	Hideki	Matsuyama	-11	71	70	70	66	277	T6	Ian	Poulter	-9	73	72	67	67	279	T6	Paul	Casey	-9	69	68	74	68	279	T6	Dustin	Johnson	-9	70	67	73	69
279	T9	Hunter	Mahan	-8	75	70	68	67	280	T9	Zach	Johnson	-8	72	72	68	68	280	T9	Charley	Hoffman	-8	67	68	71	74	280	T12	Rickie	Fowler	-6	73	72	70	67	282	T12	Ryan	Moore	-6	74	66	73	69	282	T12	Bill	Haas	-6	69	71	72	70	282	T12	Kevin	Streelman	-6	70	70	70	72	282	T12	Kevin	Na	-6	74	66	70	72	282	T17	Sergio	Garcia	-5	68	74	71	70	283	T17	Tiger
Woods	-5	73	69	68	73	283	T19	Henrik	Stenson	-4	73	73	70	68	284	T19	Louis	Oosthuizen	-4	72	69	71	72	284	21	Russell	Henley	-3	68	74	72	71	285	T22	Mark	O'Meara	-2	73	68	77	68	286	T22	Keegan	Bradley	-2	71	72	75	68	286	T22	Patrick	Reed	-2	70	72	74	70	286	T22	Bernd	Wiesberger	-2	75	70	70	71	286	T22	Angel	Cabrera	-2	72	69	73	72	286	T22
Ernie	Els	-2	67	72	75	72	286	T28	Steve	Stricker	-1	73	73	73	68	287	T28	Morgan	Hoffmann	-1	73	72	72	70	287	T28	Webb	Simpson	-1	69	75	72	71	287	T28	Jason	Day	-1	67	74	71	75	287	T28	Jonas	Blixt	-1	72	70	70	75	287	T33	Jamie	Donaldson	E	74	71	76	67	288	T33	Ryan	Palmer	E	69	74	74	71	288	T33	Chris	Kirk	E	72	73	72	71	288	T33	Sang-Moon	Bae
E	74	71	72	71	288	T33	Brooks	Koepka	E	74	71	71	72	288	T38	Jimmy	Walker	1	73	72	74	70	289	T38	Danny	Willett	1	71	71	76	71	289	T38	John	Senden	1	71	74	72	72	289	T38	Seung-yul	Noh	1	70	74	72	73	289	T38	Adam	Scott	1	72	69	74	74	289	T38	Bubba	Watson	1	71	71	73	74	289	T38	Cameron	Tringale	1	71	75	69	74	289	T38	Charl	Schwartzel	1	71
70	73	75	289	T46	Matt	Kuchar	2	72	74	72	72	290	T46	Lee	Westwood	2	73	73	70	74	290	48	Geoff	Ogilvy	3	74	70	73	74	291	T49	Anirban	Lahiri	4	71	75	74	72	292	T49	Jason	Dufner	4	74	71	74	73	292	51	Erik	Compton	5	73	72	74	74	293	T52	Darren	Clarke	6	74	71	77	72	294	T52	Graeme	McDowell	6	71	74	76	73	294	54	Vijay	Singh	7	75	70	79	71	295	55



Thongchai	Jaidee	9	75	70	80	72	297	Did	Not	Make	Cut	T56	Bernhard	Langer	3	73	74	T56	Jim	Furyk	3	74	73	T56	Shane	Lowry	3	75	72	T56	James	Hahn	3	73	74	T56	Mikko	Ilonen	3	74	73	T56	Luke	Donald	3	75	72	T56	Gary	Woodland	3	71	76	T56	Stephen	Gallacher	3	71	76	T56	Matt	Every	3	73	74	T56	J.B.	Holmes	3	76	68	T56	Brandt	Snedeker	3	74	73
T67	Ben	Martin	4	74	74	T67	Billy	Horschel	4	70	78	T67	Branden	Grace	4	75	73	T67	Brian	Harman	4	76	72	T67	Camilo	Villegas	4	72	76	T67	Joost	Luiten	4	76	72	T73	Ian	Woosnam	5	75	74	T73	Padraig	Harrington	5	72	77	T73	Victor	Dubuisson	5	74	75	T73	Corey	Conners	5	80	69	T77	Sandy	Lyle	6	74	76	T77	Byron	Meth	6	74	76	T77	Jose	Maria	Olazabal
6	79	71	T80	Kevin	Stadler	7	77	74	T80	Thomas	Bjorn	7	72	79	T80	Larry	Mize	7	78	73	T80	Brendon	Todd	7	80	71	T80	Miguel	Jimenez	7	78	73	T80	Antonio	Murdaca	7	78	73	T80	Martin	Kaymer	7	76	75	T87	Matias	Dominguez	8	76	76	T87	Tom	Watson	8	71	81	T89	Trevor	Immelman	9	76	77	T89	Fred	Couples	9	79	74	91	Robert	Streb	12	80	76	T92	Scott
Harvey	13	76	81	T92	Bradley	Neil	13	78	79	T92	Ben	Crane	13	79	78	95	Gunn	Yang	15	85	74	96	Mike	Weir	19	82	81	97	Ben	Crenshaw	32	91	85


