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This completely revised and updated version of Anthony Giddens' Sociology, now in its fifth edition, offers an unparalleled introduction to students new to the subject a lucid, lively, authoritative and original. Written by one of the world’s leading sociologists, this comprehensive textbook manages to be clear, accessible, and devoid of jargon, but
without oversimplifying complex debates. Previous editions of Sociology have opened up new horizons by introducing avant-garde debates such as the impact of globalisation into an introductory text. This fifth edition remains a state-of-the-art textbook, with fresh and engaging materials. The fifth edition, while covering all the central themes of
sociology, also includes a large amount of new and substantial material, to introduce students to the most recent sociological debates. The book interweaves classical and contemporary theories and data and provides a wide range of everyday examples with which students can easily relate. The fifth edition also makes use of: A™" New discussions on
global inequality, disability, aging and life course, risk, network society and terrorism, as well as many other additional and updated topics. A"A- Numerous teaching aids in each chapter, such as summary points, questions for further reflection and additional reading suggestions, which help to strengthen students' knowledge. High-quality additional
resources on a dedicated website, including a comprehensive instructor’s manual and additional student aids, all specially designed to stimulate student learning and critical thinking. The fifth edition of this classic textbook is an ideal teaching textbook for university and university courses, and will be an essential reading for all students looking for an
engaging, authoritative and easy-to-follow introduction to sociology.Visit the accompanying website: English sociologist (born 1938) The Right HonourableThe Lord GiddensGCIH MAEGiddens in 2004BirthAnthony Giddens (1938-01-18) 18 january 1938 (at 83) London, EnglandOther surnamesTony GiddensTitleDirector of the London School of
Economics (1996-2003) Political PartyLabourist Academic ContextAlma materUniversity of HullLondon School of EconomicsKingas College, CambridgeThesesSport and Society in Contemporary (1961) Academic ConsultantsDavid LockwoodInfluenze Ulrich Beck Cornelius Castoriadis Noam Chomsky Wilhelm Dilthey Axmile Durkheim Norbert Elias
Michel Foucault Sigmund Freud Erving Goffman JA144rgen Habermas Claude LA©vi-Strauss Niklas Luhmann Karl Marx Robert K. Merton Talcott Parsons Alfred SchA144tz Max Weber Academic ActivitiesDisciplineSociologyPoliticsSociologySocial theory InstitutionsUniversity of LeicesterKingas College, CambridgeLondon School
EconomicsDottorandiNigel EconomicsDottorandiNigelThe Society's Constitution (1984) The Third Way (1998) Ideas worthy of note Double hermeneutics of the structure theoryTerza Vialnfluenzato Margaret Archer Stephen R. Barley Zygmunt Bauman Helen A. Berger[1] Tony Blair Colin J. McInnes[2] Wanda Orlikowski Jeffrey Weeks[3] Alexander
Wendt Anthony Gidden GCIH MAE (born January 18, 1938) is a sociologist He is considered one of the most important modern sociologists and is the author of at least 34 books, published in at least 29 languages, which publish on average more than one book per year. In 2007, Giddens was included as the fifth author of books more author of books in
the humanistic field.[4]1[5] He has academic assignments in twenty different universities worldwide and has received numerous honorary degrees.[6] In his academic life you can find four famous stages. The first was to outline a new vision of what is sociology, presenting a theoretical and methodological understanding of this field based on a critical
reinterpretation of classics. His main publications of that era include Capitalism and Modern Social Theory (1971) and The Class Structure of Advanced Societies (1973). In the second phase, Giddens developed the theory of structuring, an analysis of the agency and the structure in which no primacy is granted to either. His works of that period, such
as New Rules of Sociological Method (1976), Central Problems in Social Theory (1979) and The Constitution of Society (1984), brought him international fame in the sociological arena. The third phase of Giddens' academic work involved modernity, globalization and politics, in particular the impact of modernity on social and personal life. This stage
is reflected in its criticism of postmodernity and in the discussion of a new «utopian-realist»[7] Third Way in politics, visible in the consequences of modernity (1990), Modernity and Self-Identity (1991), The transformation of intimacy (1992), Beyond right and left (1994) and La Terza Via (1998). Giddens’ ambition was to review social theory and
review our understanding of the development and trajectory of modernity. In the most recent phase, Giddens addressed his attention to a series of more concrete problems related to the evolution of world society, i.e. environmental issues, focusing in particular on the debates on climate change, analyzed in the later editions of his book The Politics of
Climate Change (2009); the role and nature of the European Union in Turbulent and Mighty Continent (2014); and in a series of conferences and speeches also the nature and consequences of the digital revolution. Giddens was Director of the London School of Economics from 1997 to 2003, where he is now Professor Emeritus at the London School
of Economicsof Sociology. He is a life companion of King’s College in Cambridge.[8] Biography Born on 18 18In 1938, Giddens was born in Edmonton, London, and grew up in a low-middle-class family, the son of a London Transport employee. He attended the Minchenden Grammar School.[9] He was the first member of his family to go to university.
Giddens earned a degree in sociology and joint psychology from the University of Hull in 1959, followed by a master’s degree from the London School of Economics under the supervision of David Lockwood and Asher Tropp.[10] He received a PhD from Kingas College, Cambridge. In 1961, Giddens began working at the University of Leicester, where
he taught social psychology. In Leicester, considered one of the foundations of English sociology, he met Norbert Elias and began to work on his theoretical position. In 1969, Giddens was appointed to the University of Cambridge, where he later participated in the establishment of the Committee for Social Sciences and Politics (SPS). Giddens worked
for many years in Cambridge as a bellow of Kingas College and was promoted to full professorship in 1987. Co-founder of Polity Press (1985). From 1997 to 2003 he was Director of the London School of Economics and a member of the Advisory Board of the Institute for Public Policy Research. He was also Tony Blair’s advisor. It was Giddensas
political approach that guided Blairas political idea. He has been an active participant in British political debates, supporting the centre-left Labour Party with appearances and media articles (many of which appeared in the New Statesman). In June 2004, he was given the title of Baron Giddens of Southgate in Enfield, London[11] and sits in the
House of Lords for the Labour Party. He is the recipient of many academic honours (see below). Work Giddens at the Zero Emission Resource Organisation 2011 Conference Overview Giddens, author of over 34 books and 200 articles, essays and reviews, has contributed and written on the most important developments in the field of social sciences,
with the exception of design and research methods. He has written commentaries on most of the most important schools and figures and has used most of the sociological paradigms in both micro and macro sociology. His writings range from abstract and metatheoretical problems to very straightforward textbooks and “on the ground” for students.
His textbook, Sociology (9th edition, Polity), has sold more than one million copies.[12][13] Finally, it is also known for its interdisciplinary approach. Giddens commented on developments not only in sociology, but also in anthropology, archaeology, psychology, philosophy, history, linguistics, economics, social work and, more recently, political
science. Considering his knowledge and works, much of his life’s work can be considered as a form of great synthesis of sociological theory. Nature of Sociology First 1976, most of Giddens' writings offered critical comments on a wide range of writers, schools and traditions. Giddens took aagainst the then dominant structural functionalism
(represented by Talcott Parsons) and criticizing evolutionism and historical materialism. In “Capitalism and Modern Social Theory” (1971), he examined the work of Max Weber, EAjmile Durkheim and Karl Marx, arguing that, despite their different approaches, each was concerned about the link between capitalism and social life. Giddens emphasized
the social constructs of power, modernity, and institutions, defining sociology as such: “the study of the social institutions created by the industrial transformation of the last two or three centuries”. In New Rules of Sociological Method (1976), whose title alludes to Durkheim’s Rules of Sociological Method of 1895, Giddens tried to explain how this
should be done. sociology and address a long-standing gap between theorists who give priority to the macro-level studies of social lifeA!A!A! Looking at the general picture of the micro-level society, what everyday life means for individuals. In New Rules, he noted that the functionalist approach invented by Durkheim considered society as a reality in
itself, not reducible to individuals. He rejected Durkheim’s positivistic sociological paradigm, which tried to predict the functioning of societies, ignoring meanings as understood by individuals[14]. Giddens observed: “Society has only one form, and that form only affects people, to the extent that the structure is produced and reproduced in what
people do”.[15] Giddens contrasted Durkheim with Weber’s approach to “interpretive sociology”, which focuses on understanding the meaning of the term. agency and motivations of individuals. Giddens is closer to Weber than to Durkheim, but in his analysis he rejects both approaches, arguing that while society is not a collective reality, the
individual should not be considered the central unit of analysis.[14] Rather, he uses the logic of the hermeneutic tradition of interpretive sociology. to support the importance of agency in sociological theory, arguing that human social actors are always to some extent aware of what they do. The social order is therefore the result of some pre-planned
social actions, not an automatic evolutionary response. Unlike natural scientists, sociologists must interpret a social world already interpreted by the actors who inhabit it. According to Giddens, there is a duality of structure whereby social practice, the main unit of investigation, has both a structural and an agency component. The structural
environment limits individual behavior, but also makes it possible. It also notes the existence of a specific form of social cycle. Once sociological concepts are formed, they spill into the everyday world and change people’s way of thinking. Because social actors are reflective and control the flow of activities and structural conditions, they adapt their
actions to the evolution of their knowledge. As a result, knowledge of social sciencesmodify human activities. Giddens defines the double hermeneutics as this relationship at two levels, interpretative and dialectical, between social scientific knowledge and human practices. Giddens also stressed the importance of power, which is a means to achieve
ends, and thus is directly involved in the actions of each person. Power, the transformative ability of people to change the social and material world, is strongly shaped by knowledge and space-time[16]. In his New Rules, Giddens wrote:[17] Sociology is not about a predetermined universe of objects, the universe is constituted or produced by the
active actions of subjects. The production and reproduction of the company must therefore be considered as a work of competence of its members. The realm of human action is limited. Individuals produce society, but they do so as historically situated actors, and not under conditions of their own choosing. Structures must be conceptualized not only
as constraints to human action, but also as enabling factors. Structuring processes involve a play of meanings, norms and powers. The sociological observer cannot put social life at the disposal of observation, regardless of the fact that he draws on his knowledge as a resource to investigate it. Immersion into a life form is the only necessary means by
which an observer is able to generate such characterizations. So sociological concepts obey a double hermeneutics. In summary, the primary tasks of sociological analysis are: Hermeneutical explanation and mediation of divergent life forms within the descriptive metalanguages of the social sciences. Explanation of the production and reproduction of
society as a completed result of human action. Structuring Learn more: Structuring Theory Giddens' Structuring Theory examines the question of whether individuals or social forces shape our social reality. It avoids extremist positions, arguing that people, while not completely free to choose their actions and having limited knowledge, are still the
body that reproduces the social structure and leads to social change. His ideas are echoed in the philosophy of modernist poet Wallace Stevens, who suggests living in tension between the forms we assume as the world acts upon us and the ideas of order our imagination imposes upon the world. Giddens writes that the link between structure and
action is a fundamental element of social theory, structure and agency are a duality inseparable from each other and his main argument is contained in his expression duality of structure. At a basic level, this means that people build society, but at the same time they are bound by it. The layout and structure cannot be Separately, since structures are
created, maintained and modified by actions, whereas actions take a meaningful form only through of the structure. The causality line runs in both directions making it impossible to determine what is changing what. In Giddens' own words from New Rules, he states: “[S]ocial structures are both constituted by human action, and at the same time they
are the very means of this constitution”.[18] In this regard, Giddens defines structures as consisting of rules and resources involving human action. Therefore, rules limit actions and resources make it possible. He also differentiates between systems and structures. Systems show structural properties, but they are not structures per se. He observes in
his article Functionalism: aprA’s la lutte (1976) that “to examine the structure of a social system means to examine the ways in which this system, through the application of rules and generative resources, is produced and reproduced in social interaction”[18]. This process of structures producing and reproducing systems is called structuring. For
Giddens, the systems here mean “the localized activities of human agents”[18] (The Society’s Constitution) and “the structuring of social relations in space-time”[18] (ibid.). Structures are thus “sets of rules and resources from which individual actors draw in the reproductive practices of human agents”[18] (ibid.). social systems”[19] (Politics,
Sociology and Social Theory) and “systems of rules and generative sets, involved in the articulation of social systems”[18] (Constitution of the Society), existing virtually “out of time and out of space”[18] (New Rules). Structuring means, therefore, that the relationships formed in the structure can exist outside of time and space. In other words,
regardless of the context in which they are created. An example is the relationship between a teacher and a student. When they meet in another context, for example on the street, the hierarchy between them is still preserved. The structure can act as a constraint to action, but it also allows action by providing common frameworks of meaning.
Consider the example of language: the structure of language is represented by the rules of syntax that exclude certain combinations of words.[14] However, the structure also provides rules that allow new actions to arise, allowing us to create new and meaningful phrases.[14] Structures should not be conceived as “simply constraints on the Giddens
suggests that structures (traditions, institutions, moral codes, and other sets of expectations) are generally fairly stable, but they can be changed, mostly because of the unwanted consequences of action when people start ignoring, replacing, or reproducing them differently. Actors or agents apply the social rules appropriate to their culture, those
which they have learned through the and experience. These rules and resources are used in social interactions. The rules and means used in this way are notbut are applied reflexively by competent actors, although the awareness of actors may be limited to the specifics of their activities at any time. Therefore, the outcome of the action is not entirely
predictable. The connections between micro and macro Structuration are very useful in the synthesis of micro and macro. On a micro scale, an inner sense of self and individual identity, consider the example of a family where we are increasingly free to choose our partners and how to relate to them that creates new opportunities even more work as
the relationship becomes a reflective project that needs to be interpreted and maintained. At the same time, this micro-level change cannot be explained just by looking at the individual level as people have not spontaneously changed their minds about how to live and we cannot assume that they were directed to do so by social institutions and the
state. On a macro scale, one of the state and social organizations such as the capitalist multinationals takes the example of globalization, which offers vast new opportunities for investment and development, but crises - such as the Asian financial crisis - can affect the whole world, spreading far beyond the local environment in which they first
developed and influenced individuals.. A serious explanation of these issues must be found somewhere within the network of macro and micro forces. These levels should not be treated as unrelated and actually have a significant relationship with each other. [14] To illustrate this report, Giddens discusses changing attitudes towards marriage in
developed countries. [20] He argues that any effort to explain this phenomenon only in terms of micro or macro level causes would involve a circular cause and consequence. Social relations and visible sexuality (micro-level change) are linked to the decline of religion and the rise of rationality (macro-level change), but with changes in the laws
relating to marriage and sexuality (macro) and also, changes caused by different practices and changing attitudes at the level of daily life ( micro). Practices and attitudes in turn can be influenced by social movements (e.g. women'’s liberation and egalitarianism), a macro-scale phenomenon. However, movements usually grow from the grievances of
everyday life & a microscale phenomenon. [14] All this is increasingly linked to the mass media, one of our main information providers. The media does not simply reflect the social world but actively shape it, being central to modern reflexivity. [14] In Media, Gender and Identity, David Gauntlett writes: The importance of the media in propagating
many modern lifestyles should be obvious. ... The range of lifestyles a or style ideals life a4 offered by the media may be limited, but at the same time it is usually broader than what we would expect to “buy” in everyday life. Thus the media in modernity offers possibilities and and diversity, but also offers narrow interpretations of some roles or
lifestyles, depending on where you look. [14] Another example explored by Giddens is the emergence of romantic love which Giddens (The Transformation of Intimacy) links with the rise of self-identity narrative, stating: “Romantic love has introduced the idea of a narrative into an individual’s life”.[21] Although the history of sex clearly demonstrates
but passion and sex are not modern phenomena, the romantic love speech is said late is. Romanticism, Europe’s macro-cultural cultural movement of the 18th and 19th centuries, is responsible for the emergence of the novel, a relatively early form of mass media. The increasing literacy and popularity of novels have transformed into the traditional
lifestyle and the romantic novel proliferated the ideal romantic life story stories on a micro-level, giving romantic love an important and recognized role in the marriage-type relationship. Consider also the transformation of intimacy. Giddens argues that intimate social relationships have become democratized so that the bond between partners, even
within a marriage, does not have to do with laws, regulations or external social expectations, but is instead based on internal understanding between two people, a trusting bond based on emotional communication. When such a bond ceases to exist, modern society is generally happy for the relationship to be dissolved. Thus, we have “a democracy of
emotions in daily life” (Mondo di Rientro, 1999).[15] A democracy of emotions, the democratization of daily life, is an ideal, more or less approximated in the different contexts of daily life. There are many societies, cultures and contexts where it remains far from reality, where sexual oppression is a daily phenomenon. In The Transformation of
Intimacy, Giddens introduces the notion of plastic sexuality - sexuality liberated from an intrinsic link with reproduction and thus open to innovation and experimentation.[22][23] What was once open only to the elite becomes generalized with the advent of mass contraception. how sexuality and identity become much more fluid than in the past.
These changes are part and parcel of broader transformations involving self and self-identity. Inevitably, Giddens concludes that all social change comes from a mixture of micro- and macro-level forces. Self-identity Giddens says that in the post-traditional order self-identity is reflective. It is not a quality of a moment, but instead a story of a person’s
life. Giddens writes: A person’s identity is not found in behavior, nor a important even if it is 4 in the reactions of others, but in the ability to maintain a particular narrative. The biography of the individual, if you want to keep regular with others in the day-to-day world, can not be totally fetitive. It must continually integrate events that occur inworld,
and order them into the ongoing “history” about the self.[24] Today more than ever, we have access to information that allows us to reflect on the causes and consequences of our actions. At the same time, we are faced with dangers linked to the unintended consequences of our actions and to our reliance on expert knowledge. We create, maintain
and review a series of biographical narratives, social roles and lifestyles - the story of who we are and how we got to where we are now. We are increasingly free to choose what we want to do and who we want to be, even though Giddens argues that wealth gives access to more options. However, greater choice can be both liberating and troubling.
Liberating in the sense of increasing the likelihood of self-fulfilment and disruption in the form of increased emotional stress and the time needed to analyze the choices available and minimize the risks of which we are increasingly aware, which Giddens summarizes as production uncertainty. While in previous traditional societies we would have been
provided with that narrative and social role, in post-traditional society we are usually forced to create one ourselves. As Giddens says, “What to do? How to behave? Who to be? These are central questions for all those who live in conditions of late modernity “and to which, at one level or another, all of us respond, both with discourse and with
everyday social behavior”.[25] Modernity Giddens' recent work has addressed the question of what characterizes social institutions at various points in history. Giddens agrees that there are very specific changes marking our present age. However, he argues that this is not a postmodern era, but rather an “era of radicalized modernity”[26] (similar to
Zygmunt Bauman'’s concept of liquid modernity), produced by the extension of the same social forces that shaped the previous era. However, Giddens distinguishes between pre-modern, modern and late-modern societies and does not dispute the existence of major changes, but takes a neutral stance towards such changes, saying it offers
unprecedented opportunities and unprecedented dangers. He also points out that we have not really gone beyond modernity, since it is only a late modernity developed, detraditionalized and radicalized. Thus, the phenomena that some have called postmodern are for Giddens nothing but the most extreme instances of a developed modernity.[14]
Together with Ulrich Beck and Scott Lash, he argues the term reflective modernization as a more accurate description of the processes associated with the second modernity, since it opposes in its version. This is not the case, but rather the case, of opposing traditionalism by endangering the institutions it has created, such as the nation state,
political parties or political parties. nuclear family. Giddens focuses on the contrast between traditional (pre-modern) culture and post-traditional (modern) culture. In traditional, traditional societies,Actions need not be widely thought out because the choices available are already determined (by custom, traditions, and so on).[14] On the contrary, in
post-traditional society people (actors or agents) are far less concerned than precedents established by previous generations and have more choices, due to flexibility. of the law and of public opinion. [14] However, this means that individual actions now require more analysis and thought before they are taken. Society is more reflective and aware,
something Giddens is fascinated by, illustrating it with examples ranging from state governance to intimate relationships. [14] Giddens examines in particular three realms, namely the experience of identity, intimacy, and political institutions. [14] According to Giddens, the most definite property of modernity is that we are disembedded by time and
space. In pre-modern societies, space was the area in which one moved and time was the experience one had while moving. In modern societies, the social space is no longer confined by the boundaries established by the space in which it moves. Now you can imagine how other spaces look like even if you have never been there. In this regard,
Giddens talks about virtual space and virtual time. Another distinctive property of modernity is found in the field of knowledge. In pre-modern societies, it was the elders who possessed knowledge as they were definable in time and space. In modern societies, we have to rely on expert systems. These are not present in time and space, but we must
trust them. Even if we trust them, we know that something could go wrong as there is always a risk we have to take. Even the technologies we use, which turn constraints into means, hold the risks. As a result, there is always a strong sense of uncertainty in contemporary societies. It is also in this regard that Giddens uses the image of a juggernaut
as modernity is said to be like an inexorable juggernaut traveling through space. Humanity tries to guide it, but as long as modern institutions with all their uncertainty last, then we will never be able to influence its course. Uncertainty can be handled reembedding of expert systems in facilities to which we are accustomed. Another characteristic is
the greater reflexivity, both at the level of individuals and at the level of institutions. The latter requires an explanation as in modern institutions there is always a component that studies the institutions themselves in order to improve its effectiveness. This greater flexibility has been enabled as language has become increasingly abstract with the
passage from pre-modern to modern societies, becoming institutionalized in universities. It is also in this regard that Giddens speaks of double hermeneutics as every action has two interpretations. is the actor himself, the other investigator trying to make sense of the action he is watching. However, the actor running performsThe action can know
the interpretation of the investigator and then change his interpretation or his own line of action. According to giddens, this is why positive science is never possible in social sciences, since whenever a researcher tries to identify causal sequences of action, actors can change their line of action. However, the problem is that conflicting views in social
sciences lead to a disinterest of people. For example, when scientists disagree on the greenhouse effect, people withdraw and deny the existence of a problem. Therefore, the more sciences expand, the more uncertainty there is in modern society. In this regard, the colossus become even more impenetrable, as giddens states: while emancipation
policy is a policy of life opportunities, life policy is a policy of lifestyle. The policy of life is the policy of a reflexive order mobilized “the system of late modernity” which, at an individual and collective level, radically changed the existential parameters of social activity. It is a self-actualization policy in a reflexively ordered environment, in which
reflectivity connects itself and body to global systems. ... life policy concerns political issues that arise from self-realization processes in post-traditional contexts, where globalizing influences deeply imply in the reflective project of the ego and, vice versa, where processes of self-realization influence global strategies.[27] in a contemporary critique of
historical materialism, giddens concludes:[18] there is no general mechanism necessary for social change, no universal engine of history as the class conflict. There are no universal, or periodic stages of social development, which are excluded from intersocietal systems and “time-space” (the incessant presence of hexogenic variables) as well as from
human action and intrinsic historicity of societies. societies have no different needs than individuals, so concepts such as adaptation cannot be properly applied. Pre-capitalist societies are divided into classes, but only with capitalism there are class societies in which there are endemic class conflicts, separation between political and economic
spheres, freely alienated property as capital and the "free" labor and labor market. While the class conflict is an integral part of capitalist society, there is no teleology that guarantees the emergence of the working class as a universal class, nor an ontology that justifys the denial of the multiple foundations of modern society represented by capitalism,
industrialization, bureaucracy, surveillance and industrialization of war. sociology, as a subject with thefaces a reflective reality. Third Way See also: Third Way In the era of late and reflective modernity and post-scarcity economics, political science is changing. Giddens points out that a possibility that the “politics of life” (the policy of self-
actualization) may become more visible than the “emancipative politics” (the policy of inequality); that the new social movements may bring about more social changes than political parties; and that the reflective self-project and changes in sexual and gender relations may to lead the way through the “democratisation of democracy” to a new era of
mass “democratic dialogue” in which differences are established. [18] Relying on his previous familiar themes of reflexivity and integration of the system, which puts people in new relationships of trust and dependence between themselves and their governments, Giddens argues that left and right political concepts are now collapsing due to many
factors, most notably the lack of a clear alternative to capitalism and the lack of a social and economic outlook. ellipse of class-based political opportunities in favour of those who rely on lifestyle choices. Giddens moves away from explaining how things are at the most demanding attempt at advocacy on how they should be. In Beyond Left and Right
(1994), Giddens criticizes market socialism and builds a six-point framework for a reconstituted radical policy:[18] Repairing damaged solidarity. Recognize the centrality of the politics of life. Accept that active trust implies a generative policy. It embraces dialogue democracy. Think of the welfare of the state. Deal with violence. The Third Way: The
Renewal of Social Democracy (1998) provides the framework within which the Third Way, also referred to by Giddens as a radical center,[28] is justified. In addition, The Third Way provides a wide range of policy proposals aimed at what Giddens calls the “progressive centre-left” in British politics. According to Giddens: “[T]he general purpose of
third way policy should be to help citizens guide their way through the major revolutions of our time: globalization, transformations in personal life and our relationship with nature. [18] Giddens remains quite optimistic about the future of humanity: “There is not a single agent, group or movement which, as Marx’s proletariat had to do, can bring the
hopes of humanity, but there are many points of political engagement which offer a good cause for optimism. “[18] Giddens discards the possibility of a single, complete ideology or political program without duality of structure. Instead, claims to go after the small pictures, those people can directly affect their home, workplace or local community. To
Giddens, this is a difference between useless utopia and useful utopian realism[7] which defines how to foresee “alternative futures whose very propagation could help them to realise”[18] (The Consequences of Modernity). By utopian, it means that is something new and extraordinary, and for realistic underlines that this idea is rooted in existing
social processes and can be as their simple extrapolation. Such a future has at its centre a more socialized, dismilitarized and attentive world order on the planet, articulated in various ways within the green, feminine and pacifist movements and within the wider democratic movement[18]. The Third Way was not only an abstract theory work, but
influenced a series of centre-left political parties around the world in Europe, Latin America and Australasia[29]. Although close to New Labour in the United Kingdom, Giddens dissociated from many of the interpretations of the Third Way in the sphere of daily politics. For him, it was not a question of succumbing to neoliberalism or the rule of
capitalist markets. [30] It was a question of overcoming both market fundamentalism and traditional socialism from above to below to assert the values of the centre-left in a globalized world. He argued that “the regulation of financial markets is the most urgent issue in the world economy” and that “the overall commitment to free trade depends on
effective regulation rather than a dispensation from the need for it”[31]. In 1999, Giddens published the BBC's Reith Lectures on the theme of the world on the run, later published as a book with this title.[20] The aim was to make known the concept and implications of globalization to a secular public. He was Reith's first lecturer in different parts of
the world[32] and the first to respond directly to emails received while speaking. The conferences were held in London, Washington, New Delhi and Hong Kong and had an answer from the local audience. Giddens received the Asturias Prize for Social Sciences in 2002.[33] The prize was called the Spanish Nobel Prize, but goes well beyond the
scientific sphere. Other winners of that year’s award were Woody Allen,[34] the inventor of the World Wide Web Tim Berners-Lee[35] and conductor Daniel Barenboim.[36] Giddens and Chelsea Clinton at the London School of Economics in 2001 During two visits to Libya in 2006 and 2007, organized by the consulting firm Monitor Group based in
Boston, Giddens met Muammar Gheddafi. Giddens refused to comment on the financial compensation received[37]. The Guardian reported in March 2011 that the Libyan government hired Monitor Group as a public relations advisor. Monitor Group would receive £2 million in exchange for a “cleaning campaign” to improve the image of Libya. In a
letter sent to Abdullah Senussi, a high Libyan official in July 2006, Monitor Group reported the following: We will create a network map to identify significant figures committed or interested in Libya today. ... We will identify and encourage journalists, academics and contemporary thinkers who will haveto publish articles and articles on Libya. ... We
are pleased that, after a series of conversations, Lord Giddens has accepted our invitation to visit in July[37] Giddens' first visit to Libya led to the publication of articles on New Statesman, El Pais and La Repubblica,[37] where he claimed that the country had been drastically transformed. In the New Statesman wrote: “The reversal of Gaddafi may
have been partly guided by the desire to escape sanctions, but I have the strong feeling that it is authentic and that there is a great driving force behind it. Saif Gheddalfi is a driving force of rehabilitation and potential modernization of Libya. Gheddafi Sr, however, authorizes these processes."[37] During the second visit, the monitoring group
organized a group of three thinkers (Giddens, Gheddafi and Benjamin Barber, author of Jihad against McWorld) chaired by Sir David Frost[38]. Giddens noted his meetings with Gaddafi as such: “We usually get about half an hour with a political leader.” Remember also the following: "My conversation lasts more than three. Gaddafi is relaxed and
clearly enjoys an intellectual conversation. He loves the term "third way" because his political philosophy is a version of this idea. It makes many smart and perceptive points. I go animated and encouraged." [citation required] Theory of reflectivity Giddens introduces reflectivity and information society the collection of information is considered a
habitual process for greater protection of the nation. The collection of information is known as the concept of identification. Individuality comes as a result of the identification as people are given more informed choices. More information the government has on a person, more rights are granted to citizens. The process of collecting information helps
the government identify state enemies, identifying suspected individuals to plot activities against the state. The advent of technology has brought national security to a completely new level. Historically, the military counted on the force ammunited to face threats. With the development of ICT, biometric scans, linguistic translation, real-time programs
and other related intelligent programs have made the identification of terrorist activities much easier than before. The analysis of algorithmic patterns in biometric databases provided new leads to the government. Data on citizens can be collected through identification companies and credentials verification. Therefore, surveillance and ICT go hand
in hand with the collection of information. In other words, the collection of information is necessary as rigorous safeguards for the protection of the nation, avoiding imminent attacks. Living in a high-risk society and opportunities Giddens has successfully pursued the theme of globalization in recent years. He sees the growing interdependence of
world society as a push not only byintegration of the world economy, but above all by enormous advances in communications[39]. As he noted when he delivered the BBC Reith Lectures shortly before the turn of the century,[32] the Internet was in childhood. However, now it has expanded completely unprecedentedly, connecting people and
organizations around the world to everyday level, as well as deeply invading daily life. militias of people have access to it and numbers are growing every day. [40] an increasingly interconnected and wired world offers many benefits and benefits, but also involves new risks, some of global proportions. in the xxi century, job opportunities and risk
combine as never before. giddens refers to the global emergence of a "high opportunity, high-risk society." [41] both at the level of opportunities and risk we are in human ground have never explored before. we do not know in advance what balance is, because many of the opportunities and risks are quite new, as we cannot trace the past history to
evaluate them. climate change is one of those new risks. no other civilization before the advent of modern industrialism has been able to intervene in nature even a fraction of the measure we do daily. climate change has been reported in some of the giddens books since the mid-1990s, but it has not been discussed for a long time until the publication
of its work the politics of climate change in 2009. [42] giddens says that climate change is a fundamental threat to the future of industrial civilization, as it spreads around the world. Since this is the case, he asks why they are countries around the world to do so little to counter his advance. many reasons are involved, but the first is the historical
novelty of human climate change induced. no previous civilization has intervened in nature remotely similar to what we do today at the level of everyday. We have no prior experience in dealing with this problem and above all one of this global scale, or the dangers it poses. Those dangers appear so abstract and are at some point indefinite in the
future. the paradox of giddens consists of the following theorem. We are probably out of responding adequately to climate change until large unequivocally connected disasters occur, but since then it would be too late, because we have no way to reverse the accumulation of greenhouse gases that is leading the transformation of the world climate.
some of these gases would be in the atmosphere for centuries. in his last work, giddens returned to the theme of the European Union, discussed in 2007 in his book Europe in the global era[43] and in a diversity of articles. in turbulent and mighty continents: what future for Europe?,[44] discusses the probable future of the European Union in the
wake of the financial crisis of 2007-2008. giddens writes as a committed pro-European, but accepts that fundamental reforms should be made if unionYou must avoid stagnation or worse. The advent of the euro introduced economic federalism among the countries of the eurozone and thus to the European Union as a whole. It must follow some form of
political federalism, albeit limited. Reforms must provide qualities that are absent from much of the EU’s history, but which are now needed for its future, such as flexible and rapid leadership, accompanied by greater democratic participation by citizens. However, he also pointed out that the European Union “could still sink, or even disintegrate, the
result of a chain reaction of circumstances that the member states are unable to control”.[44] In December 2014, Turbulent and Mighty Continent received the European Book Prize, awarded by a jury composed of members of the European Parliament and the Council. from different countries[45]. In recent years, while continuing to pursue some of
the central themes of his previous work, he has been concerned about the impact of the Digital Revolution on global society and on everyday life.[46] This revolution, he argues, should not be identified only with the advent of the Internet, however extraordinary. Rather, the Digital Revolution is a massive wave of change around the world, driven by
the interrelationship between the Internet, robotics and supercomputers. It’s an enormous algorithmic power “available to billions of people who already own a smartphone” that connects the other two. Giddens sees the pace and global scope of this revolution as unprecedented in human history, and we are probably just beginning.[47] Many see the
digital revolution as a primary source of infinite diversity and as an action to dissolve pre-existing institutions and ways of life. Giddens points out that since the beginning it has also been linked to power and big structures. It is deeply linked to American global power and has physical form, as is the case with global satellite systems, underground
cables and supercomputer concentrations. GPS has its origins in the super-power rivalry between the United States and what was then the Soviet Union. The digital universe is also funded by mass advertising and expresses the dominance of large companies in the global economy. The Digital Revolution is an important part of Giddens' recent concern
about the emergence of a high-risk and opportunity society.[48] For example, the advent of such a revolution promises fundamental advances in key areas of medicine. New threats and new problems abound, both in our daily lives and in the larger institutions of our societies.[49] Scientists can communicate directly with each other around the world.
The supercomputer and genetics overlap allows instantaneous decoding of genetic structures, promising enormous advances in the fight against major diseases. Medical practice is likely to be transformed by remote sensing and other digital innovations. At the same time, the digital revolution overlaps with the violence and war, pervasive and
dangerous. Military drones are just one example of the ongoing involvement of Digital Digital with war. The emergence of developments in artificial intelligence seems to push such changes towards a new phase of social transformation, whose contours remain vague at the moment, but they certainly seem very deep. Supercomputers are becoming
increasingly powerful in terms of capacity to manage huge amounts of data, while quantum computers, with even greater processing capacity, are protruding on the horizon. At the same time, artificial neural networks can think innovatively progress quickly. There is a worldwide debate on how artificial intelligence can match, or even overcome,
human intellectual abilities. Artificial and geopolitical intelligence, says Giddens, are converging again "while the circle of change returns to its point of origin". [50] Meanwhile, China is investing resources in further development of artificial intelligence and currently owns the most advanced supercomputer in the world. Giddens was a member of the
Committee for Artificial Intelligence of the House of Lords, which reported in April 2018.[51] The committee presented a number of proposals for reforms to be implemented not only in the United Kingdom but potentially even on a wider scale. These should take place within a common ethical framework that guides the intervention of governments
and the same digital corporations. The power of digital mega-enterprises must be reduced and subjected to democratic governance, however challenging and problematic. Artificial intelligence should be developed for the common good. It should follow the principles of transparency and fairness and should never have the autonomous ability to harm
human operators. The main transnational nations and agencies should endeavour to ensure that these principles are incorporated into their own codes and practices and applied at a transnational level. The fear is that a arms race of artificial intelligence can develop as countries strive to take a leading role both in artificial intelligence in general and
in its application to weapons of various kinds. In a very publicized speech held in 2017, Russian President Vladimir Putin observed progress in artificial intelligence that “anyone who will become the leader in this field will become the ruler of the world”.[52] If a race to the advantage is seen among the great powers, the concerns of ethics and security
risk disappearing in the race to the advantage, aggravating the tensions and tensions already visible in the international order. Honours Giddens was appointed Baron Giddens of Southgate in the London district of Enfield[53] and sits at the House of Lords for the Labour Party. He was elected a member of the Academia Europaea in 1993.[54] He is
also a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Academyof Social Sciences.[55][56] In 1999 he was awarded the Grand Cross of the Order of Prince Henry. Enrico.by the Portuguese Government. [57] Giddens received the Prince of Asturias Prize for Social Sciences in 2002.[58] In June 2020 Giddens received the Chair and the
Arne Naess Award at the University of Oslo, Norway, as a recognition for his contribution to the study of environmental issues and climate change. The chair's previous holders include James Lovelock, David Sloan Wilson and Eva Joly. He also obtained more than 15 honorary degrees in various universities, including those recently obtained by
Jagiellonian University (2015), University of South Australia (2016), Goldsmiths, University of London (2016) and Lingnan University (2017).[62][64] Here is a selection of some of his most important works: Giddens, Anthony (1971) Capitalism and modern social theory: an analysis of Marx's writings, Durkheim and Max Weber. Cambridge: Cambridge
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