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State	of	michigan	chauffeur	license	test

What	do	I	need	to	apply	for	a	chauffeur’s	license?	(Choose	tab)	To	apply	for	a	standard	chauffeur’s	license	at	a	Secretary	of	State	office,	you	will	need	to	provide:	Your	current	Michigan	driver’s	license	Proof	of	citizenship	or	legal	presence	in	the	United	States	Proof	of	your	Social	Security	number	(if	you’re	applying	for	an	enhanced	chauffeur’s	license)
To	apply	for	a	chauffeur’s	license,	you	will	need	to	provide	at	least	one	document	proving	your	legal	presence	in	the	United	States:	Valid,	unexpired	U.S.	passport	or	passport	card	Certified	birth	certificate	with	stamp	or	raised	seal	issued	by	a	U.S.	government	unit	or	U.S.	territory	government	office	Consular	Report	of	Birth	Abroad	issued	by	the	U.S.
State	Department	(FS-240,	DS-1350,	or	FS-545)	Certificate	of	Citizenship	(N-560	or	N-561)	Certificate	of	Naturalization	(N-550,	N-570,	N-578)	Permanent	Resident	Card	(Green	Card)	Valid,	unexpired	Permanent	Resident	Card	(I-551)	or	other	evidence	of	permanent	residency	(I-551	visa/stamp	in	passport	or	on	I-94)	Valid	Employment	Authorization
Document	(I-766)	Valid,	unexpired	foreign	passport	with	U.S.	visa	and	evidence	of	entry:	-	F-visa	holders:	Form	I-20	-	J-visa	holders:	DS-2019	-	Not	acceptable:	B1	and	B2	visas	and	WB,	and	WT	visa	stamps	Other	immigration	documents	that	show	legal	presence	and/or	ability	to	work	in	the	U.S.,	including	Form	I-94,	State	Department	bio-data	form,
and	supervision	documents	(other	documents	may	be	accepted)	Expired	immigration	documents	along	with	Form	I-797	(Notice	of	Action)	showing	that	new	documents	have	been	applied	for	Documents	may	need	to	be	verified	by	the	federal	Systematic	Alien	Verification	for	Entitlements	(SAVE)	System.	To	be	issued	a	chauffeur’s	license,	you	will	need
to	complete	and	pass	the	following	tests	at	your	Secretary	of	State	office	visit:	Vision	test	Written	knowledge	exam	In	place	of	the	written	knowledge	exam,	you	can	also	provide	a	valid	commercial	driver’s	license	or	commercial	learner’s	permit.	Schedule	an	office	visit	Provide	payment	using	a	credit	or	debit	card	(additional	fees	apply),	cash,	or	check
or	money	order	made	payable	to	the	State	of	Michigan	for	chauffeur’s	license	fees.	Frequently	asked	questions	(FAQs)	Unless	you	are	exempt,	you	need	a	chauffeur’s	license	if	you:	Are	employed	for	the	principal	purpose	of	operating	a	motor	vehicle	with	a	gross	vehicle	weight	rating	(GVWR)	of	10,000	pounds	or	more	Operate	a	motor	vehicle	as	a
carrier	of	passengers	or	as	a	common	or	contract	carrier	of	property	Operate	a	bus	or	a	school	bus	Additional	information	about	requirements	and	exemptions	is	listed	in	the	TS-025	Your	Michigan	Chauffeur	License	brochure.	Some	situations	are	exempt	from	requiring	a	chauffeur’s	license.	The	fee	for	a	chauffeur’s	license	is	$35.	If	you	are	a	U.S.
citizen	and	would	like	to	obtain	an	enhanced	chauffeur’s	license,	the	fee	is	$50	(proof	of	U.S.	citizenship	is	required).	If	you	have	a	valid	commercial	driver’s	license	or	a	commercial	learner’s	permit,	you	don’t	need	to	pass	the	chauffeur’s	knowledge	exam,	as	the	information	in	the	exam	is	covered	in	the	commercial	driver’s	license	exam.	Also,	you
don’t	need	to	take	the	chauffeur’s	knowledge	exam	if	you	have	a	Michigan	chauffeur's	license	that	expired	in	the	last	4	years.	Yes.	You	will	need	to	pass	a	15-question	knowledge	exam.	Knowledge	exams	are	taken	at	a	testing	station	using	a	computer	screen.	To	help	you	prepare	for	the	exam,	the	TS-025	Your	Michigan	Chauffeur	License	brochure	is
available	on	our	website.	No	driving	skills	test	is	required	unless	you	have	never	been	licensed.	The	chauffeur’s	license	exam	is	available	in	English,	Spanish,	and	Arabic.	If	your	license	is	misplaced,	you	will	need	to	provide	multiple	documents	to	prove	your	identity	(U.S.	passport,	birth	certificate,	etc.)	and	your	citizenship.	If	you	are	a	U.S.	citizen,
you	can	apply	for	an	enhanced	chauffeur’s	license.	Proof	of	U.S.	citizenship	is	required,	such	as	a	certified	birth	certificate	or	U.S.	passport.	If	the	Michigan	Department	of	State	hasn’t	verified	your	Social	Security	Number,	proof	of	your	SSN	is	needed,	such	as	a	Social	Security	card	or	tax	form.	A	document	showing	the	last	four	numbers	of	your	SSN
can	be	accepted,	but	you	must	verbally	provide	the	full	number.	Michigan’s	chauffeur	license	is	a	crucial	credential	for	individuals	who	wish	to	drive	commercial	vehicles	within	the	state.	This	license	ensures	drivers	possess	the	necessary	skills	and	knowledge	to	uphold	safety	standards	on	public	roads.	Criteria	for	Obtaining	a	Chauffeur	License	in
Michigan	To	obtain	a	chauffeur	license	in	Michigan,	applicants	must	meet	specific	criteria	outlined	in	the	Michigan	Vehicle	Code.	Applicants	must	be	at	least	16	years	old,	though	those	under	18	require	a	Level	2	or	Level	3	graduated	driver’s	license	to	demonstrate	adequate	driving	experience.	A	vision	test	is	required	to	confirm	applicants	can	safely
operate	a	vehicle.	They	must	also	provide	proof	of	legal	presence	in	the	United	States,	such	as	a	birth	certificate	or	valid	passport.	The	application	process	includes	a	$35	fee	to	cover	processing	and	issuance	of	the	license.	Additionally,	individuals	must	have	no	outstanding	suspensions,	revocations,	or	denials	on	their	driving	record,	underscoring	the
importance	of	maintaining	a	clean	driving	history.	Test	Components	The	testing	process	for	a	Michigan	chauffeur	license	evaluates	an	applicant’s	knowledge	and	driving	ability.	A	written	knowledge	test	focuses	on	traffic	laws,	road	signs,	and	safe	driving	practices	as	outlined	in	the	Michigan	Driver’s	Manual.	For	those	applying	to	drive	larger
commercial	vehicles,	a	road	test	may	be	required.	This	evaluates	a	candidate’s	ability	to	safely	navigate	traffic,	perform	lane	changes,	park,	and	adhere	to	speed	limits.	Chauffeurs	operating	vehicles	designed	to	carry	16	or	more	passengers	must	obtain	a	Commercial	Driver’s	License	(CDL)	with	a	passenger	endorsement,	which	involves	additional
knowledge	and	skills	assessments	to	meet	federal	safety	standards.	Insurance	Requirements	for	Chauffeur	License	Holders	In	Michigan,	chauffeur	license	holders	are	subject	to	specific	insurance	requirements	to	legally	operate	commercial	vehicles.	The	state	mandates	no-fault	insurance,	which	includes	personal	injury	protection,	property	protection,
and	residual	liability	coverage.	Chauffeurs	face	stricter	requirements	due	to	the	commercial	nature	of	their	activities.	Commercial	vehicle	operators	must	carry	higher	liability	limits	than	private	drivers.	Michigan	law	sets	the	minimum	liability	coverage	at	$20,000	per	person,	$40,000	per	accident	for	bodily	injury,	and	$10,000	for	property	damage.
Many	commercial	operators	opt	for	higher	coverage	limits	to	safeguard	against	lawsuits	and	claims,	particularly	when	transporting	passengers	or	valuable	cargo.	Failure	to	maintain	the	required	insurance	can	result	in	fines,	license	suspension,	and	potential	civil	liability.	Chauffeurs	must	ensure	their	insurance	policies	are	current	and	meet	state
requirements	to	avoid	these	consequences.	Penalties	for	Non-Compliance	Driving	without	a	valid	chauffeur	license	in	Michigan	is	a	serious	offense,	punishable	by	misdemeanor	charges	and	fines	of	up	to	$500.	Such	violations	can	negatively	impact	a	driver’s	record,	leading	to	increased	insurance	premiums	and	difficulties	in	obtaining	or	renewing	a
license.	Repeat	offenses	carry	harsher	penalties,	such	as	extended	license	suspensions	or	revocations.	These	measures	aim	to	protect	public	safety	by	removing	unqualified	drivers	from	the	road.	Legal	Defenses	and	Exceptions	Certain	defenses	and	exceptions	may	apply	to	Michigan’s	chauffeur	license	requirements.	A	necessity	defense	might	be	used
if	a	driver	argues	the	violation	was	unavoidable	due	to	an	emergency,	such	as	transporting	someone	in	need	of	medical	attention.	Drivers	may	also	challenge	the	legality	of	a	traffic	stop	or	the	evidence	collected.	If	constitutional	rights	were	violated	during	the	stop,	such	as	unlawful	searches	or	seizures	under	the	Fourth	Amendment,	evidence	may	be
excluded.	These	defenses	require	careful	consideration	of	the	circumstances	surrounding	the	violation.	Your	Are	Here:	Michigan	Insurance	>>	How	to	obtain	Michigan	Chauffeur	License	Who	needs	a	Michigan	Chauffeur	License	You	will	need	a	Michigan	Chauffeur	License	if	any	conditions	apply.		Are	employed	to	operate	a	motor	vehicle	with	a	gross
vehicle	weight	rating	(GVWR)	of	10,000	pounds	or	more.	(See	note	below.)	Operate	a	motor	vehicle	as	a	carrier	of	passengers	or	as	a	common	or	contract	carrier	of	property.	Operate	a	bus	or	a	school	bus.	More	detailed	information	is	available	at	the	Michigan	Secretary	of	State.	Michigan	law	state	that:	Michigan	law	considers	someone	an	employee
for	the	principal	purpose	of	operating	a	motor	vehicle	“when	the	person’s	employment	customarily	involves	the	necessary	use	of	a	motor	vehicle	for	hire	or	for	transporting	passengers	for	hire,	or	for	transporting	for	gain	or	hire	any	merchandise	for	display,	sale,	or	delivery.”	(MCL	257.6(2))	How	do	you	apply	for	a	Michigan	Chauffeur	License?	To
obtain	a	Michigan	chauffeur	license:	You	need	to	be	at	least	16	years	of	age,	have	completed	segments	1	and	2	of	driver	education,	and	hold	a	Graduated	Driver’s	License	Level	2	or	3.		You	must	pass	the	written	chauffeur	license	knowledge	test.	(They	will	require	a	skills	test	if	this	is	your	first	time	with	a	license).	Pay	the	$35	license	fee.		To	operate
certain	commercial	vehicles,	you	may	need	a	commercial	driver’s	license	and	a	chauffeur	license.		However,	In	Michigan	becoming	a	Transportation	Network	driver	does	not	require	a	chauffeur’s	license.	Click	the	link	on	information	for	Michigan	requirements	for	Uber	and	Lyft	drivers.	Who	is	exempt	from	needing	a	Chauffeur	License?	You	will	not
need	a	Michigan	Chauffeur	license	in	the	following	instances.	A	farmer	or	farmer’s	employee	operates	a	vehicle	exclusively	connected	to	the	farming	operation.	All	firefighter	or	members	of	fire	departments	that	drives	an	ambulance.	A	firefighter	or	police	officer	operating	equipment	used	exclusively	in	their	employment.	Utility	companies	hire
employees	to	drive	trucks	transporting	employees,	materials,	and	tools.	Service	or	repair	personnel	who	operate	vehicles	carry	their	tools	and	transport	parts	or	appliances	only	incidentally	to	their	employment.	Any	Emergency	medical	services	personnel	is	operating	an	ambulance.	County	road	commission	employees	and	other	employees	of	local
units	of	government	who	do	not	drive	their	vehicles	and	whose	work	consists	of	hauling	road-building	materials	and	supplies	for	the	road	commission	or	other	municipal	purposes.	Michigan	DOT	employee’s	work	consists	of	operating	vehicles	with	a	GVWR	of	10,000	pounds	or	more	to	transport	highway	and	bridge	maintenance	materials	and	supplies
for	state	trunkline	maintenance.	Anyone	operating	a	motor	vehicle	for	a	volunteer	program	only	receives	reimbursement	for	vehicle	operating	costs.	Anyone	who	operates	a	motor	home	for	personal	use.	Parent	or	parent’s	representative	transport	students	to	or	from	school-related	events.	Taxicab	drivers,	limousine	drivers,	or	transport	drivers	such	as
(Uber	or	Lyft	drivers).	You	may	need	a	Commercial	Drivers	license	if	the	following	conditions	applies:	A	vehicle	towing	a	trailer	or	other	vehicle	with	a	GVWR	of	10,001	pounds	or	more	when	the	GCWR	is	26,001	pounds.	Vehicles	(including	buses)	have	26,001	pounds	or	more	GVWR.	A	vehicle	under	26,001	pounds	GVWR	that:	Vehicles	that	carry	16	or
more	persons	(including	the	driver)	Takes	hazardous	materials	in	amounts	requiring	unique	warning	labels.	Finally,	click	on	the	highlighted	link	on	How	to	obtain	a	Michigan	Commercial	Drivers	License.	FacebookXRedditLinkedInWhatsAppEmail	Phone:	248-277-4505Hours:	Mon	–	Fri:	9:00	AM	–	4:00	PM	Copyright	2010	E-
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