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Lifting concrete can be a daunting task, but with the right methods and tools, DIYers can achieve impressive results. Understanding why concrete sinks in the first place is crucial to making it happen again.Sometimes, concrete tilts or sinks, even as soon as five years after being installed. This can happen due to improper compaction of the dirt
underneath it. In most cases, this occurs on driveways, sidewalks, or garage slabs. To fix this, one can use a mixture of fly ash, sand, water, and cement, which is poured into 2-inch holes drilled into the sunken concrete. This method requires minimal pressure since concrete slabs don't weigh much.A better option for DIYers is to use sand, but it needs
to be done correctly. Smaller sections of sunken concrete can be cut out using a wet saw and then lifted out with a crowbar. The holes are filled with sand, compacted with a tamping machine, and then replaced with the sunken section.Another method involves using a small sledgehammer, brick chisel, and drill to undercut any edges of the sunken
concrete. Small holes are drilled into the area and a thin mixture of cement is poured in. The surface is smoothed with a trowel, and the concrete allows to cure for 24-48 hours.Lifting larger areas of concrete requires help. The first step is removing any cracked pieces, followed by cleaning the area with water from a hose. A wooden form is built a
couple of inches higher than the existing sunken concrete. Tamped sand fills any holes, and new concrete is laid on top, finished with a trowel.Replacing the shifted or non-compacted dirt underneath the concrete slab is not a recommended solution for DIYers. This method won't lift the concrete because there's too much air in the dirt, causing it to
fluff up over time.However, serious DIYers who are motivated can complete projects like mud jacking, which requires various tools and equipment. Polyurethane concrete lifting is an affordable option that's quicker to complete than other methods. Polyurethane foam is preferred for its ability to expand and lift the concrete.Lifting concrete with
polyurethane foam lasts indefinitely as it dries to become very solid and adheres to the concrete. While some DIY projects may not be visually noticeable, encapsulating your crawl space can bring significant benefits. This project can save you money in the long run by reducing energy consumption and preventing moisture issues.Sealing a Crawl
Space: A Cost-Effective Solution for Better Air Quality and Energy EfficiencyProperly sealing a crawl space is a relatively simple project that requires minimal tools and skills, yet offers numerous benefits for homeowners. By installing a vapor barrier on the dirt floor, sealing off vents and outdoor openings, and ensuring a tight fit, you can reduce
humidity, prevent mold and mildew growth, and enjoy improved air quality.The Benefits of DIY Crawl Space EncapsulationSealing your crawl space can be an inexpensive way to save money on energy bills, with some estimates suggesting a 20% reduction in HVAC costs. Additionally, encapsulation can help eliminate musty smells, reduce allergen and
asthma problems, and prevent rodents, termites, and other pests from making themselves at home.While the initial cost of materials may be around $200-$500, the long-term benefits far outweigh the expenses. In contrast, professional encapsulation services can range from $3,000 to $5,000 or more.However, before embarking on this project, it's
essential to consider the potential drawbacks. DIY crawl space sealing can be time-consuming and physically demanding, especially if you're not comfortable with crawling around in a dark, damp environment.Moreover, discovering unforeseen problems during the process, such as pest infestations or water damage, may require professional
intervention. Moreover, encapsulation can sometimes lead to increased energy consumption if it disrupts airflow in your home.Choosing the Right Materials and ToolsTo succeed in this project, you'll need a range of materials and tools, including spray foam, weather stripping, measuring tape, a flashlight or headlamp, caulk, scissors or a utility knife,
insulation, plastic sheeting, waterproof tape, a rake and shovel, gloves, kneepads, and clothing that's easy to clean.When selecting materials, it's crucial to choose products with the right R-value for your specific needs. For example, rigid foam board is ideal for larger areas and access panels, while fiberglass batting is better suited for nooks and
crannies between floor joists.Before starting the project, take time to assess your home's grading and ensure that the soil slopes away from the foundation. This will help prevent water accumulation and reduce the risk of structural damage.Sealing Your Crawl Space: A DIY Guide to Ensuring Moisture ControlMaking your own vinyl cleaner for
cleaning home siding is an easy DIY project that saves you money and provides environmental benefits over using commercial cleaners. To create this eco-friendly solution, you'll need some basic household supplies like liquid detergent, baking soda, white vinegar, warm water, and a bowl.To start mixing the cleaner, add 4 tablespoons of oil-free liquid
detergent to your clean bowl, along with 8 tablespoons of baking soda. Stir until the baking soda is fully dissolved using a wooden spoon. Then, add 2 cups of warm water to help mix everything together without creating too many suds.Next, you'll want to add some vinegar to tackle mildew and mold growth on vinyl siding. Mix in 4 tablespoons of
white vinegar into the existing solution until it's well combined. It's essential to use a little bit of vinegar as it can kill mold and mildew effectively.Finally, pour this homemade cleaning solution into your power washer's chemical reservoir, making sure not to overfill it. As you spray the power washer, the water will mix with the cleaner, allowing for
effective cleaning of your vinyl siding without causing damage.Polishing Plastic: A Step-by-Step Guide to Removing Scratches and Restoring ShineTo polish plastic, you don't need any special cleaners or products. Instead, try using household items like toothpaste, vinegar, and sandpaper. Here's how:First, clean the area with a dry cloth. Then, apply a
small dab of toothpaste to the scratched areas in a circular motion, wiping off excess with a damp cloth.If toothpaste doesn't work, mix baking soda and water to create a paste and apply it to the scratches instead. For stubborn scratches, use fine-grained sandpaper dampened with water to buff away the marks in a circular motion.To shine
discoloration and stains from plastic, mix equal parts vinegar and water in a spray bottle. Spray onto small sections of plastic and polish using a clean, dry cloth.The secret to polishing plastic is metal cleaner. This is because metal cleaners are highly effective at removing discoloration without damaging the plastic.Preventing dull plastic involves
regular maintenance. Keep your plastic items out of direct sunlight, use UV-resistant plastics for outdoor furniture, and regularly clean them with white vinegar and water.Polishing methods FAQs reveal that polishing plastic is not only possible but also easy to do using basic household stuff. A simple mixture of white vinegar and water can give
plastic a shiny, glossy finish.paraphrased text here###ENDARTICLETo build a pump house, start by constructing a square frame with 2x4s, then add walls and line them with insulation. Attach a door to one side of the front opening and secure it with hinges and a handle.Once you have the basic structure in place, put on the roof using metal siding
and nails, securing it to the 2x6 posts and 2x4 sides. You can then paint or seal the building to protect it from weather elements.When designing your pump house, consider factors like size, ventilation, insulation, and durability. A well-designed pump house can help keep your equipment safe and functional for years to come.Using Simple Steps to
Repel Bees in a Safe Manner###ENDARTICLEBees are often a nuisance in our backyards, but getting rid of them doesn't have to be difficult. Before resorting to harmful methods, consider contacting a local beekeeper to safely relocate the nest. Beekeepers can humanely remove the bees and provide an alternative habitat for them, which benefits

everyone involved. If no beekeeper is available, other natural methods like spraying vinegar or using organic repellents can help deter bees without harming them.###ARTICLEBees do not like the scent of mint or citronella plants because they release natural scents that repel bees. Several smells in oil form can also repel bees and wasps, including
clover, peppermint, geranium, and lemongrass.
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