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The stoat is part of the mustelid family, a group which also contains otters, badgers and ferrets, among other mammals. Larger than the weasel and considered particularly aggressive, stoats weigh less than 260 grams (9 oz). This gives them impressive agility and speed to add to their ferocity. In fact, stoats are capable of taking on and defeating prey
twenty times heavier than themselves. Stoats are distributed around the northern areas of the Eurasian and North American continents, living in steppes and wooded alpine areas at low altitudes. They are not endangered animals, but they have been hunted and farmed for their fur.Undoubtedly fascinating and cute, some have wondered can you have
a stoat as a pet? With AnimalWised, we look in detail with our guide to pet stoats, providing guidelines and tips to help you know what to do. Contents The attraction to keeping stoats as pets is obvious when we look at them. Their cuteness and similarities to other companion animals makes us think they might be similarly suitable living companions.
This is especially so when we see their close resemblance to ferrets, a domesticated member of the mustelid family. When we see stoats in action, we can have an idea of their behavior. It is this behavior makes them inappropriate pets.Also known as ermines or short-tailed weasels, stoats are very active animals. They have a lot of energy and can
move like lightening, running in and out of small spaces with great ease. Stoats are also very aggressive. This is to do with natural territoriality. For both males and females, the area they consider home will be protected at all costs. Even though we may let them into our homes, they will consider it their territory.This aggressiveness will result in
physical attack. Stoats have various levels of aggressive behavior, but they will bite when threatened. As wild animals which have not been domesticated, this will happen a lot. Although they feel soft to the touch, petting them isn't easy without having some significant bites.Stoats are fierce carnivorous animals, specialized in biting the back of their
prey's neck until they draw blood, regardless of whether it's a rabbit or an eagle. The stoat will cling to the back of the attacked animal, as the victim usually won't be able to reach them no matter if they have paws, claws or wings. Eventually, the wound will widen until the blood flow is unstoppable.Since stoats can attack large animals twice their
size, they can easily take down dogs and cats which are much larger than they. Since keeping stoats as pets is rare, records of them attacking humans are rare. However, attacks on young babies and seniors have been reported[1]. Cats have a greater chance of survival than dogs against stoat attacks. Mustelids can't climb, and cats can often reach
the back of their necks with their claws - something that dogs don't find as easy.The threat to other animals and even humans in the home can be serious, so you will need to keep it in consideration. Stoats will need plenty of space to run around for their own health, so if you cannot do this safely with other animals, it is not advised you keep them as
pets. If you like the idea of keeping a pet stoat, check out our article on ferrets as pets. They meet very similar criteria, but are more domesticated and better suited to the home.Stoats are not only inappropriate pets, they are considered one of the most aggressive animals in the world. We strongly advise against adopting stoats as pets. Not only for
the behavioral reasons we mention above, but there aren't any stoat breeding centers that we're aware of. It is not uncommon to confuse mink farms with stoat farms, but minks are a different mustelid species. When you do find stoats for sale, they are usually illegally captured wild specimens. If you buy one, you'll be promoting illegal and harmful
wildlife trade.It is not legal to keep stoats as pets in the USA. In fact, some states also ban ferrets and similar mustelid species. One reason is that these animals are considered a seriously invasive species. When irresponsible owners abandon them, they can have a seriously detrimental effect on the local ecosystem.However, it's not uncommon to find
orphaned stoats. This happens for various reasons, such as when the baby stoat gets lost or the mother dies. In these cases it is lawful to save the small kit and take it in for care. However, you will need to contact a wildlife recovery center. They will explain the immediate needs of the animal and how to meet them. They will also advise on whether
they can take them in to eventually return them to the wild.Before picking up a young stoat, you need to wait for them to call their mother. If she doesn't appear after a certain amount of time, you should take it upon yourself to save the life of the orphaned stoat.Learn more about keeping pets and the law with our article asking is it illegal to leave a
dog home alone overnight? When you discover an abandoned stoat, the main priority will be feeding the kit milk for stoats and ferrets to hydrate and satiate them. If the stoat kit already has some teeth, you'll have to supplement their diet with tiny pieces of meat, such as slices of turkey or chicken.Even if you find a baby stoat and introduce them to
humans from a young age, they are not likely to become good pets. While you may be able to accustom them to humans thanks to imprinting from a young age, they will never be domesticated since this is a process which takes many generations. Their aggressive, territorial and solitary nature means they will be difficult to look after and will not want
to spend much time with you.It is much better for the stoat to live in the wild. This is why wildlife recovery centers will be able to help reintroduce them, unless they are considered an invasive species in the area.Learn about another mammal which makes a poor pet, although for different reasons, with our article on deer as pets. There are more than
30 subspecies of stoat, but you can put them into two categories if we generalize:Cold climate stoats:have two types of colorings, as they molt their fur. During the winter, cold-climate stoats turn completely snow-white, except for the tip of their tail, which remains black. When they are white, stoats are more likely to be called ermines. During the
summer, cold-climate stoats are a cinnamon color from head to tail, except for the black tip, and an ivory white on their underside.Temperate climate stoats: keep their summer coat all year round and they never turn white. As may be expected, their silky layer of fur becomes denser and warmer during the winter months. Wild stoats are essentially
carnivorous, although they will consume berries every once in a while. Stoats prey on insects, small and large birds, rabbits, hares, rats and mice and frogs. In fact, a stoat is very opportunistic and will attack almost any prey that crosses their path, as long as they have a chance at success. As we have explained, keeping a stoat as a pet is extremely
challenging at best. Giving them an appropriate diet at home will be difficult and managing their feeding requires expertise. This is why animal rehabilitation centers should care for stoats, since they have the resources and knowledge to meet the strict demands of the stoat. If you've had a pet stoat since they were very young it might be possible to
get them to relate to a dog or a cat, but it is likely you will have problems. Stoats are solitary animals once they mature, so they will not want to play with your other companion animals and are likely to cause trouble. As we have explained, stoats will see almost any other animal as prey, resulting in possible attacks.With other animals, you'll find it
difficult to get a pet stoat to stop looking at your frightened parakeet or canary as prey. Their appetizing look will draw the preying stoat like a magnet. As we said, stoats can't climb, but they can jump very high and they are perfectly capable of catching birds. Their dexterity and tenacity means they could even open a birdcage or similar animal
housing in the right circumstances.If the stoat has been captured as an adult you will never manage to tame them. They will become a very dangerous guest for you, your family members and your pets. Don't adopt a stoat as a pet, but let them live in freedom. This is the same with other so-called exotic pets such raccoons and coatis.Keeping stoats as
pets is part of a larger trend of a desire to keep wild animals as pets. The problems with this impetus are explained in our video below: If you want to read similar articles to Can You Have a Stoat as a Pet?, we recommend you visit our What you need to know category. References Related articles anonymous 12/12/2023 would a stoat kill a ferret? I
think the stoat would win they are way more vicious than ferrets and ferrets are extremely soft to cats and dogs, but on the other hand, the ferret hunts down large rats and is bigger than the stoat, except they are both quite a decent size for battle and ferrets are capable and flexible and are as just as fast as the stoat. would a stoat kill a mink? I do
not read about stoats and minks. would a stoat kill a weasel? I don't read about stoats and weasels. fun fact: stoats eat porcupines Administrador AnimalWised 05/04/2024 It is possible a stoat could kill a ferret. It may be more likely since stoats are generally considered more predatory. This is especially so if the ferret is tame. However, it would
depend on the individual circumstances. They are both predators that can kills animals of each other's equivalent size. Roger Cook 31/10/2021 Wikipedia says that stoats CAN climb and they raid nests. Oops...... tatum 28/02/2022 did u know Wikipedia could be lieing because people can change what it says so it might be fake Someone just looking for
info 02/07/2021 I'm just wondering how much they cost since they are legal to own as a pet in Canada Administrador AnimalWised 09/07/2021 Hi, It may depend on what region you live, but you will need to check the bylaws. For example, in Toronto it is illegal to keep any mustelid animal as a pet with the exception of ferrets. Regardless, as the
article explains, they are not ideal pets. Douglas j Gray 03/06/2021 We live in an area where rats and squirrels tend to do lots of damage to gardens, and I can understand both the temptation to want to get a stoat to release into the environment, as well as the reasons why it is not advisable to do so. I was just wondering in general if you have any
further advice on introducing predators for squirrels and rats. We tried Los Angeles County's feral cat program twice, but the cats disappeared. Administrador AnimalWised 04/06/2021 Hi Douglas, You should never introduce animals into your local area. It is something which needs to generally be avoided. It is only done by local wildlife authorities
who can best determine the effect it will have on a given ecosystem (even then it is not a guarantee). If you have a problem with local fauna, you will need to contact your local wildlife service. Revenge 05/04/2021 How do I buy a stoat without it being illegally captured. Barbara E Watt 28/02/2021 how much? Emma 22/02/2021 How big does a stoat
cage need to be?? Please help if u know Administrador AnimalWised 23/02/2021 Hi Emma, As the article argues, stoats are not pets. In fact, they are illegal in most countries. If you have found a stoat and are able to trap them humanely, you should take them to your local animal services or wildlife rehabbers who will be able to give them the care
they need. Genetics 17/03/2021 I'll turn you in if I ever find out you are imprisoning a stoat ! DON'T DO IT ! tatum 28/02/2022 OMG i have a little sister named emma franky 23/08/2022 little Einsteins nigel Taylor 27/12/2020 Thank you for your email about stoats as pets since I took one in after 3 weeks it found a way out of my house and yard before
I tried to re-home it and has gone back to the wild I hope it will survive thank you for your help Nigel in egremont Cumbria Administrador AnimalWised 02/02/2021 You're welcome Nigel! Nigel Taylor 16/09/2020 Hi last week I found a what I thought was an albino pet ferret in my back yard at night in Cumbria I've been trying to get help I now think it
might be a albino stoat it's very friendly I either need it renowned or set free is there albino stoats in the wild of Cumbria and would it survive in the wild if it's an escaped pet . Thank you regards Nigel Taylor . Administrador AnimalWised 18/09/2020 Thanks for the comment and good luck with looking after the animal! journey henry UwU 16/12/2020
May i have da stoat? ik im only 9 but me want a stoat because they're so cute is it still there? lance 11/02/2020 were can I buy a stoat for the cheapest and for it to be the tamest. Administrador AnimalWised 12/02/2020 Hi Lance, Please read this article where we advise against keeping a stoat as a pet. However, if you like the idea of a mustelid as a
pet, ferrets have been domesticated and there are many ferrets looking to be homed in animal rescue shelters. Unfortunately, we cannot advise on a given specific location, but if you contact your local animal authority, they will point you in the right direction. Mandy 20/09/2019 Yea so we have this stout named Weasle moved in with us and our two
large country dogs last year.yea that’s right,the little wild pain in the butt just made himself at home..we get along fine with him despite his all night partying except one thing.He destroys my garden..why when he isn’t eating it.He pulled all the tomatoes off the plant and made a pile of the leaves. Annette 17/08/2019 We had a stoat 11 years in our
kitchen, we adopt them when he was just 1-2 days old - 20gramms and blind for 10 days. At first: stoats can clim very very good! I think the best climbing-animal I saw in my life. And yes, it is difficulty to have a stoat as a pet. We never let it together with our cat, better for both. And yes, it is also not so nice for visitor which doesn 't like to get bite
from a rappid fur flush : ) I could play with him very good ( the first year I played about an hour a day), I could touch him and he never bites me, but other people, they found it not so amuseing. And we tryed to teach him to do his business in a cat litter, we tryed, but often he did his business not in his place. But we had a very good time and we miss
him. Chris Wright 20/12/2018 You may want to re-examine your comment about a Stoat attack on a cat or dog and the cat having a better chance of survival. Most dogs would be to big for a Stoat, and a cat stands no chance in that the Stoat is much much fasert and agile, and unbelievably vicious. Allen 05/07/2018 Your advice seems sound and I
would not have one as a pet. However, would like to have wild stoats on our wooded property. I saw one once (winter/white coat) and didn't see any ground squirrels for some time after. I like ground squirrels but there are so many of them and rabbits--they are out of balance. Anywhere I can get a breeding pair to let out in the woods? Or, would this
be a bad idea? Administrador AnimalWised 06/07/2018 Hi Allen, We can understand why it would be lovely to have new fauna introduced to your local area, observing happy animals in the wild is always a pleasure. However, we need to advise you against this for many reasons. Firstly, you cannot predict what will happen to a local ecosystem when
you introduce a new animal to it. When an animal is introduced by local authorities it is researched as much as possible and considerable tests are carried out to see if it would be a good idea. Even with this, it is impossible to completely predict what might happen. Stoats can also be vicious hunters, so you need to be extra careful. Also, it is likely to
be illegal. If you have a local wildlife authority near you to whom you can speak, you might be able to suggest it to them. They will be the ones who can determine whether it is a good idea, but bear in mind, it probably won't be. We're sorry if this is a disappointing answer, but thank you for asking the question and we hope we have provided some
food for thought. Rose 08/08/2019 This is the threat New Zealand faces from stoats as an invasively introduced pest. We've lost several of our native bird species to stoats - they are considered a massive risk here and basically a "kill on sight" pest (Upsetting as that may be, we have no natural land predators, and a massive variety of birds, who are
very vulnerable to rats/stoats/possums) I hope this maybe informs any decision you may want to or have made. Archangel 09/06/2018 If anyone asks for a Stoat, just give them a Ferret, they will never know the difference. Anthony Baker 26/05/2018 No - the weasel, not the stoat, is the smallest mustelid Jose Martinez 03/05/2018 I would love to
purchase one can you send me some shipping prices Administrador AnimalWised 04/05/2018 Hi Jose, Thank you for your question. We actually strongly advise not purchasing a stoat as they are illegally captured wild animals. However, attached is a link on adopting Ferrets as pets, which we recommend is a better option. Shipping animals on the
other hand always depends on who is shipping the animal, its size and related laws. AnimalWised Jose Martinez 05/05/2018 I understand about the concern about me wanting to purchasinng a stoat.. I really want to save a small mammals. ..can you help me adopt a mink maybe Administrador AnimalWised 08/05/2018 Hi Jose, The same concern goes
for mink. They are not properly domesticated and for them to be even a little friendly with humans they need a lot of socialization from a very early age. Generally they are prone to biting and can be a handful. They are intelligent, but not generally obedient to humans. We cannot help you adopt any pets specifically, our international audience is too
big to do so. Depending where in the world you live, you can give money to animal rescue organizations, national wildlife trusts or similar if you want to benefit the mink. Having them as a pet is not going to benefit them unless they for some reason cannot live in the wild. Are you serious 09/07/2018 "can you send me some shipping prices"
unbelievable Shirley Diana 28/03/2018 I have an ermine, not as a pet but as a friendly guest who comes and goes. Herman showed up just after Christmas in his white coat, and has since turned brown (in March) and is about twice as big. He loves to play and is very curious. Tonight he showed up before supper, played hide and seek (or maybe it was
peekaboo) for a while, but didn't stay for supper although I wanted to feed him some of my pork chop. He often does this - drives me crazy actually, since I love to feed him bits and pieces! But he doesn't stay to eat; he just comes to play and have a look at me. I think Herman is a short-tailed weasel, and wonder if that is the same thing as a stoat. I'd
love to have him as a pet, but he has never let me get close enough to touch him and I doubt he ever will. If one comes into your house, though, welcome him. For one thing, he will get rid of every mouse in the place! After that, he should have some food available (kibble cat food with a dish of water will do) because I've read that when the rodent
population dwindles for any reason, they often starve to death. I won't let that happen to my Herman! Mandy 20/09/2019 Any advise?our little to party animal moved in and we love the little jerk.we too have no desire to ever see him domesticated . We named him Weasle.i didn’t know he could run out of mice and starve so easy,he is the best mouser
we’ve ever had.my canine persons don’t eat kibbles so I'm wondering if he can have some chicken liver.how should we feed him so he won’t become dependent or dangerously tame? Stoats, also known as short-tailed weasels, are fascinating creatures that have captured the curiosity of many animal lovers. With their sleek bodies, long tails, and
curious personalities, it's no wonder that some people may be tempted to keep a stoat as a pet. But is it actually possible to have a stoat as a pet? In this article, we will explore this question and delve into the various trends, concerns, and considerations surrounding the idea of keeping a stoat as a pet. Trends Related to Keeping a Stoat as a Pet: 1.
Exotic Pet Ownership: The trend of keeping exotic pets has been on the rise in recent years, with more people looking to own unique and unusual animals. Stoats fall into this category due to their rarity in the pet trade. 2. Social Media Influence: Influencers on platforms like Instagram and YouTube have popularized the idea of owning unconventional
pets, including stoats. Photos and videos of these adorable creatures have garnered a significant following, further fueling interest in keeping them as pets. 3. Conservation Awareness: Some individuals are drawn to the idea of owning a stoat as a way to contribute to conservation efforts. By providing a home for a stoat in captivity, they believe they
are helping to protect the species from threats in the wild. 4. DIY Enclosures: With the rise of DIY culture, some pet owners have taken to building elaborate enclosures for their exotic pets, including stoats. These custom habitats can mimic the stoat's natural environment and provide a safe and stimulating space for the animal to thrive. 5. Legal
Restrictions: The trend of owning stoats as pets is also influenced by the varying legal restrictions in different regions. In some areas, it is perfectly legal to keep a stoat as a pet, while in others, strict regulations prohibit the ownership of these animals. 6. Bonding with Unconventional Pets: The trend of forming unique bonds with unconventional pets
has led some individuals to seek out the companionship of stoats. Despite their wild nature, stoats are known to form strong attachments to their human caregivers. 7. Education and Awareness: As more information becomes available about the care and behavior of stoats, pet owners are becoming increasingly interested in adding these animals to
their households. Education and awareness about the needs of stoats as pets are key factors driving this trend. Quotes from Professionals in the Field: 1. “Stoats are highly intelligent and inquisitive creatures that can form deep bonds with their human companions. With proper care and understanding, they can make rewarding pets for those willing
to put in the time and effort.” 2. “It's important for potential stoat owners to research the specific needs and requirements of these animals before bringing one home. Stoats have unique dietary and environmental needs that must be met in order for them to thrive in captivity.” 3. “While stoats can be captivating pets, it's crucial to remember that they
are wild animals at heart. Owners must be prepared for the challenges that come with caring for a species that still retains its natural instincts and behaviors.” 4. “As with any exotic pet, prospective stoat owners should be aware of the legal considerations surrounding their ownership. It's essential to check local regulations and ensure that keeping a
stoat as a pet is permitted in your area.” Common Concerns and Answers Related to Keeping a Stoat as a Pet: 1. Concern: Are stoats legal to own as pets? Answer: The legality of owning a stoat as a pet varies depending on your location. It is essential to research and understand the regulations in your area before considering a stoat as a pet. 2.
Concern: Do stoats make good pets for beginners? Answer: Stoats are not recommended for inexperienced pet owners due to their unique care requirements and wild nature. They require a significant amount of time, effort, and knowledge to properly care for. 3. Concern: What do stoats eat in captivity? Answer: Stoats are carnivorous animals and
require a diet rich in meat. In captivity, they can be fed a diet of high-quality commercial ferret food, supplemented with fresh meat and bones. 4. Concern: Do stoats need special housing? Answer: Stoats require spacious and secure enclosures that mimic their natural habitat. They are active animals that need plenty of room to roam and explore. 5.
Concern: Are stoats social animals that enjoy human interaction? Answer: Stoats can form bonds with their human caregivers but still retain their wild instincts. They may not always enjoy extensive handling and may exhibit territorial behavior. 6. Concern: Do stoats have specific health concerns in captivity? Answer: Stoats are susceptible to various
health issues, including dental problems and parasites. Regular veterinary check-ups and proper nutrition are essential for their well-being. 7. Concern: Can stoats be trained like other domestic pets? Answer: Stoats can be trained to a certain extent using positive reinforcement techniques. However, their wild nature may make them less responsive
to training than traditional domestic pets. 8. Concern: Do stoats have a strong odor like other mustelids? Answer: Stoats have a musky odor that may be offensive to some individuals. Regular cleaning of their enclosure and proper hygiene practices can help minimize this scent. 9. Concern: Are stoats destructive pets that can cause damage to
property? Answer: Stoats are natural hunters and may exhibit destructive behaviors if not provided with adequate mental and physical stimulation. Providing enrichment activities and appropriate toys can help prevent destructive behavior. 10. Concern: Can stoats be housed with other pets? Answer: Stoats have a strong prey drive and may view
smaller animals as potential prey. It is not recommended to house stoats with other pets, especially those that are smaller or more vulnerable. 11. Concern: Do stoats require a lot of time and attention from their owners? Answer: Stoats are social animals that benefit from human interaction and mental stimulation. Owners should be prepared to spend
time engaging with their stoat and providing enrichment activities. 12. Concern: Are stoats noisy pets that can be disruptive? Answer: Stoats are relatively quiet animals that make soft chirping or chattering sounds. They are not known for being excessively noisy or disruptive pets. 13. Concern: Can stoats be litter-trained like other small animals?
Answer: Stoats can be litter-trained with patience and consistency. Providing a litter box in their enclosure and rewarding them for using it can help establish good habits. 14. Concern: Are stoats long-lived animals that require a significant commitment? Answer: Stoats have an average lifespan of 4-6 years in captivity. Potential owners should be
prepared for the commitment of caring for a stoat for the duration of its life. In conclusion, while the idea of having a stoat as a pet may seem appealing to some, it is essential to carefully consider the unique needs and challenges that come with owning such a wild and exotic animal. From legal restrictions to dietary requirements, potential owners
must be well-informed and prepared to provide the necessary care and attention that stoats require. By understanding the responsibilities involved in keeping a stoat as a pet, individuals can make an informed decision about whether or not they are equipped to provide a suitable home for these fascinating creatures. Remember, owning a stoat is a
significant commitment that should not be taken lightly. Stoats are quite small and looks rather adorable, which may give some people thoughts of wanting to adopt one as a pet. However, it’s a wild species and not recommended to have at home, as they’re fierce animals and haven’t gone through the domestication process of a dog or cat.However,
you could find yourself in the situation of finding a wounded or orphaned specimen and you may need to take it home until you can get it to a recovery center. Therefore, in this article, we’ll tell you all about the characteristics of a stoat and how to look after it if you can’t get it to a center right away.Stoat characteristicsThe body of the stoat (Mustela
erminea) is about 30 centimeters (12 inches) long and doesn’t usually weigh more than half a kilogram. Its most striking feature is the change in color of its fur, which turns white in winter in specimens that live in cold areas. This species is distributed in rural areas throughout Europe, the northern United States, Canada, and Greenland. It’s an agile
and efficient hunter, a great climber, and capable of getting into the burrows of its prey. In addition to this, it’s active both day and night, as it divides its rest into small naps. Its diet consists of a wide range of animals: rabbits and hares (despite them being larger than it), small rodents, birds, and reptiles, among others.The stoat is in a conservation
status of Least Concern (LC) according to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and is protected in several countries. In Spain, for example, it’s a native species of special interest, which means that its exploitation must be regulated so that it isn’t compromised.Is it ethical to keep a stoat as a pet?The answer is no, it certainly isn’t
ethical to keep a stoat as a pet, nor is it advisable either. This opinion is based on several facts, which we’ll bring you below: Stoats haven’t gone through a process of domestication: This means that they haven’t developed any physical or mental characteristics that would allow it to live with humans without incurring their suffering. It’s a dangerous
animal: To give you an idea, its hunting technique is based on grabbing its prey by the neck with a quick bite, killing them instantly. Stoats bite and do a lot of damage. If you buy one, it’s very likely to have been taken from the wild: In most parts of the world, stoat breeders are almost non-existent, so the sale is carried out with one that has been
taken from its natural habitat. You could be committing a crime: Find out if it’s legal to keep them in your country. If you live in a European region, it most probably isn’t. It deserves to be free: Like any part of an ecosystem, the stoat plays a fundamental role in the balance of its environment. To deprive it of its freedom is to force it to live with
suffering for the rest of its days, no matter how much love and dedication you give it. It’s important to be aware that taking an animal home should be an act of responsibility, not whimsy. No matter how adorable a creature may be, it will always be better off in its natural habitat than in a closed environment, especially if it’s a solitary animal with a
bite as dangerous as the stoat’s. It’s impossible to give an undomesticated predator the necessary environmental enrichment in a domestic environment. What do I do if I find an injured or orphaned stoat?The most advisable action in these cases is to take the injured or orphaned animal to a wildlife recovery center, and not adopt the stoat as a pet.
These facilities have everything the animal needs to help and heal it, and give it a chance to return to its habitat.However, you may find yourself in the situation of having to take the mammal in for a day or two until you can get it to these centers, or perhaps you need to know how to handle it in order to take it to a veterinary center. For these cases,
here are some general tips to help you: If it’s seriously injured, take it to an exotic animal veterinary center: They’ll have what it takes to save the stoat’s life, if it’s possible to do so. Once it’s stabilized, you or they can transfer it to a recovery center. Avoid handling it with your hands as much as possible: As we said earlier, stoats are slippery and bite
hard. In addition, as wild animals, they can transmit diseases. Always use rigid plastic carriers and protective gloves if you have no choice but to catch the specimen. If it’s young, feed it with ferret milk in a syringe without a needle. The vet will tell you how much it needs. If it already has teeth, add some meat to its diet. Prepare a nest inside its cage
or carrier for it to sleep in: You can use blankets or rags, depending on the temperature. Clean the area daily. When you finally get it to the recovery center, be sure to cover the carrier with a cloth to reduce stress. The truth is that the stoat is a beautiful animal, especially as a baby, and you may be tempted to keep it as a pet if it still doesn’t have
teeth, but you need to resist this temptation. It’'s much more rewarding to save its life than to face an adulthood of dangerous biting and handling. Along with ferrets and weasels, stoats were introduced in the late 1800s to control the rabbit population. Warnings from New Zealand scientists, including ornithologist Walter Buller, were ignored and the
introduced stoats quickly began to wreak havoc on native bird populations. (For more information on the introduction of stoats, including 19th century newspaper coverage, see ‘Liberation of stoats and weasels’.) Until 1936, they were even protected by law, along with ferrets and weasels, because of their rabbit-controlling abilities. Stoats belong to
the same mustelid family as weasels and ferrets. They’'re bigger than weasels and smaller than ferrets, and they have a bushy tail with a black tip. They also have a black/brown coat and a pale belly and throat. Stoats are spread across Aotearoa and live anywhere they can find prey - in high country, in beach areas, on farms, in bushland and forests.
They even live in high altitudes above the tree line. Like other mustelids, stoats have very good eyesight, good hearing and a strong sense of smell. They hunt day and night, can move quickly, and are good at climbing trees to eat baby birds and eggs in the nest. Stoats check every burrow and hollow they see and if they find a ground-nesting bird it
has very little chance to escape. Image showing the difference between weasels, stoats and ferrets. Image credit: Supplied If they get the chance, they’ll kill more than they need for food and hide the rest in their den to eat later. They can kill animals much bigger than themselves and have well-concealed den sites. Stoats can travel long distances very
quickly - one young stoat traveled 70 km in just two weeks. They are also strong swimmers and can swim 1km or more to reach islands. Stoats are clever and careful; they are very suspicious of baits and traps so it is difficult to control them. DOC describes stoats as ‘public enemy number one’ for Aotearoa’s native birds. They are relentless hunters
and have a significant effect on species such as wrybills, the New Zealand dotterel, black-fronted terns and young kiwi. Only about 5% of Northland’s brown kiwi chicks reach adulthood, and according to DOC their biggest threats are predation from stoats and feral cats. Birds that nest in holes in tree trunks such as mohua, kaka and yellow-crowned
kakariki are also vulnerable to stoats. Alpine stoats caught on camera raiding rock wren nests. Video credit: Lauren Little, Carolyn King, Colin O’Donnell While their main prey are rats, mice, birds, rabbits, hares, possums and insects (particularly weta), stoats will also eat lizards, freshwater crayfish, roadkill, hedgehogs and fish. Another major
challenge with stoats is their rapid breeding. A mother stoat can have up to 12 kits at a time, but usually has 4-6 babies. A female stoat can get pregnant when she is still a blind, deaf, toothless and naked baby - at only 2-3 weeks old. Even though she is pregnant, her kits won’t grow inside her until she is an adult. They will be born the following
spring. The most effective way to manage stoats is by regular and ongoing trapping. Buy an animal welfare approved stoat trap from our shop, such as the DOC 200, the DOC 250 from one of our key suppliers or the Smart Trap from Goodnature. Place traps along fencelines, hedges, stream banks, fallen logs or tree roots. Keep entrances clear of
weeds or fallen leaves. Use eggs or fresh meat as lures. (Salted meat is better during summer months.) If you have cats, use eggs as bait and avoid meat. Check the trap at least once a month and change the bait. Make sure you always wear gloves when handling your trap or catches. View our trapping and baiting toolkit to ensure you get the best
results and download our quick trapping guide for stoats (PDF, 136KB). The word “weasel” may be associated with treachery and deceit, but the bouncy and enthusiastic stoat has an undeniably cute appeal that is grabbing the attention of animal lovers. These tiny carnivores have a big personality, but they are still smaller than a pet ferret, making
them appear to make excellent pets. This may lead to some people considering owning a pet stoat. Can stoats be pets, and if so, what are their care and requirements? "Introducing 'Sybil'" by Peter G Trimming is licensed under CC BY 2.0 What are Stoats? The stoat is also referred to as the short-tailed weasel or the ermine, and it has the scientific
name Mustela erminea. Just like the domesticated ferrets that they somewhat resemble, they are a member of the Mustelidae family along with badgers, otters, sables, and minks. Many of these animals are opportunistically carnivorous, with many having a reputation of being relentless predators. The stoat is closely related to and resembles the least
weasel (Mustela nivalis). Like mink, they climb trees and are adept swimmers [6]. Stoats measure approximately 170 to 330mm (6.69 to 13”) head to rear, with males being twice as large as females [6]. They weigh around 25 to 116 grams [6]. Stoats occur in the temperate regions of Eurasia and North America [6], but they are also a very prolific
species in New Zealand which, along with the least weasel and ferret, were intentionally introduced to control the rabbit population at the end of the 19th century [5]. There, they are considered to be invasive pests and are culled regularly to aid in conservation of native bird populations [8][9]. "Stoat (Mustela erminea) Chosley Barns Norfolk
02/01/09" by Mick Sway is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0 Diet of the Stoat The food habits of stoats vary depending on the range, gender of the animal, prey density and the season; in developed areas, voles are the principal prey [2]1[3][ 4] and in boreal forests, deer mice are common. Other regularly taken prey included shrews, squirrels and
chipmunks [2]. In Great Britain, gut analyses of the guts of stoats and least weasels consisted of 65% lagomorphs, with the rest being small rodents, birds, and eggs. Male stoats consumed more lagomorphs than females [7]. Other prey they consume are lemmings, frogs, fish, and insects [6]. Stoats are legal to keep as pets in some states. They are
listed as least concern by the IUCN Red List with a stable population as of 2021 [10], so they are not controlled by endangered species laws. As stoats are naturally occurring in many parts of the United States, they are most likely illegal in most states, as prohibitions on keeping native wildlife are common. Florida would be an exception, and a stoat
should be legal with a Class 3 license. "Hermelin am Weg/ stoat" by hardi 630 is licensed under CC PDM 1.0 Where Can You Get a Pet Stoat? Stoats are rarely kept as pets and are not often available to buy as a pet, if at all. There are two reasons for this. First, stoats have relatively poor breeding success in captivity [8]. Just as is the case with mink,
if the stoat were to have a presence in captivity and potentially the pet trade, it would likely be due to fur farmers having a commercial interest in propagating them, which is the origin of captive red foxes, martens, and mink. Stoats have been traditionally hunted and valued for their fur, which turns snow white in the winter, however, they have
special requirements, such as a preference for pre-killed or even live prey, and captivity-induced stress hampers their fecundity [8]. This is significant, because stoats are vigorous propagators in the wild and surprisingly, they reach sexual maturity very early and can mate as neonates. There has been one case in captivity where a 17 day old blind and
helpless female stoat that was still nursing was mated successfully to eventually give birth [8][9]. "What Happened Next - Epilogue." by Wildlife Terry is licensed under CCO 1.0 The few attempts at breeding stoats in fur farms did not yield many births, with some of the births being a result of wild-caught females carrying delayed embryos. When it
comes to reproduction, stoats are unique. After mating, the fertilized embryo develops into a fluid-filled ball called a blastocyst, which stops growing and remains in the uterus for 8-9 months. This is called embryonic diapause, and it does not occur in other mustelids. The embryo resumes growing in August. Between December and September, more
than 90% of wild stoats are pregnant [9]. This would be the most promising prospect for establishing a captive breeding colony [8], yet despite that it was common for nearly all captured stoats to have blastocysts present, they often did not give birth because the blastocysts did not successfully implant [9]. "Stoat Swimming" by Mrs Airwolfhound is
licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0 In contrast, minks breed well in captivity, so the existence of that species likely removed any interest commercial fur farmers would have in breeding stoats. Intensive American mink farming began in 1925 and they remain the most important species for fur farming [8]. There are likely no commercial fur farms that raise
stoats in North America [8]. Even zoos do not often display stoats possibly due to their tendency to hide frequently, and there are a low number of births in the facilities that do keep them [8]. If someone were to breed stoats, they would have the best success with captive born females [9], therefore, the presence of stoats in the pet trade is dependent
on a breeder with the know-how to propagate wild-caught animals. The other issue with stoats is their high energy levels and difficulty with taming [8]. In the wild, they can travel 15 km in one night, with males traveling through more territory than females [6]. Stoats generally fluctuate between periods of high energy and long periods of inactivity
[1]. Stoats will cache leftover food to meet their energy demands [6]. Caring for Stoats in Captivity Like other mustelids, their high energy levels mean they require a large enclosure and plenty of enrichment. Some sizes that various facilities have kept them in are: 124 cm cubes (48.8”), a 25x20x45 cm (9.8x7.8x17.7”) holding area with a
200x200x100 cm (78.7x78.7x39.3”) exhibit area (in a zoo), 150x200x50cm (59x78.7x19.6”), 600 cm (236”) diameter by 150 cm tall, 200x100x100 (78.8x39.3x39.3”), 120 x 240 x 90 cm (7.87x94x35”) and 200 x 400 x 220 cm (78.7x157x86.6”) [8]. Ultimately the minimum enclosure size recommended by one paper regarding captive stoats for breeding
and research purposes was 150 x 100 x 60 cm (59x39.3x23.6”) [8]. Stoats are tiny escape artists and would likely require an aquarium spacing to contain for the average owner or cage made of material with tiny spacing. Other enclosures that have been used include cages made from 1mm gage wire, a metallic circular pen, steel weld mesh, and
cages with wooden sides [8]. "Fort Amherst" by The Tedster is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0 Enrichment is also imperative for stoats, and may include a pool of water to bathe in, hollow logs and pipes, vegetation, and other general features used for small active carnivores. Facilities keeping stoats in a professional setting provided nest boxes [8].
Stoats are naturally solitary and can be aggressive to conspecifics [1], therefore they should be housed alone except during breeding. Many diets have been fed to stoats in captivity, including cat food, raw meat, live or pre-killed rodents, and other whole prey. The Minnesota Zoo had breeding success with stoats feeding them freshly killed mice.
These animals were formerly fed canned cat food and did not breed on that diet. Stoats are somewhat unusual and more difficult to care for than one might think, but if a captive breeding colony is established, their prospects for being pets can be increased. They would still be challenging pets for the typical owners used to domesticated ferret
behavior. Owners experienced with or expecting the husbandry requirements of domesticated mink might prove to be better potential keepers of this species. References Doncarlos, Michael W., Jay S. Petersen, and Ronald L. Tilson. "Captive biology of an asocial mustelid; Mustela erminea." Zoo biology 5.4 (1986): 363-370. Edwards, Mark A., and
Graham ]. Forbes. "Food habits of ermine, Mustela erminea, in a forested landscape." The Canadian Field-Naturalist 117.2 (2003): 245-248. Erlinge, Sam. "Food preference, optimal diet and reproductive output in stoats Mustela erminea in Sweden." Oikos (1981): 303-315. Hellstedt, Paavo, and Heikki Henttonen. "Home range, habitat choice and
activity of stoats (Mustela erminea) in a subarctic area." Journal of Zoology 269.2 (2006): 205-212. King, C. M., and J. E. Moody. "The biology of the stoat (Mustela erminea) in the National Parks of New Zealand I. General introduction." New Zealand journal of zoology 9.1 (1982): 49-55. Loso, H. 1999. "Mustela erminea" (On-line), Animal Diversity
Web. Accessed March 02, 2021 at McDonald, Robbie A., Charlotte Webbon, and Stephen Harris. "The diet of stoats (Mustela erminea) and weasels (Mustela nivalis) in Great Britain." Journal of Zoology 252.3 (2000): 363-371. McDonald, Robbie A., and Serge Lariviere. "Captive husbandry of stoats Mustela erminea." New Zealand Journal of Zoology
29.3 (2002): 177-186. O'Connor, Cheryl, et al. Stoat reproductive biology. Science & Technical Publishing, Department of Conservation, 2006. Reid, F., Helgen, K. & Kranz, A. 2016. Mustela erminea. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2016: €.T29674A45203335. . Downloaded on 08 March 2021. The Stoat (Mustela erminea) is a small mammal
of the family Mustelidae which also includes other weasels, mink, otters, ferret, badgers, polecats, the wolverine, martens, the tayra, the fisher and skunks. The Stoat is also known as the Short-tailed weasel and the Ermine. Stoats are found throughout mainland Britain in a variety of habitats.Stoats are absent from Mediterranean countries and
Southern Europe. They are considered to be the most widespread mustelid. The Stoat pre-breeding season population is estimated to be 462,000 adults.The Stoat has an average head and body length of between 16 and 31 centimetres and stoats in Britain can weigh from 90 to 445 grams. Male stoats usually measure 29 centimetres with a tail length
of 11 centimetres and females around 26 centimetres with a 9 centimetre tail length. Male stoats are larger than females.The appearance of a Stoat is similar to that of a weasel, although the stoat is considerably larger and has a distinctive black tip to its tail. Stoats have a long, slender, cylindrical body and neck, short legs and a long tail.Their fur is
chestnut brown in summer, with a lighter underparts. In winter, in the north regions of North America and tundra areas, their fur becomes thicker and turns white, this is when they are referred to as Ermine or as being ‘in ermine’. In all seasons the stoat has a black tip to its tail. The black tip probably serves as a decoy to predators, which would
include almost any carnivore large enough to eat a stoat such as badgers, cats, wolves, foxes, wolverines and some birds of prey.Stoats have a good sense of sight, smell and hearing, which they use to help them hunt. Stoats are very agile and good climbers and may take young birds from a nest. They are also strong swimmers, capable of crossing
large rivers. Female stoats are called either bitches, does or jills and male stoats are called either dogs, bucks, jacks or hobs. Baby stoats are called kits. A group of stoats is called a ‘caravan’.Stoats prefer moorland, marsh near woods, lowland farms, shoreline or mountains as suitable habitats. Where there is suitable food, they occur in a wide range
of habitats from lowland forests and even towns.Stoats make nests of grass and leaves in hollow trunks, mole hills, walls, banks, burrows, rock crevices (dry stone walls for example) or thickets. The female stoat is territorial in the breeding season, however, male stoats are not.Stoats are largely carnivorous and their primary food source is the rabbit,
despite being many times its own weight, supplemented with small rodents, (such as voles and mice), hares and birds. It also eats insects, fish, reptiles, amphibians and invertebrates. When food is scarce they will eat carrion (dead animal carcasses). It is a very skilful tree climber and, like a squirrel, can descend a trunk headfirst.The stoat is capable
of killing animals much larger than itself. When it is able to obtain more meat than it can eat, it will engage in ‘surplus killing” and often stores the extra food for later. Stoats kill their prey by a bite to the back of the neck and may travel as far as 8 kilometres in one hunt. Stoats are fierce predators and can move at speeds of 20 miles per hour when
hunting.In most areas in which stoats and weasels co-exist, the weasel generally takes smaller prey and the stoat slightly larger prey. The larger male stoats generally take larger prey than females.The stoat is territorial and intolerant of others in its range, especially others of the same sex. The stoat typically uses several dens, often taken from prey
species. It usually travels alone, except when it is mating or is a mother with older offspring.Stoat communication occurs mainly by scent, since the stoat has a sensitive olfactory system (relating to sense of smell). As a result, much of this communication is missed by human observers. However, stoats are believed to identify females in estrus by scent
and also the sex, health and age of prey.Some kinds of rodents such as voles have counter-adapted by being able to shut down reproduction (which makes females slower and easier to catch) if they smell the odour of stoats. The stoats visual resolution is lower than that of humans and color vision is poor, although night vision is superior. Tactile
information is presented by the vibrissae, or whiskers. When alarmed, a stoat can release a powerful musky smell from its anal glands.Stoats mate in May to June followed by a period of delayed implantation. Mating occurs during the breeding season with multiple partners and is often forced by the male, who does not help raise the young.
Implantation of the fertilised egg in the wall of the uterus is delayed for 280 days, however, the gestation period after this is just 21 - 28 days, so the young are born in April to May the following year. In spite of being such a small animal, the stoats gestation is among the longest reported for mammals (11 months) because of the delayed
implantation.Female stoats produce 1 litter of 5 - 12 young per year. The young are called ‘kits’. The young are weaned at 5 weeks and are fully independent and able to kill their own prey at 12 weeks. Male stoats will sometimes mate with young female kits in the nest, so that they are pregnant before they even leave their mothers. The average life
span of a stoat is 1 - 1.5 years, however, they can live up to 7 years of age.Stoats are relatively common and are therefore not classed as endangered. However, the main dangers to the stoat are starvation in winter, predation by larger carnivores and being killed on the roads. The stoat or short-tailed weasel (Mustela erminea) is found in areas of
Eurasia and northern portions of North America and therefore is also called the European ermine, or just ermine. Stoats can be found almost all over the world except in the Great plains.They experience seasonal molting, which gives them different colors of fur depending on the seasons. These weasel-shaped species are agile and can prey on animals
bigger than them.The ermine's light agile body allows it to move swiftly both underground and above ground. The adult male stoat dominates females and young. The female ermine tends to remain in their birthplace throughout their lives while the male ermine moves around and takes over areas that the females stay in.Scroll down to read about the
Stoat winter coat life span, what they feed on, their habitat, and other exciting details! If you want to discover more like the stoat, take a look at Stoat facts and Russian bear dog facts.The stoat or the short-tailed weasel belongs to the family Mustelidae, which has all the carnivorous mammals.It belongs to the Mammalia class and its phylum is
Chordata.Even though there isn't an exact assessment of the number of short-tailed weasels in the world at present, the conservation status clearly depicts that there are enough stoats in the world and the species is not endangered.The stoat can be found in areas where there are woodlands, marshes, shrubby areas, and open areas near forests or
shrub borders. Although these species are primarily terrestrial, they climb trees and swim well.Several tree roots, hollow logs, stone walls, and rodent burrows are used as dens and they line their nests with dry vegetation, fur, and feathers from their prey. The side cavities of the burrows are used as food storage places and latrines.Stoats can be
found almost all over the world. They are found in the north temperate regions of Eurasia and North America. This species is also found from the Arctic Ocean and adjacent islands of the Canadian Archipelago going southward into the Northern United States.The Mustela erminea (white winter coat) is a solitary animal. The male and female species
inhabit different territories and during the season of mating, the male stoat travels to the female.The average life span of the white winter coat species is about two to nine years.Ermine is an extremely polygamous mammal and mate with one another at any opportunity during the mating season. The breeding starts during the late spring to early
summer. After mating, the female stoat goes through an embryo stoppage, which means the embryo doesn't immediately implant in the uterus but stays dormant for almost 9-10 months.The gestation period lasts for almost 280-300 days and the litter size ranges from 3-18 offsprings. The male stoat plays no role in rearing the young ones and leaves
almost immediately after the babies are born.The young ones are born blind, deaf and toothless and are covered in pinkish fur. By the third week, there are brown specks on the newborn.The milk teeth also come out after three weeks and they are able to feed on solid food by the fourth week. The young ones grow quickly and by the eighth week, they
are able to hunt with their mothers.Although the female species doesn't grow fully by the eighth week, they can start mating. The male stoat on the other hand doesn't mate till the next summer. According to the IUCN Red List, the Mustela erminea is on the Least Concern list. This species is found in abundance almost all over the world.The ermine
species looks like a weasel with its long body and short legs. They have a long neck with a triangular head that slightly protrudes around the ears.Their facial features include bright black eyes and long whiskers. The male ermine is twice the size of the female. They have a black tip at the end of the tail, and the tail along with the tail tip itself makes
up most of the body length of the ermine.The eyes of the ermine are round and protrude slightly. The stoat molts twice a year and has chestnut-brown sandy rough fur during the summers while it has white silky fur during the winters.This only happens in stoats that inhabit the northern hemisphere. Stoats that stay in the southern hemisphere don't
molt their fur so much. During the summer they have brown fur with a black tail tip and it becomes pale white during the winter.With their wiggly bodies, the white stoat's presence can bring joy, but it can't be forgotten that they are swift predators that can kill animals twice their size.White stoats are notoriously vicious animals but their way of
communicating is surprisingly gentle. They make sounds like chirruping guinea pigs or soft bird chatter.The length of the ermine's body is almost 8.34-17.71 in (21.2-45 cm) and its tail adds to its height and makes them almost 6.69-12.99 in (17-33 cm) tall.There isn't an exact mention of the white stoat's speed but the white stoats are quite fast
runners as they are superb predators, but even then they can be tackled by bigger predators like the Red fox, martens, badgers, and so on.These stoats can weigh almost 0.88-4.09 oz (25-116 g). The stoat's weasel-like body makes it quite flexible and they don't weigh much because they have to move around a lot in order to hunt.Even though the male
and female ermine are quite different from each other in size, there are no specific names assigned to them.There are no specific names assigned to the baby stoats and are called young or just newborn stoats or ermine.The ermine is a carnivorous predator and primarily hunts for its food at night. Unlike weasels that feed on small rabbits, the ermine
feeds on larger rodents and Field voles.Russian stouts feed on the European water vole, common hamsters, and pikas. They also feed on small birds, fish, amphibians, lizards, and insects when there is scarcity in their primary food source.In New Zealand, stoats primarily prey on birds like Kiwi, kaka, Mohua, yellow-crowned parakeet, and New
Zealand dotterel. In Great Britain, they rarely kill voles and primarily feed on muskrats.Being ravenous predators, the stoat winter coats are quite dangerous to humans if they can get the passage to attack them. They don't have any venom but can hurt well.Keeping an ermine as a pet is quite dangerous as they are vicious predators and can attack
anyone. It is also illegal to sell stoats or keep them as pets. Any weasels or related family species shouldn't be kept as pets, as they can harm children and other pets and also adults if they find the chance.The white winter coat was quite valuable in earlier days and this led to humans trapping thousands of ermine each season. As the production of the
snow or brown winter coat and stoles from the white or brown fur of the stoats have become illegal, they are not caught by humans anymore.During the winter, the stoat's surroundings are snow white and if it has brown fur as it has during the summer, it would stand out while preying and also get preyed on way more. The white fur enables it to
camouflage itself better in the snow.After mating, the female stoat goes through embryonic diapause, which means the embryo doesn't immediately implant in the uterus but stays dormant for almost 9-10 months. The gestation period lasts for almost 280-300 days and the litter size ranges from 3-18 offsprings with an average of 4-10 at a time.Here at
Kidadl, we have carefully created lots of interesting family-friendly animal facts for everyone to discover! For more relatable content, check out these Pampas cat fun facts and Weasel Facts for Kids.You can even occupy yourself at home by coloring in one of our free printable Mammals coloring pages.*The second image was taken by Sasha Sanbith.
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